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DEDICATION, 



The fint American edition of the Irish Legend w, vdth 
sincere ejection dedicated to my beloved countrymen, and althd 
I can claim little merit from the arrangement of the facts in- 
chidedy yet I hope, when in a leisure moment perusing them, their 
remembrance, as mine frequently is, unll be called back to many, 
happy scenes of youth and childhood, passed in that beatUift^ 
Island that gave us birth, and which at present remain to^me, as 
** green spots on memary^s waste^^* and are seen more intensely in 
dreams and visions of the night 

V ARCfnBALD M'SPARRAN. 

May 23d, 1846. tr 



I* 

I 



P Jt E F A C E 



The first edition of the Irish Legend was published in Ireland 
in 1829, loid soon sold off at teif shillings or $2 42 cents per 
copy; I have been informed that it. has been reprinted since I 
left that country in 1838; it is now presented to the American 
public, in the same form in which it first appeared — ^and wlien I 
tell my readers, that it was published from the first rough draft, 
without any revision, the manuscript, wrapt in strong brown 
tobacco paper, sewed with a large needle and coarse pack 

* thread, and bottoned in my breast, was carried through St. Pauls, 
London, and submitted to the first publishers in this state, they 
will perhaps censure me, but if they knew how little an Irishman 

' regards public censure, they woiild save themselves the labor. 

To make the words taken from the Gaelic easier to the English 
reader, they are spelled according to the sounds in4he English 
language, not acc6rding to the original; the matter being collected 
from various sources, all authentic, and'^united in a continued 
series is thus presented to the public. 

ARCHIBALD M*SPARRAN. 
July 1st, 1846. 
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Dear barp of my country in darkness I found thae, 
7*he cold chain of silence had hung o'er Ijiee long, 
When proudly my own Island harp I unbound thee. 
And gave all thy chords to wild freedom and song : 
The warm notes of love, and the light ones of gladness, 
Have wakened thy warmest thy liveliest thrill ; 
But so oft hast thou echo'd the deep sigh of sadness 
That e*en in thy mirth it will steal from thee stilL 

Dear harp of my country, farewell to thy numbers 
This sweet wreath of song is the last we shall twine ; 
Gei sleep with the sunshine of fame on thy slumbers, 
TOl touch'd by some hand less unworthy than mine; 
If the pulse of the patriot, soldier or lover, 
Have throbb'd at our lay, 'twas thy glory alone; 
I was but as the wind passing heedlessly over ; 
And all the wild sweetness I wak'd was thine own. 

Moore. 
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OKAFTSR I. 

At the time that Britain was s5 ;much harrased by those aorthem 
hordes of ravagers the Danes^ issuing like locusts from their lakes 
and forests,- and blasiting wherever, they appeared the fiiir fruits 
of indujUry; it was at this critical juncture that William Duke 
of Normandy made his appearance off the coasts of Sussex, with 
a numerous body rf fofccs collected in Flanders^ Bologne^ Bre- 
tagne, Poictou, Maine, Orleans^ France, and Normandy. The 
resuk of the contest between him and Harold the native prince 
for saperiority, is too well knowa to need further explanation. 

With William came also his two half-brothers, Odo and Robert, 
the former Bishop of JBaieux, and now created Earl of Euent, the 
latter Earl of Cornwall. The family name of those adveiUurous 
chieftains Was De Burgo, or rather De Borgo, and from them 
w^as descended the.ancientfamily of Burke, the Earls of Ulster, 
Glamicard and St. Albans^ with the Earls and Viscounts of Mayo, 
one of which latter was pa|xonand protector to the celebrated 
Irish bard Turlough O'Carolan. To Elizabeth daughter of Wil- 
liam De Borgo, was married Lionel, third son of Edward the 
Third, king of England. This William De Borgo was possessed 
of many of the most fertile and valuable tracts of land in Ulster, 
and as a private nobleman, was more invested with siipreme 
power and absolute dominion, than is the present vice-regent of 
Ireland^ yes, or I might say, the monarch of the British Domi- 
nions; but at a time when this power seemed to have attained to 
its full zenith, he was basely murdered by his own servants in 
crossing a small stream near Carrickfergus. Upon the untimely 
death of jthis nobleman, his descendants were called by the native 
Irish who^ gomU not well pronounce the English languagie them- 
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selves, M*Guilliens or M* Williams, the ;9ons of William, As deriv- 
ing their sole origin from him alone. M' William in process of 
time was corrupted into M^Quillan^ whfch finally settled ttbe 
fiimily name^of th^jadv^jprpuf segt of De Porgo. The McQuil- 
lans bein^ nJow jjn :ppss^afiion<)f many fine tracts pf lahd in the 
northern parts of Antrim, as well as the south, were often engaged 
in skirmishes with their neighbours, in order to maintain the^ights 
of their great ancestor ; but with none had they more strife than 
the ONeills of Clanbuoy, tliofie it iqu^ he cpnfessed were more 
than a match for them, notwithstanding that they were supported 
by a number of warm allied^ All tbeir animosities liowef«r, after 
dyeing the soil of many a well fought field, settled in a profound 
peace, and now the united ^nni^ of ONeill and his magnanimous 
ally, I mean Daniel McQuillan, were without an oppose. 

On the ilbvth^western coast of Antrim, an an isolated reck, 
over-hanging the eternal suilge pf a tempestuous ocean, stands 
the antiquated caMd attd fortress of Dunluoe. The mind of the 
thoughtful travaUer in paasii^ this way, is immediately arreaied 
on beholding these awful ruins, and carried back to times long 
since buried in oblivion. A small hill continually greeh conceals 
it from his view, until he is within a mosket shot bf the place, 
when he beholds as if rising out of the sea, immediately bcflovir 
him, the crowded chimneys not of a single edifice, but of a little 
Tillage; these chimneys stand upon the naked wails, and serve 
very much to give the ruin a more solemn appeiCranoe. The Pock 
barely admits the castle, and is separated from the m4in land by 
a yawning gulf, every where impassable save one across which 
a single wail of st6ne and lime has been thrown in form of an 
arch, scarcely twenty^four inches in breadth-; and here is the 
only ingf ess and ejgress to and from this once redoubtable and 
strong hold of the north. Under the rock and immediately below 
the centre of the castle, is a cavern which passes to the other 
side overlobking the sea; upon speaking aloud or shouting, this 
cavern returns curious and even musical sounds. The hooded 
crow nodding on the mouldcfring pinnacles, that seem hanging ovier 
the white surf fiir b^W, as it breaks with deafening roar against 
the base of this natural bulwark; the screaming of the seafow, 
whe^g round our heads, and the mournful cadence of tbe north 
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mriod lirhialUiig through the rifted eastmetits? iNtteAV is^eMiton ' 
cm the- soul, and.partieulftrljr tiie m^dkatitd souli 'which njo f6rm 
of wovdfl eaniex{)re8sl 

Tradition ^ys, that an Iriisb ctiieftafai jby navafs M'Keowji, built 
thiis ciisUe to awe the Panes, ^d. Cruthaj^an^, qv aiaci^t Cale- 
donians, a$i well j» Ina ttttnttltuQiis neighbour^ who inhabited 
tbosfe parts mkm^ ihe 6r«bon laws wer^ in fiiU foifee^ and tfajs 
before the use of ar^ilWy uji4<>i^^edly was- ao impregnable 
£or!tne^s; for by pi^lii^ up tt^ drawbridge ihat lay. aisross the 
wa)l aboya descT^iad^ aUsH^oess was ren4^rad impossibles On 
the B0i|th j^de pf.the ^ir^^bridge are the remain&j of ^ old 
bafraal{;», which seryed^o aecomodatei the giillowTg^$es pf the 
chieft€La]t.asit was necH^ssary that his pla&ftqnen shooMvl^ at band 
when an alarm was jifw, or m/emamy appeared;, for in those 
day? tfte approach of an eisdamy waa4ear<^ely e¥er siooiieir known: 
than by, the blaze of a fke off^soma emi{|en^e». or tba sound of the 
war tr|»Dpet ; besides tfa^ barxaok which Lhave^ofientifMied there 
ai'a the walls of a numbar of other bqi)4iags> which haye, the 
s^^ai^nee of a little^ town, and here waa held a weekl$^ market 
wMcli fell: on Saturday, for the use of the U^oopsyfblloweFs aad 
ftimily.of the resident Lord. At a snrjall diatanae to the easjt 
is a little green hill, (galled the gaU^^wsrhilb cm ii^^hioh were 
aK9en^4 ^U thoi^ who were thooght unworthy to^live; nor did 
the trial go farther than the single decision of the leader, who was 
absolute in all his commands. 

Few persons of any \^^ or; curiosity visit the Giants* Cause- 
way, who do not also visit the Otastle of Dunluce ; it being on the 
same shore, and scarcely three mile< distant. To me the former 
raises the moiM; etahed! thoughts Pf the i)eity, in contemplating 
his magnanimity in this, miracle of nature. These thoughts how- 
f^vej^, are of a^ohti^sfud and^^pleaslog iindi a^ il shows to us only 
at adisftaaee sji^e of iWieieparin^^Dtts, if I netey be allowed the 
expresfsion, of his greatwss^ 

Ofiithe ethe^ b?kV^>^ lookiag at this dqcayed pHe of buikling, 
I se^, a pieture ^f the shortlived t^^cip of man; I see him to-day 
a<«:i^U!3^ed %jhit.nu«j«wc'aua,'y«wW^H^ beanas, and 
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laying the foonchition^ of a kiildhig that be ^firmly b€^ev«s mtW 
defy aH die attacks of hiir eiiemie8-'--t(Mnorro'v^, I behold him 
stretched below, as lifeless as (he stones that from yonder ruin 
crumble over his tomb : and such say I, old grey edifice ! has 
been* the fate of thy now forgotten' inhabitants. One apartment 
in this castle is dalWd Mave Roe's robrtf, and it is said to be 
always kept tleairt swept by her, she beitfg the family Banshto, 
who upon the death of any. persoft- belo^gfti^ to an ofd stock of 
line of ancestors, was heard lamenting in the most pkifu! manner, 
either aroond'the dwelling t>f the deceasedjOr that- of one of his? 
near relations. Thi^room h^s much' the appearatiCe of a friar'if 
cell, and its wallii are alt carved over with 'the? names of the 
different visfitors ; b«it 6ld time, though ilotftrly, is istill advancing 
with his work of destrtifefion, "ttbr will4ie ce^se till he'ttinrtWesr 
from its soHd bed the last flragmetit** The clangor' of the brazen 
trump that once reverberated along theser fedd projecting shores; 
to rouse the cfansm^en^ffom their dl^tafithaunts, and tHe mably 
voice that filled it, are no^^ become mfifie/ Ye^, I say the sonorous' 
tube, with the thonderinif hfero arouftd who^e ample nefck if wa« 
wont to hang, liow lielj ^ hbshed in tnidttigh t silehcfe. Here also 
echo sleeps undisturbed, '^save by the braying of the hoarse 
Atiantic, the moaning of the wind, or the savage scteamitig of 
the sea-fowl. In those roofless waits old iGolus sometimes tuneir 
his melancholy harp, and sends to the soul such sounds as teaVe" 
the mind absotbed in sorrow: - 

«»The Hermit oft. 

At dead of night, 'mid hiS oHsoftS hears- ^ ' 

Aghast th« Voice of thia^ disflianiag tow'rflf, 

Tumbling^ aU prcisi]iit«t«/ down i^asfaM ^ j 

Battling aronndt load thutid'ruifl to tKe moQ&#!' .,/ 

After M*Keown had resided fof triany years in this castle, he 
was overpowred and foreed fVom it by the English, who having 
quarrelled with him, and obtaining a passage secretly over the 
drawbridge, slaughtered routed and dispersed the entire clan in 
otie night. Having defeated one Irish chteftain, they tumtdlhcir 
attention to the redaction of others; but none ^tood their ground 
more firmly thten okl M'QutUati and bi«Mionsi they assisted by 
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tbmr ^ cbuksT piMH^i rotttpdl ibe lEp^kh^ said dkov^ tliem into^ &dr 

, It 9^> on a fioe ipormngin autufnn^ jusft. as th^ sun began tp 
peqffc Qv^rtbe h{aightaof,MorYep* ^oAgUd by twisih^yi^Qntal besuw 
tti^ phimnays of £>upIUQC^; the b^pdingeara of coiinwer^ hanging 
-^ith 4^;^, nor. had the reaper seized his^ crooked sickle to resuino 
the lfL|?o^r».of the day, whi^i^ young Garry McQuillan walked>9oine 
di$^]|^iP^ frpm hiis/n^c's houses aind,k:e?ping his whole. altention 
^w4 on the broad Juminary of day, which was now ov^rtoppin;^ 
tl^ mountaiDs of Sg^:^!^^ t}iat he jbebe^ld pathe side of an adja- 
eept hill a cloud of smoiLeassuing^fron^ the., roof of a cabin. H0 
not J^nowing what; it mi^t be, nor suspecting it to be any thing 
^o^e than the herdsman burning sonia hovel, lest i,t might become 
a shelter for those plunderers, who come in th^ night si^asoii; to drive 
off the ^peaceable i^abitajitsV cattle, dire^cted hia c0ursf to the 
place. Before him, was a tolerably deep glen, thick with oaks, 
andi a do^e brake of ha«el aM otbdr brushwood, and doWn the 
bottom of this glen ran a small stream that supplied a cooling 
dr4U2gfat to the cattk^ as often as they took shelter here from the 
heat of the meridian sun; be said to himself he would go to the 
spot and see y^bat t}iis was, perhaps it waaanaccident^ and he 
thou^l might endanger lives, or rather it might.be the work of 
an £Qemy— ^witfa his mind busied on these, ideas he hurried across 
the glen> and imagined at the same time^ that he heard a number 
of vokes very near hinlw He, however, took no farther notice 
of. them^ but ascending the , other heigbt» whctre 4ha <^atde were 
yet in their laiit, with their heads all turned toward the rilmg i^|D^ 
they w^e busily ruminating on yesterday's provender; at this 
moment he beheld fite burst ftrom the fo^, and wrap the entire 
cabin in flames, and soon after a half-dressed female rushed from 
the door with a naked infant under each a»m, seemingly uncon- 
scious^ of bis presence, and having, laid, or rather thrown them 
onttheground, made hack toward the fire with allspedyher 
undergaroaent blazing aroupd her. At that instant a part of the 
roof fell ini and rolled a volume of sparks and flame over her 
and McQuillan, who had noA;<r reached the place. She would not 
have perceived him, but titming round with a mother^ anxiety 
for the two mfants that lay behind her sprawling oti tte grass, 
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^'uttered tbe mosl lieart*retidhig shridc ii»«giiitibl^ aSd pointing 
to the cottage, called aloud, oh ! Fadie» Fadie, machree na roon 
Fadie ! McQuillan knew that some other person must be in the 
inside yet, and seizing a stake which lay at his foot, drove in a 
part of the wall, where the r6df had been y^t standing— as soon 
as the waU went in, a huge black dog, with his tail flaming like 
the torch of Ceres, freed himself with a spring — at his heels 
followed a cat, burning in lik« mannej; and after her a hog, 
which was scarcely so light a foot as either of its precedents. 
The master followed thcfse with a light skip, holding in his hand 
a bkck thorn staff, which was burning at one end; the first thing 
he did without noticing his deliverer, was to thrust the end of the 
staff into a waterpool, and examine it nicely after he drew itout* 
M^uillan by this time v^as making moan for the disaster that had 
befallen him, but he, alwayii regarding the stick closely, ansvirered 
him by saying he believed it was not much the worse yet. 

As McQuillan saw he bad delivered all^ the inmates of the calnn 
from danger, he had time leisurely to view the actions of each 
inhabitant upon its emerging from this second Troy. The dog 
threw himself on his back and plowed along the ground, in order 
to free himself of the fire, then expressed his joiy by whisking 
round the children at full speed, and afterward stretching himself 
down at their back. The eat upon her escape, perched on the 
top of a high stone that stood on its end in front of the dwelling, 
and after licking herself all over, sat down upon her tail with 
her mustaches singed, into her face, and humming a strain of 
congratulation, seriously viewed the ruin. As for the hog, it 
dived into the pool morc'^like an inhabitant of the watery element, 
and coming out altogether mbtamorphosed, stretched itself at 
full length close to the dog's baek. The master of the cabin, 
after surveying the group as they lay mingled together on the 
ground, made his first apostrophe to the dog; — Musha poor 
Driver, said he, you and I had warm ladgings this marning, but 
I knew there was no danger, for I sprinkled a battle of holy 
water over us just as the roof fell in; let me see, I think it was. 
at H^lantine last that I gat it, and I laid it safely up behind the 
knee of, the couple waiting for a hurry of this kind, for you know 
it wouldjiave been a pity to spend it on a triiiing thing, don't 
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yeu jewe^ and if I bid flang it over the bous^ last night, dwdwl 
a«t]ck of it wooW have b^en burned yet, YourfWth ^as go6d, poor 
feHoWy «aid M^oillan, and so you have benefited by it. Hi« first 
care now was to convey them to anothet cabin across the moor, 
and procure clothes and some kind of nourishment for them: 
their persons were not much the worse of the fire, save their 
hair that wad singed, and also the poor female's legs that were a 
little scorched, in consequence of her undergarment being con- 
sumed. When they were a little recruited, and began to shake 
off the late terror in which they were, he questioned them 
respecting the accident that he said he feared had destroyed all 
their little furniture, besides endangering their lives. Arrlih bless 
you, eays M'llvennan, this was the herdsman's name, sure we 
last nathing but two stools and a bid, as I may say, for the pat 
can be nathing the worse. Honey* Well, said the other, but is 
not that your allt No by my faith said .he, I have my black 
thorn, and many other things ; we can easily get a wisp of straw 
to lie on, and for stools 1 can cut a hassock* out of the turf bank, 
will do us rarely Hushla; it's but the other day that we gat the 
sitools, and I may safely say I never sat aisy on them yet, bar- 
ring for the daceny of the thing. 

Was the disaster a matter of accident, said McQuillan, or can 
you suppose any person base enough to have been the cause of it ? 
As I was last night said M'llvennailk, and a fine night it was^ 
driving the cattle to their lair, and shifting them i4|fet place where 
they might pass the night in safety, and also where the litter was 
deepest, for you know I always leave them at the oak bank; 
Driver pointing to the dog, had taken the one side of the hill, to 
collect the stragglers, and meet me at the grey stone, for this is 
the place we always come together. Not seeing him come up to 
myself in time, T thinks with myself- that all was not right with 
poor Driver ; I seated myself as it might be on the stone, and by 
my faith a great large ston^ it is. But what would yau have of 
it, when I did not see the poot' fillow coming, off I sets bag and 
baggage, to see what was the matter; just as I came to the 
Tummock, there does Isee the bullocks' heads appearing *but lo 
behould you, Dwowl a Driver nor Driver Was there. • > 

*' A Htnre lump cat from a turf bank, and dried, often servea for a seat. • n, 
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y, Oa myself gojes bUty and ^W ty, d'ye see mc , till ae Hick wq»14 
have h?id it, I hears my; poor fillaw growling and giving bi^ulf 
like a^an. Tw5> i^apseallioD9 bad taken away a boUoctEf and 
Driver was standing right before them shouting upon merand.as 
I am, a fiinnert the stones wheie whistling about bis eiirs af thiok 
aalhe moaty sun; spitting on my stick, and thrusting my. hat 
down on my head that it might- not fly oiT^ I was with him in |wq 
or three spangs, and neither said good» bad nor indifferent, to I 
fattened the cadger; with that a large dhornig passied my aole 
to it nearly took the breath from me, so we beat a parley, when 
Driver and I came off wi^ the bullock poor brott, and they 
went off on the other hand vo.^ing revenge sooner or later astore^ 
sa that's all that I know by the frost jewel. Yes» I had almott 
forgot, as they went up the bank! heard them say there were 
a score of them in the glen; and for all that I know, there mity 
be as many more of them. M^Quillao and he, after putting ti^ 
mother and chikiern to bed, walked back to the cottage^ which 
being conr>posed of turf, both roof and walls were sunk down into 
a red mass of fire. The day was calm and remarkably clear, 
which showed to their view as they lay reclined on a scrap of 
brown heather behind the cabin, the traoqtdl face of the deep^ : 

McQuillan was planning* how to erect a new dwelling for the 
poor man, gnd also to make some provi$iQn for his family durkig 
^e winter, which was now fast approaching; but how said he 
can we pro|i|||t you from those nightly depredators^ who are 
disturbing the peaceable inhabitants and carrying off thir cattle 'J 
there is no other effectual means of getting rid of this evily tjiaib 
driving them from their holds wherever they are; and these ,in-^ 
cendiaries who attempted siich a barbarous deed last night, I take 
to be vagabonds of our own Qountry employed in foraging by the 
garrison of Dunluee, for that castle is, at pres^it held by a c^ron^ 
deffichment of English; these robbers are not regular solders, 
they are only strollers, such as follow every camp; I have always 
known an English soldier generous, humane,^ and brave; but I 
suspect they aro looking for someting besides cattle. All I can 
say hdwever is, you must be on the alert for some time, and if I 
find that any further attempts sure made^ either upon you or upon 
any othe^^ ojf my father's vassals, i^e will summon the clans from 
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the nine gteiM, and m 'Mter at my name i« Garry M'Quilkn, we 
^att giw them a m^y ixMMiaiQg. ' 

Such coQv^afatioQ as this- spent the day Jmperoepiibly, until 
the sua if«as goih^ dov^n, and the weighty cknids were verging 
lnwards^tbeWrisoD ^ he ^aa i9fo or three steps on hisdeparture^ 
"when tiiraiog to M^IIvennan, he threw him his purse, which 
though cwtaioing but a small sioBywas quite sufficient for hk 
pi^sent necessity; his A^ants ifuleed were but few, a bles^ng 
which. Preyidenoe never fiiils to bestow oir stieh persons as live 
ia ^tv humble but conimonly liappy sphere of life. M'Quillain 
having departed, the man and his dog went to lair the cattle, 
with naueh^mc^e caution a^ watchfulness thjtn he ever had done 
Ibefbre; he^'was now under a kind of dread, not ibr his charge 
alone,* but even for his life ; and as the distance increased between 
him and h}s deliverer, he^ fancied that danger became proportion* 
aUy more near. . ' , 

Aa MH^qjUa^n was crossing the glen much ahput the place wber^ 
be pas^ it in the morning, and meditating on the strange ad- 
venture that he had witnessed during the day, he was collared 
by twa stout n^ienx, one of whom ordered him, in a tremendous 
voice to surrender. To whom shall I sursender, said he or for 
wbat ? I know of no offisnce that I have commiUe4> and even 
thai I had, it will take another' io extort such submission from 
me^ Are you not Garry l(f ^QuiUan^ son to him who has \i ithn 
^ stood the laws* of the* British realm so long? My name is the 
salne said he, and I am jiis son^^r-But why sheuld I reply to rob- 
bers? He was [landing* on low ground, and being collared by 
bolh, was e^certing his whole strength against them, when with a 
spi^ng backwards he brot»ght them both below him ; where are 
you nOwt roared he. aloud, and at the same time grasped the 
neck of each in his anvple handf but be had better be »ilent, for 
his voice that echoed like thunder through the glen, roused a 
number of others that lay concealed in^he thickets, who rushing 
upon him, he was o^rcome and bound with gads or withes 
twisted from the shoots of a sapling oak that grew beside the 
plaee where Be lay. In vain did he demand of them to know his 
0^Qce, or what« Ihey intended to do with him; he was hurried 
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a/way m the deepest sifeaee through wo^ds, ftetaesses, and over 
precipices, places well known toJswiiH former days. After 'm^iob 
travel and fatigue, about dawn they arrived at the castle of Dun- 
hice, through the portais^^of which shone a few beams of dim- 
Oc^ured lights serving only to s^w the frightibi ohasm that 
iovironed tWs nnfky towei*. M'QuiHain wiis now awai^d, thnthe^ 
w«9^ taken as a hostage for the conduct of his fkdier, and als<y 
jfoared that he wootd be sent over seas fiHr from the green hitlli 
mA'pwre strums of tns natiire Island.; His fate as yet was unedr-' 
tain, for he hiaiseif had ofteti measured swards with the EngUshv 
and even with ihe present goverMr whose prisoner he then w^si 

As the party approftcfaad the eai^, 6ne of them whose negW 
mentfils be could peniceive ixider a great coat' that he were, put a 
trmnpet to Us . mouthv (this also Jiad be^n ui^seen. by him) ^aod 
from it blew a blast that witb its eeho seented to fill every room: 
in the castle. Upon which a stern-looking head, cased in m steel 
helmet, and close to the cheek of which leaned a weighty battle- 
a^e, called aloud from the rampai^s, who comes 1 The sfns^er 
was soon returned Garry M'QuillAn> which was the. pass-woi^ 
that night The gratmg' of the. massive hinges of the drawbridge 
was immediately heard, and poor youi^ M^QuiUain was ushered 
into the fortress Between two files T>f soldiers und^ arm^^ and his 
large handle tied behind 4iis back like a malefactor. Thi» governor; 
a person somewhat adJiraneed in yearsr was an austere rigid man, 
and had received his pronu^kte chiefly from his esact diseipl^e; 
and strict attention to bis superior offiders;' When the prisoner 
was brought before him, he sternly demfinded by what nvsans ha 
came there ; was he still ovtra^ng the mild laws of his sovei^eigB^ 
as his father and grandfather had dmie before him ? The prisctev 
said, that chance hi^' thrown him mto hishsmds, but could tbe 
bands wilrh which he was hound speak> they could tell whe was 
outraging the laws both of God and man. 

Da vers, for this was th^ Governor's name, told him he didjw>| 
wish to lose time, but. asked- him what terms he Qould bring, hi§ 
failier to/in order to obtain his lib^ty ? I neither shall WmgrVSijy 
fMher to term^, nor do I wish hita to be on any other teifms- with 
you» said M'Qqillan than that^Fms on whi<^h he if ; l^my^m 



prisoiieif, and maice yoor hniof im. After a few days' cIob6 
conliBenvetit, weij^ty ifomd and a« <ietnp cellv said Davera^ yoa 
will be more aaD^naUe. 

' ' Tain care said' M<^la«^tbal ym don't fad me worsen I can 
H^e in ihe midst of damp^bear more irons than any man in the 
garrison, and: so long as I know I am wren^d, Half f^od wiM 
suStoe. me. Take away this stobbom young man, said Dairei^, 
ai^d iiave . him kwded with tho$ei irons wMch he seems to regaed 
aorlittle; weshall try hkimbending spirit* Poor young M^QniUain 
was. led away by the ffiuoae military eseoft that brought him 
^rotjigh many windings until he ciBme lo a small cell ixi the 
sontfa-eastem side of the dastle; a window from this apartment 
overlooks a part of the bay, and indeed has a giddy appearance 
from a boat eaterk^ the creek* Ben th^* stript from his hands 
the flibarckles formed from his own native plant the SheMah^ and 
put in their place a huge pahr of rusty iron manacles, that seemed 
not to faave^been used since-^the-days of Heni^ 11. whoprobably 
had Ihem made for some stubborn shoot of the same sml; they 
afao put a pair of foottocks on him, from Which a chain w^ 
united to his hands, and thiss |nnioned they left him to himself. 

In leavii^ him ^hey said, that this was M?avd^Eoe's room,^ whose 
company be might have every night; and as she was^a country^- 
:woiman of his own^ might be more agreeable to him. With a 
leap from the ground and a shake of hts iro^s, at which the 
jMrbole cell rung again, he. menaoed them, they retreating as fast 
fs possible, and notfoiggeitiog to look his prison door firmly, 
' ibr indeed they io^gined aU securities little enough with such a 
man. The eeU was that one which went by the name of Mave 
Roe the Banshee whom J have mentioned; she was of the family 
of M'Keown, and in her thirteenth year say they, took the veil 
and retired from the world, that she might spend her time in secret 
devotion and meditatbn, for she was known to be of a pious dis- 
position from a chUd. )The Banshee is considered one of the good 
genii, or guardian spirits, by the aneient Irish fitmilies, and many 
of them nevet f&ilvto leave a small tribute in the pkcensaid to be 
frcicpented by her. The prisoner being somewhat exhaustedi 
reclined on' a kind of bench ^at stood iagainst the wall, and from 



his. seat, ar H was now im>^ day^^^lightvcoiikl bebeid .tb«t part 
of t\m ocean which sutTOiD^ded the east side of ihe castie: Icom 
the turret to the water was a most awful depth,.aiid to add to the 
terror of this, at the extremity of the gulf, a wall of rugged rocks 
<^Tt>wned the precijpice. Thd^j^oghts of.escape^notwithftandiBg * 
^tinbse formidable barriers, bachited his initid all day ; there was 
fiothifig b^ore him but climbing^ swimraing aiSd leaping; his 
imagination was sd far infected with these ideas that his hands 
and feet would often assume thmr proper functiomt, undlthe weight 
of his bohs tarought him back to his own natural reason. The 
cause of those chimerical notions was this,'— bondage and impri- 
"strament were strangers to him, he was accustomed to range as 
free as the wind that sweeps the hi^ forelands of his native island. 
He had been taught from his infancy to shrink at no kind of 
danger^ nor consider any achievement, however hazardous, too 
difficult for accomplishment, and on this account he chid Umself 
for being taken as he supposed sa tantely. A few days after his 
arrival at the castle, h^waa sitting near to the small grated 
window, through which a part of the bay might be sebn, and as 
the day was calm, codd distinctly hear the crew of a vessel 
which was coming to anchor on the ootth western side bf the fort, 
near a small rock called the Skerries. They were unacquainted 
with the 'bay, ani having lain off the lattd fK>m the morning 
waiting fori pilot, were obliged»under easry sail to fetand in toward- 
thejiarbour. As they bad got in between <£- shoal and the land, 
he perceived that there was much confusion on board j throng 
the different clamours of the sailors, one hoarse voice, hov^evet, 
was heard audibly above the rest shouting, let— ^go— your — fdre^- 
top-gallant — halHards^; — tet — ^go — yoiur— rmizzen-r-top^-^gallAnt*^-. * 
halliards; .belay your sheet and haul away. Again, fore-sl>e©t--- 
fore tack — fore bowling, let go and haul away — st^^dyl-^^ lat- 
board watch ahoy ! ' , *Ai^ - '^y 

Such sounds as these wer6 music to the ear of M^Quittan: 
^at a hardy adventwoos life, thought he, do these brave tars 
lead , buffeting the wind, waves , and all other dangers ; whilst J 
have sufibred myi&elf to be taken ^nd tied like \l ^heep, without 
resistance. Why ^id I not either killone of those poltroosi or lose 
my own life ? A. short time had dapsed when an uniisuad bcistle 
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in the castle and seme preparation for food and beds, gave him 
to understand, that a number of guests were, expected there that 
night: he. also beard the sentinel that guarded his jf^rison door ask 
another soldier in passing, were the troops arrived? They are 
descending' the heights of Ballymagarry, said the other and will 
be here in a few minutes. He now knew that the vessel which 
he heard entering the bay £(on)e hours back, was an English 
transport with troops ta strengthen the garrison, and certain he 
was that this was another lock to his shakles : his greatest fear 
was, lest he himself should be a part of her returning cargo ; but 
whatever the consequence might be, he was determined to abide it 
with fortitude. The cadence of a bugle accompanied by other 
wind-instruments turning down the parade, let him know that they 
were come.^ 

The governor went out to receive the officers, and also his 
family that came to spend the winter with him : after the usual 
salutations were over, he ordered refreshment for the troops and 
brought the officers and his family into the castle ; but before his 
lady would venture to cross the drawbridge, she asked twenty 
questions respecting its strength, was there no danger of its 
breaking? although such places as it may stand long, they must 
fail some time or other. Davers said, if she was afraid of it 
breaking, he w,ould allow her to gross it alone, and then the weight 
would be but triffing; this proposal did not please her, for said 
she, incase it would give way^ 1 would have no person to*take 
my hand ; she v^ohdered that a man of his experience did not know 
much better, and thought that his proposal bordered on rudeness, 
but she forgave him on account of the rigorous»r measures that he 
was sometimes obliged to use, and indeed a mai^ of his years said 
she, glancing at a young lieutenant whose slashing white feather 
fell majestically over his broad shoulders, I say a man^of my hus- 
bands's years, dwelling considerably on the lasl; word, cannot be 
what he formerly was. My love said Dayers, I shall protect you 
like the golden fleece, nor need you be more afraid then in the 
great ?41se of Westminster Abbey. 

After crossing. the bridge, she asked them djd they not think 

that the rock might fall, having such a weight upon ^t that night, 

2* 
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herself two daughters three lieutenants, with a number of servantg 
and above ten hundred weight of baggage; and all this over and 
above what it formerly bore. She wondered • very much what 
ignorance induced any person to build a house in such a place 
as this, stuck dn the top of a rock like an eagle's nest ; if they 
intended it for fighting, why did they not build it in the rtiddle of 
the country where they would have had the level ground under 
their feet? I^he often dreamt of being in such places, swinging 
bridges, and hanging precipices; one night she recollected in 
particular, and would all the days in her life ; she was sleeping 
with an elderly lady who was very much tormented with the 
toothache ; they had both she said, fallen into a sound sleep, and 
she immediately began to dream, this certainly was her dream read ; 
V she thought, she said she was travelling at some distance from a 
huge promontory that overhung the ocean, which rolled tremend- 
ously beneath her; but looking another way said she, I mist my 
foot, and away I went, bless me — at the moment I came to the 
edge, seeing a branch growing out of it, I grasped this between 
hope and despair, but flew over it to the bottom with the branch 
in my hand ; this was no other than a handful of hair, the earring, 
and a part of the ear out of the old lady^s head, which was 
beginning to turn gray, and indeed I never could get her persuaded 
but it was done through malice, that I might see her hair. She 
has never been on friendly footing with me since, and indeed I 
think I had the greatest. reason to be frightened, for grey hairs are 
one thing, and life is another — ^Darvers you are beginning to mix, 
I sTiould think. If you have finished your dreams, and military 
tactics my dear said Davers, we shall walk in; for you,' my 
children, and those gentlemen are certainly in much need, both 
of rest and refreshment. 

At breakfast next morning, she went on to tease the whole 
company with such like questions as these ; what sort of people 
were the wild Irish, concerning whom she had heard so much ? 
Did they suppose she stood a chance of seeing any of them before 
they returned, or was there any danger? for she had heard they 
were mighty ill disposed creatures, and than so folfad she was in- 
formed 6y a lady who m^t two of them on the public road one 
day and she alone — so very fond of looking at fine ladies; sha 
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thought she would not like to see any of them unless she had some 
of the military with her, for she was told they were always afraid 
of red coats. She then asked were thei-e no hopes of getting 
them destroyed? They certainly had cost his majesty much 
trouble and expences besides the lives of some.of his best officers; 
if his majesty was of her mind, she thought the most effectual 
method would be to burn their places of residence; and such as 
caves or the like, where she was told they lived, either to stop 
them up with earth or smoke them out ; at the conclusion of this 
last sentence, she was interrupted with a roar of laughter from the 
whole company. 

Well, my dear said Davers, I heartly wish you had an audience 
of his majesty, but still fear that he might differ from you in many 
things: I also can assure you that our gracious sovereign is fond 
of his Irish subjects, although perhaps they are not aware of it ; 
last season before I was appointed to this situation I had the 
honour to be in his presence, when being informed of some of the 
unlawful exactions committed upon his Irish people, he burst into 
a fury saying, he had been represented as a Nero to his subjects, 
not as a fa the! and Jthose vWt creatures whom you would suffocate 
and smoke out of their miserable caverns, are as brave a race of 
men and warm-hearted as exists on terra firma; and as to running 
from red coats, I have seen that pretty well tried : it was but the 
other day that I sent out a party in order to intercept an Irish 
chieftain or one of his sons, I mean M'Quillain who has withstood 
the government so long ; he is a brave man, but in a mistaken 
cause ; they indeed performed the task on which they were sent, 
but besides this, they burned the cabin of a poor herdsman who 
had it not been for this young man our prisoner, might have 
perished in the flames with his wife and family. 

Upon my word said she, I think you have rather a warm side 
to them, and will not be astonished if you should be accused of 
disaffection : don't you know that an enemy is an enerhy, and 
when .^ charge is committed to us, why should we not most con- 
scientiousfy perfojrm it, even to the chastising with briars and 
thorns, saws and harrows? But do you think I might see this 
chieftain with safety? Have you him tied, or is he naked? Neither 
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replied her husband, he is like one of ourselves only thus far, that 
he could strike any two of our heads together ; he is a young 
man and I can tell you all, has a feeling heart. 

Garry McQuillan by this time was removed into a better Apart- 
ment and treated as became an Irish chieftain ; the rigour used to 
him at first was a trial to break his independent spirit, but this not 
having had the desired effect, he was kept with more mildness 
and humanity. 

All the strangers came with the goveifnor to see the bold un- 
bending prisoner, his irons had been knocked off some time before, 
and he was \yalking the apartment with all that clannish and dig- 
nified air 50 natural to an Irish chieftain. Da vers desired them to 
stay back until he would address him, which he did in a more 
good-natured manner : He hoped that he found himself as com- 
fortable as his situation *would admit, and apologized for the 
severity which he was necessitated to use on such occasions, but 
said he, with a smile, as we don't know when the matter may be 
reversed, when we shall become yoiir prisoners, it is our interest 
to treat you as well as possible. M*Quillain said that might be 
much sooner than he expected, nevertheless he would not reflect 
upon his treatment only thus far, that he was taken without cause 
at the present time. With some conciliatory language on the 
part of the governor, he entered into conversation more freely ; 
Da vers said there were some strangers who came to the castle 
last night, and he knev^ they would be very anxious to see him, • 
but hoped at the same time he would not attribute that curiosity 
to any kind ©f impertinence ; but rather wonder at seeing the son 
of him who so long withstood his majesty's forces. The prisoner 
said he had no objection to see any Englishman, he had seen 
them on sharper ground than this, and unless they came as 
enemies were as agreeable to him as Irishmeni The governor 
withdrew, and introduced the party. M^uillan received them 
with pdliteness, but what we would consider a little stiff. 

He discoursed freely with them all, but inveighed against the 
violence used toward his father ; said he did not attribute it so 
much to him who Swayed the sceptre, as to some of his petite 
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governors, and hoped it would be always in their power, to 
chastise such little tyrants. Here the discourse might have become 
rather warm, if lady Davers had not interrupted it by expressing 
her astonishment to see such a manly Hercules-looking fellow as 
she called him, and, when he pleased she said, so extremely polite- 

At this M*Quillan laughed heartly, and thanked the lady with 
a more gracious conge. Come hither my dear Nancy, said she,' 
and see this fine young Irishman, and you Caroline. Mamma said 
the latter, wouldn't he make a fine officer? Davers said tlie mother 
could you get him persuaded to enter the British service by pnv 
posing him a respectable commission ? I am certain said Davers, 
he will never enter service save that of his country, nor shall I be 
so mean as ask him, adding I would be glad my dear, that you 
would -season your conversation better, and use it only in its proper 
place. She has said nothing wrong, said McQuillan, at least nothing 
at which I am offended. Carpline a sweet, interresting girl, now 
entering her sixteenth year, incessantly i}uestioned her papa why h^ 
put those weighty irons on that fine young man; asked twenty 
other questions without' waiting for an answer, and afterward 
sighed, beholding him as if she was interested for his misfortune ; 
two lieutenants had been chatting to her, little of which she seemed 
to hear, and as they were leaving the room she asked her papa 
would he leave him there alone ? would he not ask him to dine ? 
or if that would not do, would he order dinner to be served in the 
poor lonely prisoner's room ? Although it is not in my power to 
comply with any of your requests, my daughter, said Davers | yet 
I must admire your sensibility, and no doubt this poor fellow has 
been in a« cheerful company and among«as gay comp^fpions as any, 
of us. And so much the worse for him now said she : all her 
entreaties, however, could not prevail. 

The prisoner being now left to himself, began in isilenco to pass 
each of their conduct in review before him ; none of them said he 
to himself , seems to insult me, and one I am certain pities me; 
but why should I entertain a single tender emotion while I am 
held a prisoner here? I could wish she had not come into my prison, 
or otherwise that she had not pitied me. Lady Davers had felt 
pity for the prisoner as well as her daughter, and requested 
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liberty to breakfast with him next morning: she was permitted 
by the governor, and her compliments on the same subject were 
courteously received by M'Quillan. He said he considered it a 
beneficence in that lady and any other person whom she choose to 
bring with her, doing him the honour. After the cloth and service 
were laid, he saw lady Davers and her two lovely daughters 
enter ; he saluted them with a very low bow, and took the Kberty 
of setting a chair for each ; indeed they were both interesting 
girls, but one, I mean the younger, he thought ten times more 
lovely than the first time he saw her. During breakfast he directed 
all his discourse to the elder and mother, and seemed even afraid 
to trust himself with the younger ; however he was attentively 
polite to her, but seldom entered into conversation, unless it was 
to answer some inquiry, many of which *she plied with him. - 

As they sat discoursing on diflferent subjects, they heard a 
shouting from the other side of t|ie gulf, the oflScers and governor 
with some other gentlemen, were standing on the ramparts, when 
McQuillan put out his head, and heard a burst of laughter from 
those gentlemen, and perfectly recognized his friend M'llvennan 
the herdsman, on the opposite side; He was arrayed in a frize 
jacket, formed like a sailor's ; a hat on his head wanting a rim, a 
pair of stockings wanting the feet, and a black thorn cudgel by 
the middle, probably the identical one which he bore on the day 
of his disaster, with Driver his old companion sitting on his tail, 
and with his master eagerly looking over at the castle. ^ 

Hilloo, said M*Ilvennan — harkee friend, have yes got Mister 
, M^Queelenftbere ? tell him there's a jantleman wants to spake to 
him. Anan 1 I don't hear a word you spake for that damned sai 
that's roaring down bye there — come aver here and tell me what 
you want. Anan, phat's that you say ? Arrah you tory thief you, 
are you laughing at myself? you hangman looking scoundrel you, 
it ill becomes any of the bad breed of you, to keep poor Mister 
M*Queelen tied up like a Connaught bullock. Harkee, I say you 
downlooking blaggard, will you fight me I bad luck to the sheep 
I thief among yes I wouldn't baste back and sides, " making his 
cudgel cut across his face in form of a broad sword." Arrah, what 
brought yes to our Qwn island, ye cut^throat spalpeens you, bad 
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luck to you and your-: together, we never were anon6 him a 

noggin of mail or 'a spoonful of] salt, and let me never go home 
again, if 1 was wanting my breakfast, if I would ask a noggin 
of buttermilk of him; for he's an ould ratten shinned haratic 
Marafastie. I say you blaggard, he had no more right to come 
aver hei:^ than I would have to go steal a fat wether — from — 

Darby Murphy Upon my conscience and fine wethers they 

are, as ever walloped under the shears ; but I'll tell Mr. M*Queelan 
what you have been doing to young Master Garry, bless his big 
soncy face. 

After such a shower of invective M*Ilvennan took his departure, 
turning about frequently and shaking his cudgel by way of de- 
nunciation ; nor did he rest until he fully informed old M'Quillan 
concerning the burning of the cabin and the imprisonment of his 
son, which last he had heard from some countrymen who were 
concealed in the wood at the time he was taken. McQuillan found 
himself very unhappy during this altercation, if it might be called 
so, for he knew it was all on his account, and he knew also that 
this poor fellow thought he was taking complete satisfaction while 
he was only exposing himself to ridicule. He apologized to the 
ladies by saying that the man was a follow^er of the family, and 
hoped they would judge favourably of his ignorance, as he acted 
solely through disinterested faithfulness to him. ,Miss Caroline 
laughed heartily at M*Ilveunan, and asked young McQuillan could 
he procure them an interview with the man. 

He smiling told her he did not doubt but he would be back soon; 
but feared the purport of -his return might not be conducive to 
pleasantry. Lady Da vers started at this as well as ner daughters, 
aiyl asked was there any danger ? He told them none to them or 
any of their connexions, so long as he was with them ; at these 
last words Caroline Da vers became quite serious, sunk into a kind 
of melancholy, fixed her eyes on the prisoner and signed : to her- 
self she repeated his last words — as long as I am with you, of 
course that will not be long, andjit's mo^^e than probable he does 
not wish it to be long; he saw she was concerned and immediately 
waved the discourse. Have you ever been in England, s^id the 
mother ? Yes ma'am, I have. Pray in what part 1 In the greater 



24 M^DONirELL, AND THE 

part of it all. Would you not prefer it to Ireland ? No ma'am, I 
prefer Ireland to all the countries in the world. And indeed said 
Caroline, I think I could live in Ireland myself. Would you not 
said her mother, be afraid of those continual massacres and assas- 
sinations that we read of in the newspapers ? Oh this gentleman 
said she, would protect me' from them all : This was said un* 
thoughtfully, which she showed by colouring immediately after it. 

The governor sent to inform the ladies, that Howard, captain 
of the Sphinx had proffered them the long boat in order that they 
might take a little cruise of pleasure by sailing eastward to view 
those bold rocky promontories that wall in the nothern shores of 
Antrim, and also that the officers were waiting, to escort them over* 
the drawbridge. Indeed said Caroline, I think my head would 
never carry me to go over it, I was not half so much aifraid when 
I entered as.^ow, and sure mamma nearly lost her senses in 
crossing it; these gentlemen can tell us every thing as it happened, 
and that will be more pleasure to us ; besides they will not have 
the trouble of handing, lifting and supporting us at every step ; 
and then the screaming and squalling that we keep might turn them 
deaf tell them ; lady Davers thought the bridge did not look now 
so frightful as when she came over it, and therefore arose taking 
leave of the prisoner ; neither of the young ladies wished to go, 
as both pitied him> one indeed in a greater degree than the other: 
And what is pity ? It is the advance-guard of love. 

As they went out of the prisoner's room Carolina was last, she 
curtsied low observing how she was answered; he in return 
bowed as l<j^, and she thought laid his hand gently across his 
breast. The centinel turned round to lock the door at which she 
thrust him away, and taking the key into her own hand — but h^re 
Bhe failed and left the door the key and the sentinel, following her 
mother in silence. They were soon over the drawbridge, and on 
board the long boat, and were sedulously attended to by the 
gentlemen, but Caroline would have drawn attention from an 
Ashentee, She was nature itself; as they passed up the bay she 
kept her eyes fixed on the castle, and on the window of that very 
apartment wherp she had breakfasted, often saying in a low voice 
to her sister, he will be so lonely, and I almost think he could 
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have wished to accompany us; what do you think Nancy ? Indeed 
said her sister I cannot tell, but I know I would have thought our*- 
selves much safer, had he been on board; yes said the other, 
finishing her sister^s narration, and even happier. 

The boat returned in the evening, the weather having become 
somewhat rougher, and landed them between- the castle and the 
Skerries, all fetigued and sprinkled with the spray. As they 
approached the bridge the mother and her two daughters supported 
by the military gentlemen ; one of the lieutenants who supported 
lady Davers, hoped they would not be deprived of their company 
this ' evening, as they were in the morning. She told him the • 
reason induced her to spend the morning with the prisoner, was 
to hear Something from him respecting his countrymen, and in 
place of finding him\ that wild uncultivated being which she 
expected, he was possessed of masterly politeness and even grace- 
fulness; what a husband he would make, but most likely he is 
pre-engaged ; for I am told that the Irish beauties are possessed 
of fascinating manners, and are remarkably distant. I suppose 
all these things are true, said one of the gentleman, but may we 
my lady expect the happiness of your company, and that of your 
two sweet daughters this evening; we would all be unwilling that 
you should be incarcerated a second time. If our company said 
she is capable of creating such happiness as yon seem to think, it 
would be unkind to deny you. I think said the younger daughter 
I feel a slight head-ache, and would be glad of a little rest; upon 
which indisposition she was permitted to withdraw — when alone 
she gave herself up to meditation rather than rest, and to a 
sensitive mind there is not the slightest doubt but th^t it was the 
more pleasing : while the hall resounds with the din of music 
and festivity, while each gay member talks to his companion of 
the happy days of childhood, and faces around the sparkling 
board seem to catch the pleasing infection ; while these things 
are going on, said she am I the only person alone'/ No there is 
yet another whose empty and solitary chamber, not illumed by 
a single taper remains hushed in silence. And what has he done '? 
Maintained his father'^s rights, and succoured the distressed. 
Perhaps his mother and sisters are at this moment lamenting his 
absence, and perhaps another is lamenting it more — oh this 



26 MCDONNELL, AND THE 

subject she could have meditated much lopger, but was inter- 
^ rupied by her sister, who came to ask if she was recovered ; she 
said she was, and upon this they joined the party. 

About ten days after] M*Ilvennan appeared before the ramparts, 
a private soldier who had been in the country all night and 
learning something privately from the peasantry whom he per- 
ceived making much preparation, came in great haste to inform 
them, that old M'Quillan assisted by great ONeill of Clanbuoy, 
and an irresistible body of the claps, was directing his march 
toward the castle — that he heard the sound of the war-trumpet, 
and saw two flags descending the heights at some miles distance. 

A general confusion now reigned through all the garrison ; the 
soldiers were ordered to rest under arms, and a huge portcullis 
w^as erected over the drawbridge ; the ladies were conducted to 
the back part of the castle, and a detachment of infantery ordered 
to kneel behind the north wall in order to take the enemy in flank 
if they should attempt to enter the outer gate. As the advanced 
guard appeared topping the hill, they were led on by M*QuiHan^s 
eldest son, and came at a quick pace marching to the tune called 
Patrick's day. O'Neill was on the right, commanding a choice 
body of cavalry, they were received with a sharp volley of 
musketry from the front, while they were taken on the left by the 
ambuscade; this McQuillan's second son soon overthrew and cut 
to pieces ; the soldiers were now ordered to pull down the wall, 
in the execi^ition of which many brave fellows fell; but as soon 
as the first breach was reduced so low as the height of a man's 
breast, M'Quillan on a tall bay charger, swept over it, followed 
by all his cavalry, and after them 0*Neill with the Clanbuoy boys. 
They were however Warmly opposed by the garrison, but^ all 
could not resist the invincible M*QuilIan, seconded by the Clanbuoy 
men. They drove forward to the bridge, and as the guards were 
about to drop the portcullis, they were sabred at their post. 

At the great door they were met by the governor, who delivered 
up his sword together with the keys of the castle, and while the 
royal troops laid down their arms to the elder McQuillan, 0*NeiIl 
and the others rushed forward to find young Grarry. As soon as 
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the clashing of arms and noise of musketry were heard at the 
bridge, the sentinel who guarded the prison door dropped the keys 
and ran to support the contest ; the key wa^ no sooner dropped 
• than the ladies who were running from one apartment to the 
oth^r for safety, seized it, and unlocked the prisoner's door: 
Caroline threw herself into his arms, and exclaimed, oh ! my 
father save him! oh save us all ! Young Garry in a minute was 
at the great door, and meeting his father brothers and other 
friends was joyfully received by them : being assured of the 
governor's safety, and that the carnage was ceased, he in haste 
returned to the ladies, and told them that their father was safe, 
and all hostilities at an end. 

During the combat, M*Ilvennan rushed in with his cudgel in 
his hand, and was engaged for some time with a swordsman, 
who could not touch him so long as the cudgel stood ; but at a 
sweep of the broadsword it was cut in two near to his hand, 
when with a spring he cleared himself of his enemy, and taking 
to a rising ground, was distinctly heard encouraging the gallow- 
glasses. Now my brave fellows, bowl a halliagh, knock out his 
brains with that dornig; hirroo there goes the fagnaballagh boys — 
strike you dog you! Now agaddy stand your ground Paddy 
Mullin, fand don't let that hangman rogue be driving you back — 
whillilu for the Irish Shillelas and the rattlers from Clanbuoy ! now 
the bridge ! don't be lucking into the sai to make your head dizzy. 
Now you hive it, lie to that, hurra the day is our own. *' Now you 
sheep-thieves and cut-throat rascals ye, didn't I tell yes what we 
would do — go home bad luck to the bad breed of yes, and tell 
your king we don't value him a snufF of tobacco, tiggum to shin.* 

The garrison altogether were allowed to embark on board the 
Sphinx with their bagagge and arms, save forty stand that they 
retained for the use of the castle; they marched out that evening 
toward the beach where the Sphinx lay at anchor, all save a few 
Soldiers who were employed burying the dead. One person 
among the victorious, and he on whose account the fortress was 
taken, could almost have wished to remain in bondage. He began 

* Do yoo undenttfid that? 
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to like his prison, because it sometimes recejLv^^^ ^ person v/ho 
pitied him — he saw her melancholy appearance, and was distresse<d 
to think it was perhaps ori his account. In passing through the 
great hall, he accide^ntally met her alone, whether chance had 
brought her hither, ot whether she had expected to meet him 
there,, is not known. He took her hand and was about to speak> 
but as he in such a short space knew not where to begin, he 
remained as silent as she, at which time her mother sister and 
father appeared ; he took a farewell of them all save one, hers 
was the last ; but wh^t could he say in tfiie {)resence of so many? 
her father reached her his arm, she received it, and depaited. 
M*Quillan stood looking after them ; but she passed on even over 
the drawbridge seemingly not to notice it, and never raised her 
drooping head till she left his sight at the outer gate. Next morii- 
ing the ^hallooing of the sailors weighing the anchor, gave hifti 
to understand that the Sphinx was about to sail ; he saw her 
spread her snow-white canvass, and with three cheers from her 
British tars stand from the bay. 

Old McQuillan whom we have so called to distinguish him from 
his .sons, was a man at this time not less than seventy ; his 
youngest child a daughter and she his only daughter, was much 
about the age of Caroline Davers; she had been in a nunnery from 
her twelfth year, but notwithstanding this secluded life, was fond 
of conversation. She was imformed very early of her noble 
descent, and told that the sovereigns, of England were her blood 
relations by the Royal de Borgos. 

Daniel McQuillan now seated in his rocky turret, ruled and 
gave laws to the northern shorei^ ; in his halls were sung by the 
minstrels, the deeds of the de Borgos o'er flood and field; the 
battle of Hastings and the defeat of Harold with his two brave 
brothers was often talked over ; as also the achievements of Robert 
against the Saracens. 

At this time the strictest amity existed between the family of 
Clanbuoy and him, so that few of the northern chieftains could 
make head against him. One clan however I mean the 0*Cahans, 
still opposed McQuillan, and often carried off the palm ; ]ihe terri- 



tory of this family was coijtaiped between the streams of the Bann 
and the Poyle> the greater payrt of which they held in the beginn- 
ing independent to any crowned head what€iver> and these rights 
tbey ipaintained on many a bloody field washed by the above 
rivers ; their privilege was to be first seated at table, and this they 
obtained by. their famous exploits in war; btit at the time that 
Daniel McQuillan tpok possesiwi of Dunluce, the O'Cahan family 
was oB the decline. From his strict alliance with the O'Neills, 
he exposed himself to the enmity of great O'Donnell, of Tyrconnel. 

The P'Donnell family wajs called in Jrish Baldearg, from a red 
spot which they had on the neck, and which was accounted a 
6ure mark of their royal descent from the ancient Milesian kings. 
A rupture having Ijappened between O'Neill and O'Donnell, and 
McQuillan having espoused the , cause of his neighbour, wa? 
implicated in the general quarrel. As O'Donnell sat one night 
surrounded by his kinsmen his clansmen and galloglasses, drink- 
ir\g to the memory of heroes long gone, two aged minstrels stood 
behind, their grey beards hanging down to their girdles, and each 
clothed with a rob^ of six diflferent colours, a dignity next to 
that of an Irish king, and were performing some of tho$e old 
melancholy airs peculiar to Ireland alone. 



CHAPTER XL 

*^I>oe8 the^ wind touch thee, G Harp ! or is it tome passing ghost? it is 
the hand of Malvinaf Brihg me the harp, son of Alpin, atnother song shall 
ji8e;*iny soul shall depart in the sound." — Oas, 

The bards tuned their harps to that sweet old Irish air Goolun, 
which they touched with just and natural pathos, and after finish- 
ing this they .performed as a concluding piece the death march 
of Royal Bryan : at this piece a dead silence reigned thro' the 
company, nor could some of them refrain from tears. 

He's gone said O'Donnell, and no wonder that we should 
symphatize with the ndourners of that great man, but if he fell, it 

3* 
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was in the arms of victory, and his death gate a dying blow to 
the worst enemy I mean a foreign enemy, that ever opposed ow 
country, but ^vhere the inhabitants of a nation are divided against 
each others I consider it tenfold worse. Daniel McQuillan has 
joined the forces of ONeill of Clanbuoy, fthd I ant informed extilts 
much in his noble ally ; he thinks couched beneath the wing of the 
eagle he will rest fully secure; but I shrill drive him from his 
hiding-place, and course him like a stag, from Binguthar ♦ to 
Ton',t «d from Torr to the heights of Sliagfa Barragh. J H0 
then turning to the two Bards § Malbruthan and Tuadhar, told 
them they must go and inform Daniel M*Quillan, that if he would 
not withdraw his alliance from O'Neill of Clanbuoy, and send his 
sons as hostages for the fulfilment of the same, he would'pay him 
a visit in a few days, a,nd perhaps an unpleasant one for him. Does 
he think that the sti-eanis of the Poyle or the Bann can save him! 
Does he think that his rocky tower can save him ; or does he 
think that his noble ally can save him from the sword of Baldearg ? 
We have cut our way through the most formidable ranks of the 
British ; we have burst the castl6 gates of the Metropolis, and we 
have made England's monarch tremble oh his throne ; therefore 
let this half Norman look well to his uhdiertakings. 

* Bingutbar, the giants* cave or pNMnontory, was the former name of the Giants* Causeway, 
I shall not enter upon any description of this pronontpry at present, there being accounts of it 
almost in every book«shop. filuffioe it to mention one, the oavv of Runkerry, which is only 
accessible by water, opens between two huge masees of rock, and runs an unknown length under 
ground ; as a house at a miles distance from 4<ie shore is disturbed by the noise of the waves in 
this cavern, during a storm. whMl coaliBsotidiis maetiMB di^knt tiunder. 

^ Torr a lofty heatfand fttmting Morven or kintyrethe tfisUBoe between them is 18 mites ; 
here are the ,ruias of Fort Dunavarre, and « Utile «bqye is ileaght na barragh^ or the gr^va 
of the slaughtered : this was called the Scots warning fire, in consequence of fires of alarm 
kindled here 

t Sliagli Barragh, a green ridge of mountains east of the beautiful vale ,'of GlenjarrilT. It 
becomes more abrupt as it approaches the sea, until in place of continued vendure there is only 
a green spot here and there ; these «re motft Inxuriiint in Soil, on whMi tfte sheep are to he 
seen, not standing but almost hanging, «nd on this lofty eminence with their mouths fiill, 
saluting the early passenger as he eyes them from benesih; the streams that pour over it 
lesemble the waterfkU of a miH, touching the precipice only in soneplaees. The front of thia 
hill is called Garron point, and is clothed with a sponuneous growth of hazel and oak. 

$ It was the business of the Bards to go as ambassadors between belligerent powers ; also to 
keep the armour, «nd fiunily history, tiecords and genealogy. Their persons were held sacred, 
and even their houses, by the most ferocious enemy. We see something of this in Alexander 
tlw Greartparing Che house of Pindar, when he hikmed Athens. 



These thueats vrere uttered in the midst of his wumerous clans 
j&nd gallowglasses, who made the.anciept halls of TytconneD ring 
with the family war-cty Aboo. The ibllowing day the two 
reverend sages set out, eaph bearing his harp as ap emblem of his 
national function, and arrayed ia a robeof sixfold colours. Having 
come to. the banks of the deep and rapid Swilly^ they saw a small 
hut dose to the shore, behind which on a little hiH wns drying a 
fishing-net, equipped wiUi large masses of coifkwood on one side, 
to keep it above ^ater, and on the lower side twisted with sheet- 
lead, for a contrary purpose. Against the wall there was a num- 
ber of poles leaning, ^hich tapered to one end; to the top of these 
there were short lines attached with strong hooks, for the purpose 
of taking the white fish, flounder, and such as abound in the 
creeks and harbours of this frith. The cabin was fm'med in the 
natural rock, having spars of timber laid in a slanting direction 
fi-om the lower to the higher ledge ; these covered with turf, .and 
securely thatched over with rushes and heather, together with an 
outside or finishing coat of an old- net^ defied all tke powers of 
^olus. It was guarded on each side by a fragment in form of a 
porch, and over the top hung a huge mass of stone that thi'eatened 
the inmates with immediate dlestruetion* Along the side c^ this 
tower the smoke rose perpendicularly, and altogether gave the 
wild shore a most romaijitie appearance. In a ci^evice scooped 
out of the stone, and almost i^ form of an oven, lay a large 
waterdog lookmg down on the troubled element, si^s it bm*st 
against the base of his rocky habitation, and a little farther down 
the beach, they saw a small boat lying at anchor, having her 
cable bound round a fragment of the same. There also was a 
number of geese and ducks with one solitary hen standing alone. 
The vicinity of the cabin was pleatifully strewed with fish-bones, 
0)rster and cockle shells-^ and here and there he«^s of the sea weed 
Or what the north westferfts call yagh. 

As they approached the house> the dog Springing fi'om his 
adamantine alcove, attacked them sharply^ and geting between 
them and the house held them cortipletery at bay. The noise of 
Drake for this was the dog's name^ Inrougfat the entire family to 
door, even to an -inftint crawling oil aB fouiu . The sight of a 
human being at any time was rare, but such venerable looking 
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sages as these must certainly have greatly astonished the wild 
inhabitants of this secludied spot, who had pitched their dwelling 
here on the border of the stoi-my Atlantic, much after the mariner 
in which the eagle founds his eyrie on the cliffs of St. Kilda. 

The fisherman spoke to them seeing that they were human 
beings, a^ed them into his cottage, and seated them beside a turf . 
fire, the evening having become somewhat ^old. His wife and 
daughter were busily engaged in spinning a course kind of yarn 
for netting, whilst his eldest som and he were finishing a large net, 
that they had undertiiken to make for some fishermen that lived 
farther to the west : they were jqst arisen ^from dinner, which 
consisted of fish and bread ; the formei* they usually dress in a 
little butter, and this with bread is their ordinary food ; and often 
wlien butter caniiot be got, they eat the fish without any other 
kind of dressingbsave boiling, and on this food they are healthy^ 
fat and vigorous, being no more , the worse of a wet skin or a 
ducking in the sea, than the diver or cormorant. The fisherman 
was dressed in a blue jacket of coarse n^anufacture, a pair 6i 
hempen trowsers smoothed over with tar, an old glazed hat beaten 
to the form of his heid, and it, decorated with the insignia of his 
vocation hooks Ikies and flies. Each of his three sons wore head- 
dresses of the same fabrication, or nearly so with their father, and 
all vied in binding them with as many fishing implements a.s they 
could bear. The cabin was hung round with dried cod salmon 
turbot and many other species, natives of the noi'thwestern Atlantic, , 
and even of the fresh water streams as eels and dologhins ; so 
called by the Irish residing on the coasts of D^egall Dcrt-y and 
Antrim. ^ 

His venerable guests entered ittto cofiversation with him and 
the family regarding their tenur^i^^'^irjjejaaJBer of support and to* 
. whom they owned fealty. He informed them that O'Donnell was 
their chieftain landlord and all ; that the only acknowledgment he 
received was once in the season or rather when he pleased, a. 
turbot or salmon; that he had accustomed himself to accoDamo- 
date the 0*Do»nells and their followers with his.boat,attd in short 
every artiple in his house and himsel£..to^|!^i^- was at tfieir service. 
Said Malbruthan we belong to the same sept, and ai'e going on an 
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ird^ortant husmeSis p^n^ss the Swilly the Foyle and th^Ri, ;v|/ill 

you he so goed a^ cixtend that accomodation to us, that you have 

so often supplied to our common protector I What said the fisher^ 

man, do ypu mean God Almighty, or do you mean great Baldearg J 

of Tyrconnell ? ^ 



You are right said the bard, the Almighty is certainly the co^m- 
mon parent of us all, but does not require accommodation so much 
as Baldearg. And if he did said the other, I should grant it as 
willingly and even mor^f so; for we coijld live without Tyrconnell 
in a kind of way, but not without God, It was but the other day, 
m^ child, pointing to his eldest son, who had nearly attained the 
years of manhood, I say 'twas but the other day, God bless us and 
keep us from an ill boui", that he took the Cun-agh,* and went out 
to catch a score or two of glashens achi'ee for the garlagh^f 
and as I ws^s saying d'ye see m^e just as he got over the channel, 
one of them lai'ge saiii c|ime swelling, tip and stricking her abaft^ 
she shipt so much water that she was just going down, but at 
that moment another struck her on tl^e larboard, and capsized 
her lijue a 3alt*bQX. Thinks I to myself it's jall^ up with yes 
Phelimy, for I was lucken on at the whole racket from that big 
stone there; I grew blind with fear and thought my head ^va8 
running round like a wheel rim ; what would you have of it how- 
some verj^heQ.l<?pened my eyes the first thing I saw was the 
la4 l}^tng right a^^ssi her ked like a sack upon aq ass. Oh 
ChiernaJ be praised gramroachree I And was not all this the 
feJftffaQf God Almighty himself ^astoje — ^sure Baldearg could do 
.ttaAtfig for him here no nor yet for himself, nat saying but he 
would if he could bless him — but to make a long story short I gat ♦? 
the large boat, and hurled him ashore in the cracking of a wabut. 

■i.- . ■ ' ■.•■'--' > * 

^^;ti*hey asked him had he no milk for the children, seeuig that it 

would be so nourishing for theip who fed almost continually on 
fish. Arrah ! that's what we have gragalmachree, and dwowl a A^ 
better stripper than brawny in the harrantry; that '« ^ «>o.*-a*5 




* A carragh is a light kiniS of boajt not much wider than a cradle made with tiha, and a rii 
neaHf after the manner of a basket, «nd not much weightier, oyet* it they sew. a hone or co^^ ^ 
Itide, and in such a vessel will go out to the open sea, and I have heard it affirmed sometimes tm 
Gotland. • fl 

*- The boys, or growing boys. | Jesus be praised. "^ J mfk 
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whenHro was a stripper. She is liow in calf '^and her time will 
be io for ali the world fourteen days after new Candlennas ould 
. style jewel, I have it cut on the end of my Shilela. And j)ray 

\ how do you feed her? said they. Why do you see that little 

scragg of a wood aver bye there in the hip of the hill? I let her 
ate in it to the middle of the day and then I drive her home, and 
I cut her two or three creels of the yagh or sai weed from the 

I rocks, and on this be assured she will fill all the vessels in the 

Teigh.* And moreover and above I can tell yes, that by spread- 
ing the yagh on a lee ridge, we can raise the finesft and sweetest 
of soil dear, and by sowing the sai sand over the ground we have 
good earn, but no matter for all these things honey. 

His guests were delighted wit^ his very clear and entertaining 
explanations, as well as his pious ideas regarding the oveiTuling 
I care of providence. Here said they the s^, which would appear 

to us a great inconvenience and still more an almost impassable 
barrier, affords to this solitary family and their domestics an in- 
exhaustible store of provisions. They told him that it was time 
UQw they should depart, and wouW be glad if he would be kind 
enough to leave them on the other side. Dafkness bad already 
covered the adjacent diffs, arid hid from their eyes the face of 
the deep ; there was also a strong gale blowing from northwest. 
Thetr host entreated them to wait a little to the moon would rise 
which would not be long, and then they could cross it both 
swifter and with more safety; and perhaps the blessing of the 
clargy light down on yes, j«>u would play us two^or three springs 
of ould times4 
• • . 

Cathleen lay by that wheel with yere whirring and birring I 

% wonder ye's have not more manners before the jantlemen; clane 

nip that house tod put more oil in the lamp sit back Phelimy, you 

and Pat and you Barney. Choo Drake go shlat agaddy. The 

^P^¥ dog sprung to one corner, and the children to another: the land- 

Jlllpa^ threw his hat undet a kind of bench as if to give more 
^ respect and attention to the performers, and sat looking at them 
Alternately as they toned and prepared their instruments. After 
* paving touched over several old Melodies, they commenced that 

A li'* Cabin. 
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sweetest of Irish airs which goM now by the nanle of the cold 
frosty morning— this tune cannot be unknown to any one that 
ever had the least taste for^our national music. As they were 
accustomed to perform in concert, their strokes were natural and 
well timed, the sound of each vibrating chord dying away like 
distant ^cho. O'Faltor, this was the fishennan's name, sat 
sighing deeply one time looking at the minstrels and onother at 
Gathlin, who was sitting rather with her side to them, holdiiig 
her apron to her eyes ; ooh on och x>r\ ! exclaimed OFallor but 
that brings to my mind the sweet Qiuld times that will never 
return; Och hushla" ma chree na roon ochon ochbn !• The poor 
man and his wife were melteej down into tears by the fascinating 
power of the hafp, together with the soft and melancholy pathos 
of their national music* 

DuHng the time of performance, Drake l?ty whinning a mourn- 
ful kind of ditty, keeping time with the ttMnstrels but indeed his 
pipe seemed to be the discordant notes of torture rather than any 
thing else ; his actions however distuAed OFallor his master so 
powerfully, that he whipt off his brogue and flung it at him with 
go shlat and be damned a gaddy; The dog seeing that he had 
misbehaved, made the best of his way to the cavern and exchang- 
ing the sound of Apollo's hai-p for that of Triton's shell, laid him- 
self down with a groap. Said 0*Fallor rising up and approaching 
the musicians, holding out one arm like a gun and scrubbing the 
sleeve round with the other hand, arrah mannam yes could yoa 
play me up the ould Rinceadh fuda, that I uste to dance at the 
castle of Baldearg ? 

Being answered in the affirmative he stood up before his Cathlin 
as stra;ight as a poplar, and making a princely bow, handed her 
to the opposite side of the cabin ; the children'^ eyes were glisten- 
ing to see their father and mother in such spirits, and as the harps 
struck up the humorous jig as he crossed to the other side of the 
house like a shadow, and with one foot before another thundered 
off a few hai'd beaten steps of a hornpipe; then with a hirro, 

* There is • pleasing sadness peealiar to the old slow musie of Ireland, wltich it |x>8ses8efl 
beyond all others ; this caused a celebrated Italien musician to ezeiaim, on hearing apmp of our 
plaintive airs performed, ** that it was a land of woe.** * * 
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crossed the fl^or again^ his lightbeeled partner passing through all 
the involutions and evolutions with equa) agility; at the same time 
holding her apron extended with both her hands, as if she were 
guarding fowls into a barn doon * 

Then with his right hand on his haunch the other vibrating at 
his side like a pendulum, again to the left and with a whisk 
^^apping his fingers as he passed his lady^ he appeared in the 
ground where he started: after heeliflg toeing wheeling, channel- 
ing and frisking, the harj^s changed to a slow minuet, upon which 
he immediately called for bis hat, and stealing round the walls 
with his arm extended bowing kneeling and bending with the 
utmost pliability of limBs, &c., traversed the extremities of the 
floor like an Irish king; his wily partner wafting round the walls 
like a shadow, and moving from his approaches with captivating 
shyness, kept her eye slily askance on her graceful paramour. 
The dance being ended, Cathleen prepared supper by broiling 
some fresh fish and toasting a couple of large oaten cakes baked 
of a kind of meal, called by the Irish gredding.* The strangers 
praised the fare, and having washed it down with a draught of 
Brawney's Bunnararomer, they devoutly on their knees returned 
thanks to him who stores the air the sea and the land, with pro- 
visions for his children. As they rose from their devotion, the 
broad moon had protruded her golden edge over the mountain 
of Ailagb, as if awaiting the solemnization of this happy. supper. 
Och, my bannagh light up on your purty face said G'Fallor as he 
turned round in the floor, and saw her ascending like a fiery 
balloon above the Swilly ; my bannagh light on you over again 
say I, who has lit me over the waves many a dripping dreary 
night hushla. 

The boat was soon di-awn up, and the strangei-s having taken 
a friendly leave of the family, embarked, being accompanied by 
their host and his eldest son, as good and as fearless a seaman as 
ever wielded an oar. They had proceeded a small distance to 

^ 4(: ^redding was meal gtound in a kind of hand mill knowu bj the name of querns, tfa« 
stones of which I have often seen dug up near the foundation of old dwellings. The grain got 
no other preparation than threshing, cleaning and drying, often in a large pot. It was then 
ground, down, husks and all, and being sifted produced a delicious bread ; my ftther told me 
hai often%atea of it. 
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sea when Captain OFalter recollected a Kne that he intended to 
cast somewhere bey6nd the chantier; tod resting a little on 
their oars he put his finger into his mouth and gave three whistles. 
This surprized the passengers very much for they could «ot 
conceive what means his wife or family had of sending the 
artiqle that be wanted ; a considerable time afterwards they per- 
ceived Drake's head rising on a large blue swells and great! 
exhausted havir^ to fight his toad against both wind* and water. 
Arrah kead miel a faltie t¥ yes my poor fellow sai^jp^, what 
could' I do without you? theil cutting oflSN piece of twme nearly 
the same as that which he wanted he gave it-into Di^ake's mouth 
.w.ho bounding over the side of the boat, disappeared in a few 
minutes,^ the' tide being somewhat in his favour, and with the Wm 
and hooks wrapped round his neck soon appefared again. 0*Fallor 
took him into the vessel, and informed them that when his wife 
saw what IKrake bore in his mouth, it would s^ve as a full inter- 
pi-etation. . They gave him a piece of old sailcloth to lie .on, and 
he became a fifth passei^er. 

There was a smart breeze blowing up the gut, which rolled 
the waves of the great Atlantic in quick successions upon themi 
so that it appeared very diflicult to encounter the passage ; with 
thet' force of stout tugging however they brought her down the 
shore in shelter of a high promontory, until they got right before 
the wind, then hoisting a jury mast and spreading a small sail, 
they turned her head about. It is diflicult in the gulf of S willy 
to manage a boat, chiefly if there is a strong breeze blowing up 
the throat, the waves roll in such quick succession and don't give 
her time to ascend them as in natural swells^ Young OFallor 
was at the helm and the father seating himself in the centre, and 
keeping the peak of a distant ^ill for, his aim, kept the mast as a 
kind of medium and bellowed directions to Phelim as she stemmed 
the sweeping current. Had he laid her side to the waves, one 
of them would have capsized her in a minute, and had he laid 
her head, to them, she would have cut the wave and must inevit- 
ably have perished ; but like a true seaman helming ber a weather, 
he took them in a slanting direction, and rode them as tight, a'^a 

* WlMB the wind blows up the gat, U is necessary to sail ayainst it, un^I the IflB^arly 
reach the channel. 
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cork. The captcun-— hdm a lee — steady boy. — Hdm a weather, 
and snufT her up against the bi^eeze. — Mind the sand bank. The 
sky was shaded over with lowering clouds which seemed passing 
across the moon in hurried confusion, and sinking betimes in the 
hollow between two seas, the tops of the highest hills disappeared 
from their view: again mounting the next she skimmed it like a 
feather, and in this manner they arrived at the. farther shoi-e. 
Any persorf acquainted with this fen-y, will have no difficulty in 
compi-Awiding OFallor's method <rf steering through these short 
seas as they are called % mariners. The two reverend strangers 
being landed, bid an affectionate adieu to* their benevolent host 
and his soti, wishing them a safe retutn, and directed their ni^^htily 
course toward the rojral court x>f Ailagh which now was moulder- 
ing to ruin. I iiave often said Tdadar performed in that mansion 
assisted by others of superior skill, wherf- ODonnell with all his 
followers and when Hydaire Oireaght, I mean ODoftgherty with 
his-, besides many others wei-e present ; but even at this time royalty 
had long departed. Alas ! it brings tears to niy eyes to behold 
the naked walls and- deserted chambers of Oilleagh* na Riagh. 
That ample court is now become quite green and covered with 
thoss, where once tHe well caparisoned fiery war-horse champed 
the foaming bit, proudly bestrode by daring Baldearg ; or where 
the nervous hunter bounding erect and pawing the ground with 
his horny hoof snorted from the chdse ; while the deep-m'outhed 
hounds coursing through the lofty oaks that clothed the banks 
of sacred Foyle made hill and dale thicket fthd valley ring to 
their cries. How many a winter's morning have L mounted 
yonder turret, and stood amazed to see the dappled stag sweep- 
ing from hill to hill, the deadly pack still hanging on his train 
with murderous cry, while the fearless horse over bank brake 
and precipice shot like a Parthian arrow } and after leading his 
hundred foes some six miles chase, I have seen him plunge in the 
rapid Foyle, arid glorying shake his brahchingf antlers as he 
swam with the ebbing tide. 

• Ailagb, north-west of iKMidonderrjr, wat in former timee one of the three priifcipnl cMsMe 
bl^ftoyalty in. Ireland, i. e. Teamara or Tara, in Meath. Eamhain ; and Oilleagh na Riagh or 
Ailagh ; and here the king of Osaory was held prisoner for a considerable length of time. 

t l» SWy titles the Irish were flimous fbr stng-bunting. I have 8#en the antlefs of the Mrtose 
deer dug|[>ut of marl pits eight er ten feet under ground ; and below the whit^ limestone' rock in 



» 

"His deer drank of a -thtytmnd stieamsy a ihoasoiid reeks replied to the 
voice of his dj9g6*"-^(^ l| 

*Twas here that wassail mirth arid revelry passed the winter^s 
night, when Erin's congregated bards from sweet-toned strings 
made Oilleagh's spacious halls re-ecffl^Jjack the choral symphony. 
"Now as 1 view thy shattered ruins pointing to the pale moon 
their roofless heads, atid stretching their dusky shadows o'er the 
wild, how awful how deathlike I what a change ! 'tis like the 
midnight grave, save when the Ijo^ling^ind tears from its long 
known bed a rolling mass, and shoots it thWndering down the glen.'* 

" Three stones with heads of moss are there : a stream with foaming course ; 
and dreadful rolled around them is ^ daric red iclond of Loda; high from its 
top looked forward a gbos^ ^alf formed of the shadowy smoke ; he poured 
his voice at times amidst ^he roaring stream ; near bendijog beneath a blasted 
tree, two heroes received his swords, Swaran of lakes and Starno foe of 
strang^ers ; on their dun shields tfcey darkly leaned, thisir spears are forward 
through night : shrill sounds* the blast of darkness in Stamens floating 
beard*"--Ow. 

To heighten these midnight reflections, as they stood among 
the ruins through the apertures of which the watery beams of the 
moon were shiningy, he touched in melancholy strain the fall of 
the Milesians, an old melody qompo^ed by the sweet voice4 
Maolbruthian and raising aloft their harps tliey left to the silence 
and stilness of the night, this time-worn edifice watering their 
path with tears. Th^ moon by this tipue was ^pnpircled in a« large 
ring, the stars were seen shooting aiong the sky and dipping to 
the horizon, and a^ort surly blast would sometimes for-ce through 
the trees, warning them that a change w^s abovit to take place] 
They were now approaching Daire Calgac,* which ^tood on the 

the moanutn of iBallyiteni, county Deny, fllty feet under grband, I*ve seen ftigm^mu of tbem 
raised in abundance. The antlers of a deer with the skull quite fresh, were raised beyond 
Diogheda by a peasant, the teeth were turned a little Uack, and when resting on the^kull, tb^ 
horns outtopped a taU mftn's head. This individual was* my Author.* The Irish chieftain was 
usually buried with a bow arrows and horn of a deer by his side. 

* Daire Catgac, the apcient liame for Londonderry, i^hich signifies the oaks of Calgac, or the 
territory of oaks pertaining. to Calgac From Daire an oak,^ the (>jpougherties of Inishoen took 
their name.' Daire an oak, and oireagb, a property or territory, i. e. i!he chieftains of the oaks. It 
was not until after the colonizing of the forfeited lands that it received t|«e appellation of Londoa 
prefixed to it, and the place properly claiming the name Derry, is the immediate spot on which hit 
Lordship the right Rev. William Knox's {garden stands. Ireland undoubtedly in days of yore was 
the geouine country of the oak, as we have in my own acquaintance all these towns called by the 
otks— Berry Ard, Derry lane^ Derry big, Derry mere, little Derry, Derry ni flaw, Derry arken. 
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acclivity of a KulehiU; as far as the eye could reach on either 
^ide, it wa#surrounded by a forrest of tall oaks,* the horizontal 
branches of whiph w^Yfd extended over the waters of the Foyle, 
and three large ones at the northern quay, served as a safe 
anchorage for vessels ; con^g to the monaslry of the Dominican 
friars, they being admitted rested soundly for the remaining part 
of the night, ^and even to the hour of matins, wliea they were 
awoke by the morning bell, and after prayers sat down to a com- 
fortable breakfast, • Hiey were fatigued with t|ie difficulties and 
various casualities of l^t night,' and therefore did not commence 
their journey until the day was pretty far advanced. 

The atmosphere now became darkned, and it snowed weightily 
during the remaining part of the day; however they could not 
be prevailed on to stay that night notwithstanding much solicita- 
tion on the part of the Dominicans. They insisted that there 
was no cabin whatever, would deny shelter to a wandering 
bard — that they had accustomed themselves to travd in every 
season, and above all, that the business on which they were, 
required the utmost despatch and therefore they could not comply. 

The country was m6stly overgrown with wood, the roads were 
few and such a^ they had no better than turf or bridle roads ; a 
bridle road Was such as could only be passed by men on horse- 
back, and not admitting any kind of car or carriage. A turf 
road was such as is still used in bringing fuel or turf down from 
the mountains, there being only a single rut and that usually very 
unequal; so that their journey as it had been* the former day 
could not be many miles. They were accompanied by some of 
the brotherhood as far as the river side, where they could not see 
the farther bank for the weight of snow that was falling around 

Derry ork, 80 abundant was ttoe oak timber in our island in fmner tinea, that it was exported 
to .the continent for shipboilding aud many other purposes ; end we have good testimon'y that 
Westminster Abbey is at this day roofed with our Irish glen wood oak. How many of the finest 
buildings in our country have been phH^d down for the sake of that precious timber, its duration 
when kept free fVom water caiyi^t propf^fiy be a8<}ertained by any person that ever C talked to. 
I have known weavers lately,' when fl became scarce, give at the rate of five pence per pound for 
it in order to make what they ci|ll under*ball8 for looms, on account of its solidity for driving home 
the woof. The glen woods or copses where the best oak was produced, lay iti the south-eafetern 
parts of the county Derry; from Maghera to beyond Ballaghy and Magherafelt, and near Desert 
Martin, grew the so much celebrated royal oak claimed as a privilege by some of the Georges. 

* From Calgac poaaibly came Golf 00, a name pretty commoii in Den*/. 
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l^usvh and also the densiiyiof the clouds -which, ooHected iatQ om 
Ml vi^sal gloom were hov«riDg over their heads like a dark canopy, 
and had rendered their external garmeDts as white as their flowing 
beards. From leaving the ferryboat they turned down the eastern • 
tide of the river, and each with his instrutnents slung over his* 
fthoulder^ his hands in a lai^e skin muif and dressed in his antique 
xsostume, passed along the way discoursing of yesterday's events, 
among whidi they did not forget the happiness of O'Flillor's cabin 
the sagacity of his dog« and chiefly his more than ordinary abilities 
ia executing the Rinceadh fada,' at the ^nie of which they both 
laughed aloud thmking with what power of body and limbs he 
manGBUvred before his fair paYtner. Where the country viras cle^r 
of wood, it was pretty deep with snow at this time; andit wjw 
with much diffioolty they coUld perceive the road, night being 
€bsing fast upon them again. 

I think said Malbruthan we are now approaching Oireagh 
OCahan or the country of 0*Cahan : I lived among them for 
the space of two years, ^nd know them to be a great and power- 
ful sept: they and the ONeills are of the same stock, and also 
the 0*Donnells. Have you ever heard of Toal O'Cahan the famous 
minstrel of Teamra Y I have seen some of his ^compositions, and 
heard many anecdotes respecting him; was he not a facetious 
witty fellow, and something fond of the bottle said the other? I 
have been so inforrined «aid he but believe few since or before his 
time could equal his performance; add I can also assure you that 
he was of this very family t many times have I heard his name 
mentioned by them with sighs, as they said with him their history 
and long line of genealogy had died ; he was bom to a princely 
fortune but being of a wandering disposition he left his lands and 
inheritance among his friends and took up his residence at Tara. 
Twas he composed that air called "Thro' the green vallies of 
Erin," which I believe was a kind of name for bis own wander- 
ings ; indeed there were few vallies of any beauty or notoriety in 
our island, that he did not visit: the Dargle and Killarney were 
his favourite retreats, after which place he called many of his 
poetic£|l and musical compositipns; when I was in Ballinagar with 
OConner, I found a fragment of an old song composed by him in 
our genuine tongue, every stanza of which ended with Finvola 

4* 
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the gem of the Hoe ; it was on the banks of this romanlk stream 
that Toal OCahan took his birth, where I -have often mingled the 
sound of my harp with the cadence of the waters. 

Engaged in conversation of this kind, they parsed knperceptibljr 
on, until they began to think they had lost the main road, nor could 
they know on which hand it lay; as dusky nigjit had almost 
assumed her full sovereignty over the whitened earth; brown 
woods and hills smoothed with snow so bewildered them^ that they 
knew not which hand t^ turn ict; at length they perceived a kind 
of winding track which was one. of those turf roads leading across 
the country, and following this for some miles, it brought them to 
the banks of the stream, abovementioned, which was darkly forte«> 
ing.its way through pendant boughs and grumbling as it received 
the falling tribute. You now behold said MaJbruthan the favourite 
river of Toal 0*Cahan ; it now appears dark on account of the 
snow, but in fine weather it is bright as a mirror. 

Just as he had finished this sentence, they heard some voices 
among the bushes at the ford below them and saw a small light; 
in a few minutes it burst into a flame, and One of the young men 
whose voices they heard rushed into the water, holding the flaming 
torch in one hand^ and a weapon called a gafl* in the other. It is 
a crooked iron firmly bound to a kind of staff about three or four 
feeth in length, the iron is much like the hook on which butchers 
suspend small carcases, only that it is set out at the point and 
barbed;' the other was armed with what they call a leester, after 
the form of Neptune's trident, only it had seven prongs close to^ 
gether and also barbed. They scrutinized the stream with great 
eagerness up and down, lifting their long, bare legs high out of the 
current, lest they should disturb the fish, at length the leester 
bearer made a dash, but scenting to miss, the man with the torch 
sprung forward, and striking, across him on the ford, lifted a large 
salmon ; * then leaving it on the bank and casting the fiery end 

* From •oiqe time before November the sahnon wishing to deposit their spawn, leave the aalt 
water, and seeking th^ fresh water streams, ascend them to the very source. I have known 
them to be where the current would scarcely covpr the back fins. 'Tis always the liardest and 
roughest bottom or fords they choose for this, purpose ; the male and female swimming parallel 
to each other, perform a kind of moiion, by moving off, then meeting, and in this manner 
they'lorm witat is called the rood. For the porposp of taking the salmon, they split t^> the Sr 
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of tl)e torch t^ackward they took the strand, ^hich consisted' of 
round stonee of various descriptions, .and went like a pair of newly 
shod hunters over it, altough treading with the naked sole ; thea 
into another, and so onward. The river was Wooded on each side ' 
closely, save the kind of path which conducted the benighted 
stfang6rs taits banks, and whfen the fishermen kindled their blazeV 
as it is usually called, the sight was beautiful beyond description: 
the light at fii^st nearly struck them blind but when a little rjecovered, 
they saw theinsdves standing in a forest of holly h^zel alder oa^^ 
and mountain ash ; the trunks of the oak^ere wound round with • 
ivy, the leaves of which with th6 holly l:>erries sparkling in the 
light, tnade this place appear rather like a fairy scene; the higher 
tfiees were all feathered over with snow, which not a breath of 
wirid agitated, and to crown all the parts of this grand panorama, 
'a lai^ge blackbird whirred owt of a holly bush at their feet, and 
shortly after a patridge. Now could the piece have been well 
sketched, with the two reverend figures half seen among the trees, 
their beards of snow hanging to their girdle I must think it would 
have been grand: of this I am ceTtain, that had the fishermen seen 
them, it might have spoiled their sport. 

la early times the existence of supernatural being as ghosts and 
fairies, was almost universally believed through Ireland; the latter 
genii they considered ,not an unfriendly kind of spirit, and that 
chiefly where they were well attended to ; but should they bo 
oflTended by any kind of neglect, orby the cutting down any of 
their favoiirite haunts, as spi'oggs, i. e. shrivelled low bushes, old 
bended hawthorns, called by the Irish skeaghs and often standing 
alone in tilled or pasture fields, or eveq pouring out the water in 
which the family's feet were washed, this was an unpardonable 
offence; as the gentry say they might call and require the like: 
should any of the above insults or neglects be committed, the 
delinquent was certainly punished by 'the death of some of his cow 
cattle, or even his only cow, if he had no more, often the death 
pf one of the family, a broken leg or arm, and sometimes the 

that is found ip turf bofs, imd this btting dried, niikkeff the finei^f torches, and wbeii>l>uniing^ 
the re|»in will rua off |t like oil: Tikeu rollinf up hard a little ball i>f tow, and leaving it in 
the fire till it becomes red, they carry it foilfid iir.a largec quantity of tow, in older to.'ligttl 
the torch and this is called a «PMUk. , ^ . 
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puHing do^ilrn of hi» whde house ; of these things be Was com- 
monly warned by a little foltew. clothed in a green jacket, who is 
usually the ambassador of Ife fahriei.* 

Having crossed the riv0r, and keeping the village on their left 
hand^ th^ directed their course toward the slack that divides the 
extremity of Magilligi^n mountain, from that romantic green bill 
t!alled the Kadey at the present day, but in earlier times Knock* 
Anbaan. It was clothed with a thick forest nearly to th^ top, ai 
^ was also the opposite Bill; there were some little openings atong 
the stream which separated those two mountains, and lighted by 
their nightly friend pale Luna they entered the Wood, not without 
some fear regarding wolves, an animal with which the wilds. of 
Ireland /ormerly abounded, and the last of which I have beeq in- 
fcft-med was killed in the Wicklow mountains not thirty years back. 
The place which the minstrels were approaching was perhaps as 
pleasantly situated, and as beautifully wild, as any they had mtt 
with : In tlie summer season Knockanbaan is covered with purple 
flower of the wild thyme, the fragrance of which is perceptible at 
a considerable distance, and the butter that is made on this soil 
has a peculiar sweetness. I have also collected wild strawberries 
on it, and if you set your foot on a bush of chamomile which also 

* This appelation the fliirief themselves consider harah and insulting; thejr would much 
J^aiher be called «he gentry, the quality, or the strangers ; and few of the lower order at this 
fiay win vesture to call them by the aboVe disrespectful 9«me, imagining that th^ey am alwa>s 
, iit their elbow. Many a happy evening I have siiten, and many I do sit listening to legends 
of this kihd; bul should I seess the Jea^t incredulous, I wouM not be fkvoored by a single 
rehearsal— I say I am happy in hearing such recitals, because they cobvey to my mhid 
the simplicity and innocence of our ancestors, and indeed the effect of ^t is evident on the 
present generation. In a winter evening to enter a fhrmer's boustf, anA bee a group of jrovhg 
and old encircling a large turf fir^, each employed in his or her respeeiive business, the femalea 
commonly spinning, and the story going round of fairies, wood, sCroggs, glens, gentle bushes, 
ahd haunted e^ftles: I nust confess that to me this iamofe ^ntertaiiking than the orationa 
of Demosthenes or Cicero. A place frequented by these genii is ealed a gentle place, and no 
emolaoMnt could induce them either to build on or till that spot. Whirlwind is always full 
of them, and as it passefli. the best preservative is |o cast ^ bandfbl of ewrth into it. and eall 
out in the Scotch tongue, weel may you gang, and weel may ye bide, and ai your heels lo 
us; or a fWr iHn4 and a round sea to you, and always your heels to uf . If this does not 
do, the pocket knife is to be opened, and hofd opposite danger. A withe or gad twiitisd of th« 
mountain ash or rowan tree, is the best specific in preserving milk from what is calieti a bad 
eye, or the blink of an ill eye. The mould of nine pots boiled on a silver sitpefice,' is n 
complete core for elf-shooting; to go thro* a green hank of yam that is unbleached, is almoec 
mimediate destruction ; and the only means of avoiding the evil, is, to return the way you 
eame; It a eoek erow in the night time, k is v^ty Important what r6ad his head Is, as also 
if one of his legs be hot and the other cold; to throw out the eweepings dn'new.year*s.day 
diere will be no luck in that* house to that day* twelvemonth. To be crossed by a hare, or 
meet a barefooted female first in the morning is a s«ire onei of bad luck fbr that day. 



grows ispdntaneously here, it will salatetiydu, ivhh the s^^etesi 
fragranoe. . > ^ 

Toward the north is a lime quarry, supposed to be the whitest^ 
lA Ireland, and farthaT. to 4he east is a quarry of soft Ume that 
might aliDost be u^d for cetn^nt ; below are two large springs 
^bose currentft witact would altnost turn a mill ; in 9, frosty 
morning after, the ^Jiut is ariseo* these fountains send pf aa 
evaporatiou like the ste»m of a furnace. But the finishing pi^ 
is the remains of a semicircular building on. the top, whiab s^^ac^^ 
suppose to have been a 4ruidieal temple. Magilligan mounti^ifi,! 
oftener called Benn Bveyenny, from Evenny 0*Cohan that wi^ 
formerly carried off by the fairies, concerning whom many stories 
»re told; Benneveyei^ny I say ia^ productive of nearly all the 
n^^ural beauti^ to be seen on the Qthe^, and be^des these, bans^a 
i|[ipst ^^brupt termit^tion next the sea, some hundred yai*4s^, of,a 
perpendicular height, cpmTnanding A grand view of th^ Foyle 
from, its confluence . with the Atlantic nearly to the liberties of 
Londonderry* B^low you are^theiowlapds of Magilliga^, abqund^ 
iQg in rabbit warren^ washed pi^vthe west by the Foyle, and oi) 
the south. by th^ Roe. . t . . ' 

As they passed along the yalley that divides these two hilIs,,not 
without some dread o^ the. wolves* that were said t© frecjuent 

: , ;, •■. ••'■■''. ' . , ■ ■ ^ ■ . ■ ' '.? 

* When these aiuinals were plenty in Ireland, they were, as thejr are in all other countries 
iBMtal enlefiriet to nie^eep ; fbr^Mt^atinir their satiefketioR of one, or finishing otft a carcas^, 
they slaughtered and destroyed, so |oDf af they .were able, stfcKiog the blood of each, as thpfr 
killed it, until tliey either thinned the fold, or were driven off'by the fprce of nieo and dogs. In 
the movnuiin paate of thdf cduntj; lyi^ns^^i ^^^ intiabitants were very much distressed by th6iii\ 
and from public coutributions gave so much for the bead of every prowling freebooter, as they 
woulff noW-adays for a robber on the. king's highway. There was an adventurer who alone and 
inassiMed by a^iy person, made.it^wa occupation to destroy those ravagers; thetkne ft>r attacking 
tbem was in tlie iMght and usually about midnight, as they would not leave their recesses in the 
woods untill the country was at rest and quiet, then issuing forth on their weak and defenceless 
prey, tiiey generally commeneed the carnqge.* There was a Species of dog for the purppse 
ofhuhtrng'thcm called the Wolf dog ; the -figure of this animal w&s somewhat like a stout hSiXt- 
\md greyhound, but much stronger wi^h large ears and erect head and ^leck. In the county 
tiboVenained, there was a large ptat of ground inclosed with a high stone wall, having a gap »t 
fetch of ttie two opp6site ettr^initi^s, and ihtliis they inclosed the 'sheep of the sui sounding 
ilhabitints fot better security; but still the fold was entered and the havock continued. The 
proprietors having heard'df thi^ ndred wolf hunter Kory Carragh, I believe a native of'asjnalt 
vitlttgc called DungiveTi, .sent for him and oi^ered the usual reward with some addition, if he would 
undenakirto destroy th6 two r«niaihTng wolves that had committed so much devastation. Carragh 
takii^ tWY> df those co'iirageotis tiriimals with him, and a little boy only twelve years of age, the 
•nfy j|ier«drr lie could get Vo aCcdInpany hhn, repaired to the fold as it approached the hour 
of midnight. Now said he to the boy, as the tWo wolves will enter the opposite extremities at 
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thdffiy Ibey thought that the inow af^ared trampled in name 
places, as it seemed, and following the track thro' the trees took 
it for a guide; it made many turns and windings, sometimes 
keeping the bank of the stream and at others leaving it: they 
might have begun to thihk -it Was a delusion, but in traversing 
another sweep of the river, they saw a large buHt moving before 
them, which to their imaginations was as large as two men, nor 
could they perceive any shape or form resembling a human being, 
but from the track, they knew it must be of that dpecies, and 
therefore their mitids beitig at ease in regard of wild beasts, they 
stretched their step a little, as the saying i». When they came 
near enough to see what the being was, for the snow was over, 
the sky serene and the moon sailing in lucid splendor above the 
whitened woods ; on one hand appeared the old cemetry of 
Dromachose, its fretted walls silvered grey with the pale light, 
and hanging over its sleeping charge^ like some hoary sentinel, 
whose furrowed brow bearing the mark^ of fifteen fong compaigns, 
had caught the gleam of a neighbouring lamp, as he leaned on his 
musket : while from the summit of Knockanbaan the old Drdd 
temple cast its giant shade across the wood, the stream, and the 
vale, frowning upon all — I say just when they had got so far as I 
have mentioned, they perceived it was a man carrying a bundle 
of faggots which he had been cutting for the fire. In his right 
hand he bore an axe, and with the othet secured his load as he 
trudged in silence before them*. The minstrels seeing him loaded 
with fuel and also carrying his axe, knew he must be returning 
homeward to his hut, whatever sort it was, or wherever it might 
be, and also doubted not of his hospitality to them for one night, 
knowing they could make themselves comfortable with a good 
fire, and the store of his cabin be it ever so mean. Of the fire 

the MRie moment I must leave you and Uie dtg to guard tho Mie, while I go to the other. He 
•teals with all the caution of a cat nor wiU you hear him hut the dog will, and positively wiU 
give him the firat fall ; if therefore you are not active when he is down, to rivet his neek to the 
ground with this spear, he will rise and kill hoth you and the dog, so good night. 1*11 do what I 
can said the boy, and immediately throwing the gate open, toQk his seat in the inaer ^art close 
to the entrance, bis faithful companion couching at his side, and being perlectly aware of the 
dangerous business he was about to encounter. The eight «rae dark and somewhat n|mp, ao 
that he being benumbed with the cold was beginning to foil into a kind of sleep, but alas! he was 
•lumbering on a dangerous precipice ; for at that inatant the dog with a roar leaped acroae him 
and laid his mortal enemy flat to the earth. The boy was roueed into double ectivity hy the 
voice of his companion, and drove the spear through the wolTa seek as diiectcd^ at i 
Carragh appeared bearing the head of the other. 
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they had no roaiKm to doubt, from what they saw, and as to the 
other oeces^acies of life it was evident that flesh fish and fowl »* 
variety were here in abundance. 

. The man whoin we are to suppose medicating on nought but 
witches feiries and Will* of the wisp, on being asked how far be 
traveliedf ilung bis burden On ? the ground, until it almost rolled 
into the water, crossed bimsdlf with the quickness of lightmn^, 
and muttering a short ejaculation, oast a handful of snow into their 
faces. This only dxeyf laughter {mm the strangers ; but he weU 
knowii^ ^at laughter was a practice peculiar to the fairies grew 
worsen at that nKmient recollecting that iron was a repeller of 
demons, he^held up tbe edge of the axe toward them, and rett-eat* 
ing kept his eye firmly fixed cm them> and exclaiming, <'a fair 
wind and a round sea to you, and always your heels to us.? As 
Malbruthan advanced to undeceive him, he gaVe a spring back- 
ward and coming in contact with the bundle of faggots, went 
heels over bead into the Water. Imagining that all this was th6 
efiect of enchantment, and s^ing the two phantoms rush after him 
in order, as he imagined to seize him he thought he was on the 
point either of being annibiialed or whipt into the ait; and rolling 
on his one side out at the farther bank, for he had iio time to rise, 
he burst through the thicket and was heard crushing cracking and 
breaking for a considerable distance up the stream. He was 
followed by peals of laughter from the travellers, which only added 
wings to his feet, and to complete his catastrophe, they both 
struck up their harps and performed one of their merriest springs 
before they departed. 

The gentry are amazingly f<HKl of music, as harps fiddles pipes 
and the Jike, and have often been seen holding their rural dances 
under the greenwood tree, and the place brilkntly illuminated by 
a number of tapers. The . cottage to which the wood-cutter be- 
longed, was much frequented in the winter evenings by the neighb- 
ouring youth of both sexes ; as it was seated in a pleasant place, 
with abundance of fuel, and the host himself altho' a little credul- 

• This i« a deceitful kind of ipMt. thai alwaye is seen with a Uinkiaf din toieb: hii lntinei» 
being to lead people astray who are travelling by uight, also to decoy then ioto piu and 4tti|* 
aures : be is teuob dreaded. 
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OU8, and aomething timorous tm occanidns; notairerfe 1o mstie 
• merriment, and even fond of fairy legend* bul scarcely ever could 
he trust himself to walk alone by night The family- with their 
evening visitants were engaged in the above recitals, just as he 
entered wanting his burden, his bair all en erid and prodigy burst- 
ing out of his two eyes. The lesson was perfectly read by them 
lill before he spoke; but when he painted the two ghastty figures 
that appeared to him in the wood, hoW when he attempted to 
place iron between himself and them, the foremost with a Wast 
out of his mouth, whiffed him' over the bank of the river, as if be 
had been a feather, add immediately both' apparitions took wing, 
and flew light forward to light on the top of me isaid he, but by 
good luck I rolled across the stream, ai^d here they were at the 
end of their tether, not having power to follow a human being 
over a running stream. 

Arrah said an old woman sitting in thexorner, did yes throw 
three handfuls of dust in their face «pit over your left shoulder 
and draw a circle round you three times t Musba you're talking 
nansense now so you are said he, for if my hand had notgane 
like the crack of a whip, I could not have orassed myself in time 
for they flew at me like bulUdogs^^ Here was a general cessation 
from business, and one gazed on another with horror. And then 
said Knogher (Knogher 0*Brady was the good man's name) and 
then said he when I did get out of their ,clutchesr» such gafaaing 
and laughing with pipes fiddles^ a|)d all kinds ef music I You're 
right enough said an old maivout of the corner on the other side 
of the fire, its sartainly the gentry, they have beeo in Scotland 
these three years, and I find they're returned, but they're dacent 
quiet hat*mless jantlemen and ladies all of them said he, winking 
to those about the fire, as much as to say they were listening to 
him. But said he in a low breath and reaching forward his head, 
where did you eut the brosney ? At the root of the ould Skeagb. 
Aw Mai-ra fastie cried he, bad luck to the gentler place in 
all the glen. 

The old woman sat rocking off one side on another with inward 
groans, and at the same time watching the door closefy. The 
t\vo benighted travellers had no other way of. finding out ili« 



dwfeHkig of KfKigiier, than bf Mjoefe^iig through all the thickets, 
jungles and brakes through which hepassedi and arriving at the 
door during tMs colloquy, 'the windows Wefe beaming with the 
red flatne of timber, so that the reflection shot far in among the 
trees whose broad canopies Wefteefosely interwoven together and 
all loaded with snow: tied to two large holhes lay a couple of 
sleek milk cows chewing their cuds, and near to them stood a 
small rick of hay, with a browrt dog lying at the end of it. AH thd 
domestics were enjoying the light of the cottage windows and no 
doubt were weH pleased with it as weH as the homely voice of the 
family. They again touched the wires but rather to a solemm 
strain, when that instant they heard the knocking of stools chairs 
pots and pans out of the way, and eVety one endeavouring to get 
as near the waH as possible. As they entered all the voices like 
one saluted thertt youVe welcome quality, youVe welcome gentry 
come up strangers and take a glaze of the fire this cold night. 

The family wete engaged by this time knitting spinning and 
making baskets^; and hot seeming in the lea^t concerned. However 
they could disooter a piece of iron nfer to each individual, and 
an bid womaif that sat close to the firebn what in the Scottish 
tongue is called the hab scourged three handfbls of salt over all 
their heads, muttering at the same time some incomprehensible 
chronan then down on her seatt slipping the end of the tongs into 
the fire, and began to spin on a rock and spindle,** keeping the 
tail of her eye glancing betimes over at the strangers, and asking 
in a loud unconcerned manner, if they had travelled far to night, 
and then eying the rest of the family slily ; having the rock stuck 
in her belt, and pulling out the flax a considerable length, she 
would make the spindle twirl round betweeil her hands, and thus 
she went on, but still watching the other side of the fire with a 
hawk's eye, and keeping up the conversa'tion with them as if sh6 
was not the least afraid* 

At length seeing that all her incantations were to no purpose, 
and that the gentry had no appeatance hit leaving her, she sUpt 

» The r«ick tiMl «pindle ww ttn fommr nmnner oi tf^itihiMff^Sir^if^^ '^"H^^ ^'^' 
eountries ; it is feBf^rally practised in rortufal at thiii |)reaent day, ■i|^|j[i |^ w» ^) B a lking th^ 
ith}6ts, t^ filiMMa wdiild pffM^tiM kttini«r. ' ^^ 



carefully from her seat, aslfoQtwMiiiigtfaey should pdrceitfeiier> 
and taking three nails out of a hor3eshoe« three elCnibot stones, a 
handful of salt and a braocb of rowan tree* 9be pat tb^«a into a 
little pot and bpiled all on the fire etfectually, nodding at thue same 
tin^e to the family with importance^ ^s. much as tp say, keep your 
minds to yourselves; for sh^ had not the least doubt bat this woqld 
send them either out of the chimney or through the keyhole in a 
flash of fire. She had kept pon versing with th^m in the jiiost 
arable mapper, ^& she vveut back and foirward aboiU this exorcism, 
until she thought it was boiled enough, letting it eool sufficiently 
and skimming the top off so tbiit she might h^ye the strongest part 
of the decoction, then holding it in her one hapd, apd drawing a 
circle round bpr with the other she heaved all in their faces ; but 
to her utter astonishment and confusion, all remakied, as formerly. 
Och didn't I try all these things already js^id Kr\ogher, and bad 
luck to the m^orsel of good it did, more than I h^id thrcxwn a hand-, 
ful of ashes at them I The travellers at length wiping their faces, 
assured the family if they supposed them to be 'Supernatural beings, 
that they really were not; but hqman creatures flesh and blood 
such as themselves; they also explained their me^tipg with the 
good man in the wood, apd how . he mistook them for what he 
supposed to be fairies. ; • 

At this declaration the faces around the fire ^11 bi[ightened up, 
and drawing nearer to them aske(^ their occ^p^tion t^eir destina-i 
tion and in short opened their store, their hospitable board and 
even their hearts to them. The . cpUage was hung round with 
beef mutton apd venison, wjth a store of drjed.s^lmop and white 
fish. All the produce of the peighbouring woods and waters. The 
travellers asked thepi were tl^ere any such thipgs as fairies in 
these districts, of which they seemed spmuc^ aft"^i4' I^ ^^^^ ^^ 
you Know, said the old womapt Have yes not hefted pf Eyenny 
in the rock, who is through the glenn everj night, .with the qus^Utjr 
galloping on great black horses, formed out of benweeds f Some- 
times he is seen.standing on tbe hanging jWall^ of Kppckanbaan 
ould castle, sometimes on the x^uld Qhufch, ^v^r bye th^e» aiid al; 
others sweeping aver our heads like wild geese, and geegliog and 
laughing at us. Xnd pray who is' this Everniy ? Why he is of 
the family of the O'Cahans, a near, friepd ^ o^r QvvPi he waa 
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full brodier to my great granddnother and wrh taken away when 
he was a young man^ and istlwiiys has a yoyng appearance bless 
you. I'll tell you a? story aboul him which I have from' my mother 
rest her soul. - ^ 

" There was a poor woman in ould times, as it might be that 
had to luck for her bit through the world dear, and moreover than 
thaty she had six small childer and the youngest of them aclare- 
nagh hui^iia machree. Arrah I forgic^ to tell yes that her bvm 
name was Q^Cahan, or 0*Kane of the ould stock the ould breed, 
the very same as Gjcaaie Roe 0*Kane of Benbraddagth, the Ban^^ 
shge musha. Well whet woudd you have of it she was luoken for 
her bit, as I was lelKng ^es just now there avillish, and coming 
into a house in the bottom of Magilligan, in a could frasty marnen, 
with her five starving brals at her feet, and the clarenagh on hei 
back; Arrah good marrow marnem to yes says s}^e, and the luck 
and the blessing be in your store, will ye help the poor woman? 
and dwowl a gleed was on the hearth more than on my nose. 
Musha is it help you, ye lazy rullian ye, and your scroodery of 
childer I ;Baid a gr<6at big stokagh that was sifting mail; bad luck 
to the bit nor sup shall enter your witzen m this house. How- 
unever sir she goes h^er ways to another house beyand there, and 
going her ways as she entered the door, Man^y * Deawit, says 
she. Maneyt Deawit fein» s^s the other; go nees naj htinna 
Well to make a long story short they were silting down to their 
breakfast ; much good may do yes^ says she ; thank you says the 
other and gave her and her sit garlaghs as mi>ch breakfast as 
they could swallow; howaneyer sir she travelled on till near night 
as I was sayings and as she was lucken for ladging, she thought 
she would call in the first house to see what they were about 
avourhien, n^d the ould carlien says to her will you sup a noggin 
of brath poor woman? The woman's name was Bridget. Och I 
believe nat, says she, for Pm some how or other all througbother 
saving your presence ; but the blessing of the clargy be about ye, 
will ye give me the sbilter of your house the night ? Oh dwowl a 
shilter nor shilter, faughshin,§ in the cracking of a nut, ar I'll trow 
yes.oathe dunghill; out she comes that instant nar a ladging she. 



* God bless you. f 604 bl^ss yoars^)! . t Come up to U^ fir«. § Leave tUt. 
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could get high or low. 8he thooghft she would go up the mountain 
a bit where one Barny Rooney lived aa ould «ronie of liers, sxid 
may he di^ would get ladging there, so she tvareHed on and on 
till night came aver her, and dwowl a bit of Barny's she Coald 
make out. 

Howsomever sir, she came near the top of thd mountain, and 
saw a great light at. some distance, and coming up to the light 
what was this but Evenny's casdeT Arrah 1 kead miel a faultie, 
Bridget come up and take a glase of the fire; there,' d'ye see me, 
there vma quality of all descriptions dressed in green; dancing 
fiddling piping and keeping all the noise in the world : be briags 
herself up tilt a fine room with alt the ohild^r and placed them 
beside a good fire ; in a short time two men came to the castle, 
leading a branded cow aH sparks and bogs, they knocked her 
down, and in a few minutes had fresh griskens on the coals for her 
and the garlaghs: she got warm water to wash her feet, and a 
good feather bed ; now 6ay« he to her you were in such a phice 
the night looking far ladging but did not get it ; did they oflfer you 
any brath ? Yes. Did you sup them 1 Na It was good for yes, 
this is the cow that they had killed ; but here is a horn take it with 
you, and look tomarrow what you may see, so a good nights rest 
to you. She and the cbilder went to bed a8tore> and slept soundly 
to breakfast time ; but when she^ wakened lo behould you they 
were lying behind a stone ditch ; well she put her hand into the 
mail-bag to see if she had the horn, and indeed she had it : well 
hap well, rap well, says she to herself, I'll go down and call in the 
house, so what would yes have of it, off she comes and just when 
she came in, the brath pat was boiling. Arrah says the odd 
woman to her, and a sour ould carlien she was, arrah says she, 
are you here the day again 7 Did yes lie out last night ? Musha 
no then says she and with that putting the horn to her eye, she 
saw in the pat the grey head of an ould man, and the tongue 
walloping out at the one side of his mouth, and along the ribs she 
saw his legs, thighs and arms hanging like a gallagher of barrings. 
Out she comes for she was frightened, and settled in a little bag. 
hag down by there, and always had plenty while she kept the horn- 
She was sjtting spinning one clear moonlight night, far all the 
we^M^ s«rch a ni^t as this, save us barring there was no snow. 



*^ JShie had pul^all the phHder to bed 4^n a wtep at the ^fk^sid^, and 
" ViW sitting spianing alaae as k jtiigfat be» There was a i^hd of 
'* road past the door, and Iu]6ken out she thought she heard a great 
aougbipg -comiog along the wayr at last out she runs, ,^iid there 
does she £ree the whole road as far as she ^oukl see^ x^overed witji 
an army of soldiers marching to the music of a pair of bagpipes; 
a little ould man sat above them in the air, as if he was fiying, 
and played to them. But who do you think iva« at the head of 
ih^ml who but her friend Ev^ny i Arrah rtusha head miel a 
fauttie, £venny isaid she : ramnation to you for ^an old faarridai), 
said he, why did you speak to met I was going to light the fairies 
of .Scotland, and if we had gained lhe victory ther^ won!d' hdve 
been seven years of plenty: but now thete will be seven years 
dearth an aMarafastie on yes. Have you that horh about yes 
that I 'gave to yes you ould traitor go shlat, narsha bad luek to the 
ilUucking breed of yes^? and with that he snapped the horn out of 
her hand, and putting it to his mouth with one puflf, blew out both- 
her eyes, and left only two red holes in the place where they were. 
H« and his ipen that instant took wing, the piper playing at the 
same time, and went coughing over, her head baek again to the 
tiptop of Bennevenny where he keeps his castle. What's that flew 
past the window there ? put the boult in that door**** 

The hour of suppet was no^ drawing near, and the guests were 
b^inning to feel a little himger; while Kiiogh^ rising np filled a 
large tub with cotn and spreading a cloth hegein to clean it by 
fanning with a weight which he brought down. fix>m a Crossbeam 
over the kitcheo; but how i t eould beipreparedid time they did 
nptknow. He first placed a lai-ge pot on the 61*6 and when he 
Had cleaned it of the chaff, put all; into the ppt This culinary 
article was formed with a broad bottom whi^h rendei*ed it more 
fitting for this purpose, and being heated with, 'a fire of timber 
billets one stood behind it with an iron ladle, and kept constantly 
tarning, while the corn was cracking like shot ; then wheti it was 
properly toasted, taking it off they put- it through another process 
of fanning, Jo clear it of thpse husks w/^ich tlje fire had raised. 
After this having brought in the <}iiern», which consisted of « 
square frame, on it lay the under stone that is usually called a 
layer ; above this with a handle fixed to it was 4he other, which 

5* 
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is called tbe rumien A winnowing cloHi was then vpread dn the 
floor below the machine, mid while one Uirned the handle^ another 
poured in the grain, until it was twice put through the querns: 
then being collected and sifted through a close sieve, was made 
into cakes; tbe husks and coarse particles being put into yest foir 
flummery. 

The tim^e occupied in the process, was not mare than an hour 
aiidan ba)f. The bread wals remarkably sweet, from the grain 
heit)g toasted in the juice, and this with, a roast haunch of -venison, 
afid twot or three methers* of good burniaraoimer, made a sitipp^r 
that might hf ve done old Bryan Borofaoime, and a jsiupper it is 
very possible he very often took. Thanks were sincerely returned 
by the family^ in the giving of which tribute the two strangers 
were as much interested as any; nor indeed had they less right 
They retired to a small apartment, which. wa« warmed by the 
:same malerials that prepared Jfaeir suppen In this apartment was 
one bed, surrounded by sti*aw matd in place of curtains; it was a 
good feathep-bed, with the skin of a large stag stui^ with the 
same for a bolster. Althoiagh it had not tbe most superb apper* 
aoce, yet they rested comfortably until the sound of the wood- 
cutter's axe awakened them next moiling* It is reasonable to 
think that he intended not to be so late with his faggots that night, 
as be had been the formei% and thei^efore avoid all danger in regard 
of the gently. Breakfast was prepared when they entered the 
kitchen. It was placed close to the fire on a low bench of timber, 
around which they all seated themselves, with the most hospitable 
cordiality to the strangers. After it was ended they set out on 
•their journey accompanied by their hostj and a world of welK 
wishes, and happy returns from all the family who flung the beaom 
and all the old brbgues in the cabin after them, vociferating ban* 
nacht leat, bannacht leat,f as k>ng as they cotrld hear them. 

*« Grey morninjir rosie in the east; a green narrow vale appeared before, us, 
nor wantingr wa^ ita winding stream.'*— «-Osa. 

* A mether wtk a wo«den reMel Ibrmeriy u^ by the [risb, and hewn oat of one solid Mock, it 
iva« narrow at ttw mootl^ and widt al xM feotlonH ; it wte latto without booiM, and mifiit b«id 
twoqfiarta. « 

t My bleiriQi ba with yM. 
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It wss one ef ibose foggy morfiuigs, wherein the frefsi foUs in a 
kind of miisty shower» the heigbfsi of Bennevenny werd hooded in 
a roiling cloud, the old ^alis on Knot^kanbaan were envelloped in 
the same, and Craick na huircle^ wai^ wrapped to his ba^e in the 
kindred rx>pe^ Uncapped by snow or fog, aad high above thega 
all, stookl old Benn Braddagh like a hoary sage, whosa locks were 
turnii^ gray> while round his stately shoulders hung a verdant 
robe entwined with heath and nvountain fef a 

Having bid adieu to their host, and indeed a credulous good- 
natured man he was, yet such another as we would suppose fitting 
to live in the fifteenth or sexteenth century, they pursued their 
way, being surrounded by forests hills and old towers. 

They began to converse on the past night's enter^aimnent, and 
truly if they had a haj)py night with O'FajIor, the last nrght was 
no less soj Such is the natural disposition, of the Irish, who are 
often betrayed into error from their openness of heart, and frank* 
ness of communication. Far from this characteristic i« that slow 
cunning debberating nature, which is common in many other 
counti-ies, calculating upon a^ act before they perform it, whether 
it may be beneficial or not, whether it may be consonant with al) 
the diflferent quirks of the law. If life person or property is in 
danger, the Hibernian asks not whether he be a friend or an 
enemy, but rushes upon his deliverance, often at the forfeiture of 
his own* Hospitality f is of old date peculiar to them, and such 
was the happy cabin of Knogher OBrady, who t^ogether with all 
his cred^ity, was very religious. No morning or evening passed 
that did not witness his private as well as hjis public devotions, 
nor did he scarcely ever venture out wanting his beads, Jt>ut when 
the idea of witches, Broonies,]; or fairies seiz^ him, his faith 

' * The fohner name of Donald's Hill, eo. Derry. 

t There were in Hibernia manjr nobleoiea, ahd at the Mme time of the middle order, firom tbe 
kingdom of England, who left their native Island, and retired thither on acoount either of 
learning, divinity, or a monastic life. Alf whom the Scoti-Irish receiving hiost willingly, afibrded 
to them daily food, also books for study and professors gratuitously. 

This is from the yenerablp Bade, bora A. D. 678. 

X A broouey was a spirit supposed by the Irish to lie around the fire or hearth in farmer's 
bouses after the ftimily went to bed, and if a stack oi oats was to be threshed, or any such , 
task to be -performed, it was only neeeaiary to say siieh a thing is to be done, au4 it was 
performed m tbe morning. No reward was to be given, or if so, the spirit waa heard to g« 
away howling and calling, I have got -oiy Mward« never retarniiig to tte sane house again. 
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immediately gave way ;' ner couW^the power of iron, circles, or 
handfuirof dost support hw courage in such times. He returned 
homeward regretting in hi* turn the departure of his ciieerM and 
facetious guejrts, at whose presence the whole cabin smiled as he 
was pissed to say — Arrah said he if I hadn't traited them so 
hadfy at our first meeting, I would be aisy now but they had as 
much right to take me for a broonie ar fairie, and more by the 
frast, than I had to take them ; and if ever I could clap my eyes 
on them, bad luck to the bit myself would care jewel ; but I was 
draiming last night af two sheeps that I was running after to 
datch them as I may say this good mamitig, but^ 16 ! behould yes, 
one of them boults through my fingers, and leaves the tail in my 
hands achree. I never dream of sheeps jumping thro' nfy fingers 
in any such fashion, but Pm sqre and sartin to lose some ould 
friend ar cronie, ar someihing of that kind, jewel. Ochon what 
shall I do? Arrah just now Pm thinking on it, I believe PlI climb 
up on this ould hawthorn and look after them, but Pm afeard it's 
a gentle bush, and that would be the worst jab I met yet, Pll get 
np on the tap of this ould standing stone, it may do as well. Oh 
hoh hoh ! manamasthee I see them yet. Arrah my bennacht leat 
twenty times say I and a dhooragh by the hokey. Thus O'Brady 
went on ravipg until they were out of his hearing and seeing. 

As th^y gained the height above the glen, a flock of wild 
geese* went clanging over their heads and chattering to each 
other as they winged thefr liquid course keeping regular order 
like an army of soldiers and pbmting their flight to the mountains. 
It is the nature of those aquatic fowls to leave the sea at the 
approach of a stoi'm, and make for some of the fresh water lakes 
farther in the country Such as Loughneagh or those smaller lakes 
on Gookstown mountain ; if the wind is against them*, they usually 
form the van thin and in the manner of a wedge, so that it may 
cut the air the better, taking the precedence alternately^ the front 
in rank falling back to the rear, and so on. * 

Around the sky the horizon appeared of a dusky brOWn^ and 

• I hav« often listened la the duekt af . veil ee fee«e fbpinir fcoth to and ftom the nKmntainn; 
anmetiroefi tbty take tlm day time* Bmnetjniea the ni^ht; Imi inr regard of the geeee, iIm mai«'a 
voice is audibly bMrd.n(>»Te AlMfOtlMr, M i£ (Ufecling them. . ' .... 



the iNHiery sun from behind ^ dwrk dpud proclaimed a thaw,. 
Tbey now came to Moyoosquin^ where wa« another monastery.; 
the brotherhood received, them kindly, and entreated them t# 
spend that night with them> as there was all appedrance of an 
approaching stormt and anothqr harrier was the river Bann* th^rt 
Jay in their way, over which there was no bridge: all these 
objectiodis were to no purposes They said there was day enough 
ibr them to arrive, at their journey's end, and they probably would 
get a ferry boat at Coolrathainf or Colerain, and then they were 
within a small distance of the castle of Dqnluce, where their 
embassy ended, and so they proc€^ded ; meeting with every thing 
favourable until they arrived at the dra-vybridge, which was im- 
mediate]|r lowered, and the minstrels admitted into the castle. 
This was a festive night with gi*eat McQuillan, who had his 
friends the 0*Neills of Clanbuoy surrounded by their clansmen, 
their galloglasses and kerns, with their bards or senachies {)lay- 
ing in concert, while the great hall of shells responded each note 
in numfoerfess echoes; and the rusty armour suspended on the 
walls the trophies of many a Uoody field rang in accordance 
with the general ehoir. The storm which threatened during the 
day now burst from the north in a tempestuous hun*icane, driving 
the seas in wild commotion against the rook which supported the 
castle, and sifting the spray around the loop-holes, where the two 
bards were enjoying the terrific scene. Sometimes the water 
appeared like a Idame of fire, and every third wave broke with 
the report of artillery in a cavern below the fortress. They 
attempted to converse, but it was in vain, therefore removing from 
this appalling situation, they entered the festive hall where neither 
8toi*m, rain nor wind was heard. Here they got ten thousand 
welcomes, and after some refreshment and change of garments, 
took up their hafps and mingled in the choir. 

As the minstrels always led a wandering life, in straying from* 
one place to another, their arrival was in no way remarkable; 
nor did M*Quillan think any farther of it. They were asked by 
Baron 0*Neill to play the old melody called, *' Thro' the gi*een 
valleys of Erin," which they entered upon, and performed with 

* By Ptolemy called the Vindaa. 

t WlUcb (rifiiifici the town oa ilie fodn . . 
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more tfi^n Usual sweetness; tile ceinpftiiy remaining in deep silence 
all the while ; at the -end of this- they were asked^ would they 
perform an old mdddy called Pin^ola OCahan? three of them 
commenced' this; and executed it with equal judgment, siiyging 
with their harps, **Parcwdl to the streams of the Roe.** These 
are the only fragments we h»Te remafning of Ae poetical pieces 
of poor Toad OCahan, said ONeill ;♦ my ancestors of Tara were 
often t entertained with his wit, his music and pbetiy. Fear 
Piatha bur family bard I hatve heard them say, could have per- 
formed many of his pieces, and also could have related some 
good ianecdotes concerning him. I believe his last request was, 
that his remains should be brought to the old burymg place of 
Dungivefi and there interred. • 

At this moment M'Quillao*s only daughter entered^ a rising girl 
and clothed in those modest blushes that sometimes adorn the sex 
at a tender age. Like the young ladies of her country, she wore 
her hair flowing over her shoulders, that added Ji natural sweetness 
to her appearance not often found among the artificial beauties 
of the preient day. She had received her education in a convent, 
which gave rather a serious cast to her manners, but if it did, it 
gave to her altogether a. grace which nothing else could bestow; 
Being remarkably fond of music, particularly the harp, and being 
accustomed to converse with the minstrels who attended at the 
castle, she acquired a just idea of that science, and was no mean 
performer on this^ as well as on mznj other instruments. She 
was also fond of. hearing from distant countries, as well as frorat 
those parts of her own which she had not visited, and her con* 
stant interrogations to every traveller were, had they ever seen 
, ■/■ ' ■ . ■ ' 

♦ Many of the O'NeilU filleU tlie roy^ leat in Tara, ,aad were called in eariy tiptes Hj 
Niala ; they were elected by castinf a shoe over the head of the perton about to be chooaen' 
An proud aa an O'Neill going to Tara. waa a common aaying. 
• 

t At the d^ith'of any great personage or hero| the chief minatr^I usually tnned bis hafpover 
ttie (irave of th^ deceased^ and at certain wild aSteting pathoa, was Joined by ihe infertuii 

Jiuficians : to his harp he sung the praises of the dead, aftd often went far b^ond what be 
eaerved ; this had a pewerAil effect on the soldiery in' stimulating them to attempt meritinff 
an uqual ahare of glory. This provpk^d JBdward first to collect the bards of Wales and hav^ 
them butchered for opposing his overreaching and ambitious viewa, as the poet Gray sweetly singa. 
, kuiii selte thee, fothlesr king , 
Confusion On thy banners wait. 
Though fann'd by conquesr's crimsoo Wing, 
They mock the air in idle sutar ' ' ' ^ ' 



th^ niins 6f Tara, or what hort of a police wa« it ? A cibfi versaftlon 
was immediately fentetcd tipoti betw«eri her a*fd the two strangers 
respecting the family of ^yrcoim©ll ; she was acquainted With 
Laura O'Donnell, a young lady about her own age, who had 
been educated in the same convent .with her, although it happened 
that she was daughter to that'0*Donnell who had sent4ier present 
guests as messengers on an embassy so disagreeable. ' ' 

She asked them had they no word ifrom her gentle friend td 
her, or eouW they carry a letter on their returning to the counti*jr 
of TyrconneL Said Tuadar, fair lady yt)ur n^me has been 
mentioned in our presence often with tender i-egard and aflfection, 
not by y^m female frietid alone, but by all the family of ODonnell. 
I have heard young Odo O^Donnell: and his brethren times with- 
out number solicit and entreat their sisrter to tell them something 
regarding you, and this because she accustomed them when 
seated around her to listen to hei* recitals, none of which she 
could finish'' unconnected with your name ; but from the severe 
message which I bear to your father I fear it may stop such 
friendly and pleasing intercourse. 



They did not deliver their orders to McQuillan until after break- 
fast next morning) when Ending him alone, they in as plain a 
manner as they could, delivered the mandate with which they 
were charged- In. answer to this he said that thmrgrfeat master 
be thought took rather an irritable manner ctf treating with him, 
and if he even had been disposed to be on amicable terms with 
him, the message which they bore was well calculated to turn 
him from it : however as to that mattei'j his intentions were the 
same as they always Were, fii*m and sincere to his noble ahd disk 
interested neighbour, great ONeill of Clanbuoy, wiwse ancestors' 
swayed their sceptre over the green island. • ^ 

Notwithstandiag said he, that such threats cannot intimidate 
me, I have no wish to commence hostilities with him but perhaps 
might be, a means of healing the breach between bim^ and his 
coioHrymau ; that is, if he is disposed to beeome a fmend: if other- 
wise he will not, i fear not to meet him, so my answer i^ that I 
am ecpially prepated^ whether as' a friend- or ttiteoeniiy, and there^ 
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(ore leave the alternative to bim; hut never until I have further 
i-eaapns^ shall I wish to dissolve alliance with the noble family of 
Clanbuoy» who have stood faithfully by me in every difficulty. 

^aving received this intelligence, they took their friendly leave 
of McQuillan and his familyt caiiying the proposed message from 
the young lady. On their return they stopped a night with 
Knogher OBrady, and partook of all the festivity and rustic hap- 
piness which his cottage could afford, together with ten thouaand 
Kead miel a falties from all the family. He was by trade a creel 
and basket maker, the. materials for which the wood that sMr- 
rounded his cabin supplied Him plentifully ; he drove these wares 
as far as Daire Calgaic sometimes/ at others to Culrat^ain aixi 
round the neighbouring villages : with the sale of these he purch- 
ased any article of which his family stood in need and likewise 
brought home the only puUic news which the entire neighbour- 
hood received during the season. At his return from market 
his house was filled with all the neighbours anxiously waiting 
for a recital of his own adventures and also those of others; for 
he carefully kept all in his mind, in. order that he mi^t gratify 
them with the relation on his first i*eturning. From winter began 
to set in, until spring this was his continual trade, making the 
article and selling or bartering it for some other commodity. 

But to return to our strangers — they returned safely across the 
Foyle a»d thmugh that region until they aiTived at the banks of 
Swilly and at that very place^ where they disembarked ; they were 
fortunate in meeting or rather hearing the Voice of OFallor, who 
Ixad jiyM cast bis night lines, and was halloaing upon Drake and 
his SOB, as they had gone down the strand on some excursion of 
their own. The night was become pretty dark, and thei'e was no 
moon-light as yet, so that if they had not come forward at that 
instant, they would have been necessitated either to remain there 
during the night to such times as the fisherman returned to his 
lioes, or otherwise to travel far into the country, and this to men 
of their years, in a strange place and dark night, was not easily 
effitcted. OFallor was sitting on the side of his boat humming a kiod 
of Atmg to himself, but hearmg the sound of footsteps, he started 
aod wheeUflg roupd kneir them .in the twiakling of an ^ye^; 



afFahmu^ha kied miel a faultie my bravefdllows are jfts rcstcrrned f 
by the hoki6a it in^^s but ihi^' instant that Phelimand Drake wenft 
down the shore aftei* a hare that canne hirpling past a few minutes 
bygane there: before he was done speaking the boy returned, 
bringiiag with him the hare and the^og foUnwiiig at a little 
diiitance ; it is a custom with the peasantry 'in the time of sno\tr 
to go out a hunting,* carrying only a largo bludgeon, and coming 
on the t^ack of the bare,, they follow onward to the place whpere 
she has lain down to sleep,, and with a blow of this weapon either 
maim or kill her. . I have seen them bring hon^ more in numba: 
than the' man that had a good fowling-piooe, and this hare had 
been hurt .in the above manner, so that the dog caught her with- 
out muoh trouble. /When they were embarked and some short 
distance at sea, they could perceive a r^-eoloured light like a . 
large star, in the western horizon ; but frequently k dipped frodA 
their sight, and imnoediately after appeared again^ On asking the 
captain what the light, was,^ he said to them it was nothing else 
than the light of his cabin ; and what is the reason said they, that 
it disappears so often? Why said he, when a great sai comes 
between us and it or rather, when we sink between two seas, the 
li^t is hid from us agrah I and so I see you are not well 
acquainted with coasting jantlemen, but no matter you're acquaint- 
ed with much better things. The size of the light always increased 
as they dmw near the shore, until they could perceive the childi-en 
sitting around the fire. OFallor gave a shout that echoed along 
the beach, at which his wife came out and hung a small lanip 
against the wall, and filling it with oil it cast a flame alolng the 
tviater' extending to the boat. He rowed down a small distance 
and bound her to a large stonfe, then returned arid brought all 
with'him into the cottage. 

OFaltoKs hospitable place retained and cherished them that 
night; after which they sought the castle of O'Donnell, and there 
infor Fried him of Daniel McQuillan's determination; they also 
delivered the message that they hdd undertaken to his daughter, 
who, "When she was informed how matters stood between her 
fefher fend that of her friend,' was east into the deepest trouble, 
and immediately repairing to him With teats in her eyes, she used 

^ lioW crue^ ther act ! ' . '- " • . ' 
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the most strenuoui exertions to dissuade faim from this utkler- 
taking* What said she, has the family of McQuillan done to merit 
your enmity, or that you should make these serefe denunciations? 
His fault is nothing but ^hat the bravest and most disinterested 
man would do-->adhere to an old and faithflil .ally : and my dear 
father said she, let us consider thai the family of Clanbuoy have 
rather been protectors to him, being one of the most powerful 
septs in our nation ; besides will you think of his daughter and 
her affection to me while we were at the convent together, indeed 
I can never forget my ilear friend ; and how could I bear the idea 
that my father would unsheath the sword of his ancestoi*s against 
that family from whom I have received the most distinguished 
marks of esteem and affection; and again said she, there is an^ 
other consideration that ought to weigh well with you, he is a 
brave man, and his clans are numerous, and strongly attached to 
their leader, nor is thei'e a doubt that though you should be 
victorious, it may cost you the sum of many precious lives. 

M'Quills^n^s fair advocate was possessed of much humanity and 
the finest feelings, not alone to those she knew, but also to persons 
she never saw and even was convinced wei^ inimical to her 
family and connexions : Beside^ all these reasons which $he gave 
in, as militating agc^ipst the measures about to be adopted by her 
parent, there was still another tnore powerful one that she could 
not propeiiy introduce here, and therefore it remained at the bottom 
of her heart sending forth sighs morning and evening. 

Fion or Finn M*Quillan had gone to the convent to see his 
sister, he als^ had orders from the father to bring her and any 
other of her companions whom she might wish) and for whom 
she could obtain leave from the abbess. Her companion alone 
was the fair daughter of Baldearg, who was her equal in all the 
tender feelings that can possess the female breast When young 
ladies meet ^t convents boarding-schools or «jch places, and form 
their first attachment, it is usual for each to be mentioning the 
individuals of her family to the other, and even describing their 
persons and manners, among whom we need not expect that the 
brothers will be left unnoticed : their characters featui'es and dis- 
positions form the topic of general conversation, and not unfre- 



quently make an impression before there has been an interview; 
and such was the case With Laui-a ODonnell in fiivour of Pinri 
McQuillan. Hfer companion knew that one of her brother^ would 
comie lo convey her home from the convent, but which of them 
she could w>t tell ; and indeed her fair friend was fts anxious to 
know and more so than she; the happy day at length arrived, 
and to their inexpressible joy it was the favoured person 5 any 
of her brothers was the same to her, but on her friends' account 
she preferred the present. 'Twas during the happy recess at the 
castle of Dunluce, that Laura O^Donnell formed an attachment 
which ever after w/apt her in a veil of melancholy. The com- 
mencement of hostilities therefore between her father atid Daniel 
M'Quiilan could not but have a most dangerous effect on a mind 
90 tender so young and so deeply engaged, and indeed which 
happened almost unknown to herself, as she had talfked herself 
into this attachment with his sister. 

Her father the following morning sounded the war shell, which 
echoed round the adjacent hills, dying away among the woods 
and oaken forests of Tyifconnell. The M'LaughKns caught the 
sound and blew another Wast that roused the O'Dougherties, 
dwdiing from the Atlantic to the Foyle. The Magenises toward 
the south renewed the dying sound, and sent it rolling through 
the mountains of 0*Flannagan, M*Mahon and 0*Rourke, who all 
under arms, of whatever sort they could find, repaired to the 
castle of 0*Donnell. 

A short speech was delivered to them, as they stood around 
then: chieftain, commenting on the insolence pride &nd growing 
power of the Norman de Borgos. This was answered by the 
war cry of the 0*Donnells aboo aboo from every mouth, that 
rung like a peal of thunder through all the apartments of ihe 
antiquated mansion. To add to the distress of his daughter, she 
was carried with them to be a spectator of scenes unbefitting the 
presence of any female, much less the feeling heart of young 
Laura. 

The next evening saw ih^m across both Swilly a^d "Foyle, 
marching with hostile minds against the peaceable inhabitants 
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of Dalriadagh.* Unhappy country said Laurav^h unhappy Erin If 
torn' by intestine broils and dissensiohs since tinne imnnemorial : 
a^d bo^ can I behold those scenes that are about.lo take pl^ce ! 
had my father left me at home to mourn in dreadful- <expe9ta4ion, 
it would have been affliction enough, and rather more than I 
could bear. Perhaps I may see the face of sonoe of thqse whom 
above all the world I do not wish to see; if Providence had faled 
<ne another father^ or my father another daughter— at the con- 
clusion of these words she wept aloudv and fell Upon the breast 
of one of her maids who accompanied her. T^ father was 
witness to this sensation of his child, whose feeling heart it 
seemed, was not capable of conceiving the sad sequel of this 
undertaking. She and her two > maids were moqnted on white 
horses of that species called HobelIarii,| something larger than 
thQ common ponies, but of a[ gentle disposition and etegabt figure. 

The two bards Malbruthan and Tuadar, who so lately had 
travelled this road, ^un-ounded with ha}^iness and entertained by 
the innocent conversation of the peasantry, were now forced to 
accompany their patron on this disagreeable business, which was 
about to water the pleasant plains of Hibernia, with the tears 
qi wife maid orphan and widoyv^ When they entered the bprony 
of Kenaught or Q'Kane's country, said O'Donnellto one^of bis 
^ons who commanded, the McLaughlins, order the tro€4>s to file to 
the right, keeping the river IJoe on the same side until you come 
to the castle of 0*Cahan, for there I intend to quarter my forces 
to-night, and the following morning we shall clear the pass of the 
mountains, and direct our march for the deep and sullen Batrn; 
and thence to the Dalriadagh. or lands of McQuillan. He then 

* A name by which the northern parts of Antrim were forflwrly c«Ued and now cornijp^ 
into Route. 

t Ireland in early tihiea baa been known by many names— Erin, lerne, Jerna, Juverna, Iria, 
Pernia Hibernia, Hi^erione. .Also Bcita, Seotas, Scoticufl> Sciotiooa, »nd Scotia: Imm Saytbte, 
whence the Gael emigrated. Others think from Scota, wife of Gaethelus. and daughter to one 
of the Pliaraohs, Claiidian, Paulus Oro'siup, Gitdus Cbgitous, tsadore and Bedb, testes. Iiiis Alfra, 
the noble island, Inis Bannua, Ihe blfssed island, 4nis falia, tlie fata< island, froari tba^^faftftl«ioirf 
which was taken to Scotland and used for the coronation of their kfngs; being placed in a 
wooden chair it was afterwards taken away by Edward first to London and left in Weiftmjnster 
Abby shortly after the unhappy end of inunortale Wallace — the green island the island of strangers. 

• X The Hobellarii were first imported from Sp^in, and used in war by the 4cin^ 4f the 
Continent. Paulus Jovius afiirms, that he saw twelve of the Irish Hobellarii of a beautiful 
vrtUtenew tod in the Pope's trains 
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ordered the shells and war trumpets to be sounded, the echo of 
which travelled up the streams of the Roe, until it reached the 
castle * at Leamavady* OGahan immediately despatched a couple 
of horsemen to reconnoitre and bring back tidings what the war- 
like sound meant, who on mounting a little hill to the one side 
could perceive three large red flags waving aloft, and shortly 
after the front ranks- of the forces. Returning they informed 
O'Cahan of what they had seen, and added they were sure it was 
the approach of McQuillan his enemy. He coolly mounted, and 
calling for his sword rode forward to see ; but when he came to 
that place called Mulloghbaan, or the little white hill, he imme- 
diately called to his galloglasses, No said he these are no enemies; 
it is the colours of Owen Baldearg or 0*Donnell the red, Owen 
^Roe O'Donnell. I can easily distinguish the Tyrconnel arms as 
the wind expands the flag, and sweeps it like a red flame over the 
trees.-r-Make the best of your way to the castle, said he, and give 
orders that dinner he prepared for the army of Owen Roe 
0*Donnell, and what cannot be accommodated at Limavady, let 
them be quartered through my tenantry, while I go to receive 
them. After a friendly salu-tation on both sides, they rode for- 
ward, 0*Donnell having given the charge of the troops to his two 
sons Odo and Roderick. As they came along the side of the hill 
lying parrallel with the river, and were turning down a large 



* The castle of O'Cahan, one of the chiefs of that name stood on a lofty rock, overhanging the 
sii^am of the Roe. There are at present the traces of his fishpond with one solitary apple tree 
growing where his orchard was, but not a stone is to be seen where this anciont edifice once 
stood. I imagine they have been carried away for the purpose of building, as a bleachgreen has 
been erected in i^s immediate vicinity. There are many stories prevalent regarding great 
O'Cahan, who last inhabited this beautifully romantic place, surrounded even to this day by oaks 
an*all other kinds of forest trees with which our country formerly abounded. I have/ieard some 
people aflirm, that he would have sharpened his sword in the morning, and come in at night 
having it altogether blunted from the slaughter he i^a^p among the Protestants, to this I am 
not inclined to give much belief. Another story is, that he had arbitrary demands regarding 
every new married bride, in consequence of )which he was almost killed by the O'Mullins, near 
the village of Garvagh, although this place was convenient to another powerful branch of the 
qame family. Be this as it may, on the flrat market day of Newtonlimavady, he collected indis- 
criminately A number of the O'MuUins, and brought them to a place since called the gallows hill, 
and there hung them up in revenge for what had been done to him ; it was but the other year 
that some labourers in digging gravel for the public road, turned up their jaw bones and skulls, 
where they had been buried at title foot of the gallows which was erected in sight of the castle 
windows. I am ha^y to learn that it Was with much reluctance the present possessor pulled 
down the castle, saying as I am informed, he would rather have sunk one thousand pounds in its 
repairs; but being obligated in a clause of his lease, he was forced to demolish this beautiful 
Gothic structure, the history of which will cast an eternal obloquy over the Vandal's memory 
who was the prime ixistigator. 

6* 
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avenue skirted on each side with spreading oaks, the old family 
mansion of 0*Cahan or Cooey Na Gall opened upon their view, 
standing on the peak of a rock after the manner of a sentry box, 
with the lucid current of the Roe dashing in whitened foam far 
below. At some distance were his office-houses, with barracks 
and other accommodations for his galloglasses ; and on the rising 
grounds, a high stone wall fenced in a spacious track of land, 
which was wetl stocked with deer. The great entrance faci^jg 
the avenue was raised a considerable height above the common 
surface, with some rough hewn blocks of basalt or whinstone, and, 
a large massive door of glenwood oak, solid as iron and black as 
ebony secured this passage. Above this door was a broad slab of' 
quartz> and on it was carved in legible characters the family coat 
of arms ; ** the crown and ihreh stars, tw© flagk of defence on- 
each side of the crown, two rampant lions to support the 
standards ; with bloody heart and hand , swords- stag and deer, 
cat and monkey, river otter salmon and bunch of shamrocks.'* 

As they entered the hall, it was hung on each side with suits 
of rusty armour, and at the opposite end were seen a huge pair 
of antlers probably the growth of some hundred years, together 
with the shaggy skin of a wolf, having the teeth and claws still 
attached to it ; 0*Donnell surveyed them as he passed along, and 
reaching up his hand, brought down a weighty instrument having 
a bjade almost as broad as a scythe; he must have been a stout 
fellowv said he, who could wield this weapon with any kind of 
ease. That is the Bailie na sluadh said O'Cahan, it w^as w ith that 
very weapon that my ancestor Dermont O'Cahan overthrew the 
Saxons^ at the old cemetery* of Dungiven, when they Vvere 
f • 

* This is one of the most extraortinary ruins in the Co. Derry, or perhaps in Ireland ; in 
1100 Dermout O'Cahan founded a priory for canons regular of the Augustine order, hut it 
having' been polluted by the effusion of blood, was afterwards restored by the archbishop 
of Armagh. In 1297 the town of Dungiven was founded by the same fkniily, and this cemetery 
was the chief bnrying place of that sept. In the' southeast corner of the church, lying in a 
horizontal posture, is the effigy of Cooey Na Gall, the last inhabitant of the casile on the 
rock ; above him on the eastern gable in former tim^s was his coat of arms, but this has 
long disappeared: he has oh the Celtic dress, which was the national costume at that perio<^, 
with a broadsword in his right hand. Around him stopd .twelve images (two at each end and 
Ibur at each side), of a smaller size, seemingly as if they supported the greater image : it was 
unknown what the meaning of these was, or whom they represented, ai O'Cahan's children 
did not amount to that number. Some years past however not exceeding half a century, one 
of itie lineal descendants of the OCaban's had hurried her husband within the church, und a« 
near as posaible to the great Coo«y-ua Gall, which grave seemed to have infringed a little oo the 
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attempting to pillage that monastery ; and I am pfouder to be heir 
to the Bailie na Sluadh than the estate of Limavady ; nor is there 
J any instrument you see, that \Vas not either the property of my 
aacestors, or taken by them from their enemies on the field of 
battle, but our family is fast going to decay, as well as our 
inheritance. 

^ f pwen Roe O'Donnell informcfd him after dinner of his intentions 

regarding McQuillan, aud his alliance with the O^Neills of Clan- 

. ^buoy. I do not wish s^id he to punish him farther than drive ofl' 

a number of cattle fron? the Route and northern parts of Antrim: 

^' i)ui should he attempt any thing like opposition, I fe.a^r I may be 

^ li^c^ly to lay a heavy hand on him. He and I said the other, have 

J^en at war thesq, seven years, and I have always found him a 

*\ generous enemy, nor can I censure him for his adherence to our 

J common friend P'Neill ; for let matters stand as they will between 

us and the latter, he is our kinsman and indeed I must say Jie is 

a warm friend, but on the other hand a dangerous enemy ; and 

, if 'the sound of M'Quillain's shell can reach the Clanbuoy boys, I 

' think the same number of you never wfll descend the heights of 

Knockanbaan,* for he has the swiftness of the eagle, and the 

impetuosity of the lion. I am perfectly aware said O'Donnell 

of his prowess in war, and know well that what you say is 

ground taken up by a certain ^ntleman of the nejghbourbood of Dungiven, whose ancestors had 
come 'as strangers to that place. He rode to this poor woman's door, and with some warmth 
(temanded by what authority she dared to inter her hMband sA near his ground ? This reprimand ^ 
tore asunder the wound in her mind yvhicb was beginning to heal, and opening upon him in the 
strong invective and approbrium of her vernacular tongue, she raked him fore and aft with 
various epithets, asking bim how dare be bury in the church erected by her great forefathers any 
of his spurious breed, as she called them in Irish ? terming him at the same time turn-coat and 
j^tevloper. I say said she how dare you appro^ich the sacred ground in which greaf Cooey Na 
Gall lies, with his twelve m'en of the Cooeys, at present Clu;ggs supporting him. These were 
twelve families of the O'Cahan's who supported Cooey*Na Gall, and after him were called 
Cooegs or (^uiggs. After this taking the street and clapping her hands violently together, she 
raised the. old C^oine following him up the street, clapping and bowling in the most terrific 
manner, until the O'C^han's roused by ber cries rushed fo^th upon him, and it was the swiftness 
of his horse alone that saved him. 

* In Ireland, tbe appellations which are used for hlUs* aqd mountains, serve better to dis* 
tinguish the size of the oqe from the other than in any othei: cduntry. Knock signifies the 
smallest hill, but one tolerably abrupt on steep as they call it. MuUough is a hill that inay 
he latitudinous in its basQ but of an «asy ^scent. Crock is sometimes applied to a smallerPfF 
and sometimes to a larger eminence, even approaching a mountain. Sliabh or Slieve the largest 
« mountain, such as the Andecs, the Alp;;, or Pyranees. Benn, or Binn to an abrupt rock, as 
Benevenney in co. Derry, Tillanhead. in i)on£gall, 9nd St. Kilda in the Hebrides. Doon also 
signifies a rock overhanging the sea. ^ ' '> 
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characteristic of him, but the temper of Baldearg's sword was ^ 
known to 0*Neill loQg before the present day, and I question, not^ 
withstanding alf his velocity offing, but he might fly back again ^ 
as fast as he flew forward ; however it does not sit well on a 
Tyrconnell to boast, a short space of time will put all our sayings 
to the test, so let us leave off* commenting now, and introducie 
another subject. 

%. • 
Pray where have you got the wolf-skin 1 it seems to have teen 
a large animal and scarcely so dark in the colour as many, 
wolves* that I have seen. This wolf said the other w^s caught 
near to the deer-park, and there lies the boy pointing to a large* 
stout wolf dog that was lying in the hall, there lies the boy tiiat ^ 
attacked him: you see he is a pensioner, haying lost nearly j[^i|^; 
right ear in the contest; he is greatly lacerated in the breast by j 
the claws of his enemy who was no commcin plunderer ; but he 
is recovering,' and 1 shall take good care that he be well nursed 
until he be better. 

It was one night as I had walked out after supper to inhale 
the fresh air, and enjoy the beauty of the surrounding scenery — 
I am always attended by Tartar, this was the dog's name, and 
rising the height along the park wall, Tartar dashed into a thicket 
and laid hold on the robber, who answered him with a most 
tremendous yell, and wheeling upon him with tooth and nail, I 
thought had despatched him, as Tartar remained quite silent; I 
however, with a blow^ of that Andrew Ferara half severed the 
wolf's head from his body, and there I found Tartar clinging to 
his thrpat with a death hold, regardless of all his efforts. I have 
suspended the trophy in^ the hall, and there is no place in the 

* A family who were natives of the village of Ihingiren, and by trade timber-workers', 
Iftractised going to the glen^ooda in the night time to cut and carry off the oak ; they would have 
kindled a large fire in the old graveyard, and turning their horses into the castle meadow, 
no person dared look out while the fire was there; then mounting they rode to the woods 
and cut down their loads, trussing it to the pins of the stratVlle on eUch side of the beast. It 
was in one of these excubions, that a horse strayed away in the wood and his owqer 
running down the glen in search of him, bearing in his hand an instrument in forni of a 
vlword to defend himself ttom the wolves, when seeing him as he thought sitting on his 
h.innches in a bog, he seized him by the tail and striking him along the hip with the instrument 
in his hand, called get up Brown as loud as be could roar. The animal which was a wolf ^ith 
a howl that made both his ears tingle, passed across the glen like a shadow and disappeared 
in ddrh^^css. 
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. mansion pleases Tartar so well* to lie, as immediately under it, 
basking like many, a renowned hero in. the sunshine of hU hardly 
"^arneci spoils. The night from hence was speni in wassail and 
revelry ; the deeds of the O'Cahans against the Danes, the Saxons 
£i,t\d their achievements in the land of Palestine as Crusaders, were 
all^ung; the great Baldeargs were not however left, in the shade, 

' but shone equally splendid in all the records of music and poetry. 
The Irish cornu w^hich used to kindle the flame of war from shore 
to shore, was her^ filled to the brim with strong wine of Oporto, 

^nd martfuUy quaflfed to ihe bottom by every guest. 



'1 
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I Teag O'C^^an, who was now family bard at Limavady, mingled 
the sttains of his harp with the<>thers, and along with many good 
ifees, performed "Thro' the green vallies of JErin" with true 
' Tastf and judgment, at which all rose to th^ir feet in honour of the 
deceased minstrel ; the O'Cahans all hanging down their heads, 
and turning their eyes toward the likeness of the sage, suspended 
on the wall as he leaned over his antique instrument, and performed 
the same piece.. 

Having taken some rest, G'Donnell caused the cornu to be 
sounded, and drawing around him his sturdy galloglasses,* he gave 
orders to march, the pipersf playing up, farewell to great Cooey 
Na Gall, as the broad red flag waved ^najestically over their heads, 
V pointing its intimidating crest toward the peaceable inhabitants 
of Dunluce. The day to be in winter was fine, the sun shone 
bright on their steel helmets and burnished swords, as every soldier, 
together with his other armour, carried a broadsword either light 
or weighty, according to his class : the Kerns were a light armed 
•kind of soldiery who carried a spear, lance and light shield, vsrith 

* The Galloglames, or Galligloghs were a robust stout soldiery, or attendants on an Irish 
prince, and were allowed more honour II nd priTilege than a private man. They usually wore 
a weighty coat of mail and steel casque, with a ponderous bettle-ax called in Irish Tuatha- 
Catban. having a strong target or shield on the left arm, and this battle-ax in the right, with 
the thumb along the handle to direct the stroke, they would have lopped off a horseman's 
thigh at one blow, the body falling on one side, and the limb on the other. 

t The pipes were used at a very «arly period in Ireland, some suppose coeval with the 
harp; but it is not c|0, we are indebted for them to the Scotch, and they to the Romans. W« 
have still majiy Irish, faqailies celebrated for their performance on the pipes ; as the O'Rourkea, 
the O'Kellys. , 

Ptolemy Auietas got his name from his love df the bagpipes. 

6 
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a sword of smaller dimension than the galloglasses. The troops 
now from the top of the intervening mountain^ had a full view . 
of the Antrim side of the Bann, to which river the commander 
despatched a body of his lightarmed forces the Kerns, t^hat they 
might seize as many boats as they could, and also the boatmen,* 
lest an alarm* should be given. This being done and the main body , 
having arrived, they were transported to the farther bank in safety. 

t V 

ODonnell having posted a strong guard on the ferry, fof the 
purpose of securing a safe passage at their return, then sending^ 
out his men in small detachments, he remained in the centre oi 
the country, giving orders to sweep it of horses, cows and sheep,- 
as far as they went* At the time of this irruption, M'Quillan 
had been a small distance from home, and did jiot hear of it untij^ ^ 
his return in the evefting, when his ears were .filled by the cries 
of his distressed tenantry, and followers as they wye called, ev^ry 
one painting his distress in as good a way as he could, and among 
the foremost was M*Ilvennan dapping his hands and shouting in 
the depth of affliction. Wheii his patron took possession of Dun- 
luce, he assigned him a good portion of land fit for tillage, together 
with a tolerable quantity of rough ground as piasturage, in reward 
for his unshaken zeal to the family. He was now become an in- 
terresting farmer, and had his little patrimony as well stocked as 
the closest industry from him and his partner would allow. 

Meeting with his magnanimous friend, he opened on him with 
a clap of his two horny hands like the report of a musket. Oh 
Mister McQuillan Oroh ochon Pm rabbed I'm rabbed ; Pm broken, 
jewel ! Crummy and hawky is both whipped- away fram me, but 
the poor neenan ogs, ochon marafastie, one of my cows, fitly 
forrow, and the other's time was in at ould Hollantine avillish 
and the ould mare and the clibbuck, that I was aflfered five pound 
bate a crown far in the Martinmas ftiir of Cool rathain, oh miely 
murder, my three poor oganaghslf and their dry hearts J arrah, 

* This syBtem of warfare, wjiich was universally adopted in Ireland at that period, must have 
been the most iniquitous that could prevail in any country, punishing the rnnocefnt as severely an 
Ibe guilty ; and visiting the offence of the mtister on'his unoffending and harniless domestics, that 
were isrnorant of the evil for which they were suffering. Listen to them expressing their sorrow 
of heart by lowing neighing and bleating. • 

t The young infants. | Dry heart is a term usually applied to people who have no milk. 
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. *Tmf the |)ax and th6 plague overtake them ; arrah musha a mur- 
' ♦ rain "light on tfie bad breed of the Biildeargs and their dirty 
* * ^feught,* as I may safely say this good Monday morning fresh and 
\ flreting jetvel; ochon ochon my poor cappul,f and brimmaght,;}: 
^ » ^will I ever see your purty wjiite face again coming nodding up to 

• i, the.'ciDor of my cabin, with your sweeping long tail and your 

ski|^in^ and jumping ! mannam your soncy § gaacy || face astore I 

• i Qch och what will my poor oganaghs do that haven't a white drap 

this*marning gragalmachuee. 

1^, Siich a plaintive apostrophe to his cattle as what M'llvennan 
? uttered, touched his master's heart, for it appeared to him the 
♦, workings of nature, and this orratory never fails to captivate the 
^j^tention of the audience. lam distressed for you said he, nor 
can I redress your wrongs at present. However my orders are, 
. not to you alc^ M*Ilvennan but to all, haste with tJ\e utmost des- 
'^^ patch and rouse my plansmen and galloglasses from the Bann to 
the Bush and the Bush to Slieve Barragh ; let all haste to the ferry 
at Culrathain,*!! bearing whatever weapons they can s^ize, and per- 
chance we shall overtake the despoilers. The alarm was soon 
given and spread over the country like a nothern meteor. The 
war trurripet and Irish cornu were blown from the top of Croagh- 
moie, ** their blasts travelling along the vallies while every chief 
caught the omnious sound,, and sent it like infection from hill to 
hill. The great flag bearing the arms of De Borgo was unfurled, 
and at ten that night they raised the Irish war cry on the banks 
of the Bann. ft When young Garry McQuillan came to the water " 
edge, being foremost, he ^w that the boats were all bound fast at 
the other side, and the boatmen tied with their hands behind their ' 
backs, so that they were rendered unfit to assist them. He how- 
ever spurred his horse with fury into the river, and the faithful 
animal striking like a waterdog, bore him to the other bank; then 

• Tribe or clan. f Mare. % Colt. § Lucky. | Broad and cheerful. 

f Culrathain, the town at the fort. 

** This hill is in the neighbourhood of the Giants* Causeway, and is six imndred and tea 
feet abpve th6 level of the sea. ^ 

ft This river has its source in the moipitains of Moume, Co. Down, and iscaHed the Bann 
a little before it enters that romantic sheet of water called Lough Neagh. It is termed the 
Bann from this to it falls into the sea. 
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dismounting he untied the ferrymen, but whet was his^ ^urpi^i|^>^ 
wjien he. was told that the oars were sent down thg stream. "The :^ 
want of them was supplied by wTenching off a couple* of sbingles 
from the side of a yawl that lay hard by, and with the ^ssistanae 
of these they brought all the boats over; temporary oars wer6 ^ 
procured after some delay, and the troops marched forwar^ at* a 
quicjc pace. The night being dark, they could not ma^e rtiuch ^ 
speed, however the country w^ pretty well known to thehi, havirig % 
fought the 0*Cahans almost on every mile of it. 

McQuillan gave orders that no music should be heard n(^*t]^e 
sound of any instrument whatever, but that all should march in . 
deep silence, keeping as nqar the leaders as possible, and for filrther 
security he detached an advance guard to expjore the recesses of '' 
the wood, so that they might not be surprised by an ambuscade ; 
to his eldest son Finn McQuillan he gave the command of this 
body, marching along with the standard himself and his two other ' 
sons, all who were engaged in hushing whatever noise might arise, 
and urging forward the army. They began at length to emerge . 
from the wpods, and entering a kind of moor, the horses were 
every moment plunged into the girth, . so that they were necessi- 
tated to seek a better and firmer ground for the cavalry, and allow 
the infantry to proceed through the bog ; this manoeuvre separated 
the forces for some time, and had they been in the neighbourHbod 
of an enemy, might have proved fatal to them; but having an ad- 
vance guard commanded by an active vigilant officer, and all 
well proven in adventures of this kind, they were under no appre- 
hensions. It was the space nearly of two hours before the ground 
became firm enough to admit a re-union of the forces, and after 
they were joined on a hard footing, it was so rough that the riders 
were often unhorsed, and sometjmes rider and horse rolled over 
each other alternately ; the night was still and very cold, but being 
well advanced they were soon in expectation of the moon. All 
at orice the mountain became level and quite hard ; as they ap- 
proached that part of it called Gortcorbery, McQuillan who com- 
manded the advanced guard, stooping down with his ear to the 
horse's neck in a listening posture, gave orders to halt, as he thought 
he heard the sound of horses* feet at a distance, but approaching 
them at a hard gallop ; none in the ranks could conjecture what 
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^ha meaning of this solitary horseman could be, coming with such 

ifr^pidity in the d^rk of the night, and through a mpumainr where 

he* dich^ot see two leaps befoj^e him. Some thought that it might 

* , b^a prispn^r making his escape from the enemy, others with more 

4^ »I*robability imaginined that it rhight be a scout sent out on the 

*V*^%a(ne ^isiness on which they themselves had been ordei*ed. A few 

•' of tlje -fidldiers were for cutting him down, and some others for 

piking him prisoner, at that time Bf^Quillan looking between him 

•and#ie western horizon, which now began to brighten from the 

refteiition of the rising moon, saw the appearance approaching 

♦eti^s if led by a line. Stand to the right and left said he, and 

seize |^im as he passes. 

If The Ihin-maned, high-headed, strong-hoofed, fleet-botfnding son of the 
hill, his name is Dusronnal among the stormy sons of the sword. A thousand 
thongs bind the car on high; hard polished bits shine in a wreath of foam ; 
thin thongs, bright-studded with gems bend on the stately necks of the steeds ; 
\the steeds that like wreaths of mist fly over the streamy vales. The wildness 
of deer is in their course, the strength of eagles descending on their prey, their 
noise is like the blast of winffer on the sides of the snow-headed Gormal." — Oss. 

The wind was whistUng off him as he skimmed the heath Hke 
a swallow, when M'llvennan, who was in this party, and well 
accustomed to vigilance in the night, looked up and seeing the 
horsjilp white face, roared out by St. Bridget ahd the nine Whillans * 
it's the brimmagh dhu.t Arrah musha kied miel a faltie to your 
soncy face, my poor fellow, and you just came to meet us ma 
vourneen, och I knew it was the sound of your own feet as soon 
as ever I heard them. But where have you left the poor ould 
Cappul bawnj your mother achree? och she was not able to 
follow yes with her ould stiff legs that have plowed and harrowed 
so long to us ; murra bad luck* to t)>e thief s breed of the Baldeargs, 
she'll b6 breaking her poor ould heart after yes. He had a* feeling 
breast and delivered himself in his own way with the most tender 
sympathy. His beast acknowledged the affection of his master 
in a wonderful degree, for as soon as he heard his voice, pitching 
himself on his haunches with the utmost activity, he was standing 
* stone still in two leaps ; then gruntJing and shooting his head over 
his shoulder, they carressed each other like two brothers that had 

• Nine rocks near Glenarm. f The black colt. X The white mare. 
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mel for the first time after seveq year's sepapation. It is supposed 

that as he was wild and hght a-foot, he had escaped from his enemies^ 

at some turning, ajid gaining the open fields their piysuit only 

increased his flight, until with the wind blowing right a-head*)f 

him, he began to smell some of his old companions with whom b^^' 

gambolled many a day on the green coasts of Antrim, and tt^ua 

directed his flying course for them. ; ,'\ 

i » 

The dam of the young horse was a good highlander of a^ rea- 
sonable size, and for fire and spunk, as the jockeys term it, Avas 
behind none other. His sire was a blood horse of M*Quillan'«, and 
one of the most powerful animals on the sod ever known in k-e- 
land, so that the brimmagh for speed and activity was welt come 
home on both sides, as the saying is. ^ 

It was with much difficulty that M*llvennan could be separated 
from his friend, chafing his neck and clapping him, frequently , 
asking him questions, as if he could answer all his inquiries. 
There is no nation in the world so fond of their . cattle chieflly 
their horses, as the Irish, unless the Arabians:* and the reason is, 
that the poor Irishman and his beast are constant conipanions; he 
has not high company, luxuries or invented pleasures to direct his 
attention from his faithful companion ; he frequently lives in the 
same shed with him, talks to him, tells him his grievancelf' and 
asks after his, as M^IIvennanf did; this is a manner of fondling 
and making much of 4he animal, and seems to be perfectly under- 
stood by him in turn. The officer gave orders to march, ^nd 
called to him to come on ; and what will I do with the brimmagh 
jewel you know, said he, if I let him go here he will follow us, 
and may be the blackguards w^ill get hould of him again achree, 
so the blackhearted spalpeens would ax no better I'm sure and 
sartin, pshtshrew^ pshtshrew — stand still I say, do you know where 

* It is not uncommon to see a poor man even in ttae winter season himself in rags, and mounted, 
whether on a tree or the top of his cabin, surveying his horse with head and tail erect, encircling 
the country, snuffing the gale, and passing over the fences like an arrow. 

t I have been acquainted with a person that had a large handsome dog which would fawn upon 
his master when he would call upon him by an indulgent name ; but should he mention the word - 
raacal, he would slink away with his head and tail down, frequently looking hack to know 
whether he was in real earnest or not, and so much for the gentle treatmeat of the irrutional 
species. ' 



.^ - NORMAN DE BORGOS. ^ 75 

you^e gwine, Bochil Dhu? ♦ hallo has any of yes an ould halter 
#or hay-rope about yes ? Noh ! and what will I do then ? Fm afeard 

if I go^home with him, I could not overtake yes ; but hould hould 

I'H^ send him home himself -^ I say sii-, you muSt keep the ver^. 
*same track that you came, and when you come to the great big 
.Water, or lag na darraghjf as I may say, yes need not be waiting 

for a^boat, but just swim through at Culrathain and then straight 

hbiiie, an my bennaght led musha. J 

After all this digression, and so friendly a caution to his horse, 
4^*Il^nnan putting his two hands to his mouth and raising a sput- 
tering noise, let the colt loose, and flinging his hat among his feet, 
^ raised a whillilu and cry ; the colt flying off with the speed of the 
wind, soon disappeared in darkness. Arrah mucha but I had bad 
luck said he, and now it's ju$t come into my head that I did'nt 
send home these ould martinns,§ for they're only an incumbrance 
to me, and if I had tied them to his tail, he wood have taken theni 
home to the garloghs or sheelah, that they would keep her lags 
warm. He received a sharp reproof for raising so much noise at 
that particular juncture, and also for his unnecessary delay ; but 
excepting M*Ilvennan alone, there was none other dare have 
taken those liberties. 

Wfiether the brimcnagh had stopped to feed along the road is 
not known ; but it, is possible to think he did, after so much fatigue 
and so long a journey; however the sun was up before he^came 
round the hill at Ballymagarry, which he did as if he had been 
turning one of the sweeps on the Curragh of Kildafe, his glossy 
skin shining with the water thro* which he had swam some six 
miles back. As he passed the castle, he neighed aloud, and turn- 
ing, gazed about^him* snufiing the air, and then with a toss up of 
his heels, took the road again until the sound of his feet and the 
appearance of his cheerful white face, brought the family to the 
door of the cottage, round which he went three times with his 
head erect, and tail turned up, the long hair falling down on his 
back, this he did as a kind of salutation to them, and afierwarS 

* Black boy. t.^eep and dark. I ^^^y blessing^^Hbi you. 
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§ Martin's old. stockings wanting the feet, which arc usually w^^^Hlhuae who are nec€ssi> 
tated to travel through wet ground. 
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was supplied with some refreshment in his own familiar stand. 
As the colt came across the country all the women, old men« 
and children of the neighbourhood flocked after him, seemingly 
|o learn the news concerning their friends and property. M'Quillan 
4u them as near the road that the colt came as he could, keeping 
a close look out on every hand, for the horizon was becoming 
clear Snd the morning fast advancing. They were now on the 
top of Knockanbaan, and* pretty close to the old Druidical temple, 
which served in place of an observatory : the troops being ordered 
to halt and one of them to ascend the highest part of the wall, he 
told them that Jie saw a very large fire, the smoke of which began 
to be perceptible to them all, on account of the brightness of the 
morning, and now and then their ears were saluted with the 
neighing of horses, lowing of coWs and bleating of sheep. Garry 
M'Quillan mounted the old building himself, and saw that 0*Don- 
nell had entrenched himself immediately beneath them on a little 
rising ground covered with furze ; the cattle were turned into a 
large field where they were browsing at their ease, save now and 
then that they would lift up their honest front and feelingly utter 
the impulse of nature. 

They had posted a strong guard on the park, and in the middle 
of the intrenchment the red standard of Baldearg was howering 
over them like a fiery dragon breathing death and destrucliori to 
all opposers. The smell of roasted flesh was strongly felt, and 
some were seen seated along the trench, which was of of a quad- 
rangular form, others supplying them with refreshments: when 
the cornu was filled and handed about from one to another, pledg- 
ing their great leader in the war-cry of Baldearg, ivhich made the 
distant mountains echo through brake and dell, not escaping the ears 
of De Borgo and his galloglaghs. An immediate council of war 
was called behjnd the old ruins, arid Daniel McQuillan arose, and 
addressing the assembly, spoke a few words nearly as follows: 



Our common enemy ray friends, lies securely entrenched beneath 
us in no kind of fear, 1 am certain of an attack, nor indeed has 
he reason t for c^|sid€fring the strength of his position, the number 
of his forces, d^B^ain a matter that is still greater than any of 
these, he is encl^PId in the country of our mortal enemy, I mean 
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Cooey NaGall OCahan, who, i^hould we be victoriocis, hiight 'fall 
upon us when our numbers are weakened and in disorder, and 
thereby annihilate us altogether. My opinion is therefore this, 
ths^t we rest here, or rather in the depth of yonder wood, unl^ 
two of the swiftest of our horses carry tidings to our friend 
O'Neill of Clanbuoy, with whose asnstance we might have a 
better chance of victory, Finri McQuillan, bis" eldest son, next 
addressed them thus : 

* Fellow-soldiers and Brothers, 

I must confess that I perfectly agree with my father, that to 
fight in conjunctioa with our friend O'Neill, might be more secure 
and likewise ijiight give us a greater chance of victoryj that is, 
if he were present, but must we lie inactive here, waiting for 
succours, while we befiold our enemy coolly march off with the 
plunder of our country? I think I hear at this moment the cries 
of distres;s which first informed me of this unprovoked act of 
rapacity, nor is there a man present who ought not to feel the 
injury as sensibly as what I do. In regard of OCahan, I am not 
afraid of his interference ; I know he is possessed of honour. I 
have often experienced it When we fought him singly, and there- 
fore cannot attribute a dishonourable part to him in such a crisis 
as this. Therefore I call upon you fellow-soldiers by holding up 
your left hands, i*f you wish that our enemy should march oflf with 
the spoil oj the fatherless, the widow and the infirm, while you in 
your right hands grasp the swords that so long have stricken 
terror to th^ enemies of the Nornyan de Borgo. ' If otherwise 
raise your shining blades to heaven. For myself I say that had 
I only twenty of my choice galloglaghs I would attempt it, how- 
ever ineffectual 

''■*'' ' ' ■' 

In ariswet- to this patriotic appeal, all as one man held up their 
right arms, pointing their gleaming Swords to the sky, and 
entreating him to lead them forward. His two brothers Garry 
and. Daniel, rose up and said they had nothing to say but what 
he had spoken before them, and therefore the soon^^ie led them 
to the attack the better. I wish now said hia.thVB|k Daniel, 
retire ^long the west side of the mount^m, withA^^lfetachment, 
and if possible g«iin the bottom of the river lttipercd|ved by the 
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enemy : then marching along this stream, by no rrieans show jotir-^ 
self out of the ¥^ood until you are completely behind them ; i» 
this position you must remam until you see unfurled the eagle of 
De Borgo ; yes and even until you see me engaged, and that their 
attention be turned all this way ; then I vish you to come on like 
a thunderbolt, and we shall bav« them between us. To you Garry 
I commit the right wing, and desire that like myself you use no 
weapon save the broadsword, and on this occasion let us imitate 
our great ancestors at the battle* of Hastings. A few words to 
you my dear father, and then Vrti done. If the entreaty of a 
child can prevail upon you, will you and some choosen ones whom 
I shall name remain in this ground and view the battle ; you can- 
not aid us much, but should you fall* it would ruin our cause. 
Turning to the soldiers who were all we^J prepared for the action 
as well in body as in mind, I cannot assure you my brave fellows 
of \4ctory, said he altho' <Air cause is good ; 4>ut I can assure 
you that I fear no man in the ranks of our enemy, whether in 
single or general combat, and wish you to do nothing only imitate 
my example. You see that my brother with the green cockades 
has gained the wood, and now I call upon you all, have yx)U 
swords in your hands ? Yes. Well behold your cattle, and thpse 
who have wrested them from you. The standard was now un- 
furled, and all with one shout raised, the Irish war-cry, farah ! 
farahl farah! 

It was customary, or rather one of the feudal law« prevailing 
in those days, that the enen^ who could forcibly take the property 
of another past three trosses situated at a mentioned distance 
from each other, then became the lawful possessor of it; a^d 
therefore 0*Donnell had placed one cross at the Bann«ide, another 
somewhere in a central direction, and the last beyond the old 
church of- Drumachose. 

At this cross defended by a strong guards he had ordered his 
lovely daughter Laura to remain, in order thut the troops n^ght 
be more incited to reach the last goal. With her, were her wait- 
ing mauM^feeated in a kind of temporary tent, erected from the 
boughs o^Kott She was pale ss death, and could have wished 
that she hlid men depiived of, sight before that bloody day ; for 
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siie tfembted tor tbkik that »\m might see Finn McQuillan and 
> her brothers' ^gaged, one of whom «be knew must fall. Baldearg 

and his forces were astonished to hear the war-cry and see the 

standard of an enemjr, whom they did Hot consider on the same' 
'- side of the Bann with them ; therefore the first general ciy was 

shin kateway,* or some such word, which signifies behold the 

ipultitudes.' 

• . • . . . 

Thoe next cry to arms t to imias-i and let the woi'd be Laura 

OD««melI. V 
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y *^ As tlie sodden rising of Winds, or distant rolling of troubled seas when 

soine daik^ gliost in wratb heaves the billows over an rsle. an isle the. seat of 
k mist on ' the deep, for many dark brawn years ; so terrible is the sound of the 

L host moving o^r the field. Gall was tall before them : the streams glitter 

i between his strides; the bards raise the song by. his side, he strikes his shield 

I betweeop on the skirts of the blast the tuneful voices rise.'' — Ots, 

Finn M'Quillan* marched forward, Qommanding the main body, 

while his brother Garry led on the right wing, supported by some 

inferior officers of good experience, and as the enemy made a full 

L • stop, obsex.ving the disposition of his lines, and extending his left 

' *' wing so as to cover the field in which the cattle were driven, he 

ij attacked them with impetuosity, and drove them back over a 

i small stream that empties itself into the' Curly, at which time his 

{ younger brother Was warmly engaged by one of the Baldeargs, 

feading on' the clan 0*Flannagan and the clan M'Laughlin, two 

L fierce tribes from the south of Donegall, or Tyrconnql, as it was 

I* / formerly termed. Garry being fewer in number than his opponents, 

I ■ s«[w hi? forces about to' be oiitflanked, and by degrees retired a 

short distance, keeping good order arid forming a junction with 

!' *• ' • 

I ^ '^ Pcom this word the hill crer afttr wn culled the Kady« in plaee of its former name, 

[ i ' Knockftnbaan. The battle latted for two sucoeetive dayt although some eay three ; bat I am 

rather givea to believe the former from certain indisputable reasons. The entrenchment in 

which 0*DonneUi haked, was of a quadraofalat shape i but whether oftfinally formed by hiin 

> 1 capnot «ay ; it bears no resemblance to the circular Danish furts wIM we oAen tee. It has 

. heefjk levelled last season* and is now undec crop. . 
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the rear-guard of his elder br-otber, who tvas laboorkig hard in 
the front of his faithful Gallbglaghs, and enooura^rig them both 
by his voice and actions. The enemy now collecting toward the 
standard of Ue Borgo, and the spot where Finn M'Quillan inch 
by inch was selling his ground to them, heaixl the terrific war- 
cry in their rear. Farah ! Fafah! Farah! and turning round, 
saw the green cockades under Daniel McQuillan rushing upon 
them behind. Such an unexpected manoeuvre checked them for 
a considerable time and also divided their forces, leaving the two 
brothers more equal numbers to contend with. Young McQuillan 
and Roderick 0*Donnell, each in the prime of life and pride of 
ancient family, were now engaged hand to hand, with two weighty 
broadswords and shields of massive structure. Each before his 
troops emulated tO' strike his opponent to the earth, and end the 
bloody contest; the powerful arm of McQuillan at length cleft 
his enemy's shield, and wounded him slightly on the left shoulder; 
he however retired without any further injury, bringing off his 
nien with the flag and flag staff of the enemy. 

The O'Donnells were plied hard at this time both in front and 
rear; and although fighting in the country of an enemy, yet from 
their well laid plans McQuillan had hard work to keep his ground. 
Owen Roe 0*Donnell the father, during this severe conflict, kept 
guard on th^ cattle ; for he saw that the enemy directed the fury 
of the battle toward that place. By the decisive blow which 
Garry gave to his foe, and by following up his battle, he succeeded 
in separating their forces, so that their right wing occupied the 
little ridge called Glenchin,* or Glencheen, and their left covered 
the fortress. Old Daniel McQuillan stood on the top of the Kady, 
an interested spectator of the prowess and glpVy of his three sons, 
and manifestly from the wall of the old building, could see his 
elder son make a strong push for the cattle, calling aloud to his 
men, now is the time, come on and let us fprce the trenches; the 
best farm in my father's lands to him who first pulls down the 
red flag of Baldearg ; remember the battle of Hastings jand pur 
royal ancestor from Normandy. With a wild shout similar to 
that of victory, they rushed forward and seized the statidard, but 
it was well supported on the opposite side by the daring Tyrconnel 

* Glenchiu signifies the head of tlie |len. 
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ai^d his powerful Milesian tribes, exposing thefei bodies to the 
awords of their enOmy rather than relinquish the colourjs, Witfi 
a blow of his 8W«prd Garry McQuillan cut the flag-sttaff in two, 
but the top was immediately seized by O'Donnell, and a tremendous 
blow levelled at him that nearly carried off his left ear. 

Daniel with his green cockades was forced to make a countei^ 
march, being opposed by two intimidating batalions; one headed 
by Phelim Mulruany, and the other by Cahir Roe 0*Dougherty, 
a man of gigantic stature, and long experience in the.field. By 
this retrograde movement he came round on the little town, or 
rather few scattered houses, called at this day Gort Garran,* and 
without much losa joined his brother with a kead miel a faultie 
and three cheers from their comrades ; the pipes and harp3 alto* 
gether striking up the old air, " Musha kead miel a faultie youVe 
coming again." The three brothers now forming a line from 
right to left,, and Finn in the centre, prepared for renewing the 
battle, the minstrels still continuing the humorous tilt, '* Musha 
kead miel a faultie we'll tJTy them again." The words to this air 
were composed by one of the minstrels who was present at the 
battle of Clontarf on the part of royal Bryan. The immediate 
subject is, that place in which Cormac routed Bruadhar a Danish 
prince, and drove him off the field of battle, returning from which 
he received the kead miel a faultie of the troops under Bryan f 
and his brave son Murrogh Borrohoime; The wing of Baldearg's 
ai!my, that had been separated fipom the main body, and which 

' « Oort GarraiLv or the fireedoni 6f land for the borsea ; I haj^e afways seen that, conyenient to 
every old religious house or place, of worship, there is a freedom or gort, sometimeafor a support 
to it, and often for the purpose of holding their horses, during the time of divine service, or 
worship of whatever kind U consisted: an4 as we.mu|it suppose that such houses were thinly 
scattered over the country, they were necessitated to ride :^ but the old temple on the top of 
Knockanbaan, whether of Druidical or Christian date is unknown, being inaccessible to hoftc' 
men, they used this field for )h6 above purpose. Gortmore or the large freedom, likely to 
distinguish it from Gort na Garran ; Goi;t at Boveragh church, and above that Gprt na Boley, the 
freedom for milking. It is evident that the ruin of which I speak was antecedent to Drumachose, 
ftom its almost totally, defaced appearance. Some bones have been dug up there lately, but it 
could never have been a burying place, being built on a floor of the basalt rock in parts 
scaxeely three inches fr6m the surface. 

t At the battle of Clontarf, the gleaming of the swords la the sun appeared to those at a 
distance, like the flying of white sea-gulls. Bryan received his d^thblow from the Daric 
firnadhur, as he was reachitig for his battleaxe given in token of submission, but did not fall 
till he laid bis murderer dead at his feet. Murrogh was stabbed by Cnutus, a royal Dane, at 
he was in the act of raising him where he had fallen under his wounds. 



I 



n- 



^ u^^ 

^ ■«*> ^ 



88 Wummmm avb tbu 

bad occupied jlhe heights of Glenchin after the commeticemeat 
of the battle, marched off coolly and joined their friends. It was 
now manifest that the victory was undeceided notwilhstandii^ the 
vigorous efforts on both sides since the early nxMning. Owen 
Roe ODonnell did not think that even the discomfiture of his 
enemy could have stood him such a struggle, but he now found 
that he had to deal with men of intrepidity and perfect experience 
in war ; and that Cooey na Gall OCahan had given him a true 
character of the descendant of De Borgo the red earl, a naitie by 
which WiUiam earl of Ulster commonly went. 

As be saw that night was coming on and the business not 
finished, he ordered his son Odp to march to the old cemetry 
of Drumachose, and fortify it as well as possible for their night's 
encampment, also to escort his sister thither with her maids and 
attendants; to fit up a place for the wounded, and to have three 
pf the largest beeves slai^tered, and a quantity of fuel collected 
for the preparation of victuals. As the two parties were pretty 
well fatigued, and exhausted by this days hard labour, neither had 
any great wish to commence hostilities again ; they therefore 
occupied the remaining part of the day in burying their dead, 
sometimes within speaking of each other. . Iddeed there were not 
many killed in this first engagement, excepting what fell at the 
time the contention was around the standard. During the time 
of interment the bards on both sides, as if in emulation,, performed 
in melancholy tone the Irish caoine, accompanying their mournful 
harps with their voice, and over the slain lamenting the fate of 
their fallen companions. The peasantry of the sourroundiag 
villages crowded forward to this distressing scene, and could not 
omit mingling their tears %5 they sdiently looked on. 

When the last rites were performed to the dead, the bards 
played a farewell, and each detachment resumed its former 
position. As soon as ODonnell had evacuated the entrenchment, 
Finn McQuillan immediately entered it with all his forces, and 
thereupon sent an express for his father whom he sincerely pitied, 
standing all day and beholding the doubtfyl contest, in which he 
was so deeply interested ; but to their inexpressible contrition, 
they saw the enemy drive .off all the cattle not leaving a single 
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lK9df behind. Th^ distance wbieh Bftldearg fell hBtk, might be 
between twa and three furlongs; not so nrjuch thro' necessity as 
widiing to occupy a strong position in the presence of such an 
adventurous foe : the place which he had choosen was well 
calculated for defence against any intruder, having a deep glen 
behind and secured by a tolerable ravine, which ran around the 
graveyard, and served as an embankment. Although this eminence 
was not remarkably high, yet the building was raised on the very 
pinnacle of the hill, and had all the advantages in regard of 
defence, that such a situation could possess ; as the assailant must 
ascend, let him approach in whatsoever direction he Would. On 
seeing the cattle driven off, McQuillan called to his friends were 
they willing with him to pursue and renew the engagement ? for 
I plainly see, said be, and so may you all, that Baldearg, from 
what he has smelt of our swords to-day, is afraid to retain his 
position during the night, and therefore assisted by darkness 
wislies to avoid us. We are all as ready to renew the battle 
now, said they, as we were to commence it in the morning, and 
will follow the eagle of De Borgo wheresoever he spreads his 
wings : lead us on lead us on was the universal cry. . 

It is better said old McQuillan who had come forward to the 

camp, that a few scouts of the Kerns and light armed infantry 

follow after them, hovering about their rear and observe, whether 

in the course of a, mile or two, they halt and go into quarters for 

the night: if so we will not molest them to the morning, but 

should they appear to continue their march, I would advice that 

the choice of our troops by forced marches cross the river Roe, 

and post themselves strongly before them while every man who 

can bear a sword not excepting myself, .shall follow them up 

behind, and when we know that we haVe them closely wedged 

between us, let the attack be commenced by the rear-guard 

raising the shout, so that when they turn to defend themselves 

our advanced guard may throw them completely into coufusion. 

Tathis proposal all unanimously agreed, and the'scouts being sent 

out returned in the course of about aniiour, blunging information 

that 0*Donnell had retired to the chapel of Drumachose, in which 

he had placed the wounded, and guarded it both behind ard 

before with a strong piquet : that they had choosen a large field in 
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front of the graveyard, into whioh they had put all (he cat^e^ 
securing them also by a guard, and kindling a number of iii^es 
about the field; they saw th6m also engaged slaughtering some 
of McQuillans largest bullocks, and that the windows of the builds 
ing were sparkling with light, as if a fire was kindled within. 
Since these things are so said McQuillan, let a temporary camp 
be erecte4» and cattle slaughtered for the men. They were 
obliged to drive in some that were pasturing in an adjoining 
field, and have them prepai*ed for the troops, so we must do said 
de Bofgo, as we are done by, and if we obtain our own we can 
repay them. 

After the tents were well secured by boughs and every other 
material that could make them comfortable, as also fires kindled, 
and proper guards appointed, they all sat down and feasted 
heartily^ — come my brave fellows said their chief, I hope you wiJI 
dine with a good appetite on that for which you have fought, 
while others are taking the same liberty on your property, yes 
even without thanks, and that at our noses, we may say, but if to-- 
morrow morning were come, they shail either sevei'ely account 
to us for these wrested privileges, or otherwise it will be the last 
dinner for many of us. His words were awfully prophetic, for to 
half these brave fellows it was their last meal in this world. If 
said he, this day's fight was undecided, I hope we will not have 
the same story to tell at the conclusion of to-morrow, for we must 
.either return with victory or sell our lives as dear as possible to 
our enemies. 

The night was calm and the sky mantled over with lowering 
clouds, not being illumined by a single star, all nature was hushed 
around, save these; the cattle which filled the spacious bounds 
of Gortmore, thinking of their familiar plains, hills and wonted 
stalls, were uttering their innocent plaints in various tones. From 
the north the Tons* were roaring like peals of distant thunder, 
and seemed to be sounding the alarm of the bloody day that was 
hastening forward with rapid strides, that day that was to seal 
the fate of many brave men* , 

* The Tons always roar loudly before a storm, and are that part of the sea, which beats over 
the bar of Coleriiiae and alao at the disejnbogtiemeiii of the ^oyle. 
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The hoarse Eanshee, with dismal yell. 

Thrice walked the ^ravoyard round, 
And thrice from the ruin on Knockanbaan, 

Made woods and rocks resound. 

The howling wolf from Evenney^s cliffy 

Roar'd wildly through the gale. 
And the shriekinor owl from Dreenagh* wood 

Told forth the fatal tale. 

A gentle heart in sorrow sunk, ' 

Hung over the grass-grown tomb, 
And pft she wished for that silent bed, 

But she wished a night too soon. v 

O'Donnell's flag shall be stained in blood. 

That never was stained before. 
And De Borgos' eagle shall flap her wing. 

Red, red with M'Quillan's gore. 

Finn M'Quillan not being well in mind, from the scenes of the 
past day, and also from other reasons unmentioned here, and 
which it would almost be unnatural to introduce in such a place, 
walked out alone and unattended, to enjoy the stillnes of the night. 
He was armed with his broadsword, and had on a military cloak 
and helmet ; it 'was easy for him to hear the distinct voice of the 
watch that kept guard over the cattle, every one answering and 
calling to his fellow sentinel, and that call echoing round the hills ; 
keeping these men ori his right hand, and inclining to the left, he 
stole quietly down the little stream which occupies a deep glen 
south of the burying ground, and in the church or chapelf of 

* The former name of Fruithill, the present reoidence of Marcus M^Causland, Esq. 

t I am informed that there is a record in the Cathedral of Londonderry, shewing that thic church 
was founded in the year 1300 ; how true it is, I wiJI not venture to say, but think it might be of a 
longer standing: it bears however, in its northwest corner the manifest marks of CromweU's 
cannon, a salutation that he in his true character gave to all Catholic houses of worship. As 
these breaches have never been repaired, it is a complete proof of its never haying been ooeupied 
by the worshippers in any other religion. It is now above 175 years sinca Cromwell came to Ire- 
land. • The other day in a neighbouring gentleman'^e house, I have found the lock iind key of tht« 
antique building; it is of curious and coarse workmanship; its bolt is a email bar of iron nearly 
two inches in breadth, and one in thickness, being stocked in glenwood oak, half an inch deep of 
» which is completely decayed, so that it may be picked away by the finger; the key has been 
weigi^ty, but is greatly cortoded by rust, the front part of which from grating against the bolt is 
much worn down ; the lock and key weigh nine pounds, but formerly I should think must have 
been iaqre. When the bolt is shut, the letters H and E appear, engraven with a coarse iool» 
probably the initials of the Mechanics' n»me. Whether this has been the first lock of the 
building, is uncertain. 
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which his bloody enemy was potted at that time. He had crept 
through the brake until he was immediately below the yard which 
descehded in an abrupt declivity to the spot where hd was, and 
from an opening in the back i:fart of the building, his ear was 
stricken by the groans of the wounded, to whose distress we 'must 
suppose at that time they had few physicians skilful enough to 
administer. While he lay concealed here, two voices approached 
him in deep consultation, and talking of the events of the^ past 
day; it was Owen Roe ODonnell andCahir Roe 0*Dougherty. 
I had no expectation, said the former, that our enemies were so 
masterly in manoeuvring their forces and choosing the advantage^* 
ous ground both for attack and defence; they made a bold push , 

for our colours^ but the reception was too sharp for them to abide ' 

long. , To do them justice we must confess, they are brave men 
and were as firmly supported by their galloglaghs. I should like 
much, said 0*Dougherty, to meet Finn M'Quillan in single com- 
bat, I think I would stop his manceuvring for one day: Did you 
hear that noise among the bushes, had we not better explore those 
recesses I perhaps some of our enemies are lurking about to over- 
hear our deliberations. You need be in no fear of that said th6 * a 
other, the business of to-morrow hangs loo heavy on their hands 
to allow them time for such practices, nor do I think any of them 
would have the audacity to risk himself so near our trenches : I in- 
tend however, to give them an early morning of it if I can, and i 
with that intention have ordered all to be in readiness for actida | 
at break of day : see what a daring attempt they made to-day in 
order to get behind us, a ruse de guerre which we might more ] 
easily have practised on them. 

They at length returned into the fortress, leavii\g this solitary 
young man by himself, and unaccompanied by any, save those 
who peopled the regions of the dead, lying here free from wars 
and ihe rumors of wars, and free from the manifold broila and % 
commotions that agitate this lower wof Id., As he lay here almost 
lost in a deep and gloomy reveree, a glaring light spread itself . i 
over a great part of the yard, reflected from the old lattice win-. 
dows of the chapel, and giving to his view the dilapidated state * 

of the sacred edifice ; the graves that were heaped close together | 
were all grown ov6r with rank grass and nettles, the common 
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vegetables of sach places! at lettgth he heard a number of voices, 
and saw severat persons approach, carrying a dead soldier. Six 
men preceded the body bearing torches, and two others bearing 
his sword ^nd habergeon : having come to a vacant comer of the 
yard, they dug a grave, and laying the body into it, just in the 
manner in which he came from the field of battle ; they afterward 
filled up ttie pit, each looking upon his fellow with an ominous 
aspect. 

The bards then tuning their harps over the deceased, sung a 
long requiem to his manes, and after this doleful scene was over, 
they performed the last farewell or bennacht leat, marching away 
in the order in which they came ; armsbearers torchbearers and all. 

The last sight that McQuillan witnessed had a powerful effect 
pn his mind; the glare of the sombre light across this silejit 
recess of mortality, the old crumbling pile that stood there, ex- 
hibiting in its falling roof and freWed cornice the lapse of tin>e 
unknown ; the two venerable sages hanging over^ the yawning 
jrrave, with their beards of snow, the wild and softening pathos 
of the harp, with the body comingrto meet its kindred dust, and 
thaj situation in which he himself might be ere th^t time to- 
morrow, I say the sum of these scenes could not but leave him in 
an awful and thinking posture of mind. As he lay here pondering 
tyer these deep striking pictures, not indeed troubled with any 
supernatural fears, for his heart was as stout as. that of a lion, he 
fancied that he heard a profound sigh toward a dark corner in 
the yard, and immediately beside where the soldier so lately was 
interred ; turning himself around be heard another and still a 
deeper. 

" Dost thou not behpld Malvina, a rock with its head of heath ; three aged 
pines bend from its face ; green is the narrow plaiii at its feet; there the flower 
of the mountain grows, and shakes its white head in the breeze ; the thistle is 
tjfiere alone shedding its aged beard ; two stones half sunk in the ground show 
their heads of moss ; the deer of the mountain avoids the place, for he beholds 
a dim ghost standing there. The mighty lie, Malvina, in the narrow plain 
*of the rock." — Oss. 

From the obscurity of the night he could not easily perceive 
any object, although it might be pre.tty near to him, but still he 
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heard a weighty sigh and if one might trust to coiijecture> it 
seemed to be the effusion of a troubled heart ; can this being said 
he be any individual who ovei'whelmed with grief, has sought 
this dreary abode to pour out the overflowings of a distressed 
ihind, while nought stands by but a few time-bleaohed headstonl^s^ 
whose low-lying tenants hear not the mourner's tale ? or is there 
^uch a thing as the return of any supernatural existence to this 
nether world : if indeed there is a reality in the last idea, it is 
what I never believed, but shall be glad now to have the matter 
determined. 

As he said these last words to himself, he arose, and was retir- 
ing down toward the stream, but immediately hearing a light foot 
behind him, he looked back and saw a slender appearance, wrapp- 
ed appc^rently in a white shroud following him slowly ; he turned 
round and spreading his arms to catch the shadowy appearance, 
it fell cold against his breast, 'twas Laura 0*Donnell: she had 
seen and known him even in. the dark, when he first came down 
the river side and followed him secretly wherever he went ; she 
knew that this would be their last interview, whether her father 
would be victorious or not, hnd could not leave the spot before 
she spoke to hirfl. Can you speak to one of the hateful race* of 
0*Donnell, said she, after what they have done to your family, 
to your country and to yourself? was it thus I was treated at the 
hospitable castle t)f Dunluce, with my dear Aveline M*Quillan ? 
tell her I have come like the basest and most ungrateful enemy, 
against the parent who nourished her, against the brothers who 
supported her, and against her pillaged country : and what has 
urged a female mind to such revenge ? The warmest friendship 
from a father, the sincerest affection from a sister, and both from 

. At this plac^ she burst into a flood of tears, and 

gently leaned her head again his shoulder. The oold of the night 
air said he, I fear will be injurious to your delicate frame, and 
stripping his cloak from himself, he wrapped it around her. Such 
trifles, said she, cannot be injurious to her, who leaving the soft- 
ness of her sex, comes out like an amazon intent only on blood. 
Cease these severe invectives against thyself, said he and let us 
not lose our precious time talking over such disagreeable matters ; 
I am perfectly aware of the compulsion used towaixl y6u, and 



Iwi^ fek vte^y Much siriee I wtis fnfbrfned that yoii wa-e lirought 
%o>'a place so unbefitting yoti. Bat ho\t cotrfd y6tf come atone 
wid in the etouds of night into thi^ t-egion of the dead, a jDlace 
evenappalling to the heart of ft iSoldierl I cam6 said ^h6, attended 
by my two maids, accompanying the remains of the poor soktier: 
they are standing beneath yonder 'thorn, that^hangs over the late^ 
tnade gi^aVe, whiie I walked hilh<dr, wishing to meet with I know 
iibt what, Only fdliSlling the chimera suggested by a dr^am whicli 
I had to-night.' ' 

.. And betiatiful Laum said he, Were your thoughts composed fot 
4lreaming, and ydtt steeping under the open canopy of a bed, al6ne 
bard* enough foi- the ^vdnturous veteran ? if I wobid not be ac- 
counted an intruder, or father if -you would nbt account me 
itaportunat«y niight 1 ask if yoar dfeam was hftppy or otherwisel 
I>id Itcotocem yottr friends er your enemies? Thi^ was an 
insurmountaWe interrogation, irt slrikwer of %hich' she hiing hef 
head, and said «he hoped she had few enemies: but I beg you ask 
no farther than I shall tell you, i^y dreaih is fulfilled in p^rt, and 
the remainder was rather unpleasant. I thought I saw you rolled 
in Wood, lie -smiled at this laltef {>art, saying, and why? my 
sweet girl, would you not* like to see the blood of an enemy? but 
this nseans nothing morethkn what I shall do to your 6ountrymen 
io-mortovr: Wete you wounded to-day t said she; I have been 
iftformed'y^Ou Were. My youngest brother received a slight scar 
said he, btlt I remaih unhurt exJcept aft old 'wound which I received 
the fast time you ivere d,t Dunluce, and 1 fekr it is opened afresK 
to-night* 1 thihk daidiirhe, there is sonie person not far froni us, 
for I have seent two headi^ above the hill, that have* now disap- 
p^red ; I wish that you either had not come, or that you were 
jiafely away, for the sentinels frequently patrole the circuit of this 
yardi I haVe tired your patience, said he, and I fear detained 
you too loftgiri the cold; but ft is long since I had this happiness, 
and wad led some how Or other this way to-night, scarcely know-, 
ing fof what Or where I ctaid ; and if this interview should be our 

last, ' ' I cannot leave you said she, interrupting him and 

clinging to bis arm. Her two maids came forward now ajnd 
whispered to her, that she was missing, and th^t her brother ^nd, 
one of the sentinels were searching ifor her. I shall See vou 
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thro' the yard said he. No, oo, np, said the, putting biv otoak 
about him, l^ave me leave m^ leave me! — this she qpioke ina 
frantic maduer, and walked hi&stily tbcaugb the yardy attospded by 
her maids, uttering as she went» alas alaa I to^moryow* 

After M'Quillan had departed some few paees, he perceived ^ 
little dog following him and used many fruitless ej^ertioos ij^ 
attempting to send him back. At length seeing that he could not 
prevail, he says to him, almost involuntarily, and, my pretty 
little friend, what shall I do with yout Let hinr follow you, said 
she, speaking frooi the other side of the If each: she had heard 
him talking to the animal* and her anxiety lett he had fallen in 
with the guard caiised her to return — let l^m gp with you, 'twas 
fromDunluce he came, and has attended me iaithfuUy since ; not 
all our endeavours could cause him to stay bebiod n>e on this ilK 
fated journey; let him be your aide-de-camp to-morrow. * Good 
flight my dear friend, uttering the last words in a k>W Ume of 
voice, good night Duon. She nan^ed him after the castb of Dun* 
]uce,»where all her happiness centered* 

As he was leaving the outer part of the fosse that surrouMled 
the yard in the bacJc part, and turning to the right, wrapped up in 
his cloack, and meditating on the events of that nighty a man 
leaped before him, calling aloud, iVho comes? I «n the spirit of 
the soldier that v^as interred to^-night said be, going in search of 
. ihy enemies, stand off! at which the other hesitated a few^minutes» 
but concluding that an serial being would not press the .ground so 
iveightily as he did, he leaped before bim a. second time^ and 
demanded in a niore peremptory tone, wbo are yoq? Aa enemy 
to Baldearg said he grasping his sword and retiring two stepi^ «n 
enemy to bloody Baldearg roared be asecond time, and with a 
spring took the hill of him, rolling his cloak round bis left arm ; 
the other however, with an equal effort gained the same height* 
and swore, to that very name you ^hall surrender, or your fate is 
the fate of the disceased soldier whom you wish to counterfeit» 
.and at these last words attempted to close upon him. 

Having defended himself for some time, with difficulty he got 
clear of him, ^nd ran backward; at which the other thinking that 
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ke bud betaken l^mself to flight, roshed after hAtA tsp the'hiil, but 
was d^sinned at one stroke, as be attempted li second time to 
gt^appM tvith him. " Beg ytmr life ftofn tne Baldearg, said he, I 
kn<Hir ytjii pei^fectly. I scorn to receive it at yobr hands,* said tbe 
other ; your superiority was accidental, and therefore you should 
not etult. Wen then said M'Quillan,'! shall teach you a lessOn 
of humatnity by giving that which-perhaps I could hot obtain, if 
in your situation. On what private business have you dared said 
he, to come so near our garrison ? Or is it sheltered by darkness 
and stealing like the midnight thief that you come forth murder- 
ously intent on the execution of some base design, and also to a 
place where in the broad glare of day you dare not shew your 
face. Dare you meet riie, said he, to-mofrow single-handed and- 
decide the affair between our femilies? If said the other, you had 
been victorious, or had me bound in chains, you might insult me 
thus, but you certainly rely weightily on my clemency, when you 
would venture to speak in this unsoldierlike manner. I hope my 
answer to your second interrogation will. Qonvince you that I 
feared not to declare who I was, although in the presence of an 
intimidating hero; in regard of my other intentions they alone 
remain with myself; but I lo^ time in talking to you. Am I not 
witness to your improper acts in luring away even this little ani* 
rhal from its owner ? was this all the plunder you could make and 
it even stolen? 1 perfectly understand you said he, you /^Vould 
willingly learn by what njeans I came to him, but this you cannot ; 
it would also be unbecoming 9 soldier to <Jraw upon an unarmed 
man as What you are notwithstanding you have given ample - 
provocation ? but for plunder rapacity and such unlawful acts, I 
only refer you to the undertaking on which you came? apd shall 
hold conversation with you no longer, until I meet yoq to-morrow 
in a better condition to answer me. So saying he walked o%^ 
having restored the weapon. 

My poor little Dunn sliid he our journey seems tp-ntght to be 
often impeded: and have you followed me ia preference to«U 
your old acquaintahoe ? Yoti have indeed followed me through 
peril a^d I fear much, that our journey i|[i life may be attended with 
more j iiowever for the sake of your mistressf, 9nd your ovm faith- 
ful attachment, I shall endeavoar to make youashftppy aspossibie* 



Discoupsing to his little campaoion in this m^B^r> l^ arrived at 
the entreQchmeot, and was sharply questioned on his first a|>pear^ 
ance by the sentinel wJK) he was ; presenting at the' same lime to 
bis breast a nak^ cranuil.'*' If it should be Owen Roe Baidearg 
sa^d he /v^puld you be nauch afraid? Arrah by the ieland of ^R^^ 
ghery said the other, if it was Owen Roe the devij I wouldn't fear 
him, but should give him the length of the cranuil ; for they say 
that iron is gopd for making the ug}y thief take to hi9 pumps ! 

The sentinel wa^ M*Ilvennan, who bawled out ag soon as h^ 
knew him, Arrab thunderapouns, Mister M*Qi^eelan is ib^tyojut 
May I never heal sheet or blanket with Sheelah, my own callien 
Roe, but we have been lucken for yes these two strucl^eo hours, 
and your father is as mad as buck or bear, thinking as I believe 
that he will never see you ; but \ t(>uld him twepty times, so I did 
that dwowl a qnorsei of fear there was of yes, po long as you had 
a slashing, broadsword at your side, dandling dpwn to the heel 
of your brogue by the powers. Och manpam yes did. you see the 
ould capul bawn anjf where on your tramp, for I'm some .how or 
other afeared that she'll be starved with hunger a^hree ?, Musha 
good luck tp yourself my bochiel more you have got a crawling 
clarenagh of a maddy big with yes. May I ax where you have^ 
found that tlood-thirsty animal, or ths^t starved winder of a dag; 
that I see creepipg after yes like a whitteret ? by the tether-slake 
of Bacon f na Bo, I wouldn^t give Driver for nineteen dozen of 
him so I wouldn't a halliagh. Do you know does he hunt by the 
heels or the nose, far I don't see that he has the cpley marks pp. 
him ? but dwowl a heel or nose we Have to hunt jewel. 

T^he crtrivail of Finn McQuillan at the fortification created 

* Tbe eranuR wmt 4.JuM 4i tW^^edgod fine* Kfbrti \j the Ir)^, iti the handling oi" which 
they were very expert. / - 

t Bacon na Bo, or the cow'i tether atake, is a lofty rock, atanding like a colossus in the 
margin of;^he se^, iiear Baron Bri)ce*s easUe^.do. Deilty ;: there is «n t^d tradUiou in that 
neighbourhood, that in a time of famine a j)oor widow woman who had , her family sick, and 
traveHih^ Alolig the shc^re.one day, in the depth of aHLiction, Was weeftiifg; because she httd nor 
a drop of milk to wet the hearti| of her poor children, vl» roy author st^d, h*mo4^kijkg toitbf 
rock she saw a fine moiled cow standing tied to it, with a large udder droppin^r the milk ; on 
whidi she procardt tfsteta aad miUced them all fdll, tlie ooweoadlng e^ery day t^ the rock, an4^! 
fining all the vessels th|Bt she could |ind., At. length sai^ ipy ^aihor witli Hiuate ^nger, sofl»^ 
blaggard had th^ cruelty tb bring a bottomless vessel to her, at the anpearanea of wliich she 
leii|»ed iata cbea^fwuth a rI^u^ atid'difa|»p«a*e(l^#ir evvf^ ' -^^^ ;,,'••>. 
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iinker«0l jc^ ^ ererj indivklaal from ih6 U^^hsU m rank to ttii, 
highest loved him, and under no other banner tr^ukl Ifa^^r wi^ t^ 
encounter a dangerous enemy sooner than his : he was cool in the 
midst of danger and merciful to his most inveterate foes, as was 
ynanimousty sh^wn that night. 

In battle his eye was that of an eagle in oboosii^ the most 
advantageous gi^ucid for his men ; but he was not possessed of all 
tbi^ bodily strength of which his youliger brother was» although 
few swcnrdsmesi eottld meet him with any safety in the fields 
Daniel the second mtif bad been from a boy employed in studying 
the dead languages^ and together with an intelligent scholar, was 
an able commander i indeed it* was evident that these young mea 
retained something of theiii great ancestors^ but we^e not without 
their common sliase of alloy and human failings more thaw their 
fellowrbrethreft of mankind. 

Film MH^uiUan i;iras asked by his father, on what busmess bo 
had been that detain^ him so long cut ? Indeed said he I coasidev 
it was in the highest degree impolitic, while we are in tbe neq;bb^ 
ourhood of our enemy that you should hazard your life, and not 
only yom^ dwsi but sHIl more, the lires of your com^rymen, by 
going out unattended in the night ; for when we had such difficulty 
to stand our grotind to-day with all our commanclers, what mus< 
have been the consequence, had ono of them been taken off? 
When his sword was examined which he brought in with him, 
some spiMrka of biopd were seen on it ndar the handle ; but this on 
teeolleetioti was from his own hand, and plainly totd where he 
had beeUf and also tiiat he had bad a rei^ounler widi one of the 
abov« family* His iword had nothing more particulars save thai 
it was i^m^rkaUy iHOtyi as if it had been brought from wam 
temple dediealed to the double^facei} God, tha^ was imd'pened ht 
five cemiirktt. In Uirowing off his cloiik he observed th^t the 
goU dasp was goM, on which the arms of his own famity were 
engftfyied, and abo the Idleness of hSs grandfather in miniature, 
for whom h^ was eilled, and whom he resembled in a most dtrflc- 
mg matmen 'Hare I h>st ii in the struggle, siaid he to himseF, or 
him BaldMrg wiPSi^hed it off 7 h^ has not had hold of me, and 
lh6iidl>re it'^as impoilliUe. It occorred to him now where 
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possibly ,i( might .lie»tand if so said he to himsrlf^ it is orAy ^^rt 
I CQuicl always ^i«b to be« 

-'.•-■' . • • ' ' ' • •'" ' 

Having given strict, orders to th^ sentiaels that tlmy should haT^ 
a sharp look out for the enemy toward piorning, asl^e ejcp^cted 
they would endeavour to come upon the camp by surprise, he 
walked out again» but directed his course rather toward the 
mpuntaioy all the whiie ^ruminating oq^the disastrous events that 
must bapp^a the ensuing day. The sd^rp and vigilant voice of 
the wolfdog, as.he kept guard over his helpless charge, was 
^ludibl^ to him^ aind also the bowling of. wq1v«s Ibat^ disappointed 
of theif prey, wijare forced lo keep the depth of tbe wood, and 
'express their rage by yells^ adding horror to the darkne^ of 
nature* Well said he to himself^ I find that ev«ry hieing, wl«ther 
rational or> irrational has its enemies; some indeed thrOG^ 
necessity, and some only from wantonness and cruelty; but they 
who have been the unprovoked cause of our late distress, are 
c^tainly oulpaWoin theeyes of all jost-Tnen, fend 1 would suppose 
are wnfttting to enter the field of battle, either n6W 6r at any 

Oth^r -time; ■ • '- ■• : ,;.:.,'.-. ^ . . ;- 

. «( BlU Na^OA wa^oQ Erin's skore 8nrro«iii9<i% night; H&ikefiGrd the y<ik» 
oJT the fpe aoaidsjt the rosu: o^ tui^ibliog wave9r-^f)t ke hear^ thfjr Tx)ioe and 
rested on his spear. Morning^ rose \^ith its beams, the sons of Erin appear li^c 
grey rocks with all their trees, they spread along the coast, Oairbar stood Iq 
the midst ; he grimly smiled \vheh he saw the foe.'*— Ow. * • 

,f Hesperus the evening star,.was now veigilig ab(>ve the western 
bori^on» ai^d from its twinklingrbeams jB|sen9ed»siiikiag'torest^ but 
9oon it dipped from his sight lo;^ left the .sleeping xrorldi sulik in 
lilent nigl^ The whistljjig /sioUnd of the goebav^k's wings, ixnised 
fjjoia its eyrie by ^onpe^ur^prise^ ^d^wpopipg-oveh bis bead w'as 
oi)e of bis ,i)P9tural cortipan^s, but allhougb tbooe «dejles''Viier^ 
figreeable jtp his mind^t any other time, yet ?n the^iiUsposition in 
which h^. waSf jhey passed, ^yatfuostunobsQi^yed. • As beihadby 
this ti^ie, got a cpnsiderabJe dista^cei aerpsg tbf oQunJry^ leavipg 
thje indistinpt hum of ^ camp, be tgr»ed to todk biok tdwa*d 
tbe pl^ce where his enemies were,,£ind^aw tbe^ght-of.^orc^ 
passing bj^ckward and, forward as if i^ th^ ao^of somebas^y 
prepaja^Q^, ,He imrp^at^ly fiK)nJQ<>Uir§d >^ha| ^ll^thia feii«lte 
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vioant, bei^; pftrtly< apprised of it» wbere he layMsc^lifed 4ii ^e 
giraveyairfiL He had no olher akernatiye than hihrjr back and get 
tbe garriaon in. a pofiition of defence as soonas.posibible, Whiek 
waa nok eaaily jDof speedily aecompliahed*^ for orie half <^f them 
being appoitij^ to '»tai:id. in reodineas ^hile the othfer rest<6d, s5 
that they might not be- taken by aurprise^ even sheuid the foe v/ifsh 
to steal a match on Ibem had just retivedte sleep; he did not wisii 
to throw them into a panio by shouting or running furiously into 
the intrenchment; but i^aeking his pace as he entered it, walked 
coolly up to his two brother^s and whispered to them to get out 
the mea and have them under anria as soon as they could, foi* he 
feared thai 0*DomicH had an intention'of taking them by surprise. , 
Accordingly all being made sensible of what they supposed as the 
intention of the enemy, they were-prdeitedtd line the brakes and 
ditches, for more than a furlong in advance of the station which 
they occupied, , > r * 

Old Daniel McQuillan was left rn the camp with some of the 
troops, his son Daniel comhianded the advance guard and each 
of the others, Finn and Gjeirry took alright and left, extending 'their 
detachments in advance of the central ambuscade. They were 
not long posted in thia direction, v^raiting in profbiind silence, when 
they heard the trampling of horses ancl men making directly for 
the, entrenchment, which they so lately had evacuated, and in 
which there was kindled a large fire of timbef that cast a reflec- 
tion to the adjacent hills; this caiised 0*Donridl to believe that 
they were only keeping i?ifatch tWthih the fosse, and by no means 
expecting him at such an early bo|ir,,,aUhp! the morning was ad- 
vancing with hasty strides. Before. ba left the old church, he had 
sent his dai;^htBr Laura O'DonneU^with a small dfetachment to 
occupy the post below the pla^ 'Which shife had done the day 
before this was the last of the three qross^ past whiph, had they 
been able to bring the property of their enemies, the feudal laws 
then prevailing in Ireland ootAwmei them in the possessioi^ of it ; * 
and in order to encourage them in this last' effort, he proposed her 
to him* who should first bring to tba| st?ilion the head of any of 
the McQuillans. At this placet was erected a large cross with a 
bough of holly bound to,4he top* and beside it under a branch of 
the same, with her two maids, w«s seated pale and wan, young 
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/ Laurt ODofcneUt ibore IMi^va coqpi^ tfaan tke bricU jnia^ of a 
' eonqueroor. Poshtfxi many females wouid bave been ppood ^itiiM 
cbstinctioii, being ifeeosiderecl mm even exciliiig the troops to Tidoiy^ 
but k was much otherwise with her, for she knew tfiat to what- 
soeirer side the viator/ went, it most wriliglier hear^ beiag bought 
by .those livet whieh ahe esteemed nu«e preoious than kdv own. 

, Ibit bow could she eodtire the s^ht, shevid the victor oome to 
demand her asf his reward, yes the- exdting viotori having his 
hands stained 19 the blood of him who wrapped her in his cloak 
the preceding night, and paiposed even at the risk of his life to 
convey her to the door of the ehapeL TIo said she, before I survive 
the sight, before I be insulted by the muitderer of yon, brave 

^M'Quillan, may I lie iow and forgotten as the renmins of the poor 
soldier whose iaterment both you and I witnessed last night ! 

Bat a mournful cry from the mountain came, 

And echoed throunfh the glen, 
It told a tale to Lanra^ ear. 

Yea, told it ugain aad again : 

n*was Iks W6)low SBoen of the de^th B^n#h^, 

That sfOM on every blast, 
It lamented tke fiite ef of^uny a yoolkt 

Whoe^ final die was east. 

[ This d^j with the rosy dawn of morn. 
You gallantly stride aloagf^ 
But we the sun will lUss tiie west 
I shall hovrl your fuaeral soof. 

Tke maiden sits in Tyrconneirs hall, 

With a st>9i^of kope in her breast. 
Bat this. night I shati eiiriek at ksr lattice pane. 

Your Xcwer is saak to vest. 

No tender bosotai received his head. 

When the erioBaok current flowed, 
Out ths grratrellf sod wfceiUDB ks trsd. 

Was kis last and bloody abode : 

The patient mother at dark Ddnlttcc 

8its sighiBg lor her son; 
.But a dismal yeU is ker <ear itail tell 

His 1^ face is JWk 
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.'-' Now gentle spouse ah bu^h your babei, >' '^r 

And commend , them to hi)n on^ high« .^ 
For your William is kid in his gory bed, 
I hata )ieard his iaiesi sigh« > .. 

,. '.. . ... .'■'.: ■ •.' ■■ 

Daniel M*QuiUan being posted in the w^y directly through 
which 0*Donne]l intended to pass^ and aided by the dark of the 
night, fell furiously upon him sword in hand; thejr eyes being 
dazzled" by the light before them, he drove all into confusion^ 
forcing their front back upon their rear ; but as they saw now that 

. he had but a few men, they sallied with double vigour, charging fk 
him holly both front and flank, which shock he sustained, with , 
great intrepidity, until he saw by the light that preceded the rising 
sun,.his two brothers hemming them qlosely in behind ; a dread- 
ful carnage here ensued, just as the glorious lapip of day sur- 

, mounted the peaks of those mountaiiis lying easterly from that 
country of 0*Cahan, with all the serenity and beauty of a winter 
morning, returning to cheer the drooping earth and renew the 
promise made to fallen man, by the world's great architect, that 
promise of the return of day and night. As the watchful sentinel 
darts upon the nightly rpbber, or op him engaged ^in unlawful 
acts, so darted upon th^m the harbinger of day, labout ta report 
at eyeo to his mighty author these scenes c^f bloodshed slaughter 
and rapine. Each leader -strode over tfie bodies of Jiis fallen 
friends and enemies lyiag indiscriminately together urging forward 
his men ^nd manifesting ^p exa<rpple jn his deecjs, that the mosit 
laboured oratory could not pourtray to those aroiind him. 

The war-qry, of Baldearg Wfts. r^^verberated ftonci bill to hill-r' 
stand to the colours— s^pport the^flag-^naainjain yojur, ground ta 
an inch— remeqfiber the honom* of great Tyi cpnnejl, and, Owett 
Roe 0*DoBnelL On the otjb^ elide,, stand. to. the eagle of De 
Borge ; she ^rp^ds her wings tp defend yon, reniember the battle, 
of Hastings and the, invincible s;vv^or4 pf W^illiam the Nonpan. 
Vengeance! vengeance I shouted old Dax^l B(lH^MiIlan, vetigaancQ. 
and the redress of our wrongs ! as he rushed forward brandishing, 
a weighty Baill^ ii^ slg^idgh ^rpmi4. Ws head, and waving hjs anw 
aloft called aloud to his gallogloghs: Come on ccftn^ on my brave 
fellows, and witness the deeds of aa old,naaQ« . Ail the forces of^ 
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M'QuiHan were now eiigi^^ to a mas, iiftnd to hftud with the 
.enemy, and as the immortal Homer says 

Ac)rir*«{ AfWi/, ij^i »efv( ••{vlp «Mf W iiti^" 

*' So helii# to helm, so crest to crest they throng* 
Shield urgisd «a shield* ai^ man dvove man idong^" 

The actions of this veteran inspired all who saw him, dealing 
death on every side with the terrific weapon, until he met with 
a stout opponent- in Owen Roe, whq with a spring seized on the 
instrument of Death, and grapplihg each other by the gorge, both 
ifell to the groojpd, when 0*Donnell, who was rather the younger 
and more vigorous of the two, foiled uppermost, and drawing a 
skeon-fadd* which hung in a scabbard at his side, was about to' 
end the contest, but three fingers oS his sword hand that instant 
were carried away by the blow of a sabre ; and hearing a cry — 
the flag of Baldearg is down, he sprung to his feet, and defended 
himself bravely in his retreat; but his helmet, by the stroke of a 
sword aimed at his head, was divided in two where it lay on 
the ground. 

The conflict near to th6 coloiirar of 6*Donnell had been doubt- 
ftil for a long time, ahd was bfavely supported on both sides until 
Roderick ODwineH feM covered with Svounds: this having 
dispirited his followers, and the flag being lowered, the entire line 
that had obstinately and sullenly miiintained thieir ground Inch by 
iticfa, now gave way, and a general route ensued from right to 
left, the M^uittlrfs pursofeg, and hackiwg, and slaughtering, 
until the flying and scattered wings of Baldearg's men formed 
taemselves into a solid body 'near the did chajpel, where the cattle 
were defended by a strong guard; tliese they tailed forth, and 
ailso the detachment at the last cross; which was but a few 
veterans, and now they stood all together prepared for the last 
engagemeift, and determinedly awaititig the approach of their 
enemies. The success of the last conflict was greatly owing to 
Xht manner in which Finn McQuillan organized his men, taking 
tlie assailants m their own net; although no soldier^ could main- 
tain their ground mcfre hei^icAlly in the tnomenl df xloubt than 

* The tkeoa-fkd^, or ^qng knife, «iraf % weapon in ftinii of a efrviiig knifl}, bi^t two-edged like 
aiinoe»atidwM«Mdl7tiM|Hifcwlmi«i4MtlnMik * 
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what thay lUd. HoweTer,: ihd iroopi iMETir^ bi^emhcid a ISb^ 
minute and Finn M'Qcrilitt ktfkig m^unled a fittls^emiiieiice 
lliat rose in tbe<ceiiire, cajlod «tood>: My brave ccHnitrjoiien! yon 
have not iledeivcd <ne tcvdayt I was personally « tvitneis to tht 
deeds of each kidlvidoel ', we have taken vengeance in {>art fbf 
the ills whidi undeservedly we have soffered^ and I doubt not bat 
our formidable enemy vi^ould a4 tins ^cmient be ha^y that be had 
neither crossed the Bann nor the Foyle. Before you on the bloody 
turf; lies a noble youflg soMfe^, Itoderfck ODbntieH; hb fought 
life a. ikm against b^ and when be fell he ibH in the bed of glory» 
being covered by •cbe-utandard-bearer anS flag: wq will in honour 
of himself krter him as a soldier of bis rank ought to be interred; 
frr my brave fellow^, the struggle not bfcirig finfthed, we know 
not who may return the humane act to us^in the evening. As there 
remaina part of the work yet to be done^^ and perhaps as difficuh 
I a part as that which we achieved, I caH upbrt you klf in the name 
of your country, your parents, your wives and tender infants, to^ 
strike the Wow, and not have it toltf by future generations, thisrt 
Baldearg^ ^torieusly carried off our ^wJifs or that the walfa of 
iJm oW bteody cemetery witnessed the eagleofDefiofgo crouch* 
ing to the Woody flag of Owen Roe Baldeafg. 

By the cave of Dunkerry said M*Ilvennan, I see the oald Oapu! 
Baan, and some ugly hangman rascal riding upon her ; bad luck 
to the shambling culUon. Och Mister MaqtJrisefen, wilf you let me 
go down and knoek the brains out of the imperant scavenger, and 
1*B be back before yes would Hiss yourself three times in Irish 
jewed. We shaU all accompany yOu> jaid M^uillan smiling and 
waving bis sward around bisiiead, 6aHed, now for this cattle ttthd 
M'Uvenfttafi's Captil Baan% Frwn right tb /eft and frorti van tb 
rear, the war cry farahl fafahl faraht was uttered, and that 
asasted by the brazen lunged trumpets and ancient cornua, rattled 
like a peal of thunder thl'Otiigh the bid boildiiig; then enfering 
the tall oaks of Dreenagh, travelled up the streams of , the Curly* 
to its source. Little Dunn {I mean the dog that almost unaccount- 

* « The Curly i« a little «ii9ftm hairing Hi Mureeiir tliela«k part of that hill Aow called the 
Kady : on the nortbeni bank was a iaiye fiov^ called Diramons, erected by tfie Defies ; it i^ets its 
aaoie I believe from the reughacaa of ita Awrefll oecaiioned by the bedi of gravel, basalt, and 
sand stone oyer w^ ii psMie; U timi niter aanv Wilidinga pt^ its tribute to the Roe b^ 

miflfttng its waters wiib kisb . . ; ^ 



«% ii^ tttttehed Useif W hkn (be fonMF night) %C)pt af tkH9i)|f 
by htm tlttot^ th^dnyi ftiid notwithfltanding a8 tlire diffit^olties 
mith .which h« wtf «iiri^l<rided» remained unhmt even when man^f 
H brave maa feU both on right and M. TheODonnelh, witH ^ 
tbeii^«ilie8> caaunaoded by Cahir Ree O^Doftigfaertyj awaited them 
nrith allthe 0(M»liieiss a^ det^nrnnaliait of^n^memy, resolved 
pither t^ cotiqujQi^ or IW in ther:#ttld. 

The two lines ^Ipeed from one ei^tremity to ^h« othei:, barricade 
ipg the froiit of each with heitps of slain; there was ne BiaD(»uvr- 
log or taking the ad^ajntage on either side, but /what the arm of 
flesh or the all-attempitiog spirit of man could do was not wanting. 
The cattle were iiow left undefended, or even looked after, for all' 
were engaged in ij^^ mortal conflict. They qrowded together, 
an4fr9i^ their lowii^gs testified their innocent dread of the deadly 
carnage that reigiied aroiind. Owea Roe mounted an old bended - 
thorn, that.|;rew la the front pf the church,* and called aloud to 
his- forces, the day is our own, I have dyed my sword in the blood 
of M'Quillan your enemy; pn o^ I say, and bear forward the red 
glory of Ba)de^Mig» that nev^ returned unless vietoroits from the 
field of battle. He had voufided Daniel M'QuiUen slightly, vdiich 
in pai't authenticated his sayings, but it only served as a stimulus 
to him ill the sqquel. -< 

, Jt. was now the three brothers against O'Dougherty and the 
tWQ brothers, and the old Daniel against Owen Roe^ sword i0 
sword, foot to footf and shield te shield* The ooalest had wrought 
4own the hill th^ iBoMeargs driven by the others though suHenly 
urged, and what was stiH more mronderfulf even onknown to theixK 
selves. Poor I^aura O'Donpell was left alone with only her maldis, 
^pd could easily f from her station beyond the little brook^ see the 
battle which from re,a,son^ perfectly known to the reader, was to 
her of all other sights the n^io^t appalling^ Alas! she had not 
j^npwn of th^ fall of her brave brother, whose blood lay frozen 

* The lest engagement betv^een the rival clans of O'Donnell and M^Cluilian, was fought In the 
field of Ggirtaaore, lyi»g:^^iioi:t]» of the cl^iirctik and apiutMiohing even to the wall of the grave- 
yard ; the O'Cahaos ^ere said honourably to have stood by witM all their fierce GaHogloghs, 
and witness t|ie well contested suifCt aJthoufh they ooiM have uurned the scale to whatsoever 
side tl^ey pleased. |a the st^rnp of bam%^ is toM by^iiivold man that the eiiiaiing or ringing 
of the swords against each other, gave a horrible grandeur to then^elie. 
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and clotted on the spot where he fell: no these doleful tidings were 
not known to her, and perhaps at that crisis it was ►much better ; 
the only sight that engaged her attention, was the white plume 
of Finn McQuillan, waving over all their heads, and forming a 
signal which the troops followed with as much avidity as they did 
the Norman eagle ; I will not say had either her brothers or 
father been as conspicuous as he, but perhaps her attentio|jfmight 
have been as much attracted toward them and may be more; 
however there was something of pity to be retained in a people's 
cause who were contending for their own rights, and those of their 
country. In regard of the white plume, it was on^ wrought by 
her and her fair friend Aveline, for him during the holidays at 
4)unluce ; they had formed it partly from the feathers of domestic 
fowl, and partly from those sea-fowl that deposit their eggs in the 
diifs over-hanging the ocean near to the castle. 

f 

Finn M'Quillan at that time, though young, was much elder than 

either his sister or Laura 0*Donnell, and was about entering as a 

volunteer the army of great O'Neill of Clanbuoy. The plume as 

white, was becoming a young soldier, and being beautiful to the 

eye, was as well known by its gentle fabricator ; but at the time 

of its construction she little thought it would come forth, nodding 

slaughter and devastation against her father, her brothers, and her 

country ; but it came only in defence of its rights, as I said 

before, and she from her heart was fully disposed to give all 

justice in that case, and if there was any other cause why Laura 

kept her eye so steadfastly fixed on it I leave it to my readers 

who are much better arbiters in such matters than I can pretend 

to be, to judge what that cause was. The plume of Daniel was 

green, and |^hat of Garry a mixture of the two — white and green; 

each wore a weighty target on the left arm, and a brass corslet 

having a red cross depicted on the right breast ; which cross all 

the descendants of the De Borgos wore, as representing their 

alliance to Robert Duke of Normandy, son to William the 

conqueror. Owen Roe Baldearg, and his three sons, wore red 

plumes as being characteristic of their name ; each of them also 

was harnessed with a weighty helmet and targfet, as was also 

0*Dougherty. It was customary then to wear a sword with a 

basket hilt, that covered them a considerable length up the arm, 

9* 
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and these weapons were so highly tempered, that when the blearer 
would draw a circle around him on any kind of a pa\ement, the 
point of the sword was followed by a train of fire like that prx)- 
ceeding from gunpowder, and with such armour the two rival 
families were equipped. 

It ajqpeared now to both sides^ that this conflict* must end the 
mortal fray, and the god of war in dreadful serenity held the 
bloody scale poised in equilibrium over their heads nearly to noon. 
CahirRoeO'Dougherty, brought up a colum of fierce mountaineers, 
and by a vigorous effort penetrated the enemy's lines, which to that 
moment remained immoveable; this bold enterprise was achieved 
at the expense of many brave men on both sides; the business 
being carried chiefly by their battle axes. As Finn McQuillan in 
the commencement of the engagement occupied the right wing, 
he, together with the detachment which he commanded was cut 
oflf from the main line, and warmly plied until he was driven down 
nearly to the bankf of the river; so that Laura corfld no longer 
behold his snowy crest tossed around his head in graceful sublimity. 
Whether Cahir J had an eye on this brave man's head, by pro- 
ducing which to Owen .Roe he was to obtain the hand of his 
daughter, I cannot venture to say, but by a single man of ordinary 
strength, the task would have been dangerous; and again, by no 
other means could he come more unnaturally to her affection as 
that proposed. 

# We often bear of many and hard fought battlei in the present day, as certainly there are, but 
in times so fur back aa those in which I am speaking when chivalry was in all its glory, and a 
warior ever after branded as a coward, should he yield the victory to any force, there is not the 
least shadow of doubt, but the slaughter must have been greater as well as the contention more 
arduous or raiher deadly. Gunpowder and the use of fire arms were received at that time, hut 
had not become so common that these ferocious chieftains either knew how^o use, or had an 
opportunity of using them, Arrows served them io place of guos, but almost all difficulties were 
carried by the sword, or war ax. 

t At the commencement of the battle, it is said that an officer finding that be could not do so 
much execution mounted, alit and leading his horse to the bottom of Dreenagh glen, in order that 
lie might there be safe and ready for him after the fight, tied him to a tree that grew beside a 
deep slough, but he never returned to untie him, and the horse was afterward found engulfed in 
the swamp and bound iu the manner in which he had been left. 

f * 
I Oahir Roe O'Dougherty was a man of more than ordinary stature and a good soldier; he was 
not the celebrated Cahir, whose ponderous sword is reserved in the court house of Londoncerry, 
and together with the city mace borne before the Judge at every assize, but being the identkal 
naine even to the appvUatioo of Aoe, I mast suppose he was nearly allied to him. 
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The Galloglogte of Dalriadagh stood firm to their leader, play- 
ing well theii: weighty axes, and though falling* fast, seldom came 
tQ the ground before they returned a mortal wound to their enemy* 
but any disinterested spectator might well see that they were 
oppressed and contending against a superior force. O'Dougherty 
and his forces followed them hard up, shouting the war cry of 
Baldearg, and hemming them into a large precipice, that formed 
the bank of the river; here McQuillan mounted a little green 
Hillock, seeing that his life was sought by almost every ax or 
sword that could aim a blow at his head, and being engaged by 
two pike men whom he laid beneath him, he was rushed upon by 
O'Dougherty, the troops being engaged defending every man him- 
self: they were .permitted to finish the contest between them, the 
result of which was, that Finn McQuillan's white plume, together 
with himself and a bloody sword, broken in two shares, lay 
prostrate beneath the victor ! The crest which had nodded s6 
sublimely over his shoulders since the morning, now lay bedaggled 
in gore, and little Dun that sat on an adjoining eminence during 
the conflict, now came forward whining, and putting its nose to 
his mouth, howled most piteously. He in the agonies of death 
broadly opene^.his eyes on this faithful animal, then turning his 
head closed them forever. 

* The reader mhv judge of (he carnage of tliis battle, when I tell him that the bones 
collected off the tilled land in after apes when piled agaiiis* the wall of the church, reached 
near to the eve; before ever I saw Drumachose I have heard of these bones, and the persons 
who informed me supposing they were the common bones of the yard, imagined as a reason 
for their being heaped up here, that the earA was of a nature not to decay them soon 
enough; they were however hurried afterward, and last season being something curious 
rugarding so many stories that I had heard told concerning them, I took with me another 
person with a pick and spade, and being directed by the Sexton, we in the space of two yards 
square, raised fourteen or fifteen skulls, and a vast number of thigh, arm, and leg bones of a 
very large size; some of the skulls were dinged inward as if by stones, others were split right 
across, and in others I could visibly discern the cuts of a blunt, instrument, which I supposed 
to be the Tuatha Cathan or ax of war, an instrument used in those times chiefly by strong 
men, as some of the foregoing notes shew, one of the skulls on account of its size, I brought 
home and kept in my bedchamber a fe\v nights, hut by the continued solisitation of a female 
in the house, was obliged to return it to its companions. I broke it before I sent it away, and 
at the back part of the head where it was thickest, found that it measured nearly half an 
inch in depth. At the opening of the skulls, and where they were serrated on each side, I 
found there was no ossification, but one part separated from the other with ease: a surgeon 
has since informed me that this was a proof that the men were young as in old men they 
become completely ossified and solid : that one which I brought home with me however had 
no appearane6 of serrature, but was hard as iron. If I am wrong in this reiliark, or if my 
tenns are inapplicable, I hope those who are connoisseurs will pardon roe, as I confess that 

am out of my depth when discussing any length on this subject. In the making up of a ditch 
about sixty years past through the field of Gortmore, the labourers came npon a pit of bones some 
perches In length, which undoubtedly were the bones of men who fell in the same battle. 
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The contest had at that time become very sharp near to the 
body, the conquerors 'wishing to carry it off, and the others pro- 
tecting it ; and poor M^Ilvennan who had stood by him since tfce 
twilight, on seeing his valiant commander fall, roared out his 
sorrows, and howled the caoine over him, accompanying it with 
all his praises, his feats of heroism in the field, his generous and 
beneficent deeds to the distressed ; and last of all, a shower of 
bad-lucks, marafasties and murrains to take off the bad breed of 
the Baldeargs, and their ill-begotten slieught ; then snatching up 
a battle ax, rushed into the tumult, and layed round him like a 
madman. 

Dunn now made his way to the church, and not finding his 
mistress there, he crossed the little brook to the place where she 
sat with her maids, who on seemg him come forward drooping 
and crouching down at her feet, knew all was not well, for she 
heard a short time before the war cry echoing through the glen, 
and knew it was at some important crisis. 

She did not however, remain long in this awful suspense, for 
hearing a second shout of victory from her couri^fymen, she saw 
them approaching her with Cahir Roe 0*Dougherty at their head, 
and bearing the dead body of a soldier to thi§ place, being the 
goal of victory — 'twas the body of Finn McQuillan ; his head was 
hangjng down, his eyes closed, and the white plume which her 
own hands had wrought, dragged in the mud. She rose up to 
meet him with a wild and unsettled look in her eyes saying my 
dream is fully verified now : then hanging over him for some 
minutes, as if more closely examining his features, during which 
time not a word, nor even a single tear escaped her; but with her 
white hands clenched together, bearing in her countenance des- 
pair pity and inconsolable woe; she raised her head, and uttering 
a shriek as soon as her eyes met those of 0*Dougherty, frowning 
from under his steel casque; with her head averted, she waved 
her hand that he and his myrmidons might retire, and did not leave 
off waving so long as they were in view. Then gently stretching 
herself by his side, with her cheek to his, and drawing her veil* 

4(: The veil was worn only by married ladies, but she choose on this melancholy occasion to 
assume it. 
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over their faces, she seemed to sink into a prpfound rest, out of 
which her attendants did not wish to awake her for a considerable 
^e ; but when they ventured silently to withdraw it, alas ! the 
spirit of Laura was fled to meet that of her friend, in a brighter 
region and more serene atmosphere, where there is unsullied joy 
for evermore. 

At the time of this- fatal catastrophe, Garry M'Quillan with his 
brother Daniel, had fairly turned the right wing of Baleardg's 
army ; and so hardly were they pressed, that Owen Roe, with the 
detachment that he commanded, was obliged to seek shelter in 
the church, and narrowly missed having his head severed from 
his body as he entered the door, by the back stroke of a broad- 
sword, which coming in contact with a solid oak frame, was 
shivered to pieces, leaving a deep gash in the timber. As Garry 
and his brother were returning from this charge, they heard the 
war-cry shouted by 0*Dougherty's forces near to the Curly, and 
which ominously informed them that some important point had 
been gained against their brother, who alone, and insulated from 
any succours, was contending against numbers since the morning. 

GaiTy McQuillan knew his brother's high character as a Gen- 
eral, and also his excellence in the use of the broadswor4; but sit 
the same time, he feared his coming in contact with the powerful 
arm of Cahir ODougherty, who like a second Achilles, seemed 
to court him to an engagement from the commencement. As 
often as he saw him press uponhis brother, he was heard groan- 
ing, and eefen often to revert the eye so long as they were in his 
sight, apparently wishing to exchange places with him, but all in 
vain. He was a man who in point of agility or personal strength 
feared no man ; and often as is frequently the case with young . 
men, longed to have a bout with the foe, in order to know what 
Ije himself could do. In the midst of their doubts and anxiety for 
their brother, and certainly doubt in such a case, to a feeling 
mind, is worse than reality: I say in the midst of their fears on 
that momentous occasion, a man appeared to them at a distance, 
running in a disordered dress, and without armour — Finn is gone 
said Daniel, for besides the portentous news approaching in the 
mouth of this messenger, I see the troops scattered along the side 

9 
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of the wood, and the standard to be seen no where. The news 
can be no worse, said the other with a sigh, than wh^t I have 
expected since the morning : I saw his death intended in iSifi 
manoeuvre of ODougherty's troops at the beginning of the battie, 
but it was not in my power to relieve him. 

By this time, the herald was at hand with them, when they 
called aloud to him, is your commander fallen 1 Matters are as 
bad as you can expect, said he. Where does he lie, said thQ 
younger, in a louder tone, lashing his helmet on the ground, and 
after it his outer garment. We stood around his body said he, 
until most of our men were cut to pieces ; but the enemy at length 
like an overwhelming flood, burst through us, and bore him away : 
they have taken his body I believe to the last cross, but I see 
0*Dougherty returned, and at the head of a column prepared for 
a new attack. 

The forces under old Daniel McQuillan were at the present 
moment warmly engaged by the two sons of Owen Roe, but the 
appearance of his son Daniel soon roused their courage, and the 
enemy began to yield in their turn. As the messenger pronounced 
the last words, Garry McQuillan ordered him to lead the way, 
and waving to his men to follow, took the path running. As he 
went down the hill, he was met by the remains of his brother's 
army, who rallying under his standard, turned their faces to the 
enemy a second time. Cahir saw them coming on at a gallop, 
with fury and determination in their looks, but the massive blade 
of one particular sword, where it was grasped firmly in the 
brawny hand, he eyed closely. 

M*Quillan without looking how they engaged the enemy, ran 
upon O'Dougherty like a lion, and at the same time shouting, the 
blood of my brother ! An awful pause now reigned through all 
the lines, to witness the conflict between these two champions. 
Cahir defended himself with desperation, and made some deadly 
cuts ot his adversary, the fire gleaming at each contact of the 
two swords, and the blades whistling as they encircled their 
heads in gleaming steel, until McQuillan's sword meeting with the 
helmet of his adversary, flew out of his hand across the river ; 
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then like lightning ftieiEing him by the throat he dashed him to the 
gi-ound, and wrenched the weapon from his hand ; when the 
troops interposing, 0*Dougherty was on his feet in a leap, and the 
sword in his hand which his enemy lost ; this was a fair exchange 
of armour — but the battle was sodh over, Cahir Roe ODougherty 
lay extended on the earth, not far from the spot, where a short 
time before he had laid Finn McQuillan. 

But the demon of war eat in grim exultation, 
A mist-rolUng cloud wae bie dark habitation ; 
And fiercely he smiled from a countenance surly. 
While crjmson with gore ran the streams of the Curly. 

Baldearg's forces marched toward the old church, but on reach- 
ing this place, they found thgft the two sons of Owen Roe, I mean 
the two remaining sons, were fallen among the slain ; one of them 
having guarded the door of the church, until he fell dead over the 
heaps of slain that had fallen by his sword. O'Donr^eH's remain- 
ing. forces were crammed into the cemetery which they endeav- 
oured to defend, until a parley was granted for burying the 
dead which was agreed upon soon after. On these conditions 
being settled, they repaired to the scene of action in order to bury 
the dead. The first care of Daniel M'Quillan and his sons was 
to go in search of the body of Finn, which they found exactly in 
the place where it was first laid, with Laura 0*Donnell at his side 
pale and lifeless. This new scene, of which they had not the 
most distant idea, awakened their sorrows afresh,* tears showered 
from the eyes of all as they stood around, even the fierce veterans 
of the enemy could not withhold them on this occasion; but all 
seemed now to forget their late animosities, and mourned the two 
lovers as they lay together, in terms of tender sympathy. 

The commanders and soldiers being all collected around the 
affecting scene, and what was more distressing, the two parents 
seeming to interrogate each other by their looks, in saying, have 
you known any thing of this? Two seperate biers being formed 

* Beside Drumachose church, when they were cutting down the hill to make it passable for the 
mailcoach that runs between Newtonllmavady and Coleraine, they came on another pit of these 
bones, the earth around which when raised up was dark in the colour like a fresh opened grave, 
hXkd when spread upon the road before the door of a little cabin whose iphabitanta were my 
authors, annoyed them very much with a diiagreeabie stench for several days. 



^ 
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of green br ao^bes, and decorated with boughs of ivy, they b^^n 
to prepare the bodies for interment, when the females ob opening 
the bosom of Laura 0*Donnell, found the golden cJasp- of Fi^pt 
McQuillan's military cloak lying ne^t her heart : this was another 
elucidation on a subject unknown to all save themselves, and 
which sunk the surrounding spectators into profound silence. 

Having laid them on the biers, they decorated the head of each 
with a garland formed ftom the scarlet berries and green leaves 
of the ivy wrought together, then raising them from the ground 
they marched forwaixl slowly, the pipes performing a plaintive 
air, the three McQuillans and Owen Roe walking before, and 
Laura's maids behind weeping as they followed :, 'twas a wonder- 
ful procession. — They who had some hours before been engaged 
in the work of death, saw thronging around them their hostile 
foes ; saw the wounds which they gave, and also them who had 
inflicted wounds on themselves: there was no appearance of 
animosity in this motley groupe, but all as one man mourned the 
fate of these faithful but unfortunate lovers ; they carried them 
down to the spot on the banks of the Curly where was a little 
green surrounded with alders, and there having dug a grave, laid 
them together and raised over thjem a little mound, covering it 
with stones from the brook and afterward green turf, which place 
including the entire field is called to this day Cairn a Finn, or the 
tomb of Finn McQuillan. 

When the wind from the north through the alders is groaning, 
A voice oft is heard deeply sighing and moaning; 
'Tis the sprite of the mountain at evening returning, 
Who fills the long glen with a sighing and mourning ; 
While the moon from the zenith does silver them over, 
And green grows the bed of this maid and her lover : 
The lambkins in spring may be seen feeding nigh them, 
On primrosy banks where the stream murmurs by them. 
And the pipe of the redbreast proclaims in deep sorrow. 
That here rests M*Quillan long side of his Laura. 

The three brave sons of Owen Roe 0*Donnell were interred 
opposite their sister's tomb, under a little mound similar to the 
other and close by the bank of the same stream, while the father, 
childless, must return home to spend the remainder of his days in 
solitude and woe. 



NORMAir D£ B0R60S. 109 

» 

Cahir* Roe O'Dougherty was borne by his soldiers to the 
cburch, and in the corner of the yard near to the grave of the 
wounded soldier was a^ssigned a pJace of rest : the others were 
indiscriminately buried in pits made for convenience,, wherever 
the heaps of ruin lay; and the cattle that evening turned their 
heads homeward, pursuing the same path which they came, and 
lowing for the heathclad hills and florin vales of Dalriadagh. 

The village where Laura 0*Donnell sat as the reluctant prize 
of the victor, was called ever after Cross n-hean a ghonel, or the 
cross of the daughter of O^Donnell, afterward corrupted into 
Cross-na Donnell. 

The congregated bards of these two noble clans tuned their 
instruments over the tomb by the brook, and being assisted by 
Laura's mai^s and other females of the neighbourhood who came 
to witness the spectacle, raised th^ Irish Caoine, repeating over 
them all that the human Jheart coiild devise of goodness, greatness 
and virtue, making the hills aftd glens echo with claps and howl- 
ing$. 'Twas as the mourning of the Israelites in the threshing 
floor of Atad, a grievous mourning: Knogher 0*Brady was present, 
and knew his venerable guests whom he at one time supposed to 
be beings of another world. To him was given the care and 
preservation of the tombs, and as a compensation, }wo of the best 
milk cows and a couple of good ewes ; he was to fence them 
ground and plant them with ozier, and in the ensuing spring two 
messengers; one ftom Dunluce and one from Tyrconnell, were 
appointed to return and visit them. Owen Roe O'Donnell lamented 
the warmth of temper that drove him forwai'd to undertake this 
unfortunate enterprise which had ended in the destruction of his 
three valiant sons and amiable daughter, all said he, who were 
unwilling to come out afs enemies to the house of De Borgo. How 
often ha^e they solicited me even with tears in their eyes to leave 
aside this <Jesign ? but alias ! my dear child, whose gentle dispo- 
sition and amiable manners were much unfit to witness such 
scenes,,, why have I urged you hither u^ponscious of the delicate 

'* I have heard old men say, that for many years (here was an enormous skull lay in'^this 
graveyatd, and when a funeral would have come here, the first question was, where is the large 
skull, around which they would assemble and comment on the strength of him who bore this huge 
Capitol ? whether this belonged to pahir O'Dougherty I knoVv not. 
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bond which united you to 4.he family of Dunluce, but more, to the 
brave young man, who there lies your partner in death, and who, 
as well as my three valiant sons has fallen through me. The 
lamentation of Daniel McQuillan and his sons was severe and 
afflictive, but even in this, they were easy in comparison with the 
latter, being clear of any thing like self-accusation the sharpest 
monitor we have. *My son indeed is fallen said the father, but 
if he is said he, he fell in the bed of glory, and has been amply 
avenged ; but why should I vaunt ? No, enough has been said, 
enough has been done, farewell my brave my valiant son fareweU! 

Saying tTiese words, he turned away with the whole train of his 
followers sighing, but turning when he was at a small distance to 
look back, he saw M*Ilvennan leaning over the grave alone, and 
wringing his hands as if he had his family lying here ; McQuillan 
gave orders that he shoulclbe brought away, and the san>e even- 
ing they commenced their march for the northern plains of Antrim 
and grey towei's of Dunluce, leaving many a gallant young man 
behind them, lying low in the lanA of 0*Cahan. 

The clans of Tyrconnell also marched off the same evening, 
old Owen Roe childless, and the fierce but warlike clan of the 
O'Dougherties without their comman^r leaving many of their 
friends, the bloody field of Gortmore, the oaks of Dreenagh wood, 
and the old church of Drummachose witnesses to a hard contested 
struggle. The news of this engagement spread terror through 
the surrounding villages, but was talked of no where with more 
zeal and interest, than in the castle of Cooey Na Gall: 'twas here 
that the merit of each soldier was discussed in its true character, 
and just honor given to the man to whom it was lawfully due. 
As the Antrim forces crossed the mountain, M*Ilvannan mounted 
on the capul bawn, assisted in driving up the cattle, and the next 
morning as the sun rose over the mountains of Albany,*it beheld 
them safely across the Bann and the Bush, within the extensive 
demense of McQuillan, and meeting as they passed along, either 
a friend or an acquaintance anxiously inquiring after their 
connections. 

The brothers and sisters of Finn McQuillan, mourned long for 
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him, but chiefly Aveline, who knew something of the attachment 
existing between him and her young friend Laura O'Donnel] ; the 
latter never had made an open declaration of her mind to her, 
but from his character being the general topic of conversation 
between them, and almost always introduced by Laura, she 
guessed how her feelings were, and thinking so, it only riveted 
their friendship more closely. Many were the days and nights 
that she sighed for her brother and her school-fellow ; but the 
tender mind loses an impression sooner \than we can imacrine, 
notwithstanding such affliction. She saw them continually to- 
gether during the holydays at Dunluce, but now she knew they 
reposed tranquilly at each other's side in the land of forgetfulness, 
unconscious of what was here said, thought, or done regarding 
them. 

At this period in Ireland, if a bralve soldier^fell in battle, he 
was nt)t so much mourned as we might think, for they considered 
it sufficient glory if he died in the field of honour, and chiefly if 
his death had been amply avenged, and so the family of M*Quillan 
left oflT grieving on tliat occasion. The friendly intercourse al- 
ways continued between the noble family of Clanbuoy and 
McQuillan, who prized the alliance so highly, that neither the 
threats nor promises of the most powerful enemy could shake him 
in his adherence. The only adversary whom they had to oppose 
at present, was O'Cahan of Lemavady, which family, as I said 
before, was long ere this on the decline. The latter clan had 
many enemies, and the great and leading reason was, they were 
open-hearted and unsuspecting, and therefore every vagabond 
and runagate who had disputed with, or abused a higher power, 
by patching up a plausible story, could easily induce them to 
espouse his cause, and hence the ruin of that ancient milesian * 
sept, who were prouder of their family f than many sons of kings. 

» Edward the Second in prosecuting the war which his father left unfinished against the Scotf* , 
before the memorable battle of Bannockburn, wrote over to Ireland for the clans of the O'Cahans, 
the O'Neills, the O'Donnells, the O'Connors, the O'Dougherties, the O'Sullivans, M'Carthies and 
Kavanaghs. Which of them obeyed the royal mandate I know not, but am certain that the 
O'Cahans and some others were found on the side of Bruce. 

t In the town of Dungiven, founded by their ancestor, I have seen them engaged in one of those 
family quarrels which so often disgrace our country, when they were overpowered and driven 
from the main street by superior numbers: a mighty change thought I, from the days of Turlough 
More, who could have strangled one of these men at arms length with ease , or Gooey na Gall, 
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The castle of Dunluce being one night brilliantly illuminated in 
consequence of an entertainment given to the numerous friends 
and alliances of the house of De Borgo, and among the foremost 
at this festival was the family of Clanbuoy, with all other families 
of distinction in Antrim, besides many others from the neighbour- 
ing counties : the barrack on the farther side of the di-awbridge 
was also illuminated, and here the sturdy gallogloghs, each quaf- 
fing to the health of his chieftainj mingled his voice in the general 
uproar. The castle to a spectator on sea, had the appearance of 
a fire balloon suspended among the clouds ; I mean to a person 
immediately under it, and the light issdng from the barrack 
windows, together with the opposite linie of dwelling houses, 
seemed like a long fiery tail adhering to the balloon, and could 
only be seen in this romantic view by those approaching from the 
north-east or north-west. 

A large globe well enlightened was usually suspended tevery 
night during the dark of the moon from the top of that part of the 
castle directly fronting the North Atlantic, which served not a 
little to finish the appearance of this grand spectacle. In a storm 
blowing from the north or north-west, when the wind rolled into 
the base of the rock, those waves unimpeded through that broad . 
ocean, the effect upon the impending beholder was awful. The 
light of the windows, with the suspended globe, cast a flame far 
into the deep, which seemed, whep agitated by the turbulent 
element, red as claret. The globe was not hung here merely for 
the use of mariners, as traders were few at that time, and seldom 
seen on these coasts, although it might sometimes have a good 
eflfect in such cases, as fortunately happened that night ; it was 
only for the grandeur and beauty of the scene, which in my 
opinion few, if any could equal. 

who9e massive sword they could no more wield than a child. They are now scattered, degenerated 
and the family line of genealogy altogether lost. 

I have just found that the lineal descendant and only male heir to Cooey na Gall O'Cahan, now 
holds an honourable military office in the British army; after the imprisonment of O'Cahan, we 
understand that the Government took his son in charge, and sent him to College! the history of 
the family hitherto could be traced no further; 'tis now known that the son of Daniel O'Cahan 
patronized by government, went a voluntary exile with Charles the Second to the Continent, and 
returned at the Restoration, knighted under the title of Sir Daniel Gahan. His descendants hold 
a very large estate of some thousand acres in county Tipperay. In the physiognomy of this mili- 
tary gentleman, the strongly marked Milesian features shew themselves even to a slight observer- 
dark complexion, high oval forehead, dark penetrating eye, dignity of gait and determination 
of step. 
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Of all nights in the year this was happy to the inmates of Dun- 
luce, being the anniversary, or birth-night of Ayeline McQuillan, 
Wh(^ in an apartment of her own was seated with 'her young 
friends arid acquaintance around her, having on her right hand 
beautiful Ro^ O'Neill of Clanbuoy, her sister in all the feminine 
accomplishments dni graces that adorn the sex 

From the opertings of the buildings, might be heard the festive 
sound of wassail, mii^th and revelry. While in another apartment, 
Aveline with her friends were discoursing of their schools, their 
dresses books and birds';' after which leaving them, she ran and 
brought her cabinef of curiosities, and explaining every one as 
she produced it, in this manner proceeded to the bottom of the 
cbfler. She had a philosophical mind, much given to research, 
and scarcely ever saw any thing that Vvas in the least degree 
curious, where '^he wonld not enquire after the causes, reasons 
.and every thing pei'talnfng to it. The wandering minstrels who 
stopped at her father's place, she woufd often interrogate regard- 
ing the old Irish families among which they had been; what was 
their heraldry, were they hospitable to strangers, and did they 
support the ancient customs of their forefathers? Such vpas the' 
only daughter of Dani'el M'Quillan, but with a heart altogether 
susceptible to the cares of others ; having shewn the contents of 
this coffer, she immediately produced a smaller one of very fine 
, workmanship, and from it drawing a diamond necklace, told them 
that it was worn by Matilda Qtieen of England, and wife to 
William the Conqueror; it had been preserved in the family of 
De Borgo the red earl of Ulster, and from them lineally came to 
her; but said she, I never have put it ort yet, nor indeed do I 
believe I ever will, /or how could an humble Irish eirl** sucli as I 
am, presume to wear that which was ah ornament 16 no less a 
personage than the Queen of England? I beg you will not des- 
pise yourself, or yet your humble rituation, said Rose ONeill 
smiling, you know not but some Duke of the blood may fancy 
you, and as you have somewhat of royalty in your Veins, we hope 
by the assistance of an indulgent parliament, that the difficulty of 

* la early tiroei the youag ladiee of Ireland wore their hair loose and flowing over their 
shoulders, with the breast and aru^es kare, which pfiihitWe custum our fair couutrywomen 
seem greatly to have revived. 

10* 
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your being a subject will be easily got over, and then my d^r 
Aveline; you may puWicly wear the neckkce of Royal Matilda. 

If said Aveline, my dear Rose you loved me, you would not be 
so severe on nr^e to-night, your poor friend whona .you ought to 
exhort toward hun^ility. I am living here alone and without th.e 
guidance or company of njy kind mother, who was my only 
monitor, and who never.failed to inrrplant the purest ideas of rec- 
titude in the minds of all her children as well as in mine. 
■' - f . 

You are such a grave moralist beautiful Aveline, that I dare 
not enter the arena of argument with you, even for one moment, 
but will you leave aside that philosophical look whjch yoii have 
assumed, will you descend from your iambicks and contend with 
me on my own ground'} Do you not see the neck-lace which I 
wear? it, excepting some few ornaments, is composed of our 
national diamond, and I also can assure you was worn by a ^ 
queen, and one of those who reigned in Tarra: yet you see that 
Rose O'Neill is not intimidated to put it on, notwithstanding its 
former royal possessor, great Hynial of Teamra; and I your own 
pretty Rose of Glanbuoy — the* conclusion of this sentence created 
a general laugh ; but indeed said she, I had the honour to be in 
company lately, when there was given as toa9t, and that even by 
an Irish prince, a Certain beauty living some where or other in a 
rocky towqr on the northern shores of Inis Bacinua^ nor could I 
have guessed who this enviable beauty was, for you may be sure 
I was bursting with jealousy, but having her likeness suspended 
in the apartment facing my own, I saw him turn his eyes toward 
her as he gave the toast, and make as I thought a half bow; and 
all these compliments passed iii the presence of her whom you 
call pretty Rose, whose person and likeness were both neglected. 
Now is it any wonder that I should not like you 1 I fear I. will be 
necessitated as the picture is so convenient to me, to deface some 
of those charms which have. so far eclipsed my own, only that I 
know the original being so near, would flash conviction on me at 
our first assembly in Shanescastle. 

<. 
Aveline McQuillan by this time had laid aside her monastic 
face, atid entered intd the spirit of the wit and diversion which 
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her friend was dealing around >^ith rmich cleverness. I think 
said she you were talking of a prince in the beginning of this 
dissertation, who I believe is always unhappy .unless when he i« 
in Shanescastle ; thia romantic buildiiag, I know, to hinn is the 
centre, of attraction; and I am very much given to believe coni- 
tains a magoet.wit^hin its waMs, to which all his thooghts gravitate ; 
and what you. are pleased to s^y regarding, the beauty in the rocky 
tower — at this she coulA wst help laughing, and said it was only 
a compliment paid to the nymph of Shanescasile, and you have 
shoved the burthen over on poor Aveline. All the ladies in 
company were well entertained with the conversation so equally 
supported on both sides, but one of them averred that what was 
said respecting the toast was real^ and no way metamorphosed, 
for she had the honour to be present at the time* ^ 
♦ 
Allowing all this, said Avejine, admitting that his nobilfty deigned 
to mention the beauty in the sea- beaten to vve,r, will any of you tell 
me what he said of the diamond of Longh Neagh? now be 
candid, for I know 'twas on tlii$ subject, and this alone he wished 
to speak. * - . 

Will you sipcerely believe me said Rose, if I tell you? iWby, 
he said there was a diamond in Shanescastle, he thought, but in 
his opinion it would require a world of polishing; I think he callet^. 
it a diamond or pearl or some such thing ; for you know Lough 
Neagh, on the banks of which. my father's caslle stands, has long 
been esteemed for its pearl fishery, and very possible this is one 
, of those Irish gems which have immortalized the rivers, lakes and 
ploud-capt hills of the Gre6n Isls^nd .tp all the world. But said 
Aveline, as this pearl-fisher knows perfectly where the treasure 
lies of which he is in pursuit, I am greatly astonished that he has 
not taken it long ere this; an^i as we have paid so many complin 
ments to each other to-night, undoubtedly because no other person 
would, let us change the subject, . With all my heart my dear 
Aveline; but I have one request to ask of you, and it being au^ 
moderate one, I cannot be refused, so j^ou must promise me. If 
your request be so moderate, said Aveline, I promise I wUl not 
refuse you my sister ; but I must know what it is before I make 
an unqualified avowal. W^U then said sfa^, my wish is, that you 
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put on the royal necklace of Matilda Qu^eh of England : this is 
your birth night, and I must confess, though perhaps against my 
will, that you look unusoally pretty tomight ; moreover you know 
iiot but some young knight or prince travelling in disguise, or 
perhaps wandering in a strange la nd^. might rap at the gate in 
ordei* to solicit the shelter of your father's hospitable roof ; then 
I say would you not like- to appear 'tis gay as possible before such 
a personage; for I have not ihe teasfr doubt of your making a 
complete conquest. But I would not like to destroy his happiness 
altogether, said Aveline ; for you know if he has >dther troubles 
afflictiog him, and those too which have driven him from his 
native country to seek shelter in this island, it would be cruel for 
two beauties. armed I may say cap-ape, with the most fascinating 
oharms, to launch forth all the artillery of the eyes, smiles and 
graces, on the poor stranger, before he would be well dried from 
the rain : will these reasons suffice for a Sufficient apology to you? 
No reasons said Rose, nor no. apology will suffice ; but on it must 
go, I shall be absolute in my orders. Well then said she, I yield ; 
but remember if this knight or prince or chevalier, or whatever I 
may call him, shall arrive at the castle (b-night, I will rivtil you 
if I can. Do your best said the other, for I think I will warm one 
side of his heart, unless he has lost both his eyes and his ears: so 
saying she took up the necklace and placed it on her friend, who 
seated in the centre of the apartment, before a large mirror, blushed 
when she saw the royal stppendage fall over her shoulders of snow, 
from which her neck shot gp like a column of ivory. 

Aveline McQuillan was possessed of native modesty together 

with other perfections, which to avoid the common hackneyed 

path of description I omit tnentioning: but what seemed the most 

captivating tfnit in her mien, was a solemnity of countenance 

W'hich she possessed, atid indeed it. was only an index toher mind, 

for her heart was sincere. RoseO^Neill was spi-iglitly witty, and 

as the saying is, had a heart a§ light as a feather ; she was usually 

'known by the appellation of pretty Rose of Clanbuoy. 

• 
They 'wei^ busily engaged in bailie* of thi^ kind upon each 

other, not sparing the young ladies who composed part of their 

company whew^verit eame their ttinr, tor A Veline A\4ien she Would 
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leave her solemnity aside, was a» gay as the gayest : bdt one of 
them said she thoiigHt at that moment it was blowing a hupricane, 
as from the light suspended on the castle wall, she saw the sea 
tossed in ueusual fury against the base of the rock, and heard 
the wind roaring like thunder over 'the ca^le : having called them 
to one of the windows whi6b overlooked the turbid element^ they 
were awed into a dead silence, and stood for some time conteip* 
plating this indescribable scene> when they were nearly struck 
blind by a flash of lightning, and that closely succeeded by a peal 
of thunder, which seemed to shake the very foundation of the 
castle: at the last shock they fled back to the fire, gathering as 
close around it as possible* 

They all now began to talk on serious subjects, and tell how * 
the providence of God had preserved so many when in imminent 
danger 5 these relations went alternately around them, and indeed 
to a disinterested spectator, the scene would have been most 
amusive ; for as every blast roared louder and louder over th« 
roof of this turreted mansion, as the blue flash entered the room, 
for at this time they had extinguished the candles^ the countenance 
of Aveline was become as grave and serious as that of the most 
venerable sage lecturing from the pulpit. At length said she, 
fetching a deep sigh, I hope no poor wretch is so unfortunate as 
to be tossed at the mercy of these tempestuous billows to-night, 
but I know that the power of our Almighty parent is as great oa 
that impassioned element as on land*. 

*. ♦• 

Why said Rose O'Neill, would you not wish this knight of the 
lance whom we are expecting to be on sea at such a time ? per- 
haps he is at this moment guided by the light and approaching ^ 
these happy shores; but did he know of the two beauties who at 
present are contained within this lofty fortress, the lightning would 
fly harmless past him, and th^ thunder would roll over his head as 
innoxious a^ the western i>reeze» Ah! said Aveline, my dear 
Rose, will you leave ofi" this talk at such a time, I cannot divest ^^^ 
myself of an overpowering dread, when I see the elements con- 
vulsed, and all nature seeoiingly angry with- man; however were 
it not for the thunder and lightning I could enjoy the agitation and . 
tumult of ocean even with ectacy. There is no comniotion in the 
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elements, or any part of nature satd Rose, but what L sincerely 
believe^the Deity has sent for a good -purpose, and wfc^tber these 
sweeping storms come to scour -away the foetid exhalations which 
the warmth of sumn^r may have collectedv oi^ whether for a 
punishment to man, it^s our duty, you know, to submit with pa- 
tience< ^nd 4iot sink down under that kind of slavish fear which 
seems to have seised you just now. Indeed my dear friend, said 
the other, I am not arraigning providence for the visitations of 
his artger, I know \ue are -deserving, punishment tT>uch more severe 
than these, however I must suppose, that the same benign being 
in place of being angry with any of his creatures for dreading 
his displeasure, might rather approve of our conduct on such 
occasions. ^ 

• ''■■'?■ • ' • 

As they were unknowingly drawn into this serious conversation, 
the time passed imperceptibly with thexn, and they began to 
experience a kind of comfort from it, which supported them under 
their present fears, till the door opening, Sir Henry John O'Neill 
presented himself to them *and bowing, requested the honour of 
their company in the great ball, where they were assembled, he 
said, in order to dance, and that 1 may hav^ the advantage of any 
other, said he, fair Aveline shall I flatter myself of having you:as 
a partner in the dance? I have no objections sir said she, after 
my fear ^bsides, but at present cannot, and beg you will defer it 
for some time, or otherwise perhaps you w^ill find among these 
ladies one more competent than I: Whatever time is convenient 
for you sweet Aveline, said ffc, is both convenient and ple/ising to 
your humble servant, nor tjould I think of asking another, until I 
shall get an utter refusal from yourjself. 

They were glad to find an occasion of leaving the apartment, 
in which some short time before they had found themselves so 
happy; for females although when mingled with the other sex, 
are the very soul and essence of company, jret alone and exposed 
to fear, even knowing that they are free from, danger, are in 
Ihemselvesw^eakand impotent A« they entered the ball room, 
■which was splendidly iHumined, the gentlemen rose on each side 
to teceive them, and two harpers with as many get of pipes, struck 
up the old Kead miel a faultie, your coming once more. 
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The dar>ce wa^ supported with mutih animation for a consider- 
aWe tinrte, even until pretty rose of Glanbuoy,^h(3 was a& sprightly 
as a butti^rfly, was perfectly fatigued, and on finishing the last set, 
said she wonld^ot dance any more that night with those present, 
until, said she in a low voice to Aveline, you tell me whefe your 
valentine is, and I will pcfrhaps honour him on vour account, bat 
you must not be jealous. I have tidiie, said she. 

Young Sir Henry Joho O'Neill, n6w asked out tiis fair partner, 
and on her appearance on the floor^ all eyes were turned toward 
her, for the blaze of the diamonds that surrounding her neck fell 
down upon her breast, was no greater than the blaze of her coun- 
tenance, knowing that all were observing her, and as she thought 
chiefly on account X)f the royal beqCiest. Said her fathar to some 
elderly gentlemen who sat around him^ I see Aveline hais put on 
an ornament to-night, which we never* could induce her to assume 
at any other assembly. Indeed I cannot help smiling vi^hen I look 
at her ; for I see she is in a kind of confusion. I assure you when 
ishe visited at O'Connor's castle, or the seat of Sir Turlough 
O'More, I could not prevail with her even by my most sincere 
entreaties, that she would wear it. 'She told ifte at length with 
fears in hear eyes, that she would comply if I urged her, but how 
^aid she, cawJ presbme to put 6ft that which was accounted an 
ornament to RoJ^alty? .^^^ 

Daniel McQuillan was remarkaWv fond of his daughter, and 
indeed to any person acquainted with her, it appeared no ^ay 
wonderful The dance, which was single, served only to display 
her fine figure, and almost inconceivably pliability 6f limb ; but as 
' soon as she in decer«cy could, she was off the floor, and seated 
beside her friend, who complimented her by saying, she began 
now to fear that she, must surrender the field to her; for truly 
said she, I am half in love with you myself If you are said 
Aveline, leap give you good hopesy^by telling you that you are 
without a rival ; arid if this bawble were taken from around^ my 
shoulders, all the fascination will immediately disappear; so as it 
was you invested me with this shadow of majesty against my will, 
and much after the manner of unfortunate lady Jane Grey, I beg 
of you leave off teasing me. 
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As one of the gentlemea had gone*to the outer gale at the 
drawbridge, he returned and informed them that the storm at that 
moment was truly awful, when all with one consent resigning the 
pleasures of the ball-iroom for a few minutes, went to that apart- 
ment which fronts the Jlporth Atlantic^ that tliey might enjoy the 
grandeur of the scene passing below, which from the light was 
perfectly visible; but' the continued roar and braying of the bil- 
lows, one thronging on the back of another, and breaking against 
the rock, prevented all conversation; they could only turn their 
eyes on the chaotic scene, and then in silence on each other, as 
e wind thundered round the turreted battlements* 
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While they stood here in consternation, Sir Henry O'Neill said 
he thought he heard like the distant report of artillery, a sound 
which was not very common to any of them ; however the use 
of fire-arms was making rapid advances in Ireland at that time, 
as well as in England and Scotland. A*short time after the first, 
they all heard a second, but were bewildered to think what it 
meartt ; whether said they can it be an engagement by sea, or 
rather some vessel in distress, for the English said Daniel McQuillan, 
are becoming remarkably expert in ^he use of fire-arms. I am 
persuaded said Sir Kfenry ONeill it is no engagement, for man- 
kind in place of destroying each other by sea during this hurricane, 
could not in my opinion ride those mountainous billows in safety 
one hour : however as the reports are increasing in the same space 
of time, I am beginning now to suppose that it is not the sound 
of Corry Vreckon^* the noise of which in springtides resembles 
thunder, and I am sure far exceeds the report of cannon; so I 
think we majr conclude it is some vessel in distress ; but she will 
not be long so I can tell you, and the poor fellows who" no doubt 
are manfully bearing up against the turbulence of the elements 
that seem now at war, very possibly :have still a remaining spark 
of hope in their bosoms, some perhaps thinking of their parents, 
some of their wives and children, and others of the gentle form 
which in their tarry arms they last encircled : poor fellows said 

* Corry Vreckon, a whirlpool lying between Dura and Bcdrva, the sound of which is beaid 
at twenty or thirty, miles distance; it is most violent wheA the tide is in, and should the 
largest ship in the British Navy encounter it, she would be whirled round and absorbed in au 
instant; it is as dangerous as the MaelsUoom. 
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he a second time in pity to yourselves I could wish these ideasf 
obliterated from your minds, and that you were perfectly sensiJtlle 
that a watery grave at this dreadful crisis is inevitable. 

Sir Henry John O'Neill*' being of a»|eeling mind, could not 
be disinterested in such a time. Garry M'Quillan now called 
aloud, as any person who spoke was necessitated to expert his 
voice even to the utmost stretch, that Jie positively saw a light 
approaching ia the direction in which they had heard the report 
of guns, aqd immediately on his speaking another was heard, the 
light at this time being so manifest, that they could plainly discover 
a vessel running under the naked poles^ and driven by thevvind in 
upon a lee shore; she had not up- one ts^ck anda few meri were 
seen thronging about. the helm. From the moment. that she first 
saw the light from the. castle, iroagining that it was a beacor^ of 
safety hoisted in some secure harbour, she made directly for it, 
and making for it wagi only hastening on destruction : she had a 
lanthern hung at* her^ mainmast-head, besides others at difierent 
other parts. She flew past them like a m«teor, and coming upon 
a shoal about half a league below the castle, was staved between 
two hidden rocks, at which instant the mast \ventby the board, 
and the light disappeared: they ^re gone for ever cried all, but let 
us hasten* and endeavour if we can tq save some lives, fm* should 
any of them' have .cast themselvea into the water, endeavouring to 
swim, it is possible they may be driven ashore, and through the 
assistance of -providence we will attempt tb save them. 

They now. descended from the castle, to the beach, all running 
for some distance down the strand, then, clapping close to the 
earth, they .after a little saw the hulk where she lay immoyeably 
wedged between two rocks, and not the appearance of a standing 
stick. They had not been long,here when another small Hght was 
revised on deck, and by which latter signal, they understood that 
the crew was safe; than uniting all their voices together ,th^y 

* Most of the Hy-Nlalll, says an author, wore the diadem with a majesty becomine a fVee 
state, and ft conscious digiiity becoming the merit that purchased it. 'iSvas about the accession 
of James I., that the O'Neills were deprived of royalty, and Donnal O'Neill wag the sixteenth 
and last monarch of the Tyronfe line, and forty-^fth of the HyNiall race; he was a valiant 
Mnibrtiinate man. To the .uhQve family bt^tonfed ^ian Borohoime, monarch t)£ Irelanl, who 
at the shades of Clontarf, on Good Friday, in the eighty.eighth year of his age fell, bravely, 
fighting for hi3 counlfy against the Danes, when the victt>ry was neiriy complete. 
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raised a shout, but deceived no answer from tte ship, as it was 
impossible they could be heard, for the noice of wind and water. 

A large fire was in the course of a little time kindled below a 
high promontory, and <|uite opposite Ihe vessel so that they might 
see some kind hearts were interested for their fate. A smaH rope 
was then tied round a dog's neck, and he sent into the water, and 
after much fighting, struggling and ineflTectual endeavours, he m^ide 
out the ship. A small cable was soon bound to the rope and pulled 
ashore, by the help of which they alllandfed safely, without the 
loss of a single man. Scarcely was there an apartment in the 
castle in which a fire was not kindled, and the entire crew, that 
consisted of some hundred Highland soldiers, brought in and 
supplied with warmth, arid afterward each a glass of strong liquor^ 
than which nothing could be better for these hardy mountaineers. 

M*QuiHan's hospitable mansion, his table-the exertions or ser- 
vices of himself and family, wore always ready to succour the 
distressed, when an opportunity of this kind 'offered ; and glad 
were they all at the escape of these poor Highlanders, whom a 
moment before they thought consigned to oblivion. On no night 
. in the circle of the three hundred and sixty-five, could they have 
in distress come to the shores of Dunluce more likely to find 
succour and nourishment of whatsoever kind the distressed stood 
in need, than the present, notwithstanding that abundance was 
always at the table of this Irish chieftain, and an open door as an 
index showing the way to it. Having a hearty repast, they were 
taken to the barrack, and all the arms concealed, both of theirs 
and McQuillan's galloglaghs ; after this they were left to carouse 
together and drink the kead miel a faultie to morning. 

The reason of concealing the arms wa» to prevent danger in 
case they shpuld quarrel, for in the various multitude of these hot- 
brained northerns, when their spirits were raised with strong 
liquors, nothing was more likely, the broadsw(yd being as ready 
to the Highlander as the knife and fork, and no readier to him 
than th^ ftishman nor a better wish to use it; but these weapons 
being laid a«ide, tl?ey might eniaul and bruise each other to morn- 
ing in perfect safety. Their commander a stately young High- 
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lander of a gopd deportment, was Sir Coll M*Donnel from the 
•Scottish isles ; a plaid of j&ne texttjire^ was gra<5efully cast over his 
left shoulder, and a national bonnet of a fabrication still as fine 
sat perched ori his brow, and covering only a few of his dark 
rAven locks curled into the skin, and cropped closely : on his face 
the first down of manhood was beginning to mark his sex, and 
promised to be no fairer than that which dignified his capitol : he 
was also arrayed in a philibeg, with tartan hose reaching just to 
the swell of a well turned limb, and exposing, a knee white and 
firm as a rock. His finger had received a slight bruise frpm being 
on deck at the time the mast fell, and now was bleeding profusely, 
staining his burnished sword that hung a^ a finishing piece on his 
left side. They were all however l?usied in procuring washes, 
salves and bandages for him, and the gentlemen on binding it up, 
complimented hina on the whiteness of his hands. The reason 
of that said he is because they have done so little, my hands are 
only those of a female^ and perhaps when they have sustained the 
cause of my country, or that of my friends, seven or eight years, 
they will not be so bright in the colour. 

And yet my young friend said M*Quillan you have got a pretty 
sharp initiation on your commencement. 5VIay I ask where you 
intended to sleep to-night about two hours back? Did you not 
expect strange lodgings ? Undoubtedly said M*Donnel, we expected 
no less than to sleep with his saltwater majesty your next neighbour ; 
bat still we did not wish to give him the trouble of accommodating 
so many, unless we could do no better, and yet we have thrust our- 
selves upon you. Well my friend said McQuillan, it is only that 
you preferred our place of entertainment to the other, and doing 
so we are in duty bound to support your good o[)inion of us. I 
had always a spark of hope in my breast, said McDonnell, that not 
all the water in the Atlantic could extinguish, for I knew that he 
wko rules both wind and waves, had only to say peace be still, 
and all commotion was at an end. And as you thought so it 
happened to you said they, but let me unbuckle your pliaid, said 
young Daniel McQuillan, ;t seems to be wet. As he opened a, 
massive gold buckle, with a rich embossment, he saw the heraldry 
of the loyal M^Donnels raised in large characters across it, that 
is, a ship a naked man, a fjsh with a hawk as the crest, holding in 
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the talons of one foot a stalk at top branching into three croslets, 
with this motto in French, — "Tout jour pref." — Always ready. 

From seeing your coat of Arms young maasaid old M'Quilliin, 
Fscarcely need ask your family, your forefathers were sovereigns 
over the Scottish Isles. My name is M*Donnel said he and I have 
the honour to be descended from the same, but we must leave 
sovereign thoughts aside, and think of that only which i^ becom- 
ing a subject. Your remark is just said the other but I must 
confess there is nothing gives me more exalted or happy ideas 
than to look back on the line of my great ancestry. Our family 
said Sir Coll both from thinking and acting as kings, have drawn 
upon themselves many and powerful enemies, whose principal 
wish I believe was not to conquer, but exterminate. However 
we are still able to hold a part of Scotland, nothwithstanding the 
number of our opponents, and also to give out friends some little 
assistance besides. And may I ask, said McQuillan to him, with- 
out offence to which of the M'Donnel's are you son, as I have 
the honour to be acquainted with many chieftains of that name in 
the Isles. I am sir said he, son to Sir Alexander M*Donnel,* and 
r believe also a kinsman to Robert Bruce the hero of Bannock- 
burn; but at the same time that I take the liberty of inforniing 
you thus, I humbly beg you not to understand me as boasting of 
my pedigree*— It is only tfiat you may better know my line of ex- 
traction : for were I fond of tracing myself up to heroism alone, 
although Robert Bruce was both a patriot and hero, there are 
M'Donnels whose deeds could vie with the most renowned ever 
performed in the cause of Scotland ; but I fear I have gone too 
far, however in the presence of gentlemen who tell me, their ideas 
are raised when speaking of their forefathers, I hope to receive 
pardon for this disgression, and these things being known to them, 
.that they will not suppose me boasting in what I have said; and 
since 1 have received both my life I may say, and the Hfe of my 

* On a promontory of Morven or IVfainland, side of Mull, a name given to that arm* of the 
aea wbich'diviites the Isle of Mull from the Mainland, stand ihe ruins of the castle of Artoro- 
i'sh/once'a strong bold of the Lord of the Isles. May was their chief place of residence, and 
in it was a large stone, having a hole in which they stood to be crowned. The king of Scot- 
land in .the absence of M'Donnd went t6. the Isles, and p'aced a governor in one of his 
casiles; but he returned in time« and iiung up. the governor in the king's sight, who made the 
best of his way out of the ruad, lest he should be suecessor to his deputy. 
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men at your hands to-night, besides many other marks of kindness, 
may I ask to whom I have ihe honour to be indebted for such 
hospitality. 

You are now sir in the castle of Dunjuce, said the old man, 
and 1 Daniel McQuillan am the person to whom it belongs, who 
on account of this night being the anniversary of my daughter's 
birth, am still more happy by reason of your fortunate escape, 
and tl^t I had it in my power to lend- assistance to any person in 
distress, but more to the son of a M*Donnel. \ ou see before you. 
Sir Henry John O'Neill of Shanes-castle, or Clanbuoy, as it is 
commonly called, and concerning the families from which either 
he or I am descended, it is unnecessary to trouble you farther, for 
I am certain fame has told both to you. From my childhood said 
he, I have been accustomed to bear from my family, recitals of 
the De Borgos^ and also of the Hy Nialls of Tara, with which 
latter the M*Donnels have long been in alliance ; so you see I can 
shanagh,* as the Iri$h saying is with you both. 

The dance was now resumed again, the storm being much 
abated, and cheerfulness mingled with friendship seemed to have 
enlivened almost every countenance in the ball-room. With Sir 
Coll M*Donnel came sonie officers of rank, who were all present, 
and whom he introduced to their common host with the same 
ceremony as himself. I said he ought rather to receive my orders 
from some of these gentlemen* who have measured swords with 
the enemy in many a well tried field, but for me as the saying is, 
I am only a green horn, never having been farther engaged than 
in a few skirmishes. 

As you say you are but a beginner in the art of war, said. Sir 
Henry O'Neill, I dare say you are npt so in the exercise of the 
ball-room — the ladies have almost danced us down to-night, and 
I shall consider it a favour if' you assist me in supporting our 

* The word shanagh comes fVom senachie, which signified the family histoTian or bard of an 
Irish chieftaiQ. The- senachies, the fileas, the ininstrels,' the bftrds or poets. The Danes called 
them Scalds. At Driraeceat Aodh or Hugh, king of Ireland, convened a parliament in order to 
extirpate this class of men, as by their numbers they had become rather burtbenSome to the 
people : however ^y the iutereessiqn of St. Columb Kllle they were spared, but discouraged firom 
multiplying.— St. Columb said by banishing these men the history of our nation would be lost, it 
being altogether in their hands and therefore a few were retained. 
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cause. What I can do, said he, shall be gladly contributed and I 
should be unwilling to assist in any cause wherein the sex are to 
be. opposed, or^ that on such opposition much of our happiness 
depends. And now when I do purpose to enlist under your 
banner, can you assure me that one of your well refined young 
ladies will venture to take as a partner a wild Highland laddie 
from amang the heather, wha hae been aftner a partner to gour 
cocks, and moor hens, than to sick fine ladies ; and I can tell you 
that I can leap burns and climb braes meikle better than dance, 
but what I can is at your service. 

M*Donnel spoke what we call broken Scotch, and such a dialect 
to any person accustomed to it is by no rtieans unpleasing. Will 
you have the goodness said he to O'Neill, to choose me a partner. 
I would be extremely sorry said the latter, to take that privilege 
out of your own hand — recollect you are in Ireland, the country 
of hospitality and freedom, if I don't say too much and we as * 
Irishmen give you leave to choose for yourself, and at the same 
time, pledge ourselves that whatsoever your choice is, no one 
present shall be oflTended. I must also inform you, that we on 
going to the Scottish shore, shall claim the same prerogative. 
You are very kind said M*DonneI, and I find no more courtesy 
when present in your country that what 1 have often been in- 
formed. 

But said O'Neill I am hardly doing you justice-— there are*two 
other young ladies whom you have not seen yet and in order that 
you n^y have them all before your eyes, previous to your making 
a choice, I shall ask them in. 

It was not long after this, when Sir Henry John O'Neill entered, 
leading in his left hand his sister Rose, and in his right Aveline * 
M'Quillan. Behold said he, presenting Aveline, the heiress of 
Dunluce, — then bringing forward his sister, and also the heiress 
of Shanes-castle. Sir Coll saluted theni in the manner in which 
a young knight ought, and one too who was going abroad in 
search of adventui-e ; but although he received them with politeness, 
yet he almost forgot himself in their presence, and bowing, with 
some confusion, asked one of them to dance, scarcely knowing 
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which ; but from xivhatever he articulated, and his bow inclining 
toward Rose O'Neill, she accepted the invitation by returning him 
the same act of complaisance in a courtesy. 

At the time Sir Coll M*Donnel and his men were brought into 
the castle, the two young ladies of whom I have been speaking, 
had a full view of him from the door of the apartment which they 
occupied, although he might not have noticed them. They pitied 
him from his years being exposed to such a tempest, and also 
lightning and thunder, which was sufficient to shock the stoutest 
mariner; little I knew said Rose O'Neill, when I was talking of a 
foreign prince or knight of the lance, that the curly head of this 
poor youth was abiding the pitiless pelting of the storm, and this 
perhaps too, his first voyage to a strange country : it was a happy 
circumstance that so many gentlemen were present to assist them 
in landing, otherwise had they remained there until morning, I 
should think they would have been dead even waih cold ; but the 
all-ruling arm of Providence assuaged, the billows, and directed 
them into a harbour which, although we thought otherwise, was 
to them a place of safety. 

Said Aveline, heaving a sigh and putting on her serioqs face as 
she looked straight into the fire^ not seeming to notice that lier 
friend was present; I wonder are his parents living, or has he no 
elder brothers who might have been sent on this hazardous expe- 
ditit)n. Since he is now with his men saved from the danger of 
the seas, said Rose, in answer to what she had almost involun- 
tarily asked, since he- is perfectly secure, will you candidly tell 
n^e whether you could wish any of his brothers in his place: but 
rouse yourself and shake your plumes, leave aside that grave face 
that you have put on more fitting an old woman, for I expect we 
shall be sent for to the ball-room immediately, and j^ou know 
there is to be a contest between you and me to-night. I am not 
at all disposed to contend with you, said she, in this cause, 
therefore you have the matter to yourself. When Avehne 
was in a way to pity any individtml, she became as grave 
as an abbess, — ^nd it was evident from the cast of her coun- 
tenance that, in this pi'opensity of mind, she felt much inward 
happiness. 
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As they were thus engaged in conversation, Sir Henry O'Neill 
entered, and reqtrested their company in the ball-room ; and it 
-was on their first appearance to Sir Coll M*Donnel that he took 
the liberty of asking, as a partner, pretty Rose of Clanbuoy, who 
with all spirit and vivacity executed the dance with natural grace 
and elegance, smiling to her friend as she was handed round the 
corners, and seeming to say, I knew I would engage him. M*Don- 
nel fired by one of those merry lilts peculiar to his country, and 
assisted by a pair of good bagpipes, performed the highland reel 
in its national character, and always appeared more elevated as 
the pipes screwed it a peg higher, until in respect for his fair 
partner, he bowed a conclusion. 

During the dance Aveline sat with her eyes fixed on them both, 
and whilst she saw her friend become more animated, she became 
more serious, though sometimes she was forced to smile through 
all her gra^vity of face, and when she did so, showed such a 
countenance as never failed to captivate. 

After the dance Sir Coll handed his fair partner to a seat beside 
her friend, and then joined the gentlemen ; but frequently turning 
his eyes,, appeared as if stealing a look of the heiress of Dunluce, 
then rising up from his present place, as if no situation in the 
house could make him easy, he crossed to them again, and asking 
if they would allow kirn the honour of their company, on being 
accepted, took a seat with them. As I am a stranger, ladies^ said 
he, and perhaps in this cheerful assembly thinking of friends that 
I have left behind, I have persnmed to ask the privilege which I 
am now in possesion of, and of which no doubt I am envjed by 
many gentlemen present, but for the liberties which I have taken 
as a wandering Highland laddie, I hope to receive your indulgence 
together with the pardon of those who deserve this seat better 
than I. I don't imagine, said his partner in the dance, that you 
need be in the least degree uneasy in regard of your dangerous 
situation, and if it were only in respect of us, you will be as secure 
as in the city of Edinburgh. I beg to be excused, said he, I have 
intimated that my situation was happy, but not dangerous, unless 
so far as to encounter the glances of four bright eyes, as unmann- 
ing to me as the most formidable enemy. It appears from that, 
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said Aveline, as you are in little dread of your enemies. I see 
said he, you will either make me a hero or a beiftg insensible, and 
as my assertions on either of these points can by no means prove 
my argument, I shalLresign the field. 

May I ask, have you ever been in Scotland ? I said Aveline, 
have been in Edinburgh, Glasgow, and in the castle of Dumbarton. 
You have then said he rejoicing that he had drawn her into con- 
versation, seen the sword of the immortal Sir William Wallace ? 
I had the honour said she, to raise it in, my hand, but had I not 
known of his existence beyond a doubt, could not have believed 
it possible for any man to wield it. Have you said he, been in 
Holyrood house. — I have, said she, and also on our return, my 
father took me to some of the islands, in one of which called 
SlafFa we spent a few days, and were hospitably received and 
entertained by a party of London gentry who come there it being 
the summer season, to see the beauties and natural ctu'iosities of 
the islands : and here were basaltic pillars resembling those of the 
Giant's Causey, and which some think a continuation of the same 
mole. In this island is the celebrated cave of Fingal, one hundred 
and seventeen feet high at the mouth, and into w^hich the tide 
flows to the depth of nine feet. 

I could scarcely said he, have imagined that one of our most 
learned philosophers could have gone about the description more 
accurately. We also said she, during our stay in Edinburgh had 
a number of musicians, with whom I was highly pleased ; I think 
the Scottish airs remarkably sweet, and when well executed no- 
thing is more fascinating. There was one in particular that was 
performed with much justness, and indeed for a fortnight after- 
ward, I betimes would have thought I h6ard the soft strains of it 
vibrating in my ear, now according to my share of $aste and 
judgement, 1 considered it executed with correctness and euphony. 
Pray said he, may I ask the name of it. I think said she, they 
called it through the wood laddie. I know it ma'am, said he, per- 
fectly and could give it to you on the violin, or as our countrymen 
cull it, the fiddle — have you got such an instrument in the castle? 
We have sir said she, — my brothers perform a little on it: but 
that instrument which is most practised in our family is the Irish 
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harp, and one perhaps you would esteem but lightly. Upon my 
honour ma'am, said he, it is quite otherwise ; I am extremly fond 
» of the harp, and have not the least doubt but you can touch it 
with a masterly hand, if you'll allow me to apply ths^t epithet to 
a lady's' hand. 

They had now commenced what might be called a musical 
eonversation, the most delightful to both of any other, but I am 
much inclined to suppose that any ordinary subject on which Sir 
Coll could have succeeded to engage her was interesting to him 
in an important degree. She asked many questions of him re- 
garding the natural beauties of Scotland — its mountains, lakes, 
woods and rivers ; besides others respecting its historical and po- 
litical character; tut not a word was there from either even 
tending toward that subject so much hackneyed by every preten- 
der, although I might venture to say, one of their hearts was 
probably as sincere as those who at every interview of such a 
kind make manifold inpre professions. 

While they were thus employed, and the time seeming to pass 
imperceptibly with them, a messenger came from the other end 
of the room and requested his company with the gentlemen, that 
th^y were all getting favourite pieces of music performed, and 
that he was called upon to make a choice as well as others. I 
have, said Sir Coll M'Donnel found my present company so 
pleasing and also so improving, that it is wiih sincere regret I part 
them, notwithstanding that music is so dear to me ; however ladies 
keeping in mind your first indulgence, shall I expect the honour 
of your company as heretofore on my retui'n after discharging 
those duties, required of me by the gentlemen in the other side of 
the room. On being answered in the affirmative, he politely took 
his leave of them, and passing to the bther party, we, said they, 
are each of us about to get his favourite piece of, music played by 
the minstrels, and we thought it would be an act of injustice not 
to "give you lawful notice, so you are at liberty to call upon what- 
soever air you wish, whether national fanciful or otherwise. In- 
deed said he, there are many airs, both Scottish and Irish, which 
I could call upon, but perhaps they might discover more want of 
taste than were I to sit silent, but when I hear your choice 
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melodies severally performed, gentlemen, I shall do myself the 
honour you are kind enough to propose, whether my selection' be 
tasteful or not. / 

The minstrels now stood ready for commencing, and?beginning 
at the host, each in turn made a request until it went round them 
all save M*Donnel, who speaking as he had done before, sajd the 
tune he wished played was only simple, but as it was the die 
performed on leaving sight of the mountains in Scotland, there 
were possibly gentlemen present who wished to hear, it as well as 
he ; therefore he said he would call upon that one called, " Through 
the ha?el glens of Spey," where said he I fondly hope to return, 
at one time or other, however delusive my fond expectations might 
be, finishing the last part of the sentence with a long sigh. Aveline 
and her friend sat listening to the conversation, chiefly that part 
of it where he said with a sigh, he hoped to return to the hazel 
glens of Spey. 

He seems, poor young lad, said Rose 0*Neill, to have a sincere 
wish to return to bis country, but what the ties are, which en- 
gender those weighty sighs that he heaves, I cannot take upon 
me to say ; but assuredly the air that he called for, is one of the 
sweetest ever composed in that musical country. Have you the 
words? said she. Yes I have said Aveline, smiUng, and am 
beginning to fear there is love under the hazel glens of Spey : 
that word sounds so heavily on his heartstrings, that even un- 
known to him, as I imagine it has brought forth a sigh, and 
whether it may be love of kindred, love of country, or love of 
another kind, I cannot tel). Upon my word, said pretty Rose, 
your definition of love, and the sefisations to be understood under 
the word " hazel glen " are perfect originals in their kind ; and 
indeed Miss AveHne, with your solemn face and serious looks, 
who would have thought that you knew what the meaning of that 
dangerous term was? not thinking that you couW give such a. 
finished explanation of it, but you are so much given to medi- 
tation and thought, and who can tell what those thoughts are^ 

As the minstrels performed the tune, they went over the words 
of the song to themselves, repealing 
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Tho' foaming Spey should quit the glen, 
ril meet my Jessy there again. 

Undoubtedly, there is some witchery on his mind, concerning 
the rural glens and bonny lasses of Scotland : 

"And a' the maids frae Clyde to Dee, 
Young Jessy Cam'ron pleases me.*' 

Yes said Rose 0*Neill that's the origin of those long fetched 
sighs, and likewise that ardent and anxious hope of returning to 
his country. And poor lad said Aveline, in such a tempest surely 
these silly ideas did not occour to him to-night, but certainly in 
a tempestuous hour hke to that in which he landed, even that he 
had been possessed of some of your imaginary sensations, he 
could not be occupied so foolishly. In what a fantastical silly 
light said the other, you represent those matters which you would 
wish to be so, I am certain ; but the last sigh he gave, and the 
air he called for, tell me no less than he is in love, and also longs 
to return ; it is very possible that your resemblance to the friend 
he left behind, has been the principal reason for his insisting, or 
rather soliciting to be admitted as our companion here. 

Aveline said nothing in answer to this dissertation, but sighed, 
and unknowingly relapsed into her pretty grave face and philo- 
sophical physiognomy so becoming her. Take care said Rose 
taking her a flap on the cheek, take care said she, er you'll sigh 
yourself into love, and I wish it is not half begun with you : if 
you would quit thinking, and leave aside your deep reveries, you 
might do better ; but I almost see that you are gone and bewil- 
dered in thought. I hope said Aveline you are not imputing 
a weakness to me, of which 1 am altogether innocent ; if ever 
you had known me immersed in vain ideas or fanciful notions, 
you might well accuse me ; but as it is, I think you have no 
reason. I indeed must confess said she that I pitied him, but any 
fariHer I cannot by any means, submit to an unjust accusation ; 
and therefore my deai' friend, I beg you will not tease me any 
farther on this matter. I do not wish said the other, you should 
understand me as teasing you ; I am only representing as a friend 
to you the manner in which I see you are affected, and while 1 
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think you are not aware of: you say you only pity him, but I 
beseech you guard against that term, for it has unthinkingly led 
thousands like an Ignis Fatuu^ into the most inextricable, and I 
may say even fatal associations, ^'For what is pity? It isi un- 
doubtedly love unfledged, and though callow at present, knd lying 
as it were, in embryo, it will positively assume strength at one 
time or other, and mounting on wing, you know not whefe its 
flight may terminate. Your wholesome counsel, said Aveline, is 
both salutary and pleasing to me, and if I may be allowed any 
thing to say in justice of my own inclinations, must always sup- 
pose that the pity which I felt toward him, was nothing more 
than what the ties of humanity obligate one rational being to feel 
for another ; and in compliment to you pretty Rose, for your 
moral lecture and refined dissertation on the foregoing subject, I 
am called upon to^ay you have even excelled the gravest of the 
fathers, whom when in the habit of receiving monastic admo- 
nitions I was accustomed to hear ; but I hope with me you will 
conclude that the air is sweety and also that the young Islander 
feels its most aifecting pathos, which I presume is nothing more 
than what any young man would, when in a strange country he 
should hear one of his national airs well executed. 

Well said her friend, let us conclude* so, for he is coming to join 
us I see. Ladies said he on returning, I feel nnuch happiness in 
rejoining you again after hearing so many of our sweetest national 
airs performed — a pleasure in which I am certain you both par- 
ticipate as deeply as the poor stranger; but certainly lady Aveline, 
if she-will allow me to call her by that name, for I think I will 
not be mistaken in saying that she is a musical enthusiast. 

But pray said Aveline which of those pieces did you consider 
the sweetest? for that old Irish melody called **Hoolagandagh 
oh," in my opinion is beyond comparison, and like many others 
of our country, is well adapted to the harp ; it was on that in- 
strument it was composed. Assuredly said he it is fascinating to 
an extreme, and is one of those melodies I presume which to all 
the world has celebrated your country for the soft cadence and 
melancholy of her music ; but may I ask how you Hked the Glens 
of Spey ? Extremely well, said they, have you been accustomed 



*>^ 



I 



134 M'DONNELLy AHD THE 

to hear it sung ? O yes said be often. Was it by gentlemen or 
ladies ? I have heard it sung by both, said he but think that a 
soft voice suits it best ; and lady Aveline I would venture to 
assert, that if you have the words and please to essay, you can 
do it equal justice. I am indeed said she fond of the air, and have 
the stanzas or words, I should say, but cannot please myself in 
singing, and perhaps might please others less. You have heard 
it done so well, said Rose O'Neill that she is intimidated, not- 
withstanding her being possessed of a sweet voice and science in 
proportion. 

But said Sir Coll, will you inform me is Sir Phelim Roe 0*Neill 
earl of Tyrone, related to the family o^f Shanescastle, I mean 
Sir Henry to your family? He is said O'Neill, our kinsman and 
firm ally long and often tried ; our common ancestor reigned in 
Tara, "besides many others of the royal Hy-Neill race. 'I feel said 
Sir Coll M'Donnel sincerely unhappy in your last relation, so 
much so that I could almost wish I never had touched on the 
shores of your hospitable island ; had I met you in the field of 
battle as an open enemy, or had I never known either the good- 
ness or the engaging manners of an O'Neill or a M'Quillan, I 
might not now regret my coming, but as it is, I am almost un- 
fortunate in being rescued from the fury of the wind and waves. 

And pray Sir said Daniel M'Quillan, may I ask what is the 
cause of this strange emotion in your mind ? The cause said 
M'Donnel i€i this, Owen Roe O'Donnel of Tyrconnell sent to my 
father supplicating assistance against the Earl of Tyrone, in 
consequence of which embassy I am sent with these troops to 
succour your late enemy. It is more than probable said O'Neill 
that you may meet us there under the banner of our friend ; but 
if you should my dear sir I beg of you not to let it disturb our 
present happiness, for you know that acts of generosity and hos- 
pitality may be performed in the field of battle as well as in the 
drawing-room or cabinet 

Owen Roe Baldearg, whom you Ire about to succour, is a brave 
man, and I am certain you will be as much attached to him after 
a little intercourse as you have been or are, to your present host 
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and his friends. These things are possible are truly possible said 
M*Donnel> but stijl they cannot set my mind at rest, however, as 
I find it is inevitable, I shall take it in as good part as I can, 
hoping that you will all think as favourably of me as my mission 
will allow. 

While they were handling this disagreeable subject from xight 
to left, Aveline and her friend were listening attentively, and no 
doubt bore a part in the depression of mind into which the stl-anger 
was lately cast. He turned his eyes frequently toward her, and 
seemed from the time he was informed of their alliance to Tyrone, 
totally lost in thought. A bell at length announced the hour of 
supper, and they retired obedient to the call, some with hearts as 
light and as cheerful as the lark that soars aloft, and carrpls up to 
heaven her morning hymn, but others afiected in a different 
manner ; however the night past over agreeably, and thq follow- 
ing day was set apart for some little sport and pastime, in order 
to banish any unfavourable thoughts from their minds that might 
have arisen from the late eclaircissement between their guest and 
them. I should be glad, said old Daniel M'Quillan, that we could 
have a race to-day, it is now long since I have seen a match pa 
the sod, and if we could find a good pair, I think the beauty 
this fine morning would add much to our diversion, and the coursdl 
is in such condition that the cattle themselves would take delight 
in the exercise. ^ 

I have an old blood said O'Neill, which has reigned victorious 
for jnany years, and though now cast, has still spunk enough, and 
i» as keen for the lead as when he started a three-year-old, and to 
this day I'll bet he'll outwind the best of your country gallopers. 
Do you mean, said Garry McQuillan, old Tarah 1 The same said 
be. I fear replied the other, we have nothing in this country 
could either catch him or match him : however if we had any one 
^at could start with him, it would still raife a little pastime. 

Could M*Ilvennan's colt do nothing ? safd Daniel McQuillan ; I 
see his son putting him freqti^ly over the course, and I can as- 
sure you he runs hat d and long. Is he full-bred ? said M*Donnel. 
He is blood by the irire, said Garry McQuillan ; but his dam came 
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from one of your own watery islands, and I think that the Brim* 
magh Dhu, this is the name which his master gives him, I say I 
must think that the Brimmagh Dhu has as much fire from her as 
from his high-bom sire, and I can tell you he will do much more 
than any person is aware of; but I know he has a custom of 
bolting, and unless we could secure him from this practice, we 
would have little sport, afld again there is no possibility of pulling 
him, however I thi?nk if he keeps to old Tarah twice around the 
course or three times, he will be more easily managed ; the best 
plan, in my opinion^ or rather the best remedy against bolting is 
to run him with winkers, and if it is necessary, we shall put a curb 
on him, and I think between that and a pair of good spurs, we 
shall manage him. The winkers said Daniel McQuillan may be 
useful to him, but I do not approve of the curb ; he has always ' 
been accustomed running in a snaffle, and I would not like to try 
him with any other. 

But I know not whom we can get to ride him, for my father's 
jockey is gone to ride near Dublin. No man said Garry shall 
ride him but young M'lUvennan, nor do I think he would do as 
much for any other, as scarcely any person besides this^ lad ever 
i&s hten on his back. Well said oH Daniel M*Quillan, will you 
send and apprize M'llvennan that he may know, and also that we 
may hear what he says, for I am persuaded he has a high opinion 
of the Brimmagh Dhu, but Sir Henry, I would fondly know if 
you have got a jockey ? I have the jockey who always rode Ta- 
rah, said he, and I believe hd is something akin to the Brimmagh 
in this disposition, for he is unwilling to allow any other to cross 
him. But said M*Quillan, since your jockey is a professional 
horseman, it will be necessary to give charges to him that he act 
fairly with young M'llvennan as we can say he is but a child and 
never rode a match before. I shall charge him strictly said O'- 
Neill, for there is all reason that the Brimmagh and his rider 
should get fair pliay. Well then said the other, what would yoy 
think if you and I should step over and ask him for the colt ? 

Thi» being settled upoA they set out, and topping the hill began 
to comife in sight of the cabin, but were met by the master before 
they came forward, carrying a weighty bludgeon of black thorn 
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under, his arm and h?g hat in his* hand, musha good marrow 
rnarning to you says he, and you're a thousand times welcome. 

M'llvennan said M*Quillan, we are about to have a race, if you 
allow us. Arrah long life to yourselves many a good race, my 
blesgif^g light on the times I have seen about Dunluce a hiskey. 
But w^y do you ask if I will let yes? Sure you know I have been 
sick this saison almost from hallontine, and bad luck to the morsel 
of any thing gave it to me, but just as you observe for want of a 
good race. 

Why said McQuillan the business is, Sir Henry John O'Neill has 
challenged all the North of Antrim, from the Bann to the Bush, 
and from, the Bush to Croaghmore, boasting that old Tarah could 
run away from them all. Arrah by the frost although I wouldn't 
like to pick a quarrehwith Mister O'Neill beka^ as I may safely 
say he's an ould cronie of yours master, but if he was Tarah over 
again, by Sheemiss a Murphy I'll find ^ horse will run with him^ 
and that not very far off either, mind I'm telling yes, at the same 
time drawing himself up on his centre and assuming more confi* 
dence. And pray said McQuillan where is that horse, for I can 
think of none swift enough? If yes don't know then I tell you 
without putting a tooth in it, and bad luck to the other horse I 
mane than the Brimmagh Dbu striking the palm of his hand 
sharply with the cudgel, and looking with determination in 
O^Neill's face. 

From this saying said his master am I to understand, that you 
will let him run to save the honour of oujt country? Arrah by the 
nine Whillans* if he could run with the wind you'll get him with 
a faultie. I find therefore that you arc witling and since this day 
js sd far spent J wish that you have him in readiness pretty early 
to-morrow, and bring him to the ground wiCh your son who I 
intend shall ride for the honour of the family of M*Quillan and 
the castle of Dunluce. M'llvennan went away as much loaded 
with honour as if he had been ^hoosea in the combat of the 
Horatii against the Curatii. A messenger was immediately des^ 

* The Whillans are nine rocks in the sea near to Glenarm, lying pretty low, and called by 
•one The Maidens. 
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patched to Clanbuey to prepare old Tarah and havie him on thq 
ground before ten the next morning, with bis jockey OKelly and 
all his furniture. 

M'llrennan turned into his cabin after the gentlemen took Iea\fe 
of him, and raising himself up like an orator with the hat pn his 
brows, and still retaining the cudgel fast grasped by the middle, 
musha by my faith said he, stopping in the middle of the sentence 
and calling choo to Driver, who interrupted him by fawning on 
him, Choo agaddy I say with your bad manners, arrah will some 
of yes take hould of that dog till I be done spaiking. The dog 
was now laid hold on by two of the children, who with much 
difficulty held him down, but still the faithful animal kept hia eye 
fixed on his master, a personage dearer to him than the emperor 
of all the east. I say said he d'ye see me now ? I am choosen 
to prap up the hotjour of Mister M*QuiHan, by running the Brim- 
magh Dhu against ould Tarah of Clanbuoy, as J was saying 
honey, what's that I smell burning in the fire over bye there ? 
Arrah why don't yes look out to the sheeps, ye lazy blaggard 
spalpeens you as I may say. Well then hang me, — where did you 
leave the cow's pat? But to makea long story short— who's that 
gwine whiskin along thiB ditch apd a brown dog after him? As 
he pronounced the last word Driver espying the dog, bolted 
through between his legs overturning both the children, and nearly 
taking the feet from the orator, who striick wickedly at him as he 
passed with a marrafastie to the bad breed of yes ; but as soon 
as he saw him and the other engage, throwing away his cudgel, 
he ran after him with a thousand whillilieus and hirrus, now 
agaddy now shake him ahalliagh. . 

The purport of his unfinished oration was to tell his family that 
he stood pledged for the honour of McQuillan, and also that he 
intended to go to Banagher* for a little of the sacred sand, to 

* Banasheretiurcb, in the county Derry, stands south-west of Dungiv^n, and was erected ia 
the fifth century : here are also the walls of an old abbey, in tolerable repair. The titular saint 
of Baiiagher was Murrough*^ O'Heauey, in whose name the sand is lifted, and also by one of the 
s^me family. There is a smafi stream passes this church, called Owen Reagh, near to the soaiee 
of which, in the mountains, i^ a, deep pool, called Lag-napaistle, where an enormous serpent, 
says tradition, lies coiled' up, that was formerly accustomed to come out, and lie round a little 

/^ ](h, English, Mordecai. 
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cast over the Brimm&gh to sate him from witchcraft, or the blink 
of an ill eye wiid he. 

It was not that he doubted the speed of the Brimmagh against 
any thing that ever went on four feet, but suspecting that witch- 
craft, necromancy, and all kinds of conjury were afoot at such 
a time, and on the other hand, knowing that the virtue of Bana* 
gher sand was a compjete^repellative and counteractor of all 
secret machinations^ he mounted his capul bawn, accountred in a 
straw saddle, or what the Irish call a S«ugan with stirrups of 
gads or withes and a pair 6f branks brandishing over her head 
his shilelah, and holding his elbows as high as his ears calling 
aloud to his Andromache to fling the besom after him. Just as he 
had commenced his prosperous career, attended by all the omens 
of fortune and good luck, and humming to himself "Patrick's 
Day in the morning," he. esjpied at some distance approaching 
him, a red-haired female barefoot and being perfectly aware that 
this was immediate disaster and misfortune, he was entranced 
with apprehension regarding the sequel of his journey, and rein- 
ing up the capul bawn, he waved the cudgel shouting alodd to her 
to take to one side, accompanying his peremptory orders with 
all the approbrium his vernacular tongue would allow, shower- 
ing dovvn on her head bad lucks, murrains and marafasties in 
abundance. 

From M*IIvennan's waving hillooing and other violent agita- 
tions, the woman imagined that he was in some kind of distress, 

green hill, with his t«il in his mouth. He had committed many ravages on the neighbouring 
herds, until St. Murrogh prayed to be enabled to put three bands of rushes on him, which was 
granted to hiih ; he then -prayed that these three bands might bedome bends of iron, which was 
also granted : the serpent then requested, say they, to have his face turned to O'Kane's country, 
which the pious saint was good enough to allow. I remember a^ often as I passed this place, to 
have a serious dread on me for 0'Heaney*s prisoner. In times past when ^vheel vehicles were 
not so common as they are now, and chie^y io mountainous regions, it happened one day that a • 
number of carriers returning from the glen woods, with trusses of timber suspended on each side 
of their horses to tfte pins of their straddles, were eoming to Owen<R^agh j but it was so swollen 
with the summer rajns, that they wpre obliged to lay down their loads, and wait until the water 
subsided. Inhere was a poor nian residing convenient to the stream atrave-mentioned, who being 
tortured with the rheumatic pains, begged to be carried out to see the grandeur of the torrent 
falling into Lag-na paistie. He was according to )»U wifdiea placed on an eminence abovei and 
his attendants went farther up leaving him alone, when the pins of one of the strnddles that had 
fallen into the stream apilearing.to him above the surface of the water, as the horns of the paiAtie 
rising to devour hiiq, be sprung to his ^et and iQa,de the hett of his way hoqae, never feeling pain 
nor ache more. 



140 m'dosk^ll^ aud tec 

and requif ad her immediate asaistance, thefefore she^ with all haste 
made directly toward him, which so far disconcerted him, that 
clapping spurs to the capul bawn, he wheeled to the right and 
nftade out of the way at full speed, but there beilig a large trench 
before him and the woman taking a near road he lost all patience. 
To turn back was to him nearly as bad as to meet his evil stars, 
and being hemmed in on every side; he scarcely knew what to 
do, until leaping from his oaten saddle, he took op an armful of 
stones and let fly at her, who perceiving his meaning and not till 
then, betook herself to flight, being followed across the fields by 
a brisk cannonade, tlie*^ bullets rolling on right and left as thick 
as^hail. 

When he had properjy repelled this fatal omen, that Was just 
on the hinge -of undping all his most brilliant hopes, he mounted 
a second time, aEid had pot ridden. far until he found a horse-shoe 
which happily undid all the t)aneful consequences of the former 
events, and ensured him prosperity for the remaining part of his 
journey, let him meet whosoever he would. The sum of the 
matter was that he arrived safe at the place, entered the hallowed 
giyound, put up a short prayer to the saint, and what was remark- 
able met one Murrough 0*Heaney, ^ lineal descendant* of the 
guardian angel of that district, and called after him name and 
surname. His directions were to cast three handfuls of the sand 
which 0*Heaney lifted to him in the name of the saint, over the 
horse as he left the stable door in the morning, and as many over 
the rider, and that he might steep on either ear in respect of 
witchcraft for that day. He arrived at home a little before day, 
and had just taken a short sleep and ^iven some refreshment to 
the companion of his journey, hanging up his oi^^ten sarfdle and 
timber bridle on the "balk of the couple over the capul bawn, 
where she stood crumping her fodder with her sleek hjde as white 
as a daisy, I say just as he had given her a little provender, the 
cry struck his ear, that there was old Tarah surrounded by some 
hundreds from Clanbuoy and heading fairly for Dunluce. 

M*Ilvennan that instant threw all from him and ranning to the 
door took a sharp look of him, muttering in to, himself, dhira- 
Ihora he's a vOurneen, but I'm afraid sand and all it will stand 
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hard with the poor Britnmagh Dhu, Och oh, och on my poor 
fellow choo agaddy, I'm nOt spaiking to you, you're always 
bothering me when you see me in trouble ; my poor fellow I say 
over again what will you do? For as Pm a sinner that horse is 
as long as the barn and the byre. 

The place where the Brimmagh stood was with, wattles and 
plaster made as close as a magpie's nest, then lined within with 
straw mats to save him from the walls, and appearing as dark as 
a vault A messenger now came from Dunluce foi* the colt, and 
bringing a good cover with hixn, so that he might appear as 
respectable as possible. When he was brought out, his master 
did not forget to cast the sand over both him and his son, together 
with k hearty blessing, receiving on their backs a shower of 
besoms, brogues and broomsticks from the children ; but he would 
not move from the door unless frisking and playing, until they 
had to bring forth his dam after her long journey, and lead her 
along side of him. All the peasantry, even to the little boys, 
now gathered out and marched along with the young hero, who 
was about to make his first experiment on the sod. The ground 
on. irjiich the match was to be run, was a little green eminence 
having a stone fence of a circular form round its extremity, 
nearly a mile in length; the field was altogether flat, save this 
little protuberance, which was a good stand for the spectators, 
and which including all the ditches and hills in the neighbourhood, 
was well covered. 

After they had waited long in anxious expectation, holding 
their hands above their eyes and as every horse topped the hill 
hearing the cry, there they come, old Tarah at length appeared, 
covered and led by a groom; when he was stripped he showed 
like an old veteran who, often victorious, and thinking that his 
services in the field were done, was yet obliged to come forth 
against a new opponent. As he passed along with a light step, 
his fiery eye rolled red and restless, viewing the ground and 
grinding the well burnished bit all laved in foam. His colour 
was a dark chesnut, with a few scattered hairs on his tail, his 
back speckled with snowdrops, and the scars on his flanks repre- 
sented Ihe laurels of many a hardearned victoiy. 

12 
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The Brimmagh when stripped waa what we would call a prett)& 
aaimal, having & sinajl white scratch as some jpckies term it 
turning oyer. the far nostril; in colour be ws^s black as jet, and 
his glossy skin shone like oilqloUi- He was hard and round, and 
for a horse of his height few ppuld be foUpd occupying such a 
space of ground. His mane flowed in waves over his neck, one 
of his forefeet turning a little out, and to crown all, his sweeping 
black tail fell down to his heels : however, it being switched, and 
his mane lightened, he had a much smarter appearance. As he 
approached the course, he filled the air with shrieks and neighings, 
snuffing and gazing round him for his venerable dam, and fre- 
quently throwing up his heels and gamboling like a foal. 

Sir Henry Jphn 0*JNe81 rode forward, having Sir Coll M*Don^ 
nel on his right hand, and young Daniel McQuillan on his left, 
and. as they were riding up to the cattle, said, I will double th^ 
bets if you add another mile to the heat, making it four times 
round the course or four miles. I fear said M*Quillan, the only- 
chance we stand is in the short heat ; for you know the animal 
is young, s^nd I might almost say untried. He is active however 
and light a foot said 0*Nei|l, and it is more than probable, wall 
take the first heat from Tai-ah, — that is if he keep the course, 
otherwise it will spoil the sport: he was at length prevailed upoi> 
to allow the colt to run the four-mile heat, and 0*Neill giving 
oi-ders for mounting, O'Kelly sprung him off, and put him half 
round the course, preparing him for the start; at which the other 
attempted to run off after him, and when he was overpowred by 
his rider, gaped and shook his head bolting forward, and endeav- 
ouring to disengage hinr>self of the rain : arrah gramachree, said 
his .master running forward and clapping him and chafing his 
neck, be aisy be aisy for a little^ and we'll soon give you freedom. 

M*Ilvennan at this time became quite restless, running from 
one side of the course to another, muttering, and not thinking 
himself right in any ground. As oW Tarah came up to the start 
a second time, he appeared quite another animal, his veins swollen 
and sinews, at full tension, his ears laid forward like those. of a 
hare, and qutting all the caper-s he was wont to.vdo.at a more 
juvenile age. The JQckey was dressed in buckskin and scarlet 
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with a white sai^ round bis rmddle ; youifig M^Hvennan iD buc^^ 
skia and green, ^vHb <a scarlet sash, and white caps both.. If old 
Tarah had a^jioble appearance, the Brimmagh of his kind was no 
less so ; proudly looking through bis winkers like a young soldier 
sanaething vain in his first habilinients of war. The Dunluoe men 
stood arranged on one side^ with hope, fire, and anxiety»{>ainted 
in their features, and mostly armed with cudgels, watching only 
for an excuse, to sally forth on the Clanbuoy boys, who stood 
opposite them as well prepared and as warm for the strife in 
favour of their hero. - 

There was a stand erected in the centre with a canopy, but 
admitting a view of the course in ail directions, and on this 
structure stood old Daniel McQuillan with the ladies. 'Twas 
astonishing to behold how the difierent parties had taken different 
sides of the course, and also to see what phrensy was bursting 
from their eyes, how firmly the Shilelah was grasped, and the 
one, foot set before the other in an attitude tliat defied all oppo- 
sition ; so that a single push now,, or tramp on the toes, would 
have been sufficient to commence a universal quarrel ; not that 
ther^ was the least animosity or hate on either side, but from the 
fervour into which they were roused, each party for the per- 
formance of their own champion : and such is the disposition and 
natural warmth of the brave Irish, who cannot cooly stand by 
disinterested spectators to witness a hard struggle, whether between 
the rational or irrational species. 

"What a pity that evil designing demagogues should take an 
opportunity of this national calor to disseminate the elements of 
anarchy and discord in our once happy but now distracted 
country;" and now would have been the time to lead these 
enthusiastic Irishmen against a foreign enemy, but the movement 
of the crowd, and a universal murmur that spread from right to 
left, announced the moment of start, and that being followed by 
, a huzza from both parties, caused the spectators, who were 
advanced on the course, to look back, when the first object that 
saluted their eyes was the w4iite face of the Brimmagh- Dhu, 
beai ing for head, and his rider leaning babk with both arms 
^arated and at full tension. Old Tarah was running hard upon 
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his rear, on whose back OKelly seemed to be ewrting his utmost 
efforts in pulling, at one time Iieaning forward as if to collect 
strength, and again rising in the saddle and casting himself 'back- 
ward until 4iis bead nearly came in contact with the spine. Three 
dieers for Clanbuoy and old Tarah that never came in hindmost 
yet, shopted those on the right, .and the black colt that never was 
tried before. .Keep him back said Garry McQuillan toyoui^ 
M'llve^nan, as he was passing. I am not able said he. 

As they came up to O'Neill in another part of the course, give 
the boy fair play said he, and not press- him so much to the wall 
They had encircled the ground once and no great difference, each 
running nearly in the biilh in which he started, and receiving th^ 
plaudits of their phrenzied countr}nmen as they bore along ; and 
** now old Tarah forever — now you're doing it in style old veteran." 
'Twas coming round the third time that those on the centre of the 
area thought the Brimmagh was coming alone, so equal were they, 
head for head, man for man ; and ft was still evident to the spec- 
tators, that there was a strong rein on them yet, but in that they 
were coming to^ matters in a kindly manner, as a jockey would 
say. The Brimmagh's rider had now shaken off much of the 
dread which he had at first, and it must be confessed rode well ; 
all called out it was as good a match as ever was run. 

As they began to encotnpass it the fourth time, both were doing 
what ihey could, and receiving admonition alternately, from heel 
and hand, as the poet says. 

Can you do no more said M'Quillan to his man ? at which 
applying sharply both whip and spur, he gained the length of his 
neck, and kept it until they reached the goal, from which they 
were, not more than ,two hundred yards. The air was now rent 
with cries from the Dunluce men, and the master of the Brim- 
magh being no longer able to wear either coat or hat, came 
bounding foreward rather like a man out of his ordinary senses, 
whillilieuing, the Brimmagh Dhu GobragJi a halliagh, and I knew 
he eo.uld do the business. Every wisp now that could touch their 
bodies was busily emyloyed in drying them, old Tarah appearing 
a^s small at the kidney as a feal, and the colt's glossy skin shinii^ 
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like jet, and copiously dripping the perspiration. YougM^Ilvennad « J 

had his arras nearly shaken off by hi9 neighbours, and happy was ^ 

he who could get a hold of him. Old Tai^ah was well cares6e4 
also, and hailed with almost'as much joy as if he had come in 
foremost. After they were drenched with cordtais, and properly 

' cool, they were mounted a sec6nd time, ^ind a horseman ^ent off 

. to clear the course before them. 

As OKelly passed along walking iimtil the tame of starting^ 
ONeill cal^d him to him, and addressing him r&lher sharply ; 

k O'Kelly said he, I do not wish that you should make child's play 
* any longer, I know the horse is both durable and well winded, 
therefore I charge you, let him ruQ off from the start, bearing 
him well but by no means pushing, until you are within the last 
circle. O^Kelly at the conclusion of these orders^ put his hand 
to his cap, as much as to say, your mandates shall be obeyed* 
Hrs opponent bearing the harangue, knew that if he pushed from^ 
the start he through necessity must do the same, and so prepared 

^ himself accordingly. 

yi , EToth beiDg reined about, and ge.tti«g the word, went off like a 



clap of thunder Tarah taking the lead. After the iSrst round the 
Brimmagh passed him, and gg^t into his old birth with. a cheer 
from his friends at which O'Neill called to his ms^n, if he can do 
it let him not come in hindmost They were npw running remark- 
ably hard, the wind whistling from them as they came round ; in 
the last or fourth circuit Tarah fully cleared himself, a space of 
which he did not loose an inch during the heat; and now the up- 
roar was around the victor, the air ringing with acclamations and 
darkened by the throwing up of hats from all quarters, the Brim- 
magh being as much caresse(f as if he had been victorious, his 
master walking before him triumphantly and brandishing his cudgel 
round his head in token of defiance^ The cattle were well rubbed 
and walked till they were cool, and every cbidial procured for 
them which was considered to be a restorative. 

McQuillan's jockey was pale asr ashef, and .rather weak, but 
was taken into the castle^ with his adversary and there regaled 
with a glass, of wine a^id other liquids of a strengthening nature. 
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fcMimed him that a friendship was now cemented between him 
and the ancient and illustrious house of Tyrconne), that he was 
happy it^had ended agreeably to his mind, for otherwise it must 
have been productive of many of those lamentable evils usually 
attending on war. He also wished him in his name to thank the 
ik>ble house of De Borgo for the like proffered $ear vices, as he had 
been always conscious of their attachment to his family, and that 
if in time they required a proof of his friendship, they had only to 
write- to him when the firsrt opportunity served, arid in three 
days time they would see the broad flag with tt^ arms of 
the ancient Hy-Neills, floating over the mountains of Daire Calg^' 
to join the eagle of the Norman De Borgos. I am extreme 
gratified at this news, said Sir Henry O'Neill, first on account of 
our own family and connexions, I mean when I say so, the 
O'Neills and their friends, and secondly on another account which 
I think you will learn before you leave the castle. 

Sir Hugh O'Neill was- only a boy at this time, but he, notwith- 
standing his tender years, was of an exalted demeanour, being 
handsome in his person, and tastefully arrayed in the uniform of 
a:n officer of Irish dragoons ; he was remarkably proud of his fami- 
ly, and scarcely thought any other in Ireland worthy to be com* 
pared to his own. He was informed by his friend concerning Sir 
Coll M'Donnel's arrival, and likewise the expedition on which he 
came, but also of his severe contrition for the part he had under- 
taken, hopinij said he, that an accommodation would be eflected 
before he would leave the friends whom Providence had raised' 
and Qollected together oil that tempestuous night, yes, even to the 
spot of bur shipwreck, to save us from the merciless seaS. Before 
sayy he, 1 could beconrte an enemy to those who ^aved me and my 
men from a watery grave, and Who have cherished me in their 
bosom ever since, I woiild cheerfully fight the tempestuous biHows 
over again, leaving my safety to fate. 

' These are his worda, said O'Neill, and the words ef ay^ung 
man who to the .finest feelings and character of a gentleman aidds 
that of a patriot and a soldier. I shall have the happiness pre- 
sently of introduchig you to him, who, like yourself is' a young 
knight, arid I ihtr^at my dear friend, whatever topic of convert 
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«ation the company chance to discuss, that you will avoid «% 
thing pointed regarding the expedition on which Sir Coll M*Don- 
nel has come to Ireland. I shall also be happy in introducing 
you to nay good friend and his family, I mean M'Quillan, and 
charge you to guard your heart, for there is a young lady of this 
same family of a philosophical countenance that in a short time 
I don't fear, will disarm you and render you careless of all the 
beauties of Tyrone. You are introducing me then to danger, 
sfiid ^ir Hugh, a warm-brained soldier on the one hand, and a 
pretty fascinating girl on the other, so take care 1 counsel you, 
. how you bring me out 

Having prepared him for the company, and led him in, he per- 
formed his promise, the entire family being overjoyed to hear 
of the tidings of peace between the Tyrone power and the 
Tyrconnel ; but if the tidings of peace brought joy to them, it 
brought much more to Sir Coll M*Donnel, who thought the day 
on which he must leave Dunluce as fatal to him as if it had been 
bis last. He had experienced their friendship and their hospitality 
in the most distinguished manner ; he knew they were attached 
to him sincerely, but there was another tie detaining him, which 
every day that he stayed longer at the castle was taking a firmer 
hold of him. 

His stay there was indeed short as yet; bfat during that mini- 
mum of ^ time he had talked himself into love with that sweet 
interesting girl, an original of her kind. On the other hand, the 
honour of his father's house was pledged for the fulfilment of this 
intended expedition to Tyrconnel, and therefore if tearing him- 
self from Dunluce should be done at the forfeiture of half his 
life, he was resolved to do it, but never could think of drawing 
his sword against them, no, not even in defence of himself: so 
the news that Sir Hugh O'Neill brought to the castle that night 
could not fail to exhilarate the hearts of its inmates, but of none 
80 much as that of the young Highlander. 

Aveline and her friend had been well attended to during the 
day by their young knight, who dismounting and giving his horse 
to a servant, squired them around the circus, and then when they 
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\ijshedy retired wUh them to the stand. They had been in an 
apartment of their own, when young N*Neill arrived, and before 
they entered the great hall, were informed of the event 

As there was to be a ball this night in the castle, as well as the 
night of Aveline's birth-day, they had the hall hung round with 
ivy and holly, the berries of both being wrought into festoons, 
had a romantic appearance when stricken by the light issuing 
from massive chandeliers suspended on all sides of the room, aqd 
often reminded them of the primitive state of our forefathers, 
who were accustomed to hold many of their rural fetes under the 
greenwood tree, illumining the scarlet berries and green leaves 
by the glance of the flame of the oak, as the simple song and 
rustic tale went gaily round. 

Aveline McQuillan and pretty Rose O'Neill appeared in a dress 
altogether different from what they had worn on her birth-night, 
although it was as genuinely national. They had made a kind 
of bargain or contract that they should both appear in the same 
garb, excepting the necklaces. Each wore a robe of vestal 
whiteness during the day,. and this robe was gracefully fastened 
by ihe Dealg-fallain, or rich circular brooch, rarely to be found 
unless in the family of an Irish nobleman : from the shoulder fell 
a mantle of scarlet silk, fastened at the neck with a gold bodkin ; 
and the veil,* which was called the Fillag, had a binding that 
encircled the bead, ornamented with precious stones. 

The veil brooch mantle and bodkin, were now laid aside, and 
the snow-white robe alone retained, with the arms and bosom 
bare,, and the hair flowing over the neck, as was customary for 
the young ladies ^of Ireland. 

When they came in. Sir Henry did to his friend the same 
honours which he on a former occasion had done to Sir Coll 
M*Donnel ; as for pretty Rose she had seen him before. Seating 
himself beside the ladies, he was much entertained with their 
conversation, wherein they described to him as well as they pos- 
sibly- could, the diversion of the day. I should have been glad 

* The veil, as I raid before, was not customary to uiimarried ladies. 
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said her to have added one to your party, that is admitting ydu 
and your guardians would have been complaisant enough to 
receive me. O certainly said pretty Rose, 3rour company* would 
have been quite agreeable to us, but our protection did not consist 
of the plural number, we had only one ; so then said Sir Hugh 
fair cousin, I probably might have been delegated as a second in 
commission. Yes, said his friend, if our commander-in-chief had 
approved of your services. 

And was it necessary said he, that I should have the approbation 
of your superior officer before T would be admitted even to serve 
you ? By all means said Aveline, looking across the room at Sir 
Coll M'I)onnel, you know it was not in our power either to receive 
or reject you. If said Sir' Hugh, my preferment must come to 
me in such a way, 1 fear it would arrive mingled with bitters. 
Oh but then you are sensible, said Rose that our presence would 
compensate for any little grievance you necessarily might feel, 
and so you had only to show proper obedience, as I said before 
to your superior. 

^. Upo« my honour, fair Rosamond, said he, I perceive you are 
fully aware of the value of your company; however I must con- 
fess that I esteem it highly, and to be frequently with you would 
undergo more perhaps than you imagine; in charity therefore, to 
the poor stranger, you will please leave out two words, that is, 
obedience and superior, woMs I fear, not well understood, by a 
descendant of the Hy Nials. I hope said she, you are not about 
to intimidate us by the high-sounding name and family of your 
ancestors. He was at length obliged to laugh right out at her, 
thinking of the manner in, which she exposed him and all he said. 
I see I must surrender to you, said he, but will you be kind enough 
to inform me who this Adonis is, I mean the gentleman who per- 
sonated your tutelar Deity since the morning, and whose appro- 
bation I must obtain before I can share the company of the 
demi-goddesses. 

At the time M*Donnel was sitting alone, young Danier Mc- 
Quillan came forward, asking him why he looked so melancholy ; 
you are certainly M^Donnel said be, mourning for some pretty 
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Scottish girl whom you have left bejiind; and if so in sincerity I 
beg of you do it in private, otherwise you will offend our Irish 
girls, who are as tenacious of attention as any others ; come let us 
go over to them, lest they shouW hereafter say they were neg- 
lected. Qh said M*Donnel, it is quite otherwise, they arc by no 
means neglected, since they have got Sir Hugh O'Neill to be their 
knight, it is possible they are not fui*ther anxious. 

M*Quillan smiling pulled him up, and both going over to the 
other side of the house, were graciously received by their friends, 
M'Donnel seating himself beside pretty Rose, and the other beside 
Sir- Hugh ONeill. Why have you not come to your charge 
«ooner ? said she, we have been quite solitary since you left us. 
I hoped otherwise said he, and in honour to your friend, I think 
you must revoke the last declaration. I am always absolute said 
she, and when an ordinance is once delivered, never wish to recall 
it, and again you know my friend is only one individual, and 
there are a plurality of us. 

Had I known said he, that I could in the smallest degree have 
contributed to your happiness by my tnost sedulous attention, be 
assured it would not have been wanting, for I must candidly con- 
fess that such a charge was to me altogether pleasing. McQuil- 
lan's fair daughter all this time being engaged in conversation by 
the gentleman on her right band, but not so closely that she didn't 
overhear them, thought from such appearance as she saw that 
there was something like attachment existing between her friend 
and the young Highlander, but it was not so on either part, 'twas 
for herself alone he sighed, although she might truly be placed 
among the last who would think so. 

Are you fond Sir Coll, of an excursion on sea in fine weather? 
said McQuillan. Ves, I canna say but I am, howanever, I wadna 
like meikle to get sicna night as the one in which I cam to these 
shores. Perhaps said O'Neill, the gods were enraged with you, 
I mean the deities of the wateiy elements, seeing you were em- 
barked in an improper cause. The wrath of these divinities said 
Sir Coll, together,with that of the zealots who believe in them, 
never costs a M^Ponnel the second thought; we love our friends, 
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and have no fear (or our eneimes, turning himself rather al^ut on ^ 
his chair. And yet said the 6ther, you ought to love your enemies 
if you intend meriting the promised reward. 

I b^ your pardon, said M*Donnel smiling, if your intention is 
to examine our moral conduct, why do you not include others as 
-well as me? If my friend Sir Hugh be con^e upoija mission 
among us said Daniel, I fear he may have more trouble in making 
proselytes to his cause than he isf aware of. That depends 
greatly said M*Donnel, upon the nature of his cause ; for if it be 
consonant with justice, we* maunna doubt it, but should it be an 
improper one, as he imputed to me to-night, I am persuaded his 
converts, if we may call them by that nanus, will be fi^w. i 

Money said ONeill, has powerful charms, has frequer^ly induced 
some renowned heros to come over to a cause even if it were not to 
be found among the best. When Philip of Macedon inquired at the 
oracle of Delphi, he was ordered to fight with silver spears, and 
Demosthenes himself was bribed by d very small cup, and it is 
sincerely my opinion that we still can find men like the Swiss, 
pliant enough to fight for gold in any cause. 

The ladies were thrown into terror by the turn which this con- 
versation had taken, as they saw in the countenance of both 
something prophetic of strife, and having interrupted them by se- 
veral interrogations, yet all was to no purpose. As your discourse 
sir, said M*Donnel, seems altogether directed toward me, I must 
in justice to my family, laying his hand on bis breast, say that 
such mean ideas as you mention were eternally unknown to them: 
but in regard of your allusion, clapping his hand on his thigh 
where his sword generally hung — 1 have something in particular 
to say to you both said McQuillan. Let him finish his sentence 
said O'Neill, a few harjnless words from a Highlandman can do 
us little harm, and I am aware he means nothing further. You 
ijnay boast securely said the other, since our present company and 
the hospitable roof of our friend screen you from chastisement, 
and I must tell you that there breathes not a Hy Nial in the lands ' , 
of Inisfalia, against whom I fear to maintain the cause of 
my family. 
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NoW said Danief McQuillan, will you both allow me to speak a 
few words on tbe- subject in question, as I am positive each of 
you mistakes the other, and hence has arisen all the; warmth of 
argument. When you Sir Hugh O'Neill, spoke of obtaining allies 
through the means of gold, and deducing authority from classical 
history, for which I must compliment you ; I say did you individ- 
ually and>personally allude to the family of Sir Coll M*Donnel? 
and I also ask you, had you cause for that allusion ? I shan't 
explain ; I have told my opinion, and let every one read it as it 
suits him. This said M*Quillan, corroborates my statement ; you 
pointed it at no particular people^, only when my friend, looking 
at M*Donnel, madea wrong construction, you would not withdraw 
your hypothesis, a term which I think I may lawfully call it. 

Now said he turning to M'Donncl, before this misconception, 
may I as a friend ask, was there any other spark of resentment 
in your breast against Sir Hugh ? I am certain none, answering 
himself, and still having hold of each by the hand, and you see it 
has all arisen from nothing. 

At the time he put the interrogation to M*Donnel regarding a 
cause of resentment, he looking over to Aveline, and totally un- 
known to himself, said I would be acting a base part if I could 
conceive such without sufficient grounds ; but the man who would 
falsely brand my family points more than to myself. If it had 
been so, said the other, but you hear he has half confessed other- 
wise, aud I am certain it is not the character of a M*Donnel to 
bear animosity in his breast without a cause. I should hope so', 
said M*Donnel smiling ; and you Sir Hugh in regard of an O- 
Neill, I should think must confess the same. We are all fond 
enough said he, of attributing magnanimity to our family and con- 
nexions, be they deserving or not ; and I must certainly partake 
of human nature as well as my fellow brethren. 

Come said be joining their hands. Til not lillow you to disobey 
my orders longer ; cast away this childishness, we don't know 
but we may be attacked to-morrow by our enemy, Cooey na Gall 
O'Cahan, from beyond the Bann. •! was determined, said M'Don- 
nel the first ' fair wind, that we should take the opportunity of it 
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in returning to Scotland ; but If you are in apprehe^ision of a visit 
from this chieftain and his clans, I shall willingly accompany yotr, 
that I may see how the temper of the Highland and Irish swords 
agree, for I have . been told they are equally red-hot. You will 
find the O'Cahans said O'Neill good men, fake them inidividually ; 
I don't know however, whether their clans be numerous; but there 
was a day, I am well convinced,' when they were more powerful 
than at present. It had been only a'few days back that old Daniel 
McQuillan received a letter sealed with the imperial arms of the 
house of Austria, proposing to his two sons high commissions in 
the Emperor's service, besides other marks of distinction as an 
inducement. 

Charles the Gifeat,/ who then filled the Imperial chair, I mean 
Charles the Fifth of Germany, who/ was the wonder and terror 
of Europe for thirty years; now carried on wdrs with the 
neighbouring potentates, and being often informed of the adven- 
turous prowess of Irishmen, was anxious to procure commanders 
for scHne newly raised levies, and therefore, through his friendship 
with the English court, addressed himself to the descendants of 
De Borgo. » 

No people living were possessed of a more independent mind 
than the same family, nor had a greater aversion to hold a 
situation under a higher power, no matter to what degree of 
supremacy that power was raised ; such was the unbending mind 
of an Irish chieftain in the sixteenth century, that he considered 
no man existing superior to himself, a good instance of which we 
find in history : — ' 

" The native Irish chiefs even then continued to consider them- 
selves as being SQ independent that they made express treaties of 
peace with the king and his lieutenant : treaties of alliance were 
more than once made with them, for making war on turbulent 
lords of the English,* race. 

* When Richard the Second visited Ireland he entertained no lesathan seventy-Qve independent 
princes at once, but at his own table dressed in robes of state were seated 0*Neill, 0*Ck>nner, 
O'Bryan, and M'Murdiiad. At this time the colonial laws allowed the native Irish no remedy 
in case of aggrievance, and they being eternally outlawed, says Sir James Ware, no person was 
punished for slaying an Irishman. 
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*' One of the chiefiaios, named M'Gillapatrick, and chief of 
Ossory in the neighbourhood of Wexford, conceiving himself on 
a certain occasion to have been aggrieved by the Earl of Ormond, 
then Lord-deputy of Ireland^ sent a declaration of war to Henry 
the £ighth, if he did not punish him : ' which declaration the 
ambassador whom the Irish chieftain had made choise of, 
delivered in good Latin ta the king as he was returning from the 
chapel." 

I have been induced to make this disgression in order to shew 
the importance in which this prince held his good or evil inten- 
tions, not fearing to declare war against such a mighty king, 
although perhaps his own dominions did not exceed the bounds 
of a county. However, in regard of the two M*QuilIans as they 
were fond of adventure, and longed to improve in military tac- 
tics, it being the arena on which their chivalric genius could best 
shine, their father although reluctantly, was persuaded to gratify 
them in this particular wish and therefore, a day was set apart 
for their taking leave of Dunluce and their grieving friends, and 
not only Dunluce, but the green Island with all her fascinating 
beauties. <• 

I hope said Daniel M'Quillan, Sir Coll you will not set out for 
the Isles until the time that my brother .and I are about to depart, 
and then let us all go together,] so that the trouble -at our departure 
may happen all at one time ; and when we do separate my dear 
friends, I might almost say, that' we shall never meet again in the 
same place, for such are the vicissitudes of life, that the fortunes 
even of two brothers are often cast in different lands, and although 
we set out in the morning of our days with hearts buoyed up 
with hopes of returning at a fixed time, yet, alas ! seldom have I 
seen these hopes realized. Around my heart said he, I must con- 
fess the shamrock of our Island is entwined, but I must, with a 
determined hand, pull it away. 

*Far westward lies an Isle of ancient fame. 
By nature blest, and Scotia j- is her name, 

* These lines are by St. Donatius, bishop of Etrurta, who died in 840. 
t The former hame of Ireland. * . 
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An island *rich-^—exhaustless in her store 
■ Of veiny silver and of golden orte^ 

i Her fruitful soil forever teems with wealth, 

"With gems her waters and her air with health; 

Her verdant fields with milk and honey flow, 

Her woolly fleeces vie with virgin snow: 

Her waving furrows float with bearded com, 

An4 ^ms and arts her envied sons adorn, 

No savage bear with lawless fury roves. 

No ravening lion thro' her sacred groves; 

No poison there infects, no scaly snake 

Creeps thro' the grass, nor frog annoys the lake. 

An Island worthy of its pious" race, ' 

In war triumphant, and unmatched in peace. 

M'Donnel having offered his services to his host against the 
OCahans, the expedition was undertaken, and after hard fighting 
and a good deal of skirmishing for two Or three days, they 
returned to the castle, bringing some cattle with them but their 
forces fewer in number. 

Since it is settled past a doubt, said old Daniel M*Quillan, that 
my sons are about to depart for Germany, and as I am uncertain 
when they may retutrt', perhaps indeed I will look in vain for that 
pleasure : you and your men are welcome to the accomodation 
of the castle and the surrounding villages as long as you shall 
please to accept it, or as you find it convenient to stop on the 
Irish shore. Sir Coll returned him thanks for his offer, and told 
him he would make himself happy in benefiting by his kind pro- 
posal, at least until the coming of Spring, but first he must send 
and acquaint his father in the Isles. 

No invitation could be more pleasing to him than that given by 
his deliverer; but could he know how Aveline's heart beat in re- 
gard of her fathers beneficence, it would have added much to his 
felicity. He began to think that she wished rather the stay of 
Sir Hugh 0*Neill, and indeed it must be confessed, the idea origi- 
nated only in his own breast ; nor was he either of a jealous cast, 
but from the distance which he seemed to keep, and her more 
than ordinary sincerity, add to this, that he was, as the saying is, 
over head and ears in love, so, that it is not to be wondered that 
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the chalky clifis and green hills, of Hibernia afibrded new charms 
t9 him every day. 

On the day that Garry and Daniel M'Quillan intended to set 
out, Sir Hugh Roe M*Phelimy O'Neill proposed also to return to 
Tyrone, and as it was evident that these events would break up 
the company at Dunluce, so old McQuillan was more anxious for 
detaining his guest, and, therefore, M*Donnel and Aveline were 
likely to have the mansion to themselves. The departure of the 
brothers, however was deeply lamented by all for many days : 
'twasl now only the father and the 4aug'iter around the hearth, 
chatting the night away with the young Highlander, who exerted 
himself to an extreme in furnishing amusement for the winter 
evenings, which, when they were fine, began now to have an ap- 
pearance of spring. Some^days he spent ii^ fishing, some in boat- 
ing, some in riding through the country, and others in riding 
round the demesne with his host, bringing the news of the day to 
his friend Aveline. 

When the old man was engaged in arranging nnatters with his 
tenantry, fortune frequently brought them together in a small 
anti-chamber, where her harp stood, and where M'Donnel often 
retired to practice on the violin, an instrument of which he ^as 
reiparkably fond, and in which he excelled. Two instruments 
usually hung in this apartment, and on these her brothers were 
accustomed to perform, while she to heighten the concert often 
lightly touched over the wires of the harp, and this trio, when 
the performers wefe in an humour for music, was unusually 
fascinating. 

Reaching up his hand one day when they were here alone, and 
taking down the violin next to him, he toned her, and began to 
perform a melody that he and her brothers were wont to play to- 
gether. As he turned round toward the window where she was, 
he found her hanging her head, and bathed in tears ; then leaving 
the violin up, he reflected severely on himself for having so un- 
thoughtfully given cause to awaken her grief. I am unfortunate, 
said he to her, in this rude act which I so unthinkingly have com- 
taitted ; — might not I have known that it would agitate you ? but 
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why do I talk — it is out of my power to atone for such miscdn- 
duGt otherwise than by taking an obligation that I shall not 
receive that instrument in my hand before I tread the shores of 
Caledonia. 

I do not wish said she, that you should tak^ upon you a pro- 
mise, or even be^unhappily affected for all that has occured, — to 
shed a few tears as a small trit|ute to the recollection of my dear 
brothers, is certainly as little as I can do, and in place of creating 
pain to me, I think I feel a pleasure in the sensation. One of my 
brothers, and he ^^ho was doatingly fond of me, lies buried with 
my dear Laura in the land of 0*Cahan, and these two, who were 
the only remaining protection of our family, are now gone and T 
may say dead to us. I have often enquired at riiy father respect- 
ing the spot of ground where my brother Finn lies, and he says 
it is pleasantly situated by the side of a little brook, rising in the 
mountains solath-west of the Bann, and a few miles from its 
source, murmuring past the green habitation of my brother and 
my friend. * 

How ungrateful have I been that during the tedious space since 
he died, never went to see his grave: my father also tells me that 
it is planted round with shrubs, and he has engaged a peasant to 
fence it about, and take every care of it. As I understand that 
the tomb is beside, or rather in the bosom of a wood, I am often 
thinking, and you will no doubt say it is a childish thought, whe- 
ther the thrush and blackbird, when carroling forth their wild 
notes, do sometimes perch on the boughs overhanging the two 
hapless lovers. I often paint the situation to myself when in a 
way of meditation: in the spring when the lambs are frisking 
along the banks of this stream, I think I see the modest primrose, 
with its neighbour the violet, rising on the sunny side of the tomb, 
and exhaling sweet fragrance to the early passenger ; I hear the 
morning bee as he flits from Ihe cup of one wild flower to another, 
mingle his drumbling song with the ever varying cadence of the 
brook murmuring below. 

I h^ve formed a plan with myself; but whether rfver I shall get 
it realised is uncertain ; however, although ideal, it has greatly 
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quieted my mind, and is the subject of meditation for many a 
lonely hour. The plan is simply this : if we are fortunate enough 
to obtain a peace with the 0*Cahans, I intend requesting my 
father to accompany me to the place', that I may visit the resi- 
dence of my dear friends, and see whether it resembles what I 
have in my imagination : I shall also take a servant to bear my 
harp, * and having sketched the wood, the tonlb and the brook, 
with the old building that I am informed stands near to it, not 
omitting a single shrub nor flower that decorates their grassy bed, 
I shall play over them before my departure a jiiece of which I 
knew they were both fond. 

As she concluded the last sentence, she shed tears in abundance, 
and never before appeared to him possessed of half the charms. I 
have always thought, and I am almost positive many will agree 
with me, that a pretty face never shines so bewitchingly, as 
through a veil of wK»t tears ; it brings to ^\y mind the picture 
of an April morn, wherein the brilliant rays of the sun are thinly 
skirted over by a moist cloud only rendering its second appear- 
ance more agreeable. 

Prom the undesigning manner in which she unbosomed herself 
to him, explaining to him her innocent intentions, I say, the sum 
of these matters, together with her graceful tout ensemble, failed 
not to make an impression on his mind that all his philosophy was 
not able to shake off. He told her whatever time she and her 
father intended to go upon their proposed visit to O'Cahan's 
country, that he Would account it a marked obligation, would 
they allow him to go along with them. Whether indeed said she, 
I can prevail with my father I know not, or whether a peace 
between him and his enemies can properly be obtained ; but ter- 
minate as it may, you will probably hear of it. 

* In early times tbe ladies of Ireland were taught the harp, witness Bridget O'Caghaa, who 
instructed Hampson, tbe celebrated minstrel of Magilligan, who lost his eye-sight at three years, 
and lired to between one hundred and eight and twelve. In his time he was the first harper in 
Ifeland, and I may well say the last. He died in 1808, and I have seen his harp patched with 
pieces of tin. When I saw it, it was in the castle of Sir Hervey Bruce of Down-Hill.T-I.ady 
Morgan mentions it. In the bathing season when a boy in 1807 I was at the sea shore where the 
harper lieved, but tementable to say, knew nothing of him— and it would give me more hap- 
piness today that I had got an interview with him, than were I possessed of the district in 
which he lieved. 
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SometinvB in fhe stteceeding surmnwr a peace happened between 
these fkaiKfesr, for Dantel .M*Qiiillan was not •now as £6tmet\y 
when sorroutided by his? threes bta.ve sons, whesfe glory alon^^a^ 
toinartill .clangor and the Blast of the tramf)et, and the i^aloiirdf 
'Miotn "^B Well known to all their enemies 2 moireover he was 
*ow slflkitig into the^ vale of years, arid siiiberely wished, if hd 
C0iM obtain itto* end the rcmaittder of his days in peace with aH 
maiikindi he tjow wiHinglyatjqiii^sc^d' in the request of hif 
daughter,^ and appointed the next Monday morning, as the day 
of their departure for the woods of Dreenagh in O'Kane^'s country, 
a place- where the two younger never had been, and otic of them 
in particular longed more' for that day thaii'' she had ever done 
when ^t school for 'the approach of the summer or Christmafs 
recess. '^ ' ■' . ■""" ■ • ' • ■•■ • - <,- ; . ^ ,. 

Aboui sixo^clock on a fine tfiormng in Jiioey the three found 
themselve* well mounted j tnd on their way to Gulrathain'^ith Ji 
servant following tip-behi^, And'b£^viii^ Aveline^s harp slung 
across his shoulders, with a basket laid behind hiii^ on his horce^ 
containing provisions for them, as they could not expect at the 
place of thdr deiStinafion, to irteet with any good house of 
entertaitiment. 



♦ The su» ha*giW^ o*er th^ tops of the highest mountains that 
mise their brown multifarious head« along the* shores of Tyrcon- 
nel; and a few old mined castles' statiding on the margin of the 
Poyle and «tri€ken by 'hin rays, feaAt their shadows deep in th^ 
Ijqaid flood*- Each advance which tb^y made discovering some- 
thing new to Aveli|ie'« romanti&miiid, s^*ved 119 a field of inters 
rogation until the appearance of another object banished the fir§t 
impression. The morning was calm, and on nature's carpet lay 
a weighty dew, which gave lEtn addrtfamat teatjity to the green 
biadies' of corrr hanging all over the furrows pendent with the 
pearly load, and on which as her morlhitig bev^fag^ light-heeled 
pus^ was <& be sefert feedirfg in every ^eld. 

How pretty she appears, said Aveline, whien she stands erect, 
{Purveying the country all around, and diiefly Isoppos^ watching 
the approach of her enemies ! how straight she lays her long ears, 

14* 
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jBJod with what ease and agility s^ can. bound 4^ver t)ie country ! 

what a pity it i« that mankind* who should be engaged on nobler 

designs, would practise the cruel amuseipnent of persecuting tb^a 

harmless animal ! PrpvideQce undoubtedly allowed man tb^ 

superiority over the irrational creation, a«d I qIso believe thati^e 

is authorised to use tbem when necessity requires, but that .h^ 

jshould tortupe this innocent ii^bit^nt of tbe desert, or .make her 

pain hi$ pastkne, I cannot help thinking is disagreeable tp the God 

of Nature. :, , - 

< •. * ■ • - . 

With such reflections was she busied as they passed along, and 

l^eing delighted with the notejs of the thrush from every brake, 

did not fail in returning the cony^limeixt of well merited eulogium 

to that sweet minstrel of the grove. When they came to the gap 

of the mountains opening a most interesting prospect over the 

fertile vale of the Roe,>olothed li), luxuriant verdure, they could 

discern the plains covered with iloeks, of sheep* ^rds of hc^ses 

and spotted kine, all the property of Cooey* na Gall (X^abauf 

lord of the soik . . 

The low lands particularly those washed by the above stream, 
were plentifully losyded with rich crops of oats, but in the neighb<f 
ourhood of Drumachose, which had lately been the seat of war, 
there was no appearance of cultivation^ but all was overgrown 
with deep soiU ex<>ept wherft the caule were feeding, and these 
seemed altogether at liberty. tp range^ where they pleased, there 
not being any place in view the apperailce of a herdsman's resi^ 
dence, save K.nogher O'Brady'S) that remained exactly as it 
was when the tJivo minstrels passed that way on the embassy to 
Dunluce. 

As they ,tm;oed the base of th/e mountain, coming in sight of 
the bosom of Dreenagh wood, and the very spot sp long wic^hed 
for \ty lh$m, they saW a flock of sheep winding up^ the ascent to 
their left hand, with their lamba following tbem, a^id when they 

• Cooey is the appellation which we have now under Q,uentin ; bowevi^r, thei^ are still Cpoeya 
in the 0*Kane filniily ; 'b<^t C*ll ie received from hiv wars with stratigers^ ftltHodfti some say witb 
the Scots, yet as far as my knowledi^e can ditvct me, Gall signifies a simnger : Finn Gall tbe 
white stranger, and Dubh Gall Che black stranger, hence the M'DOugals, or sons of the black 
■tranger. . / 
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got to the top, all tarn^d roand, lookiiig back with great earnest-* 
n^M, and stamping tb^ feaot in a nienacing mannei', as if to inti- 
midate an Approaching erteipy. 

Some time after this they heard the yefping of a dog, and saw 
a little Uaek cNie ascend the bU]^ exactly ia the same path whieh 
the sheef^ took, and whose. inast^r stood half way up, looking 
straight after the dog, and clapping his hands with a thousand 
whflHlieus and hirroos, now ai^addy, how ahuHian, scoui' them 
up my ould sitoorie, and that's the way a-haltlagh, bm all his hopes 
were damped at once, for^a huge ram the champion of the flock, 
whose head was wrapped round wMi an 'enormoiJs pair* of horns^ 
Struck him skjcb a bang that he caAae tumWmg down to his mas{er> 
makin^the gFen^ of the Curly ring with his cries, and whining and 
lamenting most pittftously 5 his friend comforted him by tittering a 
shower of cui^es and appirobrium on the victorious enemy; but 
now hearing the pound of horses' feet, he turned quickly round, 
and clapping his hand before his eyfea, says to himself with em- 
phasis, arrah do. you knew who'-s yon down bye there? then 
hastening to them, and whipping off his hat, M^sha good marrow 
marning to yes, said he» hav» you tra veiled far may I ax jewel? 
I was just hunting a feiv shtseps up bye there, <5urse upon them 
they have eaten alldmy braird bcffore^ it is weH through the ground, 
as I may sey, and a toiy thief of a ra^ there has nearly mehed 
my poor dog, marafastie light on the ugly breed of him honey. 

TWs man was no other than Knogher lOBrady, who recognised 
McQuillan in a moment, and Uming his head a degree lower, 
changed his voice- from the wrathful tenet which hehadheen 
using a fisw n>inqles baCck, to a plaintive strain, heaving betimes a 
deep sigh and looking stedfastly toward the spot where all their 
tboMghts at present wore-centred, and beginning a long prelude with 
anotfa^ sigh, and looking to the same place, Mqsh» och och says 
he, h<^w is all at home with ye9 t&il i^rning, or are they all in 
health grammachree? far to themselves be't tould there's a poor 
man^ aver bye . tbere had a cow di^ two days agone, and St- 
Patrick preserve us from an ill end, he's underboard himfeelf this 
good Monday tnarning, * ^rid has left a spna^lt ftimily behind him 
dhiralhora ; arrah phat's that man carrying on his back there 7 
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Have yes heard of the woman that was taken away witfa ^ 
fairies the other. day ? They tpld him no such iiews had iieacbed 
them, and with seeming concern begged to know the patticabra* 
Well then Til tell yes said he, far Fm just going your road, and 
as I was saying — by my conscience that's a dacent purty girl, 
arrah who is she I ai^ by the frast he's a ttrappfng cknb €Uow 
agrah, do you know can he handle the Sbilelah* honey T 

But as J was saying jnst now Uiere astore, Darby M^Gijoleys 
an honest dacmi neighbour^ was coming home froiii the market* 
and beiilg alone as it might >e, he sees the fields covered before 
bim with a burial^ and every man save aa from an ill b<^ur, had a 
h«mp on his back ; arrah says, Darby says he> what's that you*re 
camying? and with that he throws his knife among them; in the 
turning of a straw the, coffin wasliurled down.ai hk feet all in 
staves. Arrah) g03i|ip cbar^ say's the creature that Was in it, 
throw your coat aver me, far I'm still ia danger af the gentry, 
and Pm just after being taken away this night. Murragh kead 
miel a faultie, says he is it yourseif that I left d^ing in bed before 
I went. to the market^ and with that he gets her on his back, and! 
dame trudging to his own doo^ ; are y^s withki Bridget says he, 
harkee my callien will yes fasehal a dhorris gragal inaohree? 
Arrah who are yoti says she ? Musha don't you know your o^n 
Darby? said he. Murra how woCiW I know you says she^ when 
I neither see nor feel yes? anrf with that pulling the wisp out of 
the wall, as I was saying just now there, oh miely murder says 
she, who's that on your back? Is it the pioor woma» that's jiist 
a dying over bye there ? Arrah hould your tongue says Darby, 
and bring me in a battle of sitraw ^nd spread it down in the tofner 
there; so in she brings the straw, and down sh^ spreiids it^ahd 
plump he hurls her 6n the tap 6f the straw, and haps her up cur- 
cifddoughly ; now says he Ml go aver and se^ this woman that 
you say is sd ill, and take good care of my gossip to IconTC 
back; so aver lie goes and is he went to the door he heard the 
cries of the isick woman, and going in he meets the good man 
wringing his hands with an och and alas, pbat shatl I dol ' Is tohe 

* The 9lii)elah was the wpliqi root«|fr6wn oak, being weij^bty, tough and pliaMo. and ^ap 
preferred by Irishmen iii all uses, but chiefly in cudgeling, to any other kind of timber : the black 
thorn wjisAext. (■ r .>*'• r . 



mcf kett«r yet sayt Darby eousi« ? Och; dwowl d better nor bettiSr 
«ay» he. Why liave you tiot a better fire ou^'says Darby I think k 
scHnehow or other a little could to-night; och bad luck to the fire 
nor fire herself WiH let me put oti* jewel. Hoiild bye says he, 
taking the butden cr'eel atiid the very creel tha^ I made myself, I 
Cut the fads'ddwii bye there, ktd as' I'm ^ i^rtner I think it vifould 
hould abiishd. 

Howsomever, what would yes hufve of h,he brings in the full 
of it 6f turf$ aftd'to n«dke a long s^ory short, he puts on a ratling 
fire, beaming up to the etook by Orahie Muil. Well theh, as, I 
was saying just now there, he goes aver to the out-shot bed, and 
in troth a brave out-shot it was achree. Arrah poor woman says 
he, goaicip i should say, are yes 410 better jeWel ? Och no then says 
she, is:^ that ydu gossip? bdt phat made yes put on such a fire? 
With that he lay^ hould of her bylbe two shanks, Und dragging 
her to the fire, swore by the castle of Dunluce, he would roast 
her like a Connaught wedher. Arrah haven't yes the woman 
already ? says she. WeH in yoU go saM he, and heaving her into 
the gi^efehagh* sh6 gave a cradt like a handful of gunpowder, 
and lit on the randle tree, ati/d the squaBing thief that was in the 
cradle like a btast of Wind whfsked throtigh the^ key-hole. Slara- 
fastie said she all I nie is, that I didn't squeeze the ouid rascal to 
death when I had my arms about bis tieek, so out of the chimley 
i|he goes like a wild goosei saving your pi^wence, and so I'm done; 
But m^ybe ye's didn't get bra ckfastjahtfemen,bekase if ye's come 
aver the river, we can roast half a dozen of aggs fbt every on^ 
of you, and giye yes some bread, far I'm sure and sartin you're 
starving* dhira Ihora. 

They f eturiaed OBrady a world of thanks, seftding the horses 
and servant with him, and desiring his* attendance as soon as 
possible, they walked down to the banks of the Curly with anxious 
and beating hearts, aflefcted' something In the manner in which 
they WouM be, when about to visit a fHfend long unheard of. Let 
any one take the' thatter to a serious consideration, particularly 
any one who bias ever grieved fbr the decease of a beloved 
relative, *nd he *will better conceive'these emotions than I can 

•" The red gtowing emben. 

14 
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describe thenw Sir CoU M'Ponnel eS^ed hif '^B%rvic— ta bear the 
ftarp while Aveline.was Mi^porled between hiii^^iid her father. - 

, Thq tomb was f^ntod round with osiers and »)i^ny pther shrqbs» 
all which were in an advanced etate of vegjst^tipn, a^ ^t wan 
jcovered ©ve^r with a carp^ of nature's velvet, notso^HPiing to have 
been opened for years. At the head were growing a.clijister o( 
wild daisies, and in a thorn which had long grown over thisi place, 
and whose green canopy shaded the greater part of the tomb, a 
thru^ had built her oest, andwa^ now hutily engaged it) ransack- 
ing every thicket forfbod to her QPaviagfarttiiy^ 

As an aUe^mpt <^t deicribiog the fe^l^igsof.i^ tender father and 
laff^ct^ionate sifter, yfhen hanging over the untiiineJiy gra/e of a 
loving brother and son, wopid b^ impossit^I^ for a more, capably 
pen than mine, I shall leave the reader to jndge of it a^ he thinks 
best suiting the o^elan^haly occasion, and proceed to say that 
when Knogher 0*Bi:ady came ovei:, Jie.fonnd the father ancL 
M^Donnel both occupied in restoring Aveli<ie, and she leaning on 
th^ former's breaat^ pale a»8 ^he lily ^hat hangs its drooping head 
over the passing stream. The father was chafing her temple?, 
and M'ponnel was bringing water in his bands from. the broo^to 
sprinkle her face, but aU seemed to have littl^dTeot until O'Brady, 
who had now come up to witiiess the sad catastrophe* raised a 
howl like a she wplfra^ dapping his hands, she opened her eyes 
and looking round about her,, appeared like one awakening out 
of a long sleep. 

Och och and anee, poor callienoag, is she dead top? my bean- 
nacht light on her purty white face, its lying there as hivingly as 
the face of S^«;t Bridget by the frast, and her party arms, see 
how they're lying h^ishla machree. 

Old Daniel M'Qpillan whatever he felt, had refmned fro^ say- 
ing any thing in the presence of his daughter, lest it should befir 
too weighty on her sympathizing mind, and'therefore by conceal- 
ing his. grief, it pressed the weightier on hia own heart, but when 
his only remaining phild fainted away and no appearance of her 
returning, together with .other ideas crowding on his mind at the 



HWlMAir Dfi Boaoosk Wl 

tmae .timoj he ^as nmrlj overcome, TM» sigbl ^m sufficient t4 
itraw another strii^of lam^itatiofis fmn hoaest Knogh^^ iilrlra^y 
dappiag his hands a secoRcl time» and raisdng the Caoine ivilh a 
whiUilieu, and zse they all gnmgi to dic^from us? Arrah I am 
now beginning to be afraid that this is a gentle place, 4ftiid*whi9|i 
I look at the ould skeagh, may I not be sui*e av it, so the sonner 
we're oiH of this the better fer iisi ik> daying, he seized old 
M'QuiUan in his 'arms and nearly <rarried hrni away, but turning 
fihort about with an angry faeetei M*DonnfeH, Murrab, why are 
you hanging aver the lady, you bocon jwa, as if ydu were afraid 
to touch her? take her tip in ybuf arms, shefs but des'h and 
Wood like yourself; arid, may-be, with the WesMng of Saint 
Patrick, the heat 6i your brfeast will revive her a little, t)ut dhir 
machiaicens, Pm fear'd there V little heat in yot;fr breast, miasha 
bad sap to these frasfy hvered animals; but I hate them;; far 
when I myself was like 'you, a brave renting clarie fiHow, by the 
gap of Barnesniore, I could have lain alttiight Among frast aM 
snow, with a purty wanch like that in my arms. 

After such a severe reprimand, Knocher supporting Daniel 
McQuillan, m^Ae the best of his way across the fields to his cot- 
tage, leaving M*t)onnel imd his fair charge to do as they could. 
He was several times fbrced to smite at the otHlers he had received, 
and chiefly at the reflections oh his coldiicjsd of heart, however 
laying down his plaid, he wrapt it round h^r, and supported her 
on the one arm, while the other was getitly laid* over ben She 
had returned from her sWoon, but Was still so- weak that she eouM 
make no use of her limbs, nor even of her tongue, but otherwise 
was perfectly aware of her delicate situation. 
/ ■ 

Hter friend remained here as^appy as if he had been possessed 
of the goHen fleece, and felt no further anxiety only in regard of 
her recovery, which happily soon began to show itself by the 
crimson fluid returning again to her face, and refilling tihose 
translucent channels which from debility it had lately forsaken. 

Ber first enquiry -when. Ishe coald^ speak, ^As regarding her 
father, aiid' where he was r she hoped she said be would not 
conceal it, if h^ father was serioasly ill. In order to tranquillize 
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k&R miBd, M^DoBKiel assared her thai ha bad a few muintes back 
walked over to the cettage with OBrady^ ^aiKl wished tbad 
as sooa as she would be able they shouM fdlow him, and that 
ke only aWaited ber resuscitation^ which he was rejoiced to s^ 
retumuig« . " 

I leel extremely uphappy- Sir Qoll said she* that the weight oS 
9ur family afilictions should be so grievously and at the same time 
49 uaiiUeiMaonaUy c«st uppp you; we have Af late been exposed 
tP; m^ny severe troubles indeed^ Jiut ^t a ati*anger should be 
pissed do wo with tbem before he haa well got footing, in our 
cpuntry, must \)ji diiagre^able to my father as weU as to me. 
When you eame to I>unluce it was not so« our family was 
numerous and our friends the same, but now although our friends 
are still undiminished^ yet I feel altogether solitary when I look to 
my father and nnyself, being the only inmates of the castle, he an old 
man sinking under jears, and infirmiiies, and I a Jonely female 
unable to protect j|iy self mpch less to succour him i and he that 
lies here — . 

She was noiir relapsing ipto a second fit of melancholy despon- 
dence, when -he entreated her to accompany him to the cottage 
and theyj would talk over this matter q^gain^ for, said he to her, 
s^eet Ayeline you are not aware of your present weakness, nor 
how n^ar death I have seen you so lately* theetrenglb of your 
mind is much too powerful for your delicate frame, and therefore 
since you are a little recovered,. allow me to coodT^ot you across 
the fields to thee cottage. 

So saying, he gave her his arm and they walked in silence from 
the river sida^ she always retaining his plaid wrapped about her 
shoulders, for it wajs uow pear even, and the air wa^ impregnated 
with a more than ordinary coolness ; often did she turn back and 
wish to gain another look of the place where she so often longed 
to see^ and now that she had got her most.sangui«)eJio{)es gr^atified 
in visiting the lonely retreat of her brother and her friend; how 
unsatisfactory, how unavailable! She thought .she could have 
gratified herself more, ey0n by taking her harp and performing 
at their silent bed some partioubir>air«of \tbich they were both 
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fend) but «uch ^n attempt, now, when she haji^blftined thtli^uiiimil 
of her wishes, was far beyond her ability. . ; .. 

Am I going to lea'ii^e thqrp, jsaid sh^ m soon. aQ4 :9<> o.ar^lessly 7 
Is not this the very season of the yearijs KK>t4hi£;appi^a^hjj^gti)e 
summer i^cess in which my kind brxKh^r used tq cope for n^e ? 
How often have I longed to see him at such ^ time? and ipdeed 
I never longed |n vaip ; but I ungrateful ^otoe am ^ying their iooe 
habitation before I hayewell seen it, a^d seaa^cely droppiiagaiew. 
tear& over them, a tribute which any stranger knowing their fatal 
end, and alsp their sincere heartsi could not' avoid paying* 

Thus she reasoned with herself qntil ih^ jtop of the old ,thorn 
overshadowing the tomb disappeared from, her view. Had I 
known sai<f her friend, that those scenes would have had such a 
daqgerous^^ ^$ect upon you, be. assured I would have used my 
most strenuous en^ef^vours to, dissuade you; if such s^iifsationai 
were in the smallest degree useful either to you Aveline, said he, 
or the deceased, I might advise you to cherish them, but as they 
are not, but ratlier the, contrary, I hppe ypur own good setise will 
join me in saying it were better to hush them ici oblivion^ 

I well know, said she^ you are speaking on the side of reason, 
but notwithstanding, I feel a secret happiness in yielding to the 
ties of nature, which are so inextiicably wrought around my 
heart.. Your zeal, said he, is unshaken^ ofiWjjieh I must approve, 
but allow me tp ask you pne question, were it not almost a pity 
of the person whose zei^l was as ^ncere A veline as yours, and yet 
as hopeless. I must s^y, said she,.. I have always a pity for any 
one whom I know to be.immersed ip, trouble ; for be the sfituation 
what it may, there is such a kindred sympathy of hearts—, And^ 
when we, know, said he interrupting her, that we are pitied, I 
should (hink it ought to be an effectual ineaQS of sjlevis^ting our 
woe. I agree there likewise with yoUrSJ^id^she chiefly if tlip per^ 
son is in any degree interesting to us oth^rwiscr— 

■ • '' . *•• ' *• 

I find said he, Aveline, that your thoughts cori'espond with mine 
cm the point of sepsibility, but! fe^r m, ath^jr respects they niight 
difler widely. I have .<mly e^resee^^^ j^^ 



Would pH}r any tme whom I knew to be in real trouble, and srhoofd 
be glad to know the person whom you mean. * 'Tis tp you alone 
said M*Donnel, I fear to tell his name. Where would you lead 
pe Sir Coll ? there is a time to grieve, and a time to be otherwise ; 
but Ifiop^ the present is unfitting to introduce another subject; I 
think you know enough to make you easy on this head, and 
therefore we shalt talk no more upon It stt present; is this the 
cottage to which rfiy fathw wfent? It h indeed ma'am, but said 
he taking hold of her hand, may I hope that by this declaration I 
have not fwfeitfed yowt good wTH, which to me was precious e^^en 
beyond existence. There is htt cause fbf further explanation said 
she, you are our common protector, and when you are invested 
in that power, I should think there ought to be no room for inter- 
rogation on either part. ^ 

She liad been reasoned oiit of her frouble unktiown to herself, 
but certainly to disc6ss that point, which chance threw In her 
way, was unintcinded by either ; however, such the eclaircisse- 
ment was, as brought to him the sweetest sounds th^t ever entered' 
his^ar. They had now attained the dwelKng of Knogher O- 
Brady, and found her father perfectly recruited, and waiting their 
arrival, that they might partake of a roast hare and some grouse, 
which had been taken that morning, and which the family flattered 
tbemselves they were bajppy in having for their l^oiiourable guests. 

The father told her that .immoderate grief for the dfead he verfly 
believed was offensive in the eyes of the deity, that he did not 
expect to feel so much before he came forward, £ind that the 
major part of that was on her account, as he well knew that 
mouicning douH never restore his brave son ag^iri. She said to 
her father, she hoped he never had found her grieving to excess", 
and ff the sight of that place had drawn her into any unusual sen- 
sation, sh6 hoped his goodness would forgive her. A servant was 
now sent for her harp, whilst they sat down to dinner, drawing 
from their own store Whatsoever they thought necessaiy, and 
pressing the honest hearted family to partake with them. 

As the' day was hear a close, they bad a Wafm invitation to' 
itop to the next day, whteh rtequest the ttree thtjught pfoper in 
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Iheir present 8l«te toavail tbemselves of, there beiiig ^UnoKkifice 
of good soil for th^ hprseg, ^d provisioRs, such i^ it wiu^, for 
themselves. 

Knogher^s cottage^ altbpugh in the skirt of a ivvoo4 and shaded 
on each side by a tolerably high range of n)ouatain«, yet, in other 
respects, was agreeable, and giving allowance fbivgnch a reli)re4 
place, was well stored with all >tbc necessaries b^ of bed and 
board* From the quantity of fowl that they used, both wijd and 
domestic, they were not limited in beds, and, on the othei* hand, 
the hills being covered with sheep, which, in jp^^ great degree, wpre 
their own property, save what beionged. to Iheir ehieftaia aad 
landlord, Cooey Na Gall, thqy were as well supplied in blanketr 
ing, and these, although of home maiHilac^are^ were not of the 
worst tindi . • 

As there is commonly a reason for every- thing, whether ap- 
pro ve^ble or not, there was also a reason for Knogher'9 cabin 
being so well laid in with beds. He was aman^that was pretty 
much in the public, and so that he might answer the difierent 
markets where bis wares were saleable* he was sometijp^s forced 
to stop a night at. the house of a friend, and, in reality, I need not 
say forcetl, for such intercourse was of all. others to him the most 
agreeable. When, pn the contrary, aqy of 4iis, acquaintance or 
companions in traffic came that rpad^ should they pass without 
giving him a night, the offence was unpardonable.^ 

Fiom these e^c^irsions, and also from his nightly guests, the 
family were fiar^ushed with so many legends ef broonies, fairies, 
ghosts and will o' the wi^ps, besides whatever other relation was 
of the marvelloiis l^^ind, ;that in.all prc^^ility tlie strainers, ceubL 
they relish it, were^ about to.be well entertained for. ooe night. It 
was a customi^ry thii^g in thQ neigbboi^hoed, allhiough the houses 
were thinly scattered^ that when a way*ikring nian jouroeyed that 
v^y, the cottage ^as filled .even tp the door, with open ears 
listening to the different recitals that |>asse4 aix>und thi cheerful 
fireside, among wiiom OBrady was called upon respecting any 
thing qitestionabie, as his decisieii was eonsidere4 fully equal to 
set a master at neat^on whaiftoevev part be was pt^aKsed i»^t« it. 
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If it sii^uid «6 iiappen that a stranger would arrive uidEno\^i! i4 
hn neighbours, iiooest Kaogher never iaUed to de^atch a tovtier^ 
to apprize them of the event, and having his house piled up wil& 
Jbillets of timber, he sat like an earl or lord, heaping one armful 
on the fii^e a(fter aiiofher, and surreyii^ hiis cheerful guests, from 
acounteriance beamiBg ^itb good nature, friehdship, and Irish 
hospkitolfty; butfrortt the drf(M-ence which he paid to the inhabi* 
tants of Cdnlnc^i no individual seemed to intrude during 
their fiojoum. 

All the ^females- of the^ tiottage w^re Wow busied in wrangiiig 
beds for the Strahgers, but particularly Aveline'sl Ivas^dressed off 
attd decorated Kke thatofa brid^: over the front of the canopy 
whioh wad forthed Of firesh^ravf matting was hung an abundance 
of flowering woodbine, together with branches of hawthori 
covered with green, which, when sprinkled with dew sheds the 
sweetest perfume. ' Surrounded by the productions of nature, and 
laid in cfeah sheets, it is not to be wondered if this innocent girl 
had ^ sourid hfght*s rejpose: 

After artich a tranqiril rest, fliey arose the next morning much 
refreshed, and all corifesseid ^shice the scenes of yesterday, that 
they felt easier* in mind: The sun was the first messenger that 
entered Avelihe^s chamber, ^ciattering his golden rays over her 
face, and kissing those Kps t^hich scarcely ever kissed another. 

Having breakfasted, M'Donnel dropped his purse into 0*Brady's 
hand, aiyr wishing^^ ttait any petson ihotild know it; but he was 
not to be silenced in an ea^y manner; arrah by sheelah na Guira 
master said he, I neither ^haH take it, nor am I at aH in need of 
it; do youtiot see the femisfeus fdl of every thing that a poor 
man ^an «tand in need of jewel I and sure I have a good lump 
laid up in atrould su^cking for the sore foot,' and that darling of 
a jewel, the btesipiDg ©f the <Hargy light ^tpon her purty face,rmay 
be as I was saying jnst n^yg^ there, she might taike her ould sickness 
agaiir^ and then you know $he is only recavering. 

» The doner ateuredhim lh^ he had money be^deslhisj and if 
he wtM^inoi ie«^if« it, he^t^rer woirfd eatt wifth him again. If 
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ttot-uilAfe business, said Knogher, I must take houM of it, though 
bye the bye I would rather not, honey ; the ceremony of parting 
^irith their host was no easy one, and when tbey did leave the 
cottage, he prepared to accompany them a small distance on their , 
way, pointing out the proper direction for them to proceed on 
their journey, and carrying his hat in one hand, he wheeled sud* 
denly round, calling to the family to reach him out his shilelah ; 
but recollecting that after setting out, to turnback was accounted 
by all connoisseur!^ a sure omen of bad luck, he turned his face 
from the door, and received the shilelah over his shoulder, speak* 
ing in arf angry Voice to them lest they should give it over 
his left. 

For Knogher to travel without his cudgel was the same as a 
ship to sail without her ballast, and besides assisting him in spring- 
ing over the bogs or inequalities, it served him for all the purposes 
of an index, a truncheon and shield, &c.,.for with the end df it he 
indicated every object within a mile, not forgetting to add a 
lengthened comment, in his own way of oratory at the conclusion. 
They intended on their return to come by the shore of Magilligan, 
so that they might have a view of that lofty ledge of rocks that 
standi retired from the ocean, overlooking the old abbey of Dun- 
crun, where lie the remains of saint Eadah, and with him no 
doubt rests many a legendary tale, lamentably lost to us forever. 

I am of opinion my countrymen will with me deplore the 
irreparable loss which Ireland has sustained in antiquities history 
biography, and even animated nature, by her being robbfed of that 
which gold 6ould not eompen^itte— *I mean her mantrscripts. Hie 
harpies placed over our island saw that this was her taKsman, her 
beacon star, and, therefore, by extihguishing such, they plihiged 
h<jr ih' eternal darkness. Some of those' valuable papers^ hav^ 
been taken to France, some to Germany and Italy, but most 
to London, and many to Iceland: ceitold they by any means 
be recovered, I would willingly undertake a pilgrimage in the 
attempt. 

Our gracious Sovereign, whbse attaohmeirt to hit subjects does 
not dep«id on. low cbtcaoery of such kind I have no doubt would 
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lend his assistance, or even give peitnission to a wandering 
Hibernian, who loves his country beyond all others, that he might 
obtain a transcript. 

In returning to the northern shores of Dalriadagh, they travelled 
along the beach of the great Atlantic for a few miles, having on 
their right hand a towenng range of mountains, called Magilligan* 
but the high foreland of which is named Benevenney from causes 
already explained : a number of torrents were to be seen tumblii^ 
down the precipices, and breaking in whitened foam on masses 
of the basalt rock that fiHed their channels^ being worn into 
troughs by the continual grinding of rubble and mountain pebbles 
driven over them in the time of floods. 

I 

Along the brown patches c^ heath that was purpled over with 
wild thyme, numerous herds of goals were feeding, with their 
kids frisking around in playful gambols, and when they lifted the 
head haying their mouths full of this delicious herb, the coming 
breeze saluted our travellers with the sweetest essence. Above 
their heads were frequently seen the eagle and goshawk searching 
for their prey with scrutinizing eye, and to their left the majestic 
Foyle rolled his waters in silence th the sea. The beauty of this 
scenery served greatly to eflace in Aveline's mind the impressions 
of yesterday's woe, for she, by continual interrogations, kept 
them both pretty busy, and in this manner they arrived at the 
castle. 

At Dunluce the time passed away smoothly with M^.Dpnnel, 
being the sole protector now as migl^t be said of the family, and 
having a multiplicity of busiriess to transact in regai*d to the Jands 
and tenantry, he devoted the remainder pf bis leisure hours to the 
company of Avelinte, whether, in walking, reading pr music, and 
indeed it was now evidei^ that sh^ cpuld not spend a day without 
him, ^nless ahsorped in ffielancb.Q^y.. 

As they were returning one evening after twilight from visiting 
a poor man in the neighbourhood that was taken ill,"and who had 
formerly been aa attendant of the famiiyi M^Donoel thought he 
perceived the appearance of light proceeding from the base of a 
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rocky wall that overhung the sea some hundred feet in height, the 
sea below appearing illutnined to a considerable distance, and this 
in the night had not an unpleasant appearance. 

^ I have often been informed said Aveline, that along this coast 
there are diamonds which send forth a kind of partial light, but I 
cannot conceive how they could be the cause of such a flame as 
what we now behold. Why I'll tell yes then, said a peasant, 
that was coming behind them, its the (Jentry Fm sart«(io, coming 
back again from Scotland, and they have gone into this cavern to 
kindle a fire I think, that they may have some food prepared as we 
roight suppose, for you know it would be almost impossible to kindle 
a fire in an egg shellj the vessel which they sail in,. but dwowl a 
one ever I ate that L don't punch the battom out ont acfaree, 
so tthat you may be sure it would be of no use to them agrah. 

■ *•'.•■ ., '. . ■ ■ " ■ f 

To the place where this light appeared there was no possible 
access save by water, and this made the sight more wonderful; 
every night as soon as diarkness began to prevail t)ver the face 
of the deep, the light was to be seen from above, and although no 
one knew of it but thmnselves and the countryman, yet the 
original cau«e remained: to them a secret, and was often to Ave- 
line the cau^ of uneasiness, lest it might bo the haunt of banditti. 

M'Donnel was walking one night along the beach where the 
shore was level and flat nearly as the water, and seating himself 
on a stone, he thought hfe perceived some object in motion near 
tbe shore, and Waited whatever it was until it would <J0me up to 
him ; of this there did not now seem the ' least appearance, as it 
always kept floating at the same distance from land. Jlising frorti 
faitf seat he was proceeding to another poiiit where he might have 
a better viow of it, when he felt his feet entangled in a rope, then 
laying hold of it he found the rope attached to tbe object on the 
water, and pulling it to him with all his might, he found that it 
was one^ of these small 4>oats called curraghs, which I have 
before described. ^ • 

As he was endeavouring to examine what th6 vessel lyas, he 
saw two men approach from the land, each with hia:bat sk)uched 
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over his<face, and apparently amiedy they accosted hitt in rather 
jBL sharp manner, asking him- what ju^as his business here, or why 
he concerned himself.with the boat ? I should rather said he, put 
the question to you, what is your business here, or for. what pur- 
pose have you this boat? You are an audacious young fellow, 
said one of thenn, drawing a huge claymore from its sheath, with 
such a jerk, that the steel rung dlong the shore, and calling to htm 
to defend himself, made a bang at him from a powerftil right 
arm. M'Donnel was as quick on the other hand in unsheathing a 
long sheep's head, which he usually wore, and defended himself 
with grea(t bravery, parrying the blows of his adversary, and 
making some desperate cuts at him, one of which taking him 
along the ear, brought him to the ground; at that moment he was 
set Upon by the other, armed in the same manner, and as this attack 
was rather unexpected^ he received a wound in the sword arm, 
which rendered him unfit to continue the combat. 

They were both now bleeding profusely when the firat assailant 
addressing him, my' friend, said he, I confess that I was rather 
warm with you in the beginning, but if you will ^nter, this boat 
ana trust yoisrself to us, I promise you that in ashort space of time 
we shall both get our wounds, bound up : J know we are sU'angeri 
to you, but from the manner in which you and I have. introduced 
ourselves to each other, I think the acquaintance ought to be 
pretty dwable. 

M'Donnd stepped into the boat^ and the two strangers sei^kig 
the oars pushed her off, and in half an hour's rowmg they were 
in front of the cavern. out of whieh the light proceeded, and over 
which stood threatening those belpw a tremendous hanging w^ll 
of rugged rock, the top of whioh as they lay on their oars they 
could not perceive, but altogether with the flame that proceeded 
from the cavern, had a moat imposing effect, on the beholders* 
Having come close to the base of the promontory and pulled 
a little cord, they heard a bell ring^ and shortly after a step 
ladder of ropes was lowered to the surface o£ the water, by 
the assistance of which all three ascended, the last having the 
boat's halser in his hand, bQ«md it to asi iron ring at the entrance 
of thecavera. 
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At the further end of this place was burning a large 'fire of 
timber, the smoke of which entering into a crevice,' was emitted 
at an outlet some perches frorti the place where they entered, but 
rather in a lower direction; here were tables, chairs, knives aoA 
forks, with abundance of food and drhik, all ready prepared, and 
six other stout fellows making way for them, welcomed the 
stranger, and asked their comrades was this a prisoner whdm they 
brought H6 is no prisoner said they, he comes of his own free 
will, but haste and bind up our wounds, f6r you see they ard 
bleeding profusely. A styptic was immediately procured, and they 
being bound up and washed sat down to a good repast, plentifully 
supplied with Iibation3 of the strongest liquor. 

It may not be surprising to inform the reader that these were 
M*Donner8 own countrymen, and two 6f them personally known 
to him as men of good character; it appeared however that they 
had infringed upon the laws by hunting, and also killing the 
game-keeper, for which they were obliged to flee their country) 
and having an intention of stopping ^ few mfonths income of the 
islands, they were supplied with all necessaries both of food and 
household furniture : a storm however arising they were driven to 
the Irish shore, and hearing before they left home of a detachment 
of English stationed in the castle of Dunluce, and as there was a 
peace existing between the sovereigns of England and Scotland at 
that time, they thought it unsafe to trust themselves abroad in the 
day-time, and therefore having sought out this recess, they took 
iip their abode in it tifl such time as their friends could get matters 
finally arranged for them at home. 

So little intercourse was carried on between nations at the 
period of which I am speaking, that the garrison had been reduced 
and the castle taken many years previous to their coming to the 
Irish shore. At the sight of Sir CoU M*Donnel their coantrynian, 
and also the son of their chieftain, they were all overjoyed, and 
testified their enthusiasm by blowing up their bagpipes iii the 
air of M'Donnel's march, with a huzza for the laird of the isles. 
Sir Coll told them the English had been dispossessed of that 
castle many years back, and on that account they had nothing 
to fear. -• 

15 



» 



1 



ITS M^DOHNELL, AMD THC 

He could not, however leave them that night, and. his absence 
at Dunluce created no little inquietude ; for from what AveUne 
had seen on a former night, her dreams were haunted with rob- 
jMrs, banditti, &c, and she thought of nothing less than that her 
friend had either been carried off or murdered by them. The 
next morning, however, relieved her fears bj the appearance of 
Sir Goll in good spirits, who spent the greater part of that day in 
relating to her and her father the strange ad venture that befeliiim 
the night before, and of his intentions to procure, if possible, the 
pardon of the inhabitants of the cave,, which in honour to this 
generous young man it must be confest he accomplished; 

At this time Avelme's fair correspondentis now began to 
imagine that she appeared more melancholy than ev^r, which 
change sqme were pleased to attribute to grief for the loss of her 
two brothers, others that she was deeply in love with the young 
Islander ; whether any of these suppositions were true, I will not 
take upon me to affirm, but certain I am there was a more serious 
cause ; the walks where she formerly had been accustomed to 
spend a part either of the morning or evening, now saw her no 
more, alone she remained within her apartment, and was not to 
be seen by any of the domestics save her maids. 

■ . 

Daniel McQuillan though much weakened in intellect find judg- 

inent, began to perceive that his daughter was sunk in spirits, and 
had lost all that cheerfulness of which she was formerly possessed, 
and also seeing that she now kept her chamber closely, entered 
into a serious conference with her, the result of which agitated 
iiim in such an extraordinary manner, that he summoning up the 
energy of forn^r years sought out M'Donnel, And ia a fury 
demanded satisfaction for the injury done his family. 

If my brave sons were present said he, with what confidence 
could yovi stand before them? no your guilty soul must shrink 
into nothing before — I say you whom I unsuspectingly took into 
my bosom have like the adder — --Before you say any moi-e 
against me, said M'Donnel, since I am condemned both in your 
' eyes aod in my own; allow me to speak a few words— if not in 
extenuation of my fault, at least in explanation. 
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Either good or evil fortune cast me upon your hospitable shore 
•>-<^a title ivbieb I think I may very well use. — At this McQuillan 
turned away his head^ as if unwilling to hear that part of it. I 
saw said he, your lovely dax^bter^ and seeing her she caused me 
to forget my danger, my toils^ my parents, kinsmen, and almost 
my country ^ if therefore a mistake has happened, and if the 
bonlour of my family* which I am certitin you wiH admit, can 
make amends for it I am at your will, and you have nought to do 
bat command me; no I say that is not even necessary, for I maun 
confess that the attachment which has been formed with Aveline 
M^uillan has rendered me more happy, than if I were seated in 
HaHyrood, having the royal diadem of Scotland placed on my 
brows; 'tis herself alone, and no other object 1 aifn fond of; but 
I entreat you in the name of my ai^cestor^, say nothing severe 
against me, or any thing that would wound my feelings, for 
language of this kind I am not able to bear, and on the other 
hand to be angry with you is more than I ever can ; so otherwise 
you may talk to me as you like. 

Such an op^n avowal softened tbe heart of McQuillan, and he 
did not say any thing more, save some little to them for miscon- 
duct, and M'Donnel,' with the consent of both, appointed the 
following week for repeating the ceremony of their nuptials. On 
this important day the cltas were all invited to the castle^ and in 
front of the barrack w^re casks of liquor set forth for the use of 
the garrison and tenantry or any other that came to Dunluce 
during that week. The noble family of Clanbuoy were also 
invited, and all their friends as far as a messenger could ride in 
one day> so that such a bustle and throng scarcely ever was 
witnessed on the shores of Dali'iadagh before. 

The Highlanders were not hindmost to dip deep in the strong 
Falemian, and after an immersion in this fluid, it seemed to have 
the power of the waters of Styx, rendering them invulnerable all 
over. The bagpipes both Irish and Scottish, were all blown up, 
and the dance on the green befare the l^arrack door never ceased, 
sometimes two different set^ performing at tbe same time ; 'twas 
here that the peasantry with their sons and daughters from sincere 
heartSf showed their attachment to the famiry of De Borgo and 
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every young Hibernian vied wi^ another in leading out whether 
to the dance ** or rustic sport "his caliien dhas, decked in all th<s 
finery that either the season or the viUage shop could bestow ; 
and it is not to be doubted but the fire of bright eyes that week 
subdued more hearts than Sir Coll M^Donnel's. 

The manriage was celebrated in the great hall in presence of 
all the friends of the house of De Borgo, who acknowledged that 
Ayeline on the occasion shone with more than prdinaiy beauty 
being arrayed in nearly the same dress which she wore the same 
night Sir CoU M'Donnel had the happiness of seeing her : and 
one parjt of it, that is, the royal necklace, she did ngt forget to 
assume on that dfiy. 

The venerable chaplain belonging to the family, with all that 
solemnity which was truly characteristic of his holy function, 
united them, and imploring a blessing on ihem and their posterity, 
with many injunctions regarding their future conduct^ and chiefly 
in bringing up and educating their children, he departed, leaving 
them to all the hilarity usually attendant on Uke ooeasions. 

As marriages whether of a high or low order are seldom 
celebrated without murmuring on ope side or other, there was a 
family living at a small distance who were nearly allied to the 
house of De Borgo, and as they expected to b^ome inheritors 
of the estates of Dunluce^ should the brothers not return, which 
was doubtful, they shewed much envy and uneasiness at this 
alliance, not deigning to attend on the day of invitation with other 
friends and acquaintances who were asked. 

Old Daniel McQuillan shewed himself remarkably happy on 
the night of his daughter's nuptials, drank to former cronnies, and 
often renewed the stories of his boyish days, till at length a 

# Dancing on the green was formerly customary in Ireland, but chiefly on May>eve, wben a 
branch was cut down, whether of the thorn or birch, the one that was more clothed in verdure 
they usually choose, and this being pretty tall was planted in the centre of the village green. A 
rural queen was then choosen, and always the prettiest girl in the assembly, having decked her 
out with such flowers as the season produced, they left it to her own option to choose a king, and 
this being done, the others taking hands around the IMay^pole, danced about with the royal pair 
in the middle. . in my opinion this was the only way of thai^kihg providence tot a return of tht 
•eaaon. 
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retrospectiTe view brought the idea of his scattered chydren to 
his mind, and admitting this sensation he returned to himself 
with a sigh. 

In Ireland wherever a m?irriage was heard of, and in such a 
family as McQuillan's, the minsti*els and wandering bards came 
from all quarters in .search of it, as here. an unbounded scope was 
given to tevelling and Irish convividity, and although there was 
an open door to every stranger, none was so acceptable to them 
as the minstrels: n6r indeed had the afiair of a marriage been 
even unpublished in the country was it possible that a traveller 
could pass Dunluce ignorant of the scenes that wfere going for- 
ward within; for a person was stationed at the outer ''gate to 
proclaim the evedt to every pasTsenger, and also to bring all in, 
even to the poorest mendicant, so that it is no wonder if in other 
countries the name of an Irish wedding has been proverbial : and 
to the present day I can well attest the extraordinary efforts made 
by the descendants of that hospitable people on the like occasion; 
their best rag is clean and on, with the most respectable side out, 
the (Satan is swept ^p from fmnt to rear, and a large turf fire 
being kindled without regard to the heat of the weather, when 
from the farther end of the dwelling.the master of the ceremonies 
walks forth armed with a bottle in the one hand, and a glass in 
the (Kher, and seating himself at the head of the company, if I 
may be allowed the expression, like the son of an Irish king, pours 
oat first to himself a flowing bumper of this strong water of life, 
in the juice of which he quaffs the kead a miel a faultie to them 
all iround, filling out' to them aid they chance to sit next him, until 
all are pretty vfeWt the exercise then comm^ces in leaping, 
^ivrestling, throwing the stone, and frequently boxing, in all 
which it is indispensably necessary that the groom be foremost, 
otherwise he can never expect to be so dear to his enchanting 
fair ofie. 

If straying firom the leading subject in local descriptions b6 a 
faulty I have certainly often transgressed, but the matter which 
ha^ induced me thus to err being so nearly connected with my 
lale^ I have coiudd^red it only as a ftiUer. explanation of the fact 
la qwsftiaai ; and besides this, it saves the interruption of insert- 
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iqg notes which are often nothing more than a continuation of 
the theme. 

The maiTiage festivities being concluded, and the different 
friends having retired to their places of abode, M*Donnei now 
began tp find himself among the happiest of mankind, possessed 
as he was of the only treasure that ever gave him the least un^- 
easiness — he had nothing to concern his thoaghts faither than to 
make her happy, and as to Aveline her heart never received an 
impression before she saw Sir CoN M *Donnel. 

Like most ladies of that age, she thought she could entertain a 
tender affection for no oXber man breathings and in regard of a 
husband, we must suppose she was at the end of her wishes. She 
now turned her thoughts wholly toward private economy, and 
with the assistance of her maids and some old women followers 
of her father's house, was busy evQry day in laying plans for her 
approaching family ; and nothing was so much longed for at that 
time as a yisit to the islands where she might see her husband's 
connexions with their families, of whom sh^ bad heard so many 
wonderful tales. 

The Highbnders that came over wUh Sir- Coll M'Donnel were 
quartered through McQuillan's tenantry, one in every hoia3e, in 
which were also quatered his own gallowglasses, a measure which 
we are willing to say was well concerted, for in :this situation the 
one was a kind of check or guard upon the pthei^ and this mapneir 
of quartering troops upon the tenantry, was formerly. practised 
by the Irish kings, being .called by then) cpsh^eryy Imt in cases 
of necessity the king himself as well a^ his troops had to be 
entertained* , 

'Twas customary with McQuillan besides the regular pay of 
his troops, to give a mother of milk to eafch man, which was in 
the highest degree acceptable, chiefly %b ttese who had families, 
saving them the trouble of purchase ; but in place of one tne\het 
of milk, I believe there were two given to each man. To the 
Highlander besides his pay, there, waa only one given^ and whether 
this was from the beneficence ^f h\9 own chi^tstia^ or ltf>QiiiIiaa^ 
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I w91 not lale upon me to deiermine. In a peasant's c^bin, not 
fer from the castle wh^re two of the.aforesaid troops were billeted, 
a warm dispiite arose one morning, the cause of which was this. 
When the distribution of milk walkover, said ibe Highlander what 
is the reason since I undergo the same fatigues, have the same 
duties to perform, and am 'exposed to the same dangers, that I 
don't receive an equal liiare of the mBk? Why should you, a 
Scottish fugitive, and g^d to receive a subsistence of any kind 
in our country, said the other, expect an equality with the 
gallowglasses ? 

Notwithstanding the wholesome remonstrance of their host, 
tfaey always struggled hard, catting at each other over his head. 
Well sure enough, said he I think yoo^re not giving myself dacient 
tratement far niy good mate and drink to yes both, so as the say- 
ing iSj I'll let yes take a Wtc a v your own bridle, my good ffllows* 
and hang me but let the toughest skin hould loiigest out avournienl 
So saying he threw openvthe two doors of the cottage, and gave 
Ihem free h'berty ta fight it out in the open field. There was 
something of justice in opening the two doors to them at the same 
time, for bad they both gone out at the one door, i»is evident that 
tbe precedent nmst have had the advantoge of the subsequent; 



Finding themselves at liberty, these two holbrained northerns 
rushed upon each other libe\a pair of lions from the wildst of 
Numidia, cutting and defending with great powcar both of arm 
and body> the rolling eye following the manoBUVresof the opponent, 
the well'braced arm, and ihe body poised with an iacUnation for- 
ward> the right foot posted in advance of the^ body^ shewed to 
the spectators the firm^ determinatian of eithei* iri the dreadful 
conflict. M'll-Har^y was the name of the Highlander, a brawny 
muscular man, «nd in fwint of tepFjper, «s we would say was 
fiery red-hot. 

O'Grady was the Irishnwra's name, a good soldier but of smaller 
size and' shorter in the arm ; the content however, was long doubt- 
iul but at length the long arm of M*Il-Hargy overpowered his 
adversary, and after a struggle of neariy twenty minutes the 
IiiWiman fell covered with ^ocmds. 
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Word was now conveyed to the castle, m^ere die two driei^ 
tains sat, little ^cpecting a tale of the kind^ and having hastened 
out, they found the dreadful catastrophe no better than they were 
informed; the Highlander bad beea nearly surroanded by the 
partisans of the other, aad when M^Deonel came forward, he 
was walking the ridge of an old fort that was near the place of 
action, staring wSdly around him with his naked sword in his 
hand, dyed with the blood of his opponent, «nd menacing all who 
attempted to oppose him on either hand. 

After all the evil that hild been done, the business might have 
been settled without further trouble, but the relations of the faimly 
and those who woukl not attend on a former invitation, now glad 
of a rupture, strongly advised the proprietor of Uunluce to resort 
to jthe severest measures in regard of ponishmeot They insinuated 
that M*Donnel came over as an adventurer, not as be pretended, 
to assist Tyrconnell of Donegal!, but rather to hunt after fortune^ 
and having seduced his child, they were certoin looked only for 
his death, that he might sit down and take possession of bis estates; 
however fair or xmblemished the character of M'Donnel stood in 
the eyes of his bene£sictor, those circamstances seemed ^ natural 
that they did not fail to make an impression on hirmind injurious 
to the young but undesigning stronger. 

A council of war therefore^ being caUed, they held a long 
deliberation on the condupt of M^Ii<-Hargy, frequently introducing 
that of his conunander as likely to connive at the late unfonunatt 
transaction, and if there remaiqed in McQuillan's breast even one 
spark of friendship for the stranger it was poisoned. After the 
termination of this debate, the resolutions vrere published^ which 
were these, that the soldier be taken to the highest promontory 
on the neighbouring coaat, and there i^ his armour precipitated 
into the ocean. 

M'Donnel qppoi^ed this as cruelr alleged that he had been pro- 
voked, and hoped they would not adopt measures that were harsh; 
or unbecoming a christian nation. He confessed that M^II-Hargy 
had acted unadvisedly in going to ^tremes before he acquainted 
him as his commander, but as. the afiiir had no shade of murder 



bl it, but wad zienrly the same as a challenge, he thought that any 
pfifttsbment' iK^th-amoantii^g to dea4h might be sufficient xhasttse^ 
me»t for tbetieHiiquent, and as4o the provocation given, he wished 
the master of the cabin called forward, who being presmt could 
best state who was the principal aggresson ' , 

{ . ■ • '.■'••■'• ■.■■'■• 

The host of the calan being caUed, glilM^hi& testimony candidly 
as the ai&ir happened^ saying thatthe Irishman gave the severest 
language; bat he cottld aot say which was> most eager for the 
eombat; that, as long as he could he endeavoured to interpose, 
but in vain, and as Pm a sinner, said he, when I couldn't get them 
to be aisy even for the saJce of St Patrick,.! opened both the 
doors and let them take a rug together ^ so that's all I have to say, 
gentlemen. 

Old M'Quillan tbovght there was no necessity for further 
severity, and above all did not wish .to Entertain a thought pre^ 
judicial to his friend, but such is the effect of evil counsellors that 
Sir Coll M*Donnel, in order to save^tti^ soldier's life^ was obliged 
to call out his troops and put them under arms, standing at their 
head with his di^wa sword in his^hand. The men called aloud 
to be led forward against - the gallowglasses of McQuillan, who' 
were thronging together with weapons of every description, the 
dead body all th<5 while lying in the aentre of the crowd, and as 
they gathered around it, an univerisal minrnur spread through the 
augmented rtdtitude: for^very five minutes that they rtemaiiied 
longer on the gr6und,'% like propiortion their danger increased, 
a«id b^kles this thbre wet*e klcendiaries busy enough working on 
the nrrinds of the infuriate mobj aild affirming that vengeance in 
the prefltent moment was by far the svreetesti 

Imthe midst ^of the comrmotions the. brother*of the fallen soldier 
stepped in front of the Highlanders, bearing a long Andra F^ara, 
and having his sleeves rolled up to his shoulders, shewed a lengthy 
well-braced arm, and from appearahce "a man in capacity equal 
ta fight any maq in the Scottish battalion. The untimely death 
df my brother, said he, has unsheated my sword, and it never 
shall be returned to its place before it drink deep in the villain's 
blood who did the deed^ or» if. hai»fear .shimi. me» I .challenge 

16* 



f, 



I 



IM M'DONHELLy AMD TUB 

the host of his countrymen not exce^^ing their leader. You aie 
a brave maUf said M'Donnel, and I sincerely lament the accident, 
as I may call it, which has given cause to thy woe : but had it 
been my own brother, what could I do ? No, I maun assure you 
naething could be done, and as for M*Il-Hargy I am persuaded be 
is willir^ to atone for the rash act by asking your pardon, or any 
humiliation of the kind A^hich you would think fit. You have also 
challenged my men to fight you, not even excepting myself; for 
me to accept the proposaHs altogetber out of the4|uestion, and 
although I am certain many of my soldiers could wish to answer 
you, yet the situation in which we are forbids it I doubt not but 
your courage, your prowess and dispositions are good enough, 
but for the reasons which I have stiUed none of my men can 
accept the challenge. 

OGrady still patroled the front of the lines brandishing his 
Ferara, and in the most dissatisfied manner eyed the Highlanden 
with a scowling look. At this moment M'Donn^l seeing that a 
reconciliation could not easily be effected, gave orders to the front 
ranks to march forward keeping a strict look-out toward their 
rear, until they left sight both of the threatening multitude, and 
also of the topmost chimney of Dunluce.* 

With a sorrowful heart regarding his young and beautiful wHe 
whom he had left behitid bim, he might s^y in the mid^t of insin- 
uating enemies^ he directed his course for the highest hill in his 
view, and there having cast up a tr^ch^they rested on their arms 
during that night: four men were placed at equal distances 
encircling the base of the hill^ so that an enemy could steal upon 
them secretly in no direction. Th^y refrained from kindling any 
fires lest it might apprize their foes of their retreat, and being but 
a few in comparison to the others^ this precaution was the more 
necessary. 

What a night of awful suspense was this to her who alone 
longed for the return of her young husband ; the father returned 
in the qvening accompanied by some of those relations who 
when invited on a former occasion, would not deign to visit them, 

• DunHioe, tkrro*k •t fbrtiflBatioft, or Um OMCto witliiii tte ftwttfcatH>B. 
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imdl their cofBUig at tUs juncture suggested to her that it could 
not be^r good. . 

. From what, she had Jeajrped of the circumjstance, and not seeing 
him wh&m the evening always brought bi^sk, and with hio) all 
her earthly hafyjiiiiess ; she d^^ed aot a^k on^ question rt3pectin^ 
him, but retiring to her own apartmestv and there alone and uxx- 
attended by any of her maids, she resigned lierself to darkness, 
sorrow, and the ailcace of ^tlie nighty not being cheered by a 
siagto taper. / 

The only sounds .that bjroke in upon her lonely retreat, were 
th€t breaking pf the surges far beneath the windows of her apart- 
menU. and this mingled with the wild screaming of the sea-fowl 
flapping their wix^s around h^r casement, tended more ppwerfully 
to augcnent her p^in of mii\d- One of her maids after some tiroe 
sought her out, and endeavoured as imoh as possible to alleviate 
her distress by assuring bar that thei*e was. ao. danger .whatever 
of Sir Coll M^Donnel's life, that sha was "certain it would be the 
last measure to which her father ever would resort, and that even 
should, those relations who bad endeavoured so much to poison 
her father's go^d dispositions, make an attempt against him, hci 
was pi*etty well aware of their intentions, and his men being 
brave, she was sure would defend him to the last. But, said her 
lady, he and his men are under the open>i^anopy of heaven to- 
mght without money, food to take» a bed to recline on, and worse 
than all that, surrotoded by a most dangerous and insidious 
enemy. - • 

Her maid being descended of a respectable family had received 
a liberal education, and also from ber attendance on her lady 
when sent fbr education to the cdnvent, she had gleaned as much 
as raised her many degrees above the vulgar, and therefore pos- 
sessing so many good qualification, and over and above these a 
heart of sensibility, she did not fail in turning those endowments 
both of nature' and art to a good account in consoling her mistress. 

The hardships my lady said fihe, of which you speak, fall 
weightily both upon the body and mind^ that nursed up like a 
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tender plant, and fondled in the. lap of luxury, never have bean 
taught through necessity to look danger in the face ; but on a spk 
dier, and a soldier of fortune, these shocks fall with impotence : he 
has'accustomed himself to facediiBouIties, let th^m appr^ch on 
whatsoever side they tvill; at a distance lie view*' theitf with a 
fearless tye, and when they assail him, they find he is ftiHy pr^ 
pared to receive them. ' . » . . 

I know said her lady,^ he is not Subject ta f^ar, and I know W. 
has surmounted many difficulties, but consider he and his meikape 
without food and alas ! what is he but a boy T Many young men 
of his years wt^uld not be considered fitting to be trusted from 
under the guidance of their parents, and yet he has* been seat 
from his country at the mercy of the elements, commanding a 
troop of fierce Highlanders, whose unsubdued ferefcity has drawn 
all these evils over their commander. He is but a youth I am. 
convinced my lady, said the other,' but his conduct is that of 'a 
veteran, otherwise he never could have obtained tfve fair^t lady 
on the shores of the Green Island. 

I request you to refrain fhxm 'Mmth ilMimed Aaitepy said.ber 
lady, I cannot reliih it at present, my-mind is too much engaged 
on a more serious matter — alas ! how long this evening. seems to 
me ! One thing I will remark, raid the maid, which simply is this, 
that whatever troubles BurroOnd Sir Coll M'Donael to-night, and 
in all probability there are not a few, the thoughts of his fair 
spouse press. more upon his heart than all others. And therefore 
said Lady M'Donnel, I have the greater reason to grieve, being I 
may truly say the individual cause of all his present afflictions. 

The maid here p]:opo6ed, as the gentlemen ^^ire in.dee.p debate 
that she should proquce twx> domestics ^nd«a^^^|na|ly horses :td 
coqvey provisions to the«i and. bring baok infoi^atioiirrespectiog 
their welfare aiid pla<C0 of jmcampmeaU Tljie project was, m 
sooner suggested than they f^t aboul; to execute iu These do*- 
mestiosy being long found to be faitbful,^ their att^chmwt to their 
lady was ,as great as the emergency of the occasion called for: 
the horses were brought out.ftn^ ipaded with dried flesh, oaten 
and wheatQa cajkes in abundiMnf^Aa dpeen of g«K>d ol(i. port, stowed 
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away in hawipevs, and such othfer things as she thought necessary 
far A hungry soldier, not forgetting to send with the adventurers 
a plaintive biliet"<lt)ax which «he knew would be no less accept- 
able to her lord in his present situation. 

' The men set out, each armed with a cutlass, and appnoaching 
the sentinel M the barra<:ik, were stopped with a surly demand 
who they were er what they had- in charge t Some othier troops 
came out, and seizing the hoi^Wfl by tfee head led them to the 
barrack door, and began to scrutinize the contents of their load. 
It was immediately conjectured for what purpose these provisions 
had been sent, and many of the nien thought that the undertakers 
should be punished without forther cferemony^ 

. When they were busy condemning them without a trial, one 
of the carriers who bad never Ipst perfect confidence to support 
bis cause, drew out a purse richly embroiiered in gold wire, the 
appearance of which cteated univeraal siknce : from the purse he 
took a ring set with a precious tepazy and hailing on it the im- 
pression of a coronet; the same ring had been given privately to 
him by his lady, and had often been used as a passport by the 
proprietor of the castle on any matter af the like nature. The 
pledge was considered perfect security for a more important mes- 
sage than the one in question ; but io a moment there was an 
emissary at hand to insinuate that the ring was stolen. And if it 
were, said the commander, who dare arraign, the person that took it? 

No, I sayf that if there nevfer had been a passport sent, I know 
not how we could turn away provisions from hungry men. These 
identical troops against whom so much evil }}as been wrought up 
to-day, and who have been forced in protecting themselves from 
our numbers 'to retire to' the mountains, these same troops have 
saved our heads on the ^ains of O'Cahan, and I say that nothing 
short of the basest ingratitude couW have treated them and their 
brave leader with such *barsfaness as what I witnessed to-night: 
but let those incendiaries look sharply haw they conduct them* 
selves, fot I who have bl§d so often in defence of the rights of 
De florgo, and who bear the testimony of my regard to* that 
ii family deeply engraven on my brecfcst, '9trippil)g his breast and 

16 
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exhibiting some deep scars, I say that I shall -allaw no intruder to 
point out the path which I am to occupy, and chiefly -those who 
turned their baeks to us when a dangerous eneitiy dared us to our 
face. These sayings were delivered in presence of some of 4he 
same individuals who effected the separation between M'Donnel 
and his magnaiiiHK)us friend : however said he» as I am incapable 
of harbouring an idea that there is secrecy in the matter, I shall 
send the ring back to the castle with my servant, more on account 
of showing the candour of the noUe residents of Dunluee, than to 
gratify ady other individual 

When the carriers heard of the ring beii^ sqnt back« they were 
almost frozen with teiTOFj knowing into. what a Jordan of troubles 
it must cast both them and her who procured it, and glad would 
they have been to get escaping with part of their lading, but back 
to the castle the«ring must.go, together with information respect 
ing what had occured at the barrack, all which things were likely 
to involve the syitipatfairing heart of her who could not act harshly 
to any, in a deeper Affliction than ever. 

Lady H'Donnel, whose agitated mind could ^ot rest until the 
return of the servanUI, had prompted her in sending her maid to 
the drawbridge to watch how thet^lq[)edition would pass the 
sentinei at the barrack, and this faithful attendant, anxious neiu^ly 
as her mistress^ reffiaiBed posted stedfastly at tl^ gatoi from ths . 
first moment of her orders ; she was fortunately on the spot when 
the soldier came up bearing the ring, and as mankind are pleased 
to say that wonien in general are endowed with a ready turn of 
mind, she corroborated 4he universal hypothesia. 

Is the governor of the cas^ at home 7 said the soldier. He is 
said she; have you any Easiness with him? Is he engaged at 
present said he, or could I speak with him ? I fear not^ aaid she^ 
he is engaged in buskiess of im^portance and also with pa^icuhir 
company. Wdl then said the soldier, taking out the puree which 
she welkecogniaed, being employed some hours ago in procuring, 
I say said he, will you faithfully present the contents of this purse 
to himi asking him in the captain^s name, of the gairtson, if he on 
this night sent that pledge to convey two horse^loads of provisions 41 
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to Sir Ck>li M^Donnel and his men encamped somewheffe on the 
moiintaiiis T I myself said the maid, have seen the ring contained 
in the purse .'delivered this very night as a passport for the provi- 
monsr nevertheless I shall if you please- return it, but wish that this 
delay' may not be the catise of severe anger beth to you and yout 
commander. 

If itjihould said the scfkiier> neilh^ of us is to blame ; for I must 
say th£tt suf^icion toward any of the fanttily of McQuillan, never 
entered my captain's breast, but he was unable to get over it, and 
it is merely for conviction to those who would question its veracity 
that he rettrrned the ring, PB sooh have an answer for you, said 
shCj flying off with the speed of the 'wind, and carrying it directly 
te her mistresd, who upon seeing the^^ring brought back became 
pale and inisensible, thinking that aH- was detected, and truly she 
who might almost be said ^ver to have practised a scheme in 
her life, if such this might be called, was ill prepared for evil 
ciiMisequencesi 

The maid was, sorry for having informed her at all cahcerning 
the matter, as she could have managed it as well by herself, how"- 
ever she added a little comfort to her lady by telling her not to 
despond, for there was not the least shadovc of danger ; you have 
only, said she, to order the soWier by mCj that the ring was evi- 
dently sent on the purpose irom which it has been returned, and 
that you would much rather the men had been permitted to pass 
on than give any unnecessary trouble in retarding them. This 
being done, she hastenefd to the gftte where the sbldi^r was wait- 
ing in mute expectation for an answer. Your officer, said the 
maid, would' have done much better to have permitted the men to 
continue their journey, As he had sufficient authority to guarantee 
him against any danger ; yet I dare say the best means of atoning 
for what is done, is to expedite the carriage. Does he appear to 
be in wrath ? said he. I have spoken as far as my commission 
goes, said she, and I neither can nor will inform you farther ; 
so behold your purse, and speed your way back, for it is more 
than probable ilj/jt/tg^^ Sir Coll M'Donnel and his men lie 
encamped to-niBMnjiMRir of dining greatly depends pn^ the 
arrival of our en 
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Having received these insd'uctionsy the soldier hastened to hir 
officer with no other tidings than what he expected, and deiiveriBg 
the ptirse together with the sharp rebake, the captain urged for- 
ward the provisions accompanying them with an escort of his 
choice gallowglass^* The arrival of this lading at the High- 
lander's camp was as acceptable as unexpected, and indeed an 
intrenchment in the open air i^carcely could be called an encamp- 
ment ; however there being a cabin in the vicinity rf this post, 
they procured fii^e from it, by the help of which they dressed their 
victuals and dined sumptuously. 

The first question M^Donnel put to the m^n was, how were the 
inhabitants of the castle, or bad they a letter for him ? They said 
all were well at their departure, and handed him the billet, from 
his lady. After dismissing the men with an answer, he sat down 
and partook of the blessing which Providence was pleased to send; 

*<My love is a son of the hill, he pursues the flying deer his grey dogs are 
panting around him, his bowstring sounds in the wind. Dost thou rest by the 
fount of the rock or by the noise of the mounjtdn-stream % The rashes are 
nodding to the wind, the mist flies over the hilL I will opproach my love un- 
seen, I will behold him from thef rock ; lovely I «iw thee first by the aged oak 
of Brunno, thou wert returning tall from the chase, the fairest among thy 
friends. No more i tread the hill, no more ffom on high I see thee fair moving 
by the stream of the plain, bright as the bow of heaVen, as the moon on the 
western wave." — Oat. , 

Daniel M'Quilbn passed this night in conversation with his 
friends, but from his outward appearance and involuntary actions, 
his inward perturbation could well be perceived, frequently mut- 
tering to himself at a leisui'e moment, but above all, every half 
hour, his wishing to know what kind of night it was, and asse^rt- 
ing that he thought there could not be much cold without, it was 
easy to perceive he was far from being at rest in mind. 

The discourse ha J now turned upon armour, which we must 
suppose was a topic often discussed in times wherein chivalry 
was in all its glory. He was desc<||M^|yliem the Bailie na 



♦ The English of the word gallowglass, is the green coattdjpwilaad^ or perhaps countrymau. 
«r rather yeoman. v' M' ^ ■ '"- ' 
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4ilua4b> A tfiUitary wes^^n used in battle by the Irish, which in-- 
strument I have mentioned already ; a servant was now ordered 
to bring.it forwardr thaV the company jnight aee the size and 
fabrication of this destroyer of the human race ; but in place of 
bringing the intended weapon, he brought aiyl laid on the table 
before Ibem, a silv^irmauDted basket hilt «woi?d, which his master 
bad received ip a preiseht from Sir CoU M'DonneL , , 

^h^ sigbt. of this sw9rd- ofaaqgq^ tJKe ^sc^^i^^ altogether', anc^ 
drew from M'Quillaa tl^t which hadbeen struggling ip his breast 
frapi the .mornipg: ^s he hung over it, reading as it .were from a 
hookf aji;id calling to mnd the amiable dispositions^of the donor 
tQg<ether/with th^ strong tie that bound him to his family, that he 
was exposed to the unwholesoogie da^mp of ,nigbt» sleeping under 
the open canopy of heaven,.while he a|)d. those around him under 
GQstly ceilings were ^ftrousing th^ hours away regardless how he 
was alTeated either outwardly or inwardly ; all these things rush- 
ing on his mind at the same time, wrung from his aged eyes a . 
tear which falling on the blade he wiped away, and restoring it 
to the sheathe gave it baek to the servanl, asking him in rather a 
dissatisfied tone why he hstd mistaken the errand on which he 
wajs sent? v v*^ 

As the 4Ban was hanging <up in the: armoury the cause of this 
unexpected sensation, and rumipag^i^ among rusty blades, bills, 
battle-axes, skeons, dirks, daggers,, and habergeons ; some point- 
lefs^ some .wanting the handle, some gapped like a saw, and some 
bent into the form of the sickle of Ceres ; he had happene3 on an 
antiquated o^t of inail, a corslet and a steel casque, arraying 
himself in which With the hekn^ backle4 under bis chin,'to see 
how he would appear in the habiliments of a warrior, he heard a 
smart <rap at the door and being in chaste to attend, forgot to divest 
himself of his military dj?es3,:ev^n to an old Ferarra which he 
bore in his right band^ 

Father Owen, the Rev. Chaplain who united Sir Coll and 
Aveline, had^a respectable living in the house of M'QMillan, being 
brought from the priory of regular eanons at Dui^giyen founded 
by DermoiitO^Cahan, and that evening having received a message 



V 



194 M^DOirirELty and thA 

from her, that he would come to her father, and as Ms advice 
was usually sought in every undertaking, she hoped that hils 
interference might be of use inmisdiating betwe^ him andfaer 
husband. 

« . » • ■ 

'Twas father Owert who rapped at the door^ and being aware 
of the commotions whicfi agitated the faimily of hi%friend, he was 
meditating as he entered how he could best heal the breach 
between them, but as the door fell back, the appearance of a 
warrior sheathed in rusty armour from head to foot, and hoHing 
in his right hand a drawn sword, quashed his hopes altogether and 
cadsed him to shrink back, throwing up his arm as if lie feared 
to receive a thrust from this terrific janitor. However, recovering 
himself, he seemed not tojiotice it, but desired to be shown into 
the apartment where his master was : the man unknowing of his 
situation, preceded him into the apartment isomewhat in the 
mariner of a macebearer ushering into a town the judge of an 
assize. 

As this procession entered the hall where the gentlemen sat, a 
universal consternation spread among them, many starting to their 
feet and standing a little on th^-defensive as it were. I suppose 
the idea of the islanders in arms had engrossed all their senses, as 
the iron-coated hero opened the door> and had he in that moment 
bawled out the sword of M'Donnel and his pbilibegs, 'trs hard to 
tell what evil might have been done. The servant was now 
obliged^ to explain the mysterious manner by which he becanie 
metamorphosed into an intimidating warrior, and the errand on 
which he Was first sent being entirely forgotten, they had time to 
salute father Owen and apologize for their confusion. 

I have been often agreeably surprised/ fittbef Oweft, said 
M*Quinan, at ypur entrace ; but I can assure you it was quite 
otherwise to-night, and I fear were I to inform the brotherhood 
in what manner you have entered our society just now, they 
might pass upon your conduct a severe investigation. I am always 
glad, said the sage, drawing a seat to hinlself with somcf serious- 
ness, that matters turn out better than what they appear at first : 
we were not^ sertt into this World to enjoy a continued round of 
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Uise, it is iK>t our home, it is only a place of sojourning, aifli 
therefore we ^should not set our hearts too much on l&e posses- 
aioos of it, nor arrogate to ourselves an arbitrary right of deqid- 
ing in matters wherein we should, rather submit to the will of 
Providence. . . 

When in the mornjlng of lifi^ mm enters upon the character '* 
w^ich he is about to personate in his passage ti^-ough this lower 
world,— his future condupt is often regulated by his first initiation 
of whatsoever kind it is, whether good or evil ; but many, I sjay 
too many, pervert the well intended principles laid in the beginning, 
and «se them to the vilest of purposes. 

The days are now gone when our country was a sanctuary for 
the distressed, when it ^fTorded learning,* protection, books and . 
food to all those who wished to apply or shelter themselves under , 
her fostering wing ; it was formerly called in other countries the 
island of strangers, principally pn account of the hospitality 
shewn by the Irish to strangers ; and such, my friend, was your 
reception of Sir Coll M*Donnel and his countrymen— a. worthy 
deed, a worthy object But how have you cast a stain over all 
your magnanimous deeds? How have you tarnished your former 
conduct, by expelling from ypur house, from your table — -yes, and 
more, from your bosom, thait generous young man, whose greatest 
affliction of mind this night, I am certain, is, because he is sepa^ 
rated from your child. 

His fault was nothing but what any brave man woulc^Bbry^in, 
I mean in preserving the life of a soldier who had followed him 
faithfully through all dangers ; and 1 cannot learn but the man 

^ In early timet, when the continent was overrun by Qoths, fehins, Hulans and Vahdals, and 
all ttoek aeminariea eztinguisbed by tbiMe barbariant, we bave ample tesiimony remaining, that 
Germans, Saxons, Danes, Swedes and many other nations, flocked to Ireland, then Scotia, as I 
have said ko receive their collegiate isdueatioh, iio that the eollege of Ardmacba, now Afditiagh« 
contained, in one season, seven, thousand students, at wli^cb time tbere were several other 
colleges in the nation ; and at that one established in Mayo, Alfred the Great, who reigned in tlie 
throne of England, is said to have finished his education. Twas in his thirteenth or fourteenth 
ye.ar he ^as sent by his fiither tOiRosfte for instruction ;. and, we find on his leaving that city t^^t 
he was anointed future king of England, by Pope I^o. *Twas undoubtedly after ihis he came to 
Ireland, and it is more than probable 'twas here he aioqvifed bisyeicellenfie on the harp, by which 
he charmed the savage heart of Guthrum, and reg^ned tji^ British crowir. Ireland was then t 

called the college of Christendom, and it was as common to say, such a person is gone to Ireland « '^ 
to^ celtafe, as we would say now of Glasgow, Trinity«.Caiiibridge» or Haynooth. « ., ^ 
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^0 'unfortunately received his death was the aggressor ; nor do 
I find, by the strictest enquiry, that the one took the smallest ad- 
vantage of the other ; and, therefore, vrhat can we oaH ther trans- 
action but an unfortunate accident 

♦ * 
\ These disinterested assertions were delivered in presence of all 

^ the companyv and whatevefr any person might think to the con- 
trary of what the good old man pointed but to them, none dared 
to hint a contradiction : so great was the influence of the fathers 
over the laity that the most hardened offender shtunk fvom his 
evil purpose before them, nor dared in their pre8en(5e to suf^rt 
a false argument. I cannot say they were all upright, all virtuous 
and infallible, as has been no man born of human pature, nor ever 
shall be; but I can say, 'tii to the fathers we owe our present 
refined state of learning, much of our religion, history, &c., &c 
Let any person who wishes to assert .the contrary opinion look 
into the universities of Dublin, or Maynooth, and he will then 
behold with wonder the Herculean labours of those sages, any of 
whom might, with* more propriety than the Veriusian bard, ex- 
claim, " exegi monumentum perennius sere." 

Father Owen was a plain sincere, good-natured man, possessed 
of much learhing, and given to deep research. After Aveline left 
the convent she was accustomed to receive instructions from him 
during a certain portion of the day, and to him it might be said, 
she owed in a great measure, the formation of her judgment, her 
tasjle duai more than ordinary love for music. He had a tolerable 
knowlec^e of the harp, and gave her some lessons on that instrur 
ment, delating to her, at intervals, the wandering of the minstrels, 
which tales, although a man of rather austere manners, he fre- 
quently entertained her with ; and hence arose her many inquiries 
respecting the harp— the wandfering batds, and the royal residence 
of Tarah, a name which my ear almost tells me never should be 
separated from the harp. 

After having finished this long dissertation, on the author of 

which I have taken the liberty to make some scattered remarks^ 

; Father Owen looking around him with a sigh which generally 

said as much as he we was not altogether happy in mind, asked 
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him, whett was Av^line ? for he always called her simply by her 
own name; I do not remember, said he to have been so long in 
the eastle at any former time, before she visited me ; but said he 
answering his own interrogation, old men who are sinking into 
the vale of years, and returning to childhood ^a second time, be- 
come unpleasing to company, and I believe also to thek' most in- 
timate friends, before they themselves are properly aware of it. 

I> saiA McQuillan, have felt something anxious to-night regard- 
ing her poor thing; but, indeed in place of seeing her who, in 
times past could not be happy frdm me, I have not so much as 
seen one of her maids^ that I might ask after my child; and I 
must inform you besides, that this little trouWe which has arisen 
in my family to-day, as I may say, seems to have alienated the 
hearts of all my domestics, indeed they attend me when I call 
upon them, but otherwise they shun me. I can also perceive a 
certain serious gravity in all their countenances, which circum- 
stances, although they may seem triflteg to others, yet they have 
fiot failed to tender me unhappy. 

^And fi'om such disinterested conduct of your servants, said 
father Owen, do you not perceive, as in a mirror, the shadow of 
your wrong procedure; and since appearances are so much against 
your late conduct, 1 hope I may be saved the unpleasant necessity 
of speaking further on the subject-^only this, that it is in your 
power, if you think fit, to heal what has been done amiss. 

The next morning a messenger was sent to the camp of Sir 
Coll M'Donnel with an apology for what had taken place, and 
likewise an invitation to return to th^ castle- — that his friend 
JVI^Quillan was sorry for the miisunderstaading, and wisted that 
it should be forgotten on both sides as soon as possible. Sir Coil's 
reply was, that he did not attribute thfe harsh treatment with which 
he met to any individual but evil counsellors, and since his bene- 
factor was pleased to acknowledge his fault, he averred that it 
was as pleasing to him to receive that acknowledgment; and 
therefore, without further delay, having ordered the Inroad flag to 
be unfurled, and with his drawn sword in his hand marching to 
the music of the bagpipes, he tm*ned his face to the towers of 

17* 
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Dunluce a second time, his hardy mountaineers frisking along to 
the merry lilt with their knees as bare as the status of Menrincrn^ 
and brandishing their shining blades around their^heads keeping 
time to the music, and as they topped every little eminence filling 
the air with a shout for the laird of the isles, and the blue hills 
of Scotland. In such manner did these brave iilen display thdr 
enthusiasm to follow their leader whether he met a friend or an 
enemy. 

The first inhabitant of the castle that met him pn his return 
was a white pigeon, a favourite domestic of his mistress, and 
which she had fed and rendered so tame» that it would seek her 
out wherever she was, even to the distance of five or six n»les, 
and perch on her shouldei^; it ha<l become as fond of Sir Coll 
during his sojourn in the castle and no doubt since his departure, 
with scrutinizing eye had nought him many a mile both by land 
and sea ; as it approached the noisy Highlanders who we might 
conclude were sufficient to intimidate even a being of rational 
intellect, it apparently made an attempt to perch on M*Donnei*s 
sword, but he at a distance knowing it to be his former friend, 
held out his hand and receiving it, could not avoid placing it to 
his bosom. 

His joy to see this sweet little harbinger of good tidings, did not 
let him for some time perceive a small billet suspended to its neck 
with a silk thread, as the bird and paper were both snow-white; 
this p^per contained only a few lines of poetry written in the 
manner of a welcome to Sir Coll and his men in the hand-writing 
of Aveline ; but whether the composition were her own or that 
of some of the minstrels that frequented her father's mansion, I 
shall not say. The lines were these : — 

Ah, lonely was my placs© last night. 

With the taper dimly burning; 
But splendid lustres gild the hall, 

For Sir Coll and the clans returning: 

The drowsy tongue told twelve at night, 

To me a tale of sorrow ; 
But little I thought of the merry peals 

That should welcome my Coll to-morrow 
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The hoary minstrels stand at the grate, 

And twan&r the wires divinely, 
While from her spacious womb Dunluce 

Sends back the sounds sublimely. 

So Kead miel a faultie CoUa na roon 

One night you have been a stranger, 
The Columb baan from your Aveline flies, 

To proclaim you are free from danger. 

As they approached the outer gate, the officer commanding the 
gallowglasses had them drawn to the barrack front and under 
arms, receiving them with three cheers as they entered, playing 
up M*Donnel's march, and hurling their bonnets into the air with 
joy to meet their hospitable friends. Dinner was served up for 
all, and happiness illumed the countenance of every inmate, when 
they saw the young Highlander enter the drawbridge bearing in 
his right hand the sword of his forefathers,' and wearing his 
national bonnet perched on his dark brow. 

To delineate the meeting between him and his beautiful spouse 
would only be to paint the same between two sincere lovers, and 
therefore as this has been so often and so ably done by others, I 
hope I shall be pardoned in passing it over. 

As soon as the return of M*Donnel to the castle was anticipated, 
those who had acted as prompters to Daniel McQuillan retired, 
knowing that their presence could not be agreeable to a man 
whose character they had endeavoured to poison in the good 
understanding of his benefactor; McQuillan however, wishing to 
create friendship as much as in his power, had them asked to the 
castle, and a reconciliation effected. 

It was some short time afterward that the welcome tidings 
were announced to Sir Coll, of a son hdtn to him, aind also an 
heip apparent to the wide domains of Dunluc^e, notwithstanding 
that the bounds of these estates in comparison with th6 possess^ions 
which his forefathers held in Scotland were much limited, yet 
sueh' was the infatuation cast over him from the time of his land- 
ing on the shores of Inisfalia, that of all places in the world his 
heart insinuated to him here was his home. 
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And what was the cause of this indissoluble attachment t was 
it of a mercenary nature ? No, a secondary cause was the hos- 
pitable and open-hearted disposition of hts friend McQuillan, but 
the strong and powerful charm which riveted his affections was 
Aveline McQuillan ; 'twas in this lovely Irish girl, shooting among 
the wild clifls of Dalriada like a flower in the desert that all the 
witchery was concealed. 

If at the consummation of his daughter's nuptials, McQuillan 
wished to have his friends and alliances, at the baptism of his 
grandson, he was still willing to have a greater number, and for 
Ihis reason preparations were made to receive an unusual assem- 
blage at the castle on the following week. 'Twas at the conclusion 
of the baptismal ceremony, after the child's name had been pro- 
nounced Archibald M*Donnel, by father Ow^n, and after he had 
given them a suitable admonition regarding the instructions, 
nurture and seeds of virtue requisite to be implanted in the irrfant's 
mind, I say these injunctions had been just finished and the com- 
pany were rising from their knees, in which position, they had 
received a solem prayer from the good old father, that a wander- 
ing minstrel with hoary locks came to the gate, and as I have 
said before, although the solid oaken door of McQuillan's mansion 
never shut out a stranger, yet on the present event he was doubly 
welcome. 

There were several reasons why the bards were every where 
so gladly received by almost evary class in Ireland. Their music, 
their tales both of the present and of other times, their facetious 
company, their antiquities, and last of all the reverence held time 
immemorial for them by their countrymen. As he entered, all 
turned their eyes toward the sage, and were anxious in accon^- 
modating hiih with victuals and every other necessary fitting to 
restore a weary traveller. Upon inquiry, he informed them that 
his name was Cairbre O'Halloran, that he had lived long with the 
fararily of OKelly, had resided some time in Oilagh na Riagjh ; *" 

* Oitiy[h na Eiab, w|ii«h I have mentioned before in mj noiee, aow Elagh, men Leof^ond^ry, 
wai one of the three principal places of royalty in Ireland. 

Aodb or Hugh king of Ireland, RHmmoned a parliament at Drimceat, in order to settle three 
important matters. The first wm, Co lery « ttibwe on the n^le elan of Pirtrt ada in ScotlaBd ; 
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bat the chief place of his residence was among the O'Cahans of 
the Roe, under whose patronage and protection at the seminary 
of Dooneveii he had received his education. 

the second, to banisb the fil'eas or bards, tbat bad been become a burtben to the people ; tbe tbird 
was to lengthen the imprisonment of Scanlon More kii^g of Ossery, at that time weightily 
ironed in the royal palace of Ojlagh na Riagh. The only person capable of interceding was 
Saint Columb Kill, a red-hot patriot, who on account^of some broil that he raised, was ordered 
by St. Molaise, a powerful man and abbot of a priory in one of the islands of Lough Erne, never 
to see Ireland again with his eyes ; however having bandaged them over be set out fbr his own 
country attended by twenty bishops, thirty priests fifty deacons, thirty students, besides many 
tnore. Although but an abbot himself, and from the island of Hy, the place of his banishment, 
accompanied by this retinue he arrived at Drumceat, and by bis strong arguments obtained a 
tnitigation both for the bards and the Dalriada ; but in regard of the king of Ossery, he could not 
succeed : however in a prophetic manner he told the king of Ireland that Scanlan More's chains 
would fall off that night, and as the manuscript says, coming to Eaglis Dubh in Inis Eogain 
which is the same place as Elagh in Inishone, where Maolduih king of that district held the 
monarch in captivity, a large pillar of fire wai seen by the soldiers on guard, howering over the 
prison, and an angel calling to him arise, Scanlon and follow me,, which he did, his irons falling 
off, and the soldiers through terror not opposing his passage. The manuscript also says, that 
fed on salt meat, his throat was inflamed so that he could not speak to the saint until he supplied 
him with drink, and that many of his posterity were afilicted with the same disease. 

The following account of a very curious relique of antiquity is now in the possession of Adam 
M'Clean. Esq., of Belfast, which appears to have been the gift of Daniel O'liochlin, or Lachlin, 
king of Ailea^h, Neid or Oileagh na Reagh, the royal palace of Innis Eagan, to his friend 
Domnal M'Amalgaid, promoted to the see of Ardmagh in 1092. The relique consists of a four- 
sided hand bell, of rath^ uncouth form, and composed of two pieces of hammered iron connected 
by brass solder and by twelve rivets. Tbe bell itself has probably been designed for the internal 
use of a chapel, being only nine and a half inches in height, five in length, and four in breadth. 
When struck by the tongue a dull solemn tone is produced ; there is little interesting about it 
except tbat it is an instrument of great antiquity ; but it is accompanied by a splendid cover 
unique in its kind, which seems at once to preserve it from injury, and toannouncethe veneration 
in which it had been held in former times. The grdund of the cover is brass edged with copper, 
and enriched with a great deal of elegant ornaments, raised in all its parts; its top represents a 
compressed mitre, one side of which is adorned with fine gold filigrane work and silver gilt. 
It is also to be observed that there is a hole in the bell worn by time, as by the injury it has 
sustained in the lapse of ages. In the areas of the two other narrower sides or ends, are pier* 
shaped sapphires, adorned with silver, which has been gik on one of these sides, which is 
beautififed with stones ; there are ornaments of fine gold, representing serpents curiously and 
elegantly intertwined in most* intricate folds and various knobs like the complicated involutions 
in the collar, of the order of the knights of St. Patrick. It may be worth remarking that on one 
of the ends, and below the knobs and ring by which it is suspended, there are eight serpents so 
singularly infolded and intermingled with one another, that rt requires minute attention'and 
Considerable discernment to trace each separatly and to distinguish it ftom its fbllow. Their eyes 
are skilfully formed of blue glass ; above the cross are four of the same kind, and in each of the 
four compartments into which it is divided, there are two golden serpents in relief below tho 
knobs of suspension; on the opposite side or end are six other serpents with blue eyes, but 
differently etiiwined. On the top is a strange representation of two of these creatures with two 
legs on each of the suspending knobs of the ease; two of the sides are also ornamented in a 
^milar manner; when the bell is inclosed, a sliding brass plate on which it rests fills the battom 
of the case ; on this plate the lower edge of the rim of the instrument has strongly impressed its 
form — a collateral presumption of the antiquity of its covers for the weight is not suflicient to 
have produced the effect there by its pressure, or by any friction which it could have occasioned, 
except in a long period of time. It proves also that when the cover was made the bell had an 
under case, as at present; for the indentations seem not to have been the effect of wearing, but 
of reiierad percussion. It^ appears unquestionably that the case is as old as the eleventh century, 
as the inscription implies, flow much older the bell itself may be, is matter of inquiry for the 
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The next question started almost by half the company was, iUd 
^ ever hear of the celebrated Toal (>Cahan, or could he perform 
any of his favourite pieces ? His answer was, that he could, and 

luiiiquary. It wm styled St. Patrick's bell by the family in whose posseasion it had long 
remained. It is said that bells were used in churches by Paulinus at Nola in Campania, so early 
as four hundred and nine. We learn from Bede that they were applied to ecclesiastical purposes 
in Bngland, in the 7th century. Audivit ait ille subito in aere notuni Campanie sonum quo ad 
oratinnis excitari vel convocare solebant. Columba in the 6th century said to one of his 
attendants, Cloccao\ pulsa, strike the bell, (a) He is stated by one of hia ancient biograi^ers to 
have found a bell which had been the property of the Irish ap«)etle, and to have transmitted it to 
Ardmagh; (6) in the 5th century St. Patrick presented some bells to the Connacht churches ; (r) 
Donald's bell, we are assured, was for some generations in the possession of a family named 
A^ulhoIIand, (d) and lastly in that of Henry Mulholland, a worthy old schoolmaster now deceased, 
who lived in Shanescastle, formerly Edenduticarrick, the seat as is well known of one of the 
ancient and princely septs of O'Neill. The silver work is partly scrolled in nlto relievo and 
partly in has relief, reseutbiing knots in the order of St. Patrick. In the centre of the top is a 
blue stone set in fine gold and insphered in a glass bead ; in its centre are four pearl coloured 
stones, with four green ones of a similar size, representing an intersected cross. Under this is a 
circular space now vacant, which had been probably once occupied by a gem ; the other side 
of the mitre is silver cut in various crosses. Qne of the quadrangular si(^ under the mitre is 
formed into thirty-one various compartments by silver divisions. Nineteen of these are filled 
with various ornaments in pure gold filigrane, exhibiting the form of sei'pents and, snakes 
curiously Entwined, two of the other compartments are now vacant; in two of the remaining 
ten are considerably projecting oval pieces^of polished rock crystal, or Irish diamond, each about 
and inch and a half in length and set in silver. The setting of that which occupies the central 
compartments in silver, representing on its edge small fleurs de lis. Of the eight smaller divisions 
is one occupied by. an oval garnet, and three by oval cornelians ; the remaining four have lost 
their ornaments ; the other side of the mitred top is of silver which has been substantially gilt. 
The top is in bass relief, with scroll-work representing serpents. The remainder of it is divided 
Into three compartments; in the central one of these appear two birds. The other tW9 present 
the ^ofile of an nondescript animal. 

"Tlie area of the quadrangular surface under this side of the mitre is covered with a substantial 
platie of silver cut into thirty.two crpsses with an inscription ; on its four edges are quarters in 
old Irish characters, indicating as far as has been deciphered that the bell was presented by 
Domnal 0'Lochlin.to Domnal the comorbbo of St. Patrick; the letters in this inscription are 
not separated into* district words, and the difficulty of interpreting it is greatly increased by the 
))oints or marks forftied by the rivets. The number of thirty-one compartments on one side with 
the two compartincjits on the mitre, make thirty-three; the years of our Saviour's age, and 
thirty-three crosses might be Easily made out on the other side by gaining two of the incomplete 
ones. The two rock crystals that remain in the principal front of the ^des with a niche where 
a third had, been, may have indicated the three years of Christ's ministry. These odnjectures 
are perfectly consistent with the spirit of the times: bells of a similar size are not uncommon. 
One of these was found concealed in an ivied wall in the ruined church of Kilbruny. It was 
agitated and rung by the wind during the continuance of a storm, and having been discovered by 
this singular accident, was a few years ago conveyed to Newry chapel. A physician in Belfast 
hat another which was raised in a field near Bangor, in the county of Down : it is fonped 
of iron, with a perfectly smooth surface and rounded corners: its heieht is twelve inches by 
eight in breadth, and nine in width. A similar hand-bell was found in the Route, co. Down ; is 
now u possession af Jaioes M'Donnell, M. D, Belfast. In 1092, a fire which wasted a considerable 

(a) Vita S. Scott, p. 65, Pinkerton. 
(6) Trid. Thaum. p. 408. 

(c) Vita Trip C. 103. 

(d) The name of Mulholland Maolehnlem in the original Irish, signifies a person of a family 
devoted to a religious life under St. Columba, founder of Culdeism, who is frequently style4 
Columkill. 
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abo •&!(!, that he wa? in possession, he believed, of all the remain- 
ing fragments now to be found of that bard. They afterward 
proceeded to ask him concerning the air called Finvola the gem 
of th6 Roe. ' I suppose, seid Cairbre, there are not many indi- 
viduals of any research in Ireland who can be unacquainted with 
4he history of Finvola 0*Cahan ; but since it appears to me that 
you are strangers to an event which took place, I may say almost 
in your own ^ neighbourhood j I shall, as nearly as I recollect, re- 
hearse the account which I got from a manuscript in the old 
abbey of Doone ven.* '• 

Dermont OCahan an Irish priUce possessing broad and exten- 
sive domains, bounded by the Bann,t the FoylcJ.and the Northern 
Ocean, resided on a rock overhanging the river Roe, and nearly 
adjoining the abbey above mentioned : this nobleman was father 
to Finvola and twelve sons, for whom he built twelve castles in 
different pails of his lands-; he had frequent intercourse with the 
kings and princes of the neighbouring nations, and often carried 
his daughter Finvola and her brothers § with him when he visited 
the -courts of Caledonia or Britain, 'Twas returning from the 
former in the winter season, that Dermont OCahan with his son 
Shane and Finvolo his daughter, was overtaken by one of those 
storms which are frequently known to burst forth among the 
islands of Caledonia, and as their vessel was badly manned, they 

part of Armagh, destroyed the church, and of course ruined the bells. It is not improbable thai 
the antique bell in question may have been one of a complete set presented by the monarch 
Domnal to his namesake and friend, the Primate, to repair his loss. From the expenses so 
profusely lavished on that curious piece of the cover, it seems manifest that the bell itself; the 
prihcipal object of former veneration, had belonged to a Cathedral (a) or monastry, and had been 
veherated as a precious relique of antiquity, even in the eleventh century, so much for the 
antiquity of Dai re Calgac— Stewarts History of Armagh. 

(a) Probably the cathedral of Derry, Flathbeart O'Brolcart, being the first consecrated Bishop 
after it was erected into a cathedral. 

* This castle stood further up the river than Gooey Na Gairs. 

t— t By Ptolemy called the Vidua and Argita. 

§ Tlie names of Dermont O'Cahan's twelve sons were, Cooey, ancestor to O'Caban o( Lima-, 
vad^, Dermont, Turlogh, Shane, Bryan, Donald, Mortogh, Donougb, Nialt, Owen, Toal, Evenney 
Patrick ; and their places of residence were near the old abbey of Dooneven : 0'Cahan*s Brook 
at the foot of Benbraddagh ; Limavady; Swatteragh; Glenkeen nearGarvagh; Flanders below 
O0oacven; Castle Rose neSr Golerain ; Eanagfa; Ballyshesky near Beechhill; Clonderipott ; 
t^laaasunnen ; Tiergolin. The place in the neighbourhood of Golerain, vulgarly called Gastle 
iSlK^'is properly called Gastle Rose, fi'om Rose O'Cahan a celebrated beauty, fornierly an inhabitant 
of it, thin being onA of the twelve caatiea built by O^Caban for his twalve sons. 
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narrowly escaped with life, being driven by the tempest cm the 
ragged shores of Hay in the dead of night 

Under one of those thunder-rifted towers of natural rock which 
hang frowning over the deep, they were forced to remain during 
the night, drenched by the rain and benumbed in their joints, until 
the beams of a watery winter sun rising from behind the eastern 
mountains began to re-animate nature, and assist tite genial cur- 
rent in resuming its wonted functions>: in this forlorn and pitiable 
situation they remained till far in the morning, not. knowing the 
name of the island on which they were cast, nor whether it was 
inhabited by a human being, but at this juncture the plashing of 
oars was heard turning round a high projecting reef that in some 
measure had sheltered them from the fury of the tempest, and 
shortly after they saw a fishing boat with five stout young men 
approaching them, four of these were Norwegians clothed in kind 
of oiled frobks made of skin, with a hood of the same materials 
that fell over the shoulders, and rendered them proof against all 
weathers; the fifth, who was the only one that could address them 
in a known tongue, was a tall swarthy Highlander of a bold mili- 
tary carriage, and this corrected, if I may be allowed to use tha 
expression, by an easy politeness.-' 

In rowing up to the strangers, he scarcely waited either to ask 
their country, or the cause of their disaster, but speaking to" his 
companions in the Norse dialect, bid them assist the strangers in 
mooring their vessel, and afterward direct them across the island 
to the mansion ; then turning to prince O'Cahan and his daughter, 
he begged of them that they would allow him to conduct them to 
a gentleman's residence which stood at no great distance, and 
where he was certain there was a good wish as well as capability 
to supply them with every thing of which they stood in need. 

The Hibernian bowed acceptance, and supporting his daughter 
Finvola, the three walked toward a magnificent castle which 
stood rather at the farther verge of the island. In a few words 
he explained to them how he had been on business in Norway, 
and had fell the severity of the night as well as they, only that . 
his mariners were better skilled in the navigation of those danger- 
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Otis seas SO thiclcly interpersed \vith shoals and islands. And on 
which of the Scottish islands, said 0*Cahan, are we now ? You 
are now^ sa\d the stranger, upon that one called Hay ; and ako, 
said O'Caban interrupting him, the castle to which you are es- 
corting us is the residence of M*Donnell, lord of the Isles. The 
same, said the stranger. « 

I fear said t)*Cahany we are not in good trim to enter the court 
of our friend M'Donnell to-day; however, as it is not the charac- 
ter of an Irishman to stand upon punctilios, we shall use no other 
apology than that which a boisterous sea and tempestuous night 
have supplied us with. Be assured said the stranger, as far as I 
can inform you, there is no apology necessary ; a person in distress 
has always found access to the halls of our ruler, and I have no 
doubt Sir, but you have niore and weightier claims than that 
which is common to mankind in general : I presume from certain 
reasons of my own that your name is 0*Cahan, and am willing to 
pledge myself, that your arrival will be hailed with joy ; but may 
I ask who the gentleman is whom you left with the sailors. He 
is my son said 0*Cahan, and our name is the Same which you 
conjecture, and if I may flatter myself, a name not unknown to 
the lord of the isles, but to visit the court at this time was 
not our intention. 

As they were discoursing of these matters, and drawing near 
to the castle, they were met by a party of the clan of M*Donnell, 
arrayed in the full military costume of their country, and surroun- 
ded by, these was approaching them a portly old man,{dressed in 
a superb garment, and seemingly frank and robust under a green 
old age. He soon ktiew the strangers to be Hibernians, and 
nearly as soon recognized the person of prince OCahan, whom 
with his two children he welcomed in the Scottish mannei* to the 
court of M*l)onneU. — 'When I say, in the Scottish manner, I pre- 
sume almost any of my readers will understand my meaning, 
which is a welcome as hearty as a welcome could be. 

At this period OCahan's daughter Finvola, or as she was more 
frequently called Flora, was often talked of, not only at the court 
of M'Donneli, but also in Holyrood, whence she wds returning, 
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and not altogether was she unknown at the royal residence of 
Britain ; although here in Ilay she was unattended, save by one 
maid, and she on account of indisposition had been left in 
the vessel till such times as they could procure females to take 
charge of her. 

The lord of the Isles, for such was the person whom I have 
described as meeting them surrounded by his guards, returned 
with bis noble guests, often and often again enquiring how were 
his friends in thp land of Inis-Ealga ? how were the OCahans of 
the Roe, where I myself, said he, was f6stered, and along tbe ro'^ 
mantic streams of which I have spent many a pleasant day. Tbe 
majestic young Islander, who first came to their succour wfis^ 
here introduced to them as son to the lord of the Isles, and who 
received part of his name from their own family, Angus OCahao 
McDonnell. 

Prince O'Cahan with his daughter, the princess Finvola and 
his son, were now prevailed upon to speixd a few weeks in this 
watery region, where so much variety was to be had in every: 
season of the year, and where he that was fond of cnterprize 
could not fail of finding achievements worthy his n^ost daring 
ambition. 

Among these islands ran many dangerous currents, to navigate 
which none but a native could with safety attempt; but with 
all the difficulties and hazards of the Hebrides, Orkneys and 
Shetlands, with the different creeks, harbours and inlets, yoCing 
McDonnell was perfectly acquainted; and as many of which as 
their time would permit he carried his guests to see, not omitting 
among others the terrific whirlpool, Corry Vrecken, &c. &c., but 
the time at length arrived, that O'Cahan with his children must 
seek the shamrock vales and oaken forrests of the green Island, 
and when Finvola, princess of northern Inisfalia, bid farewell to 
the royal mansion of Jlay, she carried with her the hopes and the 
happiness of Angus M*Donnell; leaving him to breathe his sighs 
among the beetling steeps and rude ridges of the stormy Hebrides^ 
and only responded by thescreaming of the sea-fowl and plaintive 
sound of tbe north wind. 



NORMAN DE B0R60S. 267 

Now far from the isles, on leme^s coast, 

The breezes have wafted them over, 
And quick beats the pulse of a hopless swain, 

'Tis Flora's disconsolate lover. 

For the noble maid was of tender years, 

Noir knew of the graces around her, * 

* Nor thought she her eyes had inflicted a pang. 

To the youth when first he found her. 

But she longed for tl\e pleasant banks of Roe, 

Where the wild deer oft are feeding, . 
Or high Benbradagh's hoary peak. 

Where the fawn by the eyrie lies bleeding. 

The chiming bells from the abbey grey. 

Proclaim that O'Cahan is coming. 
And the sister nuns at break of day, 

A sonnet of thanks are humming. 

The bellowing horn from Knock na Ginn, 

Has blown 0*Cahan's hallow. 
And gollogloghs from Faure* and Finn 

Are well prepared to follow. 

Bring forth three steeds of fairest form. 

And fleet as the sonel 'ranger, f 
Let gilded trappings these adorn 

Ab should in the island of strangers. 

For yonder comes Dhooneven's lord. 

He blows a blast of thunder, 
Which from his lair has roused the stag, 

And filled the forrest with wonder. 

Now dark-brow'd Rover has shaken his ears, 

And away is merrily bounding, 
W^hile the hooded hawk from the castle top 

Pursues the well known sounding. 

* Near that romantic vale in the county Derry, called Glen Ullin rather on the Oarvagh road, 
is a large fountain issuing from the side of a h)Il, and like many other v^ells in Ireland is 
said to poflMss cettain virtues : the name of this spring is Faure and Finn, out of >vhich it 
is said tl)e bard Ullin before death longed for a draught, and, says tradition, had he received 
h, he would not have died. 

t Sorel, a fallow deer three years old. 
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On Dermont OCahan's departure for the court of Caledonia, 
he had ordered the twelve castles abovementioned to be built for 
his twelve sons, and now on his return after receiving the con- 
gratulations of a widely extended and loving people, he began to 
inquire concerning these buildings — if the workman bad them 
nearly finished ; for in undertakings of the like nature, particularly 
the castles belonging to their chief, the clansmen were obligated 
in their oath of allegiance to assist both in procuring materials 
and in the workmanship, so that in a very short time they could 
erect a large edifice, and indeed there were few princes in Ireland 
better beloved by their vassals than the family of which I am 
speaking: The nunnery of l>ooneven was built by the ancestors 
of O'Cahan, and patronized by every succeeding proprietor with 
the most princely liberality. 

For the support of this seminaiy there was given what we 
would call rather a whimsical allowance. Two men blindfolded 
started at the nnnery, and as far as they could travel without 
falling was religiously set apart for the above purpose ; one of 
the men taking his course north-westerly, and having made the 
space of nearly two miles and a half, fell, and dislocated his foot, 
at a spring since called Tober-na-coss, or the foot well. The other 
made nearly five miles, taking rather a westerly course, until he 
reached a place called Corn-Arg, where he also fell, this being the 
extremity of Donn-even parish, where it meets with that of Cumber. 

To the seminary of Doon-even were sent the youth of both 
sexes, from the most respectable families in Ireland, for education; 
for among the many othei's with which our nation abounded, it 
had acquired a high character, as well for the purity of its learn- 
ing as the beneficence of the family that patronized it. The first 
abbot that presided here was Paul O'Murray, a man deeply read 
in the learning of the times, and well acquainted with the fathers: 
under him were educated many of the Scottish M'Donnels, which 
was the principal cause of establishing a lasting friendship between 
them and the O'Cahans. The students here were daily instructed 
in the use of the broad-sword and targe, besides all other kinds 
of manual exercise which could brace the nerves or render the 
body robust and active. 
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On the day preceding that on which OCahan designed to 
hunt, he caused the gijeat horn to be sounded three times on 
Donald's hilti twice on JBenbraddagh, and once on Knock-na-Ginn,* 
being in the vicinity of the castle, that his tenantry and kinsmen 
might be apprlz^ of the event that was about to* take place oil 
the succeeding day, and also that they might have both hpiipeft 
^d (lags in full readinej^s the moment the st^g was routed, 

.Of all the fevouritehawts for .the stag in the Country of 0*Cahan,. 
he chose the deep tfaickels Qverbanging the streams of the RoOt 
in , the translucent current' of which, after a long hupt, hie was 
wont to bathe his dappled sides, ai^d springing thence, frequently 
scaled the rugged heights of Beneyenny, wheeling rqu^d oij the 
sui^mit, and frowning down upon his I\undred foes weakly clamber- 
ing beneath him, but none, daring iQ urge the dangerous pas§. . 

* Knock-na-6inn signifies the hill of hefda, and is a little mound having on its summit a 
fitone raised on its one end, a mark which usually denotes that something extraordinary is 
deposited below. This little hill stands scarcely one mile distant from the castle, and, as 
tradition informs me, had its name from the following cause:— The Clan of O'MulIan, which are 
stifl a nuiherous people in the country of O'Cahan, was formerly ui the. ranks of tlle'Ktter'e 
Galiowglase^s, but becoming powerful in thto)^«}ves, they withdrew, and wken of)portunity 
served, rather held a kind of opposition to their benefactors. It so happenedthat the O'Cahans 
were frotoi home fightilhg another enemy, as they were rarely otherwise empl<^red': and the 
M'Cluakeys w^o, for their services .under the O'Cahans, he^d much of the Ifmd lying, west of the 
£oe, having disputed with the clan 0*MjjlIan, sent two of their boys to hunt toWard tlfe Largy- ■ 
wood, where 0*Mullan meetitig. thei» drowried both in the Roe. Thenewaof this- fatal ev«ot 
reachecl both the parents in the evening, who, as night began'to spread her sable curtain over the 
earth, raised the mournful caoin^, and being joined by their connexions made the hills ree<^6 to 
tUeir criest and in .this mannef ^ug^ the dwellings of their chieft&ias; but the flower of their 
forces were drawn away, as I have said before, on anoUier warlike expedition, 'flowever, on the 
following morning, such as remained at home, arming themselves witfi whatever weapons they 
cettld, marched forth cooUey to nwiet.thaiir adversaries, which Itappened at a plaee called Bally- 
cIo8e,(a^ in the suburbs of Newtoulimavady. The. battle was fierce and bloody for some time; but 
at Itegth'the O'Cahans iD^te conqaered, and atf wlio fell into the hands of th&«nemy had their eani 
cut off; Their friends returning shortly after, and learning the jmrticuUrs, tool^ an oath that so 
many of the O'MuIlan's heads isftiould pay for the late trancaction. These, however, were not 
easily obtained, but were the cauee of Itnother desperate engagement, which tbok place in a town 
4:alled si^ce Oerrylape, Ibn^erly^ D^irelawn, which signifies the deserted oaka:-mfbde desert b^ 
the slaughter. In cutting off the heads, the person who was appointed to collect them together, 
(I cannot ojihit mentioning his uane, ^ff arMdO having a|i insatiable enat^ty to the vanquished, 
cast away the heads privately, always {ureserving a few, and 9tiU the number lequired waa 
deficient ; but on a certain chieftain's head being given to him, and he having cast it away and 
he itot being able to account ibf it, hir own was made answer in its phtei^ The heads were 
tarken and buried in the hill (6^ a|»oye,Hientioned, in sight of the castle windows, and a atone 
being erected on the top, i| Was ^er after called Knock*na-6ian, or KDock-n|*Chinn— the hill 
Of heads. , 

{a) Or the town of ears, wherd the d'Mttllans cut oW their enemies* ears. * ' 

(0> 'TiS thfMiking to think diat.llliB galldwi oi burial plaae at a fltll^tt enMny was asually keipt 
within siglit of the chief's dwelling. 

18* 
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' The universal pastime of our ever restless counlrytnes in those 
days was pursuing the hare, stag or fox, and often th^ boar, a 
more dangerous exercise ; for we have good authority thatamowg 
the many wild inhabitants of the forests of Ireland, the boar Wa* 

one, and one also sought out by the most celebrated warriors*' ' 

f ' ■ • ' . . . .■''•''■' 

In folkming the chase Ihey were 6ften|)pe8^fRed with difiiciiHies 
and hazards well calculated to prepare them for the field of battle, 
both in bracing their nerves and practising their courage, tror was 
fie who dould not shine in the exercise of buntings or who wa^ 
riot foremost in attempting danger wherfesoever it occured, cap- 
able of keeping company with 'men ever after; and if he wa?s 
despised by his own sex, he had little eause to seek shelter among 
'the others for they who never thought 2t husband merited their 
hahd, unless he had performed some hairbreadth escape or neCk* 
break achievement, could badly^ subsist with th^ attention of a 
pollron. , ; 

In the course of two or three months after 0*Cahari returned 
from visiting the court of bafedonia, being anxious to learn if 
the horses had lost aught of their mettle, or his dogs of their 
speedy he caused the great ox horn, blown by seven generatioils 
of bis forefathers, to be sounded from the hills which 1 have 
jTfxentioned, and they lying. ?ilmosfein a Jin^ Ayiih the Roe, where 
iwere the obiief residences o£ the family, could not fail in being 
heard. It was then cusiocpary, ^hejp the sound of the chieftstin's 
horn, whisther for chase or for war, reaobed a certain length, and 
still mor^ of the territory ov9r which it was, intended. to extend 
lay beyondrtbat a sub-Chieftaii* took up the blast, and filling- the 
same not^s and the same number of breaths, sent it to another, 
and so forv^^ard : this when preceding the chase, was called wind- 
ing ihe born, and was equaJ to the quickest telegraph. 

*Twas common for the ladies of Ireland to mingle in the 
ichase, anjl they, not unfrequeptjy bore, 'away the palm; for in 
a narrow pass, or whei;e a contention in horsemanship happened 
between the geotJei»en,. they had top mach gallantry not to 
give precadenee to a ^female, and often assisted her when occasion 
required. \' 



^ irORMAV D^ BOROOS. Sll 

.^ The horn being sounded from the top of these hills, the highest, 
Qf which is. old Benbraddagh, there was nought to be heard in., 
the plains below but the sound of other chieftains' horns thro' the, 
widely extended plains of O'Cahan, mingled with the howling of 
dogis and neighing j[>f horsen, for both the dog and horse |ire >»^ell 
kfiowa to aatlQipate tfhe div,ersion pf their master from tbe ^signa^, . 
of } th^ ohase. ' , . v : . , 

, In. the Rudst of.tbis^^neir*l.plampur, we are.npt to.suppps^ 
that the stajjj ,although (feepty -eptr^nphed in the bo§oin,af dark, 
forests, Jay uq(CiojKieaiQ^;,r- No,! every gal^ of wind Vought. 
sounds na les$ f^ppalling. J^o hif ear );han the death kpell to a 
criminal; and the effects of this were, that wheresoever, he 
a^eared he :wa# seejl slreching. hinjself^ ssnuffing t^e breeze and 
boundii^ on the plaitt as if prepariog himself against the ap^ 



"The bay of Cona received our ship from Erin's soiling wares; oyr white 
sheets hung loose to the mast; the boisterous winds roared behittd tl*e groves 
of Morven ; the horn of the king is sounded ; the deers start firom their rocks ; 
our ap-owb flew in the woods ; the feast of the hill is fiprfead."— Ot». 

'The horsemen had lain off good part of the morlwftg, and- 
allowed the' dogs tobefti through the thickets, 'betimeysurprisingf 
them with a roar, and «gaih falling quiet as if they were aware* 
that. their game lay hard by* Th^y had proceedafd much about 
the space of a mile toward themodnlain up a stnall streamcalled 
Owen Reagh, i^hieh empties itself into the Koe» on the western 
fAiei when all on a «idideQ the^paok opened with fiiU mouth, anid 
a kind of retreating battki com mewiced "among the underwood, 
^ 4og»ariiiv>«st piping inofift hideously^, as ifhaving received the 
gripe of soiipne powerful' toemy, ind at intervais a moi*e surly 
^owl was beards but still in a stified tbne end much* below the 
natural pitch 6f «uch a voice ; however, it might well be Compared 
to the voice of some plunderer, who, lest he might draw all his 
foes-on hiAts^ at OQoe^ was- willing to tftke and give a ifewteBird 
bifes;^ hallniB ^iliginioe, emitting now and then a flash of anger as 
he tecifTed- e' snap from his adversaries: but all was to no pat^ 
pose ; ths otam^qus tlin thic^iening r^^und his reti^iH, iand am <!>peh 
mouth assiuUiig ^him from every points of the o«iMpas% he wai 
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obliged to fight a sideway battle through his enemies, exhibiting 
^ to them a set of tusks which, if they were even in the head of a 
dead animal, were sufficient to intimidate them. 

The dogs separated to right and left, somd not without the loss 
of both ears and tail, and with a bound from the wood be dis-^ 
covered himself in the midst of his pursuers to be a large birawn 
wolf, long an inhabitant of these forests. It was to no use that 
a stag appeared to them in ainother place, both men and dogs 
were resolved to pursue the plunderer with keen resefttment : and 
as to the latter, many of them did it in revenge for the scaris 
which they had received both from his fengs and clatvs. 

The contest which bad been continued in tbe bosom of tl|e 
wpod before that the wolf wds . driven from his covert, had 
drawn together all the sportsmen at the very place wii^re he first 
made his appearance, and through these, as well as the dogs, be 
was obliged to fight his way. 

Having cleared himself of his tqdny apd inveterate foes, by 
dint of good heels, and sometimes a backward snap at the most 
audacious pursuers, he slung himseljf with the uti^iQat ease, over 
all oppositions that presented themselves to him, directing his 
career for the inaccessible cliffs of Berraevenny, where he knew 
he could rest iiv perfect safety, regardless c^ his enemies. It was 
t not until late in the evenings however, that he reached the place 
which he sought with all his powers from the morning, and this 
being attained was to him a city of refuge,. beneath which his 
enemy might shew his impotenee in whatsoever manner hl9 
pleased ; for when the fugitive had entrenched binnsdf in a strong 
hold that stands at least twelve or thirteen bundiied feet above 
the level of the sea, all danger ^seamed, to va^is^ like darkness 
before the lamp of Apollo. 

As the huntsmen saw tbenYselves- disappointed in their game,, 
and night beginning to spread her cloak of sdmbr^ aroutid them, 
Bennevenny skirted with wood on the one haxid, and on V^e oihery 
the booming Atlantic rolling his giant waves np the ihooih of the 
Foyle, they Qotiduded that it was better to take som^ pefreshment 
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before IfaejF b^^n to retrace the steps. 'which they had pas^d 
over wilh' rapidity during the day, thoughtless of the hunger or 
&ligvm that fnust ensue, and on this OCahan or(^E^ the horn' 
of^requoent to be blown, as well informing them ^t the chase 
iviriftff oi^r, as to collect the scattered horsemen, if thei*ewerd' 
any who had not come forward to the scene of prfcparatiion, 
abd many of ^ most expert hands were employ efd iwcMttii^ 
down. W G^Uoeling that timber wtidi wouM maMe th^ heMt-md 
speediest fire. 

HaTiiig piled a heap of dfy^^oom^tistibles al the foot of thci 
rockf they kad the green timber above, slaming upward, and by 
the assistance ^ a steel and flint, soon had a; firethat sent up a 
volume of flame and smoke approaching ihe top, and dying tjie 
^ey surface of stone as far aq'it went. Tbe^ihupts^en seatjed 
themsetv^ at daeh side and in front of ihe 6re/=cm tan^rary 
seats fo'i'ined- of theboughsp chatting H>ver the transactions of the 
day and making remarks on the agiKty alid haifbreadth escapes 
€^. the freebooter that lay secured above thenif and: perhaps from 
his#retreat eying^ all that had passed below, while^ iiew and then 
Ihty were surprised by the swoop of on^ of those birds which 
harboitr kif the rook, being disturbed by the flamre and smoke, 
leaving their place of retirement and seeking a shelter elsewhere. 
The fovr berckmert who resided in the neighbourhood, beihg either 
employed by OCahap or some of his tiegeihen, failed not to bring 
]^i*ovi$ioiis into the place where thib^ knew their chieftain had 
hsrtted. 

I need say ^^^»tlring on the hospitality of thSe Irkki but certainly- 
great 06arhto atid his followers oould not be at' a bss in tbd 
country where hert»led as supreme lord, and ih'maBy places of 
wMch his ofiify imnual tribute wafi a ^er, a £at she^, or a creel 
of sialtxu^» and these at any other time save the present, could be 
of little use to htm, having more four-footed animals of every 
idnd^ than he oould use : but still such marks of beneficence 
shewed the zeal and unshaken attachment of his vassals, and 
altiidugh they came almost gratuitously, yet it was satisfactory in 
the highest ^degree to a chieftain, who so often required a ^oof 
of the fidelity of his adherents^ 

18^ 
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. .As they sat h^e bountifully feasting on the profisiond whSdi 
they Jiad received, in the manner above described, the horses 
were turned at large to feed wherever the impulse of naUiffe 
directed them^ and the dogs in part partook with their masters. 
The blaze which shot in a pillar of flame up the frofit of the rock 
cast a reflection over the smooth waters of the Foyle^ aA they 
silently crept toward the ocean, and the wild heath-dad bivow of 
noribern* Inis Eogain was faintly illumed from the 4fiame cause^ 

Our forefathers ho doubt said OCahan, were well accustomed 
lining in this manner, and I ^^^nnot say wheit the weather is fine 
but the sceneiy is grander add thepleasure more exquisite '^ how- 
ever perhaps it appears so to us who have comfortable residence^ 
at home; but were we altogether dep^adent on chance for our 
night's lodging, or even admitting, that we could rest every night 
as well as the present, I am something aware that a great part 
of the happiness might disappear, but we ai*e ottly to ctasider 
that we are diniDg to-day with our friend Evenpy, the guardian 
spirit of our. family and of the OCahans, in whatsoever country 
they are ; for I 'Could almost assert that there is not an individual 
dining at the feot of the rock to-night, (I mean an OCahan), who 
has not experienced the protection of our common guardian at 
one period or other in his life; and can it be wonderful if we j his 
immediate descendants, yea, and the very objects of his mo^t 
peculiar protection, should fare well to-day^ taking up our resi^ 
dence at the bas^ of our great ancestor's palace, and who knows 
said he seeing their looks around the fire brightening With tlie 
blaze, and all marked with strong credulity— who knows Steiid he, 
but the wolf which we bui^ted to-day from the Beighbourhood of 
Dooneven, has been only our great friend in disguise who, to our 
shame be it told, has long been uninvited to the ^ble of an 
O'Cahau? — and possibly my friends wishing to know how we 
were, had paid us a visit in disgui^ ; for you mcist know that at 
all our public festivals in days of yore Evenny and his train 
were the first invited, and if in place of giving hin> a hearty 
welcome to-day on his coming to see us, we hare pursued him 
with hound and horn even to bis castle^ate, how great has beea 
our ingratit&de, and what ought we to expect in return foi* otir 
conduct ? 
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Each began now in his own mind to look back to the actions 
of the day, and recollect whether in the pursuit he had by any 
means injured the wolf, and finding himself clear, returned thanks 
with great sincerity. But. said he, as a kind of explanation on 
the matter in question, it is more than probable that hearing the 
well known sound of the family horn preceding the chase, for it 
faas a particular echo along this shore, that he knew we were pre- 
pared for sport, and therefore assuny^d his late form to give us 
some' amusement, and lead us home to his very door, and when 
he has brought us here, ybfi see, he has not left our green table 
uncovered. 

They began i^ow to remark, how he overcame the dogs, with- 
what ease he sprang the highest fence, and what confirmed all in 
their opinioh was, that haying prince d'Cahan twice in his power 
he passed hirti by harmlessly. . . V . 

To Inisfalia^.s ho^iel3r• tQwei^st 
A vessel speeds her way, / 

'But hopeless love unnbrves tl^e arm 
'Hiat helms her to the bay : 

* To meet the whale h^ ia«s no dread * 

. ' Ob: Gr^enlandV frozen «dlci*6,' • 

- Nor fears he Shetland's hoisl^ripus friths 
. Ncwr Corry Vreeken's foair. 

In Inisbanua nigh the Roe, , 

His thoughts are long enshrined, 
And there a wild flower lonely grows, 

Fast roHn^ his heart entwined. 

' For hope or helper hap he none, 
N^ any he can commaad, 
Bilt his well riglg'd vessel is stemming the tide, 
And he^s for O'Oahan's land. 

If fair Finvola has taken the veil, 

And his beating breast foretells, 
To castle O'Cabaii a htst adieu, ^ 

And tibe ii]e« a lon^ iarewelU 
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t *Bat has another gogaged the maid. 

Tis worse if worse can be, 
For her eyes of the crime are guilty founds 
Tho* her heart as the wind is free* 

Now Erin's green-capt Mils appear, 
Which caase the stranger to sigh, 
i- And where. dusky clouds their summits shfsiid, v 

, A file has can^rht his eyt. 

• • .1 • . , .. , .\ / 

A tartar plaid around hin^ han^, 
> And a sword as bright as flame; 
For castle O^Cahan he bends his way. 
And Angus is his name. 

It was then proposed by O^Cahan, and unanimously agreed to 
by the company, that a toast shou^ be drunk to Ev^nny and hi3 
train, who had treated them so hospitably, anS whose favourable 
interposition they gratefully acknowledged. The chieftaia having 
filled his cup and rising t(^ his feet, called to his men were they 
ready ? who all answering him in the affirmative, the bowls 
were drained to the bottom^ toasting green-coated Evenny of 
the. rock and his light-heeted- followers^ the firm and ever watch- 
ful* guardians of OCatan jaiMLth^ comtry of QC^an extending 
from the Bann to the Foyte and firom Tyron^r to the sea : this 
was followed by a Wast from the great ox hor» and three whoops 
of the war-cry, which rung Amofig the caverns jlnd filled the air 
with birds firightend from their place of retreat by the unusual 
noise, and which hovered long about the light, wheeling and 
flapping their wings as lljey passed. 

JuM as the clamour began to ce^se, and every man about to 
take his seat, fully satisfied rW4th hinuBelf m the bohour paid to 
Evenny their common friend, in « dark -cretice of the rock 
shaded from the light of the fee by a kind of interposing shelf, 
the pipes played by no common hatid and ttccompanied by a 
coarse sonorous drone, struck up O'Cahan's march, and what 
was more singular performed ?iU the variations with due exact- 
ness. The confusion that preys^iled tl^rougb the company on 
hearing the music may be bett^ coiiceived tban described, for 
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notwithstanding the implicit confidence which they seemed to 
place in their aerial friend, yet it was evident from the counte- 
nance of all except a few that they were under a slavish dread 
lest Evenny should make his appearance. 

Perihot OCahdn addressed them in a kind 0f elhof'tative 
Kpeech, asking th^m were they not ashamed to express so much 
terror at the appearance of what they supposed to be their guar^ 
jdHan spirit, for wjiom a few minutes back they had testified so 
much zeal. ^ , . 

If our friend said be pleases to entertain, os with a f(^w. airs, 
a^ indeed he has sboiwn himself tjO be our Oeavin^ by beginniog 
with, the family march ; I say if he is sooondesoendioig a? to 
^^tain us with good iHusio^ I should think we hav,e more right 
to thank him ^aii to a{>pear und^r aay dr^ad,; but eAl be e^ld 
i^ay was not sufficient to strengthen them, aod many scarcely iom 
loqjc. above their bro\^ lest some dreadful appearance should 
burst upon their sight. Xho pipes after having |;ot)e over some 
Irish airs, changed to the Scottish, and singular tojrttmark, pfaiyed 
none but what wore well known to the company. • 

After the music ceased, and*the foresters having resumed their 
former freedom of speech, casting aside much of the reserve 
which they so lately used, a kiad of scrambling was beard above 
them, and a stone of some pounds weight came tqmbling down, 
accon^panied with a tinkling noise like a smeiU bit of irou falling, 
and passing right through the gre, cUsappeared in darkness behind 
them, a voice was heard saying in a low tone, I fear it is lost*/ 
OGahan althoiigh not credulbus in matters of like nature, could 
not know what to think oq: this occasipn, but ordering a search 
to. be made where the sftone fell, be found a sn?a^ key, tbe,pp-. 
perty of hi^ daughter Finvc^a, which had been iost oa their late 
excursion to the court of Scotland, und which «dd^ to bis looks 
a kihd of sierioiisn^ss unknown to himseili . , 

As they had refreshed themselves now in regard qf victuals, 
and there being no necessity for delaying here longer, orders 

* CtoaviB a frtend or cousin. * 
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wfcre given %> saddle the horses-amount—- and turn their faces^ 
toward the grey abbey of Dooneven, wonderii^ much at the 
ik^enes of the day; 

Having taken the direction abovementioned they could perceive 
the shaddwy form' of two human beings keeping a dmall distasice 
behind 4hem,-biit so wrapped up, that no appearance of face coirid 
be discovered on any Bide of them, and as to- their motion; tfeo' it 
was, scar^ly -visible, yet they preserved afe^ eq«al distance wilhf^ 
the horsemen as that in which they began. 

The ms^refa eontinned in a kind of tuspiek^s sif^ce abng the 
many wi^ding^ of the Jlee, ontH tfhe br^aid v^aring -windows of ' 
Castle OGahfaa, Ht xip for the coming of their lord, extingdiste* 
all^o^ieMights. When with his attendance lie Qatne to tbe-abb^y' 
all was sitenoe and darknesH, save two efiartipenta dimly ittfg^d^ 
by a «^flgie taper in eacbv an4*tbrottgb the lattice H was ea€^ to* 
discover the feverant pl^ofe^sors* after lhe5r had finisli^ tbe nc4s)/^ 
laboura-of tkia day, enjoying that sweet hour of heavenly rnedi**^ 
tatioff of wkiefa none iMit the sincerely studious ever can pretcftd 
to participate. Let us not disturb these good men, said be, they 
appear solely wrapt in meditation, and you will all confess have 
been spending tbeirtime to better purpose than we. 

When for want of exercise for the mind or body, man is neces- 
sitated to invent, and enter into schemes of his own planning, I 
often find him at the conclusion unhappy at)d discontent, and sel- 
dom or ever have I found that pleasures of his own fabritation 
leave a true relish behind them. Why, «aid one of his friends, 
you certainly cannot accuse yourself with any thing Crirtiinal 'W 
our pastime to-day, ntot with the death of a single animal. I am 
not altogether said he,' condemning my$elf for what I hAve done 
td^day, oar anfusemewt I ihay say has been harmless, but I am 
coittparingv^ith thyself the life that these good men Jead, and 
thinking to what a different purpose they set apart th^ttrtev I 
find them always engaged, and at the end always happy. The 
only ordinance of human life that I hear them regret is'its short- 
riesd, and that we shotatd apply* it td 'bettifer trse^ th^n what We 
qsually do. • - . , , 
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'• l^fady h]|d now giTen their horses to the servants,i|and OCahan 
bidding the company good night, walked into a small apartment 
of the castle,* west of the abbey which was built on a projecting 
liuttmentof roek much after the manner of a swallow's nert, and 
Overhanging a ravine of some hundred feet in depth. In'^s 
ttpartment stood a large oaken chair which had accortimOdalei 
his father and grandfather in hours of leisure, and 9uitaUy afiliqu^ 
was all the furniture of the place ; casting himself into this chair 
Tie pulled out the key \s^hich he had found in such a wondoirfuU 
manner, and whilst he was busy examining it, Fifivola his daugh- 
ter, the constant attendant on her father when conveniency served, 
came to welcome him from the *chase. . 

After, asking her whether «he had^ attended to the infstruGlions 
of the abbess since he left h^r in the morning, -and* also divine 
Avorship which was iept Te^ularly twifce a day by the fathers, he 
presented to her the key 'writh a sigh, raying, how do yx)u suppose 
my daughter, I have com6 by this? Both were lost In a deep 
reverie, Pinvola meditating as wett how her fathei* had come by it, 
as also the cause of the sigh which he heavefd on presenting it to 
her. As they were thus engaged in a matter which seemed so 
inexplicable to both, a light foot passed hastily across the floor, 
0*Cahan raised his head— 'twas Angus McDonnell. 

No further elucidatiori was Required On any part of the matter 2 
he had come attended only by one servant, and had an intention 
of sailing at that Hme by the liland of Rathlin; but some hoW or 
other he thought an invisible power directed the helm for the 
shores of OCahan and the streams of the Roe, where he had been 
fostered. . *T was only in a dbtarit bfahch of this family that he 
had past his childhood, and it is reasonable to believe, that when 
his friend was wrecked among the western isles, young M'Donnell 
only guessed at his name. * 

In the tifties in which I am speaking, the cnstom of fostering 
was pre vaterit among the Irish, and so strong were the ties 

# THis C99tle, as we|I aa that of Cooe; Na Ga|lyl»uiH. by O'CtbaQ, atood on tbe bank* 
of the river Roe, and was the chief residence, and most ancient, standing near the foot of tbe 
mountains. 
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formed betw^n the parties, that they not unfret^piently outfogted 
those of blood. 

' The servant was equipped with a pair of bagpipes, and being 
led from the shore by the light at the foot of Bennevenny, they 
had reached the summit just as the toast was about to be dru^V 
to the immortal guardian of the EocL 

The joy of the noble Hibernian on seeing at his right hand the 
son of his friend ffom a neighbouring natiop^ and also his own* 
and his childreti'^ deliverer, although great, was no way extraor- 
dinary from any individual of the same family. Taking him by 
both the hands, with as firm a hold as an old sailor, and at the 
same time looking l^m.fuU in theiace, you ^rejsaid he, my brave 
fellow, a thou$an4 times welcome, or p^rh^aps it would look better 
in my vernacular tongue, that is, a.Kead miel a faultie my bochiel 
nvore, to the land, I may almost say, of your nativity.* How are 
all our friends on the other sidQ of the. water? Your arrival has 
been late ? Flora, why do you not salute our common friend? All 
these unfinished sentences were delivered in quick succession, the 
interrogs^ter not waiting for an answer to either. 

Finvola scarcely recognised thd stranger at first, but hearing 
her father speak of their deliverer, it immediately brought to 
her mind Angus McDonnell, son to the ]Lord of the Isles. Half 
from her father's injunctions^ and half from her owi| good wilU 
she turned' to young M^Dopnell and performed the ceremony of 
friendship. 

We said Dermot OCahan, have been on a party of hunting to- 
day, the first time I have engaged in that amusement since our 
excursion to the lanii of ,Cale4on|a; and continued be, pqr day's 
sport has been rarely good, what one thing, what another ; but 
why need I tell you further : many of our company departed, 
happy in the ooodesceiision of our immortal relative .favouring us 
with a spring or two oa the ba^ipes, as you would term it; but 
now you have spoiled the matter altogether: however we must 
not undeceive them in thi»ir favourable opinion of Evenny's 
obliging attention. 
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The eiTi^nd erf young M'Donnell to Castle OCahao was vqry 
soon understood by all the family save one, and that was she on 
account of whom it was undertaken. Ever employed in receiving 
instructions from those holy people whp had withdrawn themselves 
from the world and all its allurements, and who alone were sup* 
ported by the beneficence of her father, she «was become religi- 
ously serious, and wholly bent upon executing whatever either 
of her parents pointed out to her« as knowing no law but their 
orders,, nor retaining a wish in her breast unrevealed to them; 
*it was evid^Bt that her unbounded affection was weU returned on 
their part. Her mother was only daughter to O'Connor of Balla- 
nagar, desceniijed in a direct lit^e from Milesius, and concerning 
whom might be saidy even down to this time,* as w^s ss^id of the 
greajt Israelite, that the sceptre, had not d^pai^ed from him» nor a 
lawgiver from the fa^mily, (fee • . 

If the person coming to pay his addresses to the daughter of 
such a nobleman as either of the two I have mentioned could 
count a long enough pedigree of Avuses, pro-Avuses and Atavu- 
ses, it was considered in Ireland every thing : that is, wealth, 
nobility and dominion. And so said Cairbre — a conversation to 
which I. was listening the other day still verifies this opinion — 
two of our countrymen seeming, to dispute, I asi^ed one of them 
the cause, who answered me, by sayings " the upstart he can only 
count his ancestors four hundred years back I " But to return to 
Angus M'Donnell, prince of the Isles, and al^o the subject of 
our present narration. 

His father having only him, ahd intending, as another Neptune, 
that he should succeed hiqti in the government of his watery 
regipn, had sent him to the family of Q*Cahan, in Ireland, to be 
fostered ; and perceiving, since the departure of his Irish guests, 
the vigorous constitution and flashing spirits of his son begin to 
sink, was at no loss to divine the cause. 

My boy said he to him ope day as th^y sait alone, I fear the 
draughts which you have sucked in the green island, have pot 
been draughts of oblivion; may J not attribute the cause oC your 
disease to the departure of FJora 0*Cahan from pur shores? Is she 

19* 
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not the root of your malady, and if so, my son, be not ashamed 
to inform your father regarding the matter, so that we may apply 
for a remedy at least, whether we be successful in procuring it or 
not. The reply of young M'Donnell was bold and affirmative of 
his father's conjectures. 

I own said he, that prince OCahan's daughter is the cause of 
much uneasiness in my mind since the first moment I saw her, 
which was no earlier than the morning of their djlsasterous ship- 
wreck on our island, or if before this tittle I hive seen her, she 
did not create so much interest in my breast, and would k had 
always been so. You niust not despair said his father; prince CK 
Cahan Will rejoice in an alliance with our family I am bonvirlced, 
and if you cannot obtmn the young lady's good wishes my son, as 
the old -adage is, "Scotland is broad and wide, artd full of 
bonny lasses." 

'Twas on this embassy that Angus M'Donnell came, when he 
met Dermott OCahan and his men feasting at' the foot of Benn- 

^venny. 

' %' 

In a few days, the noble islander, being a little unhappy re- 
garding his erra?i4, delivered to her father a letter from the lotd 
of the isles, in Which a proposal for his daughter was made, and 
asking for doWry twerity-four chieftains' sons of the OCahans^^ 
married t6 the daughters ©f as many chieftains and sons of the 
M'Donnells. • 

The contents of the letter were the subject of some days medi- 
tation in th6 fkmrly^ iand from the time it was proposed to fan* 
Pinvola, all the change that was observabfe in her countenance 
was, a silent yielding jangour, intimating, as we might suppose, 
that she was ready at all times to obey the will of her parents. 

The connexion was desirable in every way that the parents 
could View it — the young islander being well beloved by his 
father's subjects, and also possessed of high acquirements, was 
well calculated to fill the seat of »his ancestors, whether in peace 
01^ war r but something lay a;t the bottom of Finvola'ff heart, which 
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she nevfer had revealed to any. There was at the monastery of 
Dooneven, attending the Fathers, a youth descended of another 
branch of Irish nobility ;^ — this young man's name was 0*Hara, 
between whose family and the O'Cahans there was also a strict 
friendship ; but none could tell whether he, whether her country, 
Jeaving her parents, or the pleasant banks of the Roe, was the 
cause of melancholy to this sweet Irish girl. However, the person 
to whom she was about to be joined, being such as we might 
suppose well calculated to efface such ^neiancholy impressions, 
there was not the sJlghtest doubt of him acquiring her sincerest 
affections. , 

The marriage was solemnized in the abbey, in presence of their 
friends and allies, who all came forward, both to greet the happy 
pair and bid a final farewell to Pin^voli, the gem of the Roe. 

The conditions on which O'Cahan parted with his daughter 
were, that her remains shooW be brought hack and deposited in 
the old abbey of Dooneven, the family burying ground, and these 
premises being agreed upon, she, with her twelve maids artd 
twenty-four gallant chevaliers, set out for the Isles, leaving many 
a sorrowful heart l?ehin4 them., 



From Banad's glynn at eve. was heard 

The doleful Irish cry, 
Saying, baivaafph leat-fny bophiel bawB, 

Your Callien dhfws will (tie. 

]?or the glynn was long, aftd the voice was strong, 
And dark roU'd the streams of the Roe, 

And every breeze came wing'd with a tale— 
A Me of sorroV ^nd woe. 

There are twelve fair maids gone to Mary's-Birn,* 
And they've climb'd to the highest stone; 

The Kalvin is lost and the Fiil^g tbrti, ' 
And they're wailing with bitter moan, 

* A Ipfty qtf,ig overlookinii^ the glynn of Banady, $nd vale of ^)ae Roe. 
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With their eyes tum'd trae to the monntaim bloe. 

On Moiren's rugged shore, 
Ah, my chuddien htiel I shall sigh for your weal, 

Though my l^ushla Fll see you no more. 

The maid of the Isles with well dressM smiles 

Is preparing my Cormack*s bed, 
While far firom her own his Rosha alone 

Has sworn she never will wed. 

Can I ever forget the sweet days that are gone. 

When he braided my Kaivin with green. 
When he bound round my Fillag with fresh heather bells, 

And call'd me tis Irish queen. 

T^ wolf in the fdd, like a ravaigner bold, . 

Might j^lond^ from evening, till diay; 
But why from my arms and his CalUen's charms 

Did they drag my dear Cormack away 1 

When thick pours the hail, and the night-bird does wail, . 

And shadows envelop the moon, ^ 

Ihe Caoine we'll raise where the w\ld fires bUze, 

And we'll mourn them as cold in the tomb. 

Now loud roars the blast over Cam's' black waste. 

And the plover pipes lone on the hill; 
The winds as they blow roll tidings, of woe, 

In ^e plaint of the mountain rill. 

Young Finvola is gone; and we're left alone. 

For our bochiels shall never retwnr : 
Then slan leat go bragh, my vourneen agragh. 

Since we're iated in silence to mounu " 

Where the wild flo]^ers creep on the white- mountain steep, 
That in winter is fringed with snow, . %■ .' 

With the heath for their bed, and with fern overspread' 
These maidens are laid in a row» 

Angus McDonnell lyith bis young and; beautiful brid^ embarlted 
for the Isles,* undaubtedly happier in the treasure which he bore 

* Says the genealogical account of tlw McDonnells, chiefly the Clanronald branch—Angus 
married Finvola (Flora,) daughter of O'Cahan, an Irisk prince. He would noi accept of an 
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than Paris with the Grecian queen, or the Argonouts When 
r^turnipg with the gojden fleece. They were welcomed hom^ 
with many a health drunk in strong aqua vitae, and as many sels 
/gif well blown bagpipes. The brides were chc^en for the young 
Irish chieftains, and happy were the days that Finvola speptwith 
h^r loving husband. 

ordinary dowry with her. but insisted on having the sons of twenty-four of O'Cahan^s chief- 
taiM la be tettlfil within tils territ^y, and married to twenty -ibar of MsiiileftainB' daughttrs^ 
this was agreed to ; and fron) these men descended many tribes, all of whom orjiginally took t^e 
name of M'Donnell, and stiH conceived themselves to be of thai clan. The M'Lellans, M'Keys, 
M'Cacherus, M'Gilliesses, M'SfillAns or M'OiUevoils, M'Cormacks, M*6illi«morieB 6» Moifisons, 
M'DuffdS, M'Phees or M'Fees, M'Cuinns or IVf'Queens. By this marriage, Angus had— first, 
John, who succeeded him — second, Finvola, married to John Senescalla. This John wa^ the son 
of Walter, highsteward of iBcofland, hj bid marriage with Isabel, sistet to thegallant Sir* John 
the Graha^m, of Abercorn, and of course brother of Roberj; Second, king of Scotland. Edward 
SecG^d*. as I have said in another place, summoned many of the Irish clans to attend him at the 
battie <^t Bannogckbum ; but Angus M*Donne|I, qn aocount pf his connexidn with theiftoily 
of Bruce, marched to the assistance of Robert Bruce, with seven thousand of his own men ftoiif 
the lelei, and one thoufand' chosen from the b'attaflon 8f the Roe, a body of men as high ih 
rei^wn as. the ancient Finii. Angus having to collect hia men from different parts ww Ic^nf in 
coming, but when Jie did arrive he shewed an army of veterans to the king that Were equal to 
undertake any thing, .and many (if them were personally known to him. d'he words of his 
ma^sty to Angus, M(hen he ci^me up were, my hope is c^onstant in thee. It is a well known fact 
that victory seemed to incline to the English side, until Bruce brought up his reserve, which 
coaMsted of liis own mi^n iff Carrick, Angus Vlth his legions from the Isles, some few High- 
landers from Argyle, with the battallion of the Roe; and with,th^ he turned the fortune 
of the day, and pursued the Royal Fugitive to the gates of Berwick. The ancient poet Barbour 
describes the forces o*f Angus M'Donnell after this manner : «~ 

. ' , ■' >m 

*' Sir Angus of the Isles and Bute elsewae, 
' Abd of the plain tandi he had mae 

Of armed men, a noble rout, 
' in battle stalwart was and stout. 

He Said the reri guard he 'would maw, 
Aad ev^n before him should gae 
The vanguard, and on either hand 
' * The other- battle should be gangand; 

Behind aae side a little ep^ce/ 
And the king that behind them whb, 
Should see where there was maist mister, 
And then relieve ttieoi with hie banaer.** 

The fierce and warlike spirit of the M'Donhells has been well attested on many an oeeasion, 
one instance of which is recorded in the same author : ''The clans M'Donnell and Frastfr w^re 
on the worst terms, ii# consequence of the latter joining the earl of Huntley, lieutenant of the 
North, against tbem, resolving to defeat Ranold's right to succeed, and to choose th/e next heir to 
the estate. Hantley summoned the Fi^osers, Grants and M'Intoshes, to attend him, and matched 
into Loughaber to meet them. The battle commcnce<i at the north end of Loohlochy, the number 
of each clan being prefty equal. The Frasecs stripped to their shirts ; the M'Donnells followed 
their example. Both sides fought with eq|,ual desperation, until victory at length declared for the 
M'Ponnells. The place ever afte^ got the name 6f Blairleine, from the combat^ts being stripped 
to tiieir. shirts; and was fought in Ju>y, 1544. Many were found next day in Lochtochy, pierced 
to the heart, and locked in each others arms with deadly grasp.** Tradition si^rs, that only four 
of the Frasers went hom^ jilive, but eighty of their wives being pjregnant* the family by this 
means was restored. 

19 
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Revolving time, however, (said the bard,) which is *istill in 
motion^ brought the period when she must be gathered to her 
father's ; and so dear was she to her partner, that he was even 
willing to violate the treaty which he had made, and retain the 
ashes of his best beloved in the land of Culedoniia; and indeed, 
if a breach of any sort was justifiable, we should extend an 
indulgence to one of this kind sooner than any other. She was 
worthy of admiration, and if she was, Angus' M'Doanell shewed 
that he held her so, never being able to place another in her 
room—^o, not from the nobility of Scotland. 

At her decease, the Isles put on mourning, iind though he was 
sunk in deep affliction,, yet the strictest charge was giv6n, lest 
news of his Flora's death should reach the shpres of Inisfalia, and 
.bring over her relatives, who must severely hurt him in whatever 
way they acted : for should they only reproach him with, want 
of faith in fulfilling the sacred engagement by which he obtained 
Finvola, the trial he dreaded much, but shodld t^ey carry off her 
remains to her native land, he feared it was more than he and 
his^ children could bean 

«i^ The ties that are cemented in youth between the sexes are 
usually of long duration, and frequently only dissolved by death. 
In few countries have we found attachments so strong and deeply 
rooted as the two of which I am speaking ; but in regard of my 
own people, said Cairbre, they never wish to lie in aforeign land, 
and I'll make the reason plai^ to you all. Saint Patrick on his 
coming over amongst us, blessed and consecrated every inch of 
our island, and so you see it is po wondei' if it is called the Holy 
Island, nor is it either to be wondered at, if one of ourselves would 
rather sleep in it than in a land which neyer. received the blessing 

of our saint. 

•J' 

But although strenuous exertions were used to keep secret from 
. her family the death ^ of Finvola, yet Granie Roe 0*Cahan,* the 

• 9o familiar were the old women with this ^p\ntf and so certain were they of her cries being 
a presage of death, as they say that in my bwn day, a certain feipale having a relation ailing at 
some miles distance up one of these glynns, as she said, and going out in the twilight, heard the 
banshee, and ealled aloud, O Granie achree won't y«ii wait to I tie on my apron, and TU be up 
the gljmn with you ? Granie however continued the cfy» and on comiiig to the house the relfitioo 
was 6uad to be dead. 
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baftshee and guardian spirit of that family, ever watchful over 
her children, soon wafted the mournful tidings over the coerulean 
deep, and howled them through the rugged caverns of Benbrad- 
dagh,* beginning at twilight and plying the doleful lamentation 
through the night, until chased away by the voice of the mor- 
ning cock. 

From the seat of Sir Angus M*Donn€l?s castle, he could easily 
fterceive the splendor of the torches which illumned the iFriths as 
the vessels approached the shore, and the first sight of land that 
they saw, a choir of females that they had prepared for the pur- 
pose, joined with Granie Roe, singing f the death song of Finvola, 

f In tbe front of this mountain are laid two horieontal stones, with a broad flag over them, 
and here, say tbe inhabitants, js Granie Koe's bed. It is said, she always keeps it clean swept, 
and requires a small tribute to be paid by each visitant. I rtiyself when a boy, and venturing to 
Vipit the cell of this guardian spirit of the mountain have been affected with no little dread, nor 
dared to'leave the place before I offered my mite at Granie's shrine. 

On the western side of the mountain which I have been speftking of,.nearIy half way up the 
ascent, but where in place of ascending it dianges into a kind of plain, green, smooth and 
etiameMed with daisies^ issues a fountain of purcf water, and rolls an Abundant current down the 
steep. This spring is called ^troangaU, th^ fountain of the stranger, from £|pme oauae unknqrwn 
in the present day, but always hekl sacred by the neighbouring peasantry : its watets continue 
their coorse thi^ough many windings, until they u^nite themselves with the sLde. From the above 
fountain, Finvola*s m^ids were every morning accustomed to bring two pitchers- for the pur^pBe 
of ablution, as well on account of its purity as sailctity ; and on the borders of this stream Was 
the doleful lamentation ^of the banshee first beard'.- Every evening aAer dusk, the cry began; and 
was howled a^ong the banks, until chased by the village cock, at which sound she winged her 
Aight back to the isles of iEbude. The place where Granie's lamentation ended every night waa 
afterward called BaHanaturse, or the n^outh of the mournful ford, and is known by that name to 
the present d&y. On hearing the nightly wailings of Granie, said Shane O'Cahan, I fear that all 
is not well with my sjster Finvola. for as often as the night approaches, I can distinctly hear the 
&mily< banshee, and undoubtedly her wild cry speaks fo my ear some deeply interesting death : 
go, said he to his attendants, rouse the 0*Cahans from the Bann to the Foyle, and let-eacb, armed 
with a broadsword in the one hand and a torch in (he other set out for the Isles— I know Finvola 
is dead,— go said he, and Grajiie Roe will lead you to the spot. 

« 
On the evening of a winter day, the clans of O'Cahan assembled at the mouth of the mournful 
ford, and every tenth man hay>ng lighted his torch, marched forward, the flame being reflected 
from the hai^ard grey front of Benbraddagb, and the ipomont they commenced their journey, that 
same n^oment the caoine was raised' before them, and continued to pointout the way until they 
arrived at the sea, wVbre they fou^d two vessels ready moored for their service. 

t I have given a small Aote already regarding the caoine at Irish funerals, but as it is scarcely 
full enough, I shall now say something under the same head.— When a person of any consequence 
or antiquity of family died in Ireland, the minstcels were arranged, holding their harps in their 
hands on one side of the corpse, and the keeniers, which was a line of female vocalists, on the 
other; they began sihging a kind of rhyme, extempore, and also of a short measure, repeating, aa 
I aaid, the good quiilities of the deceaised, often some of his failings, and frequently some things 
foolish— this was the first part, and was called the pronnan, being si^ng rather in an under voice. 
After tbis repetition, the. minstrels performed the same part, accompanying their harps with 
tlieir voices. The second part was called the caoine, and was raised & degree higher, being softer 



298 MCDONNELL, AND THE 

the gem of the Roe, in the most affictive strains, and when they 
came to the grave, there they repeated over her all her good 
parts, her beauty, her virtue, her high descent^ frequently asking 
her, v^hy they did not bring her home to the land of 0*Caha|^ 
and not leave her among strangers. 

The Islanders being alarmed by the unusual splendour of the 
torches nearing the shore, ^ and then seeing the whole band sur- 
round the family burying ground of McDonnell, came swarming 
toward the mourners, and called aloud to prevent them frpm rais- 
ing the body ; stand off, said Turloughmore 0*Cahan, who stood 
in the door of the cemetry with a ponderous sword in his hand, 
stand off you faithless Islanders, who can pledge your vows to- 
day and break them to-morrow ; the man wears not tartan either 
in iEbudae or Morven dare force this pass, otherwise should he 
attempt, be shall bite the ground under my sword. What proud 
Hibernian art thou, roared a tall Highlander from Glengarry, 
who wore a broad sword and tar^e ; what art thou, I say, more 
known by words than deeds I, and rushing forward, threw up the 
targe, and cut deeply at him with a lusty^ arm. Na strife, my 
friends, said Sir Angus; Finvola was honourably given to me: 
ghe came in love with me, and shall depart in the- same; the fault 
was altogether mine, and if I have erred, it was only too much 
love: do not dare to molest my Irish friends, their countrymen 
are with me and my affections are with them. 

The clan 0*Cahan halted with Sir Angus during. the following 
day, and at eve having embarked with the remains of their much 
beloved Finvola, bearing aloft their fla^ning torches, they bowled 
aloud the Irish war-cry, and {urned the helm for the sacred land 

and sweeter in tbe cadenee. Tbe third and l^st part Was filled the Tasg, wMch.wa* raWM 
higher than ar.y. of the two foreifoing, the uae of the Tasg Wae when the procession' moved 
through the woods to apprise the neighbouring inhabitants that a fungal was approaching. 
When, a former friend or acquaintance came to the wake- house, a name given to the house in 
which the corpse was laid out, the most sudden and heart-rending shriek imaginable wa? uttered 
by the friends over the defunct, when all rising to their feet and clapping their hands, howled in 
fhe most afiecting^ manner, till they sunk down nearly exhausted^ and when they w«re bitten 
down I have often observed them with their hands clasped together, muttering to themselves, and 
addressing the dead in the second person with the sweetest epithets, (a) talk to them as when 
living. The body of the dead when la|d out was usually strewed over with flowers. 

(a) The Gslick language' is well knpwn'to excel all others in expression, Whether used ia 
approbtium or eulogiuoi. 
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of Iniseagla. When the body was laid down in the old abbey of 
Dooneven, ihe relations and followers standing each according to 
his rank, but dlf with drooping heads, the family bard to his harp 
sung these lines 6veir the bier : 

In the lands of 0'#ahan where bleak mountains rise, 
♦ O'er whose brown ridgy tops now the dusky cloud flies, 

Deep sunk in a vaHey a wild flower did grow^ 
And her name was Finvola, the gem of the Roe, 
And her name was Finvola, the gem of the Roe. /' 

From the Isles of i^EJbtidae, appeared to our view, 
A youth clad in tartan, 'tis strange as 'tis true, 
With a star on his breast and unstrung was his bow. 
And he sigh'd for Finvola, the gem of the R6e, 
And h» sigh'd f(»r Finvoia, the gem of the Roe. * 

No more' up the streamlet her ms^idens shal^ hie. 
For wan the cdld cheek, and bedimm'd the blue eye. 
In silent affliction our sorrows shall flow:, ' 
Since gone is Finvola the gem of the Roe, «' 

. ' Since gone is Finvola, fhe gem of the Roe. 

She was now committed to her kindred dust and each departed 
to his respective habitation. 

Dermott 0*Cahan the father was then a considerable time dead, 
and Shane the son being appointed to succeed him in the castle 
and estates of Dooneven, was applied to by some of the northern 
Irish barons, to assist them in driving his majesty's forces out of 
Ulster. 0*Cahan replied, that for hdmself he had always lived on 
friendly terms, with the king of England, and it would be an un* 
principled act of him now to ris^ in hostility against that monarch, 
nor until he should receive an injury fromliim, could he ever uh- 
sheathe his sword in such a cau9e. 

These Irish chieftairts who wished to sthnulate him in support- 
ing their plot, wrote letters to the monarch of England, broadly 
accusing hitp as a traitor, aid they h^d it the mor^ in their power, 
as shortly before this time he had been authorised by the king, to 
embody fifteen hundred men for the British serried, and so great 
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was the esteem which his majesty had for prince 0*Cahan, or 
rather such weight did he hold him in, that he valued* his compile 
ance rather as a gratuity than an obedience. But what was bis 
surprise when he found his castle one morning sorrounded by 
armed men, and the king's broad warrant produced for his appre- 
hension! In vain did the battallion of the Roe draw their shining ^ 
blades; in vain did they surround the guards, and order them to 
deliver up the prince and also their arms. 

What are you about to do, my friends? said O'Cahan, are you 
come to make me appear as guilty as my enemies have represented 
me? I am this day conscious of an upright heart, — ^you all are 
witnesses of it; and why should we use opposition when we know 
that the justice of our cause will defeat the base intentions of our 
weak-hearted enemies ? Pll die sooner, said Tnrknjghmore O- 
Cahan his relation, than allow you to be dragged from amongst 
us like a malefactor, \vhile I stand coolly by, bearing this useless 
sword in my hand, and knitting his dark brows together, he strode 
across the pathway and unsheathed the weapon, which he bad 
little thought should be useless. Strike me said OCahan, but 
injure not these innocent men, wbo only obey a rigid mandate, 
which had they refused their lives must pay the forfeit 

With strong reasoing and exhortation he at length dissuaded 
them from using viojence — told them when his majeety received 
the matter in its true colours, be would escort him home with ad- 
ditional honours to Castle O^Gahati, but should an . insurrection 
be raised npw, it would only confirm what Jiad been falsely 
reported of him. ' ' \ 

He and his lady were then tajcen to Eijgland, and kept prisoners 
at large until the matter would be fully investigated. JHe also 
brought with him some of his attendaiice and four of his best 
horses, for in these was his great delight, and the breed from O*- 
Cahan's stud were known throughout tho kingdom. 

Matters for sro^e tipe.^eiit onwell in favour of the prisoner, 
until. witnesses were summoned pver to substantiate the accusa- 
lion» and they knowing that their owa i^af^ty i;«sted chiefly in his 
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condemnation, confirmed the deed, and now nothing remained 
Ivatiting but the royal assent that noble OCahan should loose 
bis head* ^ 

'Twj^s one morning, as he and his lady had finished breakfast, 
and as it is natural for the mind to wander back to scenes where- 
in it ha^ enjoyed the purest happiness, they were entertaining 
each other with* the affairs of their own country, and chatting 
over every little incident that could recall former days to their 
minds ; whien they were iriteifupted by the clanking of chains and 
j§ound of voices approaching the door of their tipartment. We 
have orders from his majesty prince OCahan said the chief of the 
guard, for reasons unknown to us, to invest you with these 
shackles, until his further pleasurie is known. Is it said I have 
committed a new crYm6? or what is the caiise of this undeserved 
punishment t said OCahan. The most I can inform you, said the 
officer, is, that two strangers arrived yesterday from Ireland, 
and had a private conference with the king. 

As he finished this sentence, uncbvered as he was, and kneeling 
on one knee, he applied the manacles to his hands ai^d bolts to his 
feet, to \Vhich the prisoner submitted With a aigh, saying, when 
my enemies have done theit utmost, matters will straight be well 
again, but bad I permitted the battallion of the Roe, these 'bands 
never shoiild have bound my hands, tior a guardsman ever visited 
the shores of Britain. ' 

During this' scene Lady OGahan, who was young, beautiful 
and only a short time wedded to her Idrd, sat ^s if bound to the 
earth, looking alternately at the prince and the guards ; then dis- 
solving into tekrs, she sunk dotvn oti her husband's bosom, who as 
well as his pinioned prms could, supported her until she recovered. 
The officer informed her ladyship that she was at liberty to walk 
where she pleased at all limes, for the penalty of the law rested 
only against her lord. 

• Seeing that grief would do no good to his cause, OCahan con- 
solfed his lady as well as his situation would ^llow, and with 
breasts prepared for the worst, they awaited the final event. 



S32 MCDONNELL, AND THE 

It happened exactly at this period that there was to be a stjag 
hunt in Windsor forest, at which all the nobility of England ware 
to be present, besides many from Normandy and other parts of 
the continent, attended by the best dogs and horses. 

There was then a custom practised, I believe, at the' British 
court a,lonfii, that the person who after the stag was run do wo 
could first dip his hands in the bloody was honoured with the 
royal pardon for whatever crim(B he or the person for whom h© 
or she supplicated was guilty; but as this attainment depended on 
the most superior performance both of man and horse, few could 
hope for it, , ^ 

O'Cahan had an old bbod named Beqroe, once famous on the 
turf, and which, when taking the county ov^ brakes and preci- 
pices, few, could equal. . ' . 

Allowing even that Benroe had a chance for this privilege, of 
which there were many doubts, his master had no person in Eng- 
land capable of ridipg him,, and therefore any Uttlq spark of hope 
which the excellence of thi$ animal had kindled in his breast w^s 
altogether extinguji^hed. Like an electric shock was his mind 
affected when, a few days preceding the oppointed day, his lady 
proposed herself to mount old Benroe, and put in f# the lifp of 
her beloved lord The undertaking my love said he, is much too 
arduous for any female, and you must know it is not on the plains 
on which you have been accustomed to ride, nor are you to con- 
tend with those 'Wlaose only care was to protect you. Let us talk 
no more said hi^ I^y, Benroe and I are vy^ell known tc» each otber^ 
Ms not the first time we have been crowned with laurels among 
those who pretended to be victorious op the sod, and I §hajl 
hazard the attempt, terminate as it will. 

The matter being settled,, a petition wa§ sent forward to the 
king, requesting that he would allow prince 0*Cahan's horn to be 
sounded previous to the chase. To this his majesty could not 
fully assent, as in the conditions published^ it had been said, that 
when the royal trumpeter shojild sound three-rtimes, the huntsmen 
would mount ; but he graciously ordered that as often as the 
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trumpeter should sound, prince OCahan's huntsman would repeat 
tlie blast 

Old Benroe being now by the groom led to the window of his 
master's prison, and hearing his well known voice, neighed aloud, 
and stretching forward his lofty neck, rolled around a fiery eye, 
seemingly in great anxiety to know the place whence the voice 
came. ^ 

The royal trumpet being sounded and the gentlemen mounted, 
lady O^Cahan appeared arrayed in a robe white as snow, with a 
green Fillag studded with diamonds, and running in tripple order 
around her head in form of a shamrock. 

On the first blast of the Irish cornu, her courser made a rush 
forward, ^nd all thought she would have been pitched from the 
saddle. 'Twas at this moment that a gentleman clothed in green, 
and mounted on a tall gray, alit, and proposed to exchange hcrrses 
with her, for your's my lad^ said he, becomes ungovernable, and 
mine, I can assure you, will be more easily managed.' She politely 
thanked him for his courtesy, but told him there was not the slightest 
danger, for she was well acquainted with her coui*ser's gaits. 

As every Hie w opponent entered the arena, Benroe confidering 
himself as necessitated to contend against all, stiH became more 
furious, the same gentleman who made the proposal of his steed 
to her, observing tears trickle plentifully from upder her veil, rode 
forward to her a second time, and entreated that she would desist 
from the chase, as he saw she became afraid ; «and moreover said 
he, I fear the contest will be severe to-day between some knfghts. 
from the continent and us, who I. am informed are come over to 
try the mettle of the British breed. - The terrors of the chase sir 
said she, are none to me, and turning her horse^ she thought she 
knew his crest to be that of O^DonnelL • ^ 

In the days when Benroe was accustomed to contend on the 

sod, being^low in condition,, he was much mipre difficult to manage, 

and shewed a fretful disposition, but on the other hand, when he 

, knew he was something like clipable of his business^ he came to 

20* * 
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the Start as cool as a lamb. I have always said a gentleman 
mounted on a lengthy bay, observed that those Irish bloods sh»^ 
too much capering to come in well at the death; however, two^or 
three courses through Windsor will be a better test of the matter. 

The royal tramp proclaims the chase, 

Through dark wood; hill and plain, 
And O'Cahan's horn receives the hlast, |. 

And rolls it over again. 

Now the trembling ground with hoofs resound 

As they scour across the wood, 
And the bounding stag is snnfbig the gale. 

As he stems the foaming flood* 

Now softly my lamb the lady says, ; 

Now sofUy, my pet and so, 
You'll match the fleetest of British steeds. 

If your name be old Benroe. 

'Tis not the days, my gallant steed. 

When our joys were full in store. 
When with many a gambol you followed your dam 

On the plains of green Stranmore.* 

Tis not the days, my noble steed, 
^ ^. I tell it with watery eyes, | 

Wh^ from many It courser of high renown 
You bore awafr the prize. 

n'is none of the days, my gallant stM, 

Such happy hours are fled, . 

The pri% is laid, my noble Ben, ^v 

^ And it is ^our masters hea4 

The herald stands on 0*Cahan*s tower, 
And he views the flying train, 
( / They have twiee eficireled the rising gic^nnd, 
'- And they're topping the hill ag^un. 

U*Donnell's gray, is he leading the way. 
For his strain is good, I know? 
y ' Or the Normin breed, have they taken ike lead, 
r And hindmost is old Benroe 1 

A plain on tbe banln of the Roe, KNith of Danfiven. 
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Or is he a bay that has the way ? 

Come quickly me inform, 
Does the British tantivy re-echo the hills, 

And silent O^Cahan's horn? 

I 

ODonnell's gray is not leading the way. 
Though his strain is -good, you know 
^ Nor the Norman breed have not taken the lead, 
Nor hindmost is old Benroe. 
♦ 
Nor is he a bay that has the way, 

I'm sorry my lord, to inform; 
But a long^reined bla^k runs hard oh the pack. 
And I hear O^Cahan's horn. 

His foam-dripping tongue hangs through his mouth. 

Broad flakes from his nostrils flow. 
And were I not sure that his colour was black, 

IM pronounce him old Benroe. 

Some coursers are running a mile in the rear. 

Though they seem to fly with the wind, 
O'Donnell's gray put? hard for the way, 

But the black has left him behind. 

lyings ! tidings, my noble lord ! 

Great tidings I have to tell ;• * «** 

'Tis old Benroe that presses the stag, 

I know his running well. 

The foremost hound has lost the ground 

That he kept the forest through, , 

And old Benroe has taken his place. 

For I have them still in view. 

His lengthened side and reeking hide 

A deadly match proclaim, ^ 

And the breathing stag is urging his way, - 

But I fear he urges in vain. 

The snow-white robe that my Jady put on. 

Is changed to a dusky hue. 
And her fleeting courser bathed in foam, 
^ Has changed his colour too. 
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Whem her courser came to tiie panting stag 

That lay on the earth alone. 
Three drops of hlood haye stained her hands, 

With which to the king she is gone. 

O lady fair your message declare, ^ 

For I know you're a wedded wife. 
And I think I know the boon yoi|: would ask, ^ 

'Tis great 0*Cahan's life. 

To save O'Cahan's life, my liege. 

His lady befere you stands, 
And the other request thatrl humbly ask i 

Is our broad and extensive lands. 

Your boon I grant with all my heart, ^ 

With all my heart indeed. 
For so fine a fece I've not seen at a chace, 

Nor so fine a sweating steed. • 

Three blasts for Ben the huntsman said, 

My liege I wish to blow, 
For of all the coursers in merry England 

The fleetest is old Benroe. 

When the king had granted the request of lady O^Cahan, he 
w%§ also graciously pleased to present to her ,a gold ring set with 
an emerald, around which ran a shamrock, and engraven on it 
were these three words, veni, vidi, mci. Being informed that 
their affairs were all well in Ir&land, they made a sojurn at the 
court of Britain for eight months, during which time two events 
happened most important in themselves to lady 0*Cahan : the one 
was the decease of her noble lord, and the other was the birth 
of a son, the only presumptive heir to the estates of Dooneven. 

This child was named Donald 0*Cahan, but his own country- 
men, to distinguish him from others of the same family, surnamed 
him Donald Givlagh, the Gaelic ig^ fetters, intimating as if born 
in chains; this was a brave man fond of supporting the former 
dignity of the family, gas the monastry experienced during his 
time. He had led his forces to the western part of the kingdom 
to succour Tyrconnel in his wars, where he received a severe 
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wound in the breast, and was under the necessity^ of being con- 
veyed home in a litter; on his way to the castle of his forefather^, 
he was met by a cousin named Donald Clairy, or Donald the 
scribe^ This person was his agent; was also empowered to keep 
the b *j£s of the mortastery, the library of which containing 
^ many valuable manuscripts with the remaining history and 
records of the O'Cahans)^ he had burned in the absence of his 
friend, and his reason for such an act was, that he considered 
himself apparent heir; on meeting them bearing his wounded 
friend with his cloak laid over him, who is this, said he that you 
bear more like a decrepid female than a warrior: The troops 
seeing something cruel in his looks as thfey thought, remained 
silent, when lo, with a poniard he extinguished the last vital spark 
in as generous a breast as remained behind him. The barbarous 
act was scarcely committed, when an officer under him struck 
off the assassin's head ; the lands being left then without a true 
heir were taken possession of by the monarch of England and so 
have remained to our day, said Cairbre. 



There's an Isle in the verge of the ocean, 

There's a land where the Shamrock grows green. 

There is Mary with snowy white bosom, 

Oh the fairest I ever have seen ! 

There's a stream that steals lone thro^ the mountains. 

Where my spirit's oft wandering you know 

Inhaling pure draughts from that fountain, 

And that crystdline stream is the Roe! 

Then away with this sighing and crying, 

Such feelings are follow'd by pain, 

Tho' in far distant lands I am dicing. 

Yet in dreams I oft creep back again. 

There's a chair for the wand'rer at evening; 

There's a bed where the weary repose; 

For a friend there's <'a^ad miel a taultie;" 

And Na baklish for sorrows and woes: 

There's a spirit to soothe you in trou|{le. 

And a Tiand to protect you fram wrong ; 

There's a heart with Whom joys you may double, 

And at night there's a dieery old song: 
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Then how can I leave yxm dear Erin % 
Sure my souls in each mountain and rill! 
Shall I never see white bosomM Mary I 
Neter list to her strains on the hill T 

Round the green pole on May's hallowM morning, 

How we've bounded witfi spirits of glee ; 

Whe^ nature the wilds was hdoij^ng, ^ 

With the blackbird the skylark and bee; 

When I whisperM the first tender bileathing, 

Dear Mary how bright thy blue eye! 

Can I call back the scene without grieving; 

Or mention that name and not sight 

Then fareweH to those bright sunny vallies; 

Dearest Erin I'll see you no more ! 

My heart whisper'd something of sorrow, ^ 

When I took my last look at your shore ! 

There's a spirit at night breathes around me, 

And whispers of Mends far away ; 

There's a spell that has oftentimes bound me, 

In the darkness as well as the day; . 

There's a soft sigh that^s often heav'd near me. 

In a music that saddens the soul; 

There's a shadow of light seems to cheer me, 

And in silence my woes to controU : 

Then farewell to the green banks of Erin 

To her mountains all shrouded in snow; 

Farewell to you soft bosom'd Mary ! 

And adieu to the maids of the Roe ! ! 



FINIS. 



tigr The Hbrmt of the Alleohanies, by the author of the 
y Irish Legeitd, will be published immediately. 
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